
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AGENDA FOR OPCERT BOARD MEETING 
 
(as of April 5, 2018) 
 
The agenda for April 10, 2018 2:00 pm Board of Operator Certification Meeting (Pierre-Matthew 
Training Center) is as follows: 
 
1. Open Meeting-Chairperson Bill Sarringar 
2. Roll Call  
3. Approval of Agenda 
4. Approval of Minutes from Last Meeting 
5. Old Business 
6. Reciprocity Requests- 
 

Operator State & Certificate(s) 
Brent Hoffmann MN Class “A” Water Supply 
 Patrick Wright GA Class 1 WW 
Clinton Beck AZ WD-2, WT-2, WW-2 

               
7. Final Hearings- 
 

System Certificate(s) Comments 
Canova WD I Passed SWT  8/10/17 
Hutterville Colony WD I  
Cedar Gulch I WD I   

 
8. Preliminary Hearings- 
 

System Certificate(s) Comments 
Wagner WD II/WW I/WWC II  
Lake Preston WW I Passed WD I/WWC I 
Lewie’s Saloon-Lead SWT I  
Pactola Water Assn SWT I Contract submitted 

    
9. Contract Approvals- 
  

System Certificates Contractor 
Pactola Water Assn  SWT I Ed Striebel 

 
   
10. Status of Certification Program-New systems for enforcement? 
11. Other Business 
12. Public comment period  pursuant to SDCL 1-25-1 
13. Next Meeting 
14. Adjournment 



Unapproved Minutes 
Operator Certification Board Meeting 

September 12, 2017 
Crossroads/Events Center-Huron 

Members Present: Dan Fink, Chris Schmit, Dave VanCleave, Bill Sarringar, Ryan Allen, Robin 
Bobzien 

Members Absent:  None 

Others Present: Rob Kittay-Secretary to the Board, Becky Brunsing-Wagner,and Jim Zeck-
SDARWS 

Call to Order by Chairperson Sarringar at 2:00 pm. 

Approval of Agenda: An agenda had been sent previously. The Board moved Wagner up in the 
agenda to after the approval of the minutes. Schmidt moved to approve the amended agenda. 
Allen seconded. Motion passed. 

Approval of Minutes: The minutes had been emailed previously to the Board members and had 
been available on the internet. Fink moved to approve the minutes from the last meeting. Van 
Cleave seconded. Motion passed. 

Preliminary Hearing: Wagner-The City is lacking a Class II Water Distribution and Wastewater 
Collection certificate as well as a Class I Wastewater Treatment certificate. Mike Kazena has 
passed the Class I WD certificate. He has failed the Class II WD exam three times-April 13, 2017-
55%, May 18, 2017-60%, and August 10, 2017-52%. He has failed the Class I Stabilization Pond 
exam twice-May 18, 2017-62% and August 10, 2017-66%. Becky Brunsing represented Wagner. 
She explained a few issues at Wagner. Kazena is going to attempt to apply to take some exams 
thru oral because of some medical issues. Fink moved to table the issue until April 2018. Van 
Cleave seconded. Van Cleave mentioned contract option. Motion passed.     

Old Business:  There was none forthcoming. 

Reciprocity: Tim Melovek-He holds a Colorado Class “A” Water Operator certificate. The Board 
had just dealt with an identical reciprocity case at its last meeting. This certificate compares with a 
South Dakota Class II Water Treatment certificate in that it requires a high school education and 
four years of work experience. Schmit moved to grant a Class II WT certificate. Bozien seconded. 
Motion passed. 

Final Hearings: Nisland-The town is still lacking the required Class I Water Distribution certificate. 
Joe Hindman has failed the exam twice with scores of 56% on May 31, 2017 and 67% on July 6, 
2017. Van Cleave moved to recommend that DENR pursue enforcement. Schmit seconded. 
Motion passed.  

Java-The Town requires a Class I Water Distribution certificate as it is served by WEB RWS. 
Jerrad Quenomoen has attempted the exam twice-50% on January 12, 2017 and 65% on August 
10, 2017. He then quit on August 11 without knowing the exam result. He also told Jim Zeck before 
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he took the exam that he was going to quit. The Town did submit a letter to the Board which was 
presented. Kittay has suggested to Java and Selby to work together on the certification issue as 
they are only a few miles apart. Schmit moved that DENR pursue enforcement. Van Cleave 
seconded. Motion passed. 
 
New Effington-The Town needs a Class I Water Distribution certificate as it is served by BDM 
RWS. Jake Magnuson has attempted the exam twice-53% on August 11, 2016 and 39% on July 
13, 2017. Robin Thoreson was present for the hearing via cell phone. She spoke about a few 
issues with the town. Fink moved to table the hearing until the next Board meeting. Bobzien 
seconded. Motion failed with a voice vote of- 
 

Ayes-Van Cleave, Fink, Bobzien 
Nays-Sarringar, Allen, Schmit 

 
Fink moved that DENR pursue enforcement. Schmit seconded. Motion passed. The enforcement 
process was explained to New Effington. 
 
Selby-The City needs four certificates-Water Treatment, Water Distribution, Wastewater 
Treatment, and Wastewater Collection-All Class I’s. Xavier Perman attempted  three exams-Class 
I WW 42% and Class I WWC 50% on June 28, 2016 and Class I WWC 67% on August 31, 2017. 
Bobzien moved that DENR pursue enforcement. Allen seconded. Motion passed. 
 
Preliminary Hearings: Canova-The Town is lacking a Class I Water Distribution certificate. Dave 
Esser passed the SWT I on August 10, 2017. He has failed the Class I WD exam on March 2, 
2017 52% and August 10, 2017 62%. He was also a “no-show” for exam in Sioux Falls on April 27, 
2017. 
 
Chancellor-The Town has been lacking a Class I Water Distribution certificate since at least April 
22, 2016. No exams have been attempted. 
 
Hutterville Colony- The colony is lacking a Class I Water Distribution certificate. Tom Waldner Sr 
has failed the exam on numerous occasions with scores ranging from 54%-62%. Tom Waldner Jr 
has failed the exam twice. 
 
Ree Heights-Delton Beck was not able to renew his Class I Water Distribution certificate for 2017 
for lack of contact hours. The Town may be changing water superintendents. Sarringar stated that 
Mid-Dakota RWS may take over Ree Heights on an individual basis, and the town would be out of 
the water business. 
 
Rushmore Tramway-Mark Fullerton was not able to renew his Class I Water Distribution certificate 
for 2017 for lack of contact hours. 
 
Cedar Gulch I- The system has been lacking a Class I Water Distribution certificate since at least 
November 1, 2016. No exams have been attempted. 
 
Centerville-The Town is now lacking a Class I Wastewater Treatment certificate. Cody Sikkink has 
passed the WD I and the WWC I. He failed the Stabilization Pond exam on May 18, 2017-56%. 
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Schmit moved that these systems have final hearings at the next Board Meeting. Allen seconded. 
Motion passed. 
 
Contract Approvals:  Ken’s Trailer Court/Dylan Striebel-This contract does not call for weekly on-
site visits. Van Cleave moved to approve the contract with the caveat that the contract be 
resubmitted with weekly on-site visits. Bobzien seconded. Motion passed. 
 
Medicine Mountain Camp/Ed Striebel-Schmit moved for approval. Fink seconded. Motion passed. 
 
Alpena/Mid-Dakota RWS-Sarringar explained that Mike McCready is in charge of systems with 
contracts and that another person may be hired also. Schmit moved for approval. Allen seconded. 
Motion passed with Sarringar abstaining. 
 
Oak Mountain/Ed Striebel-There is a line in the contract that reads “visit the site one time weekly, 
or as needed, to inspect treatment system, well pumps and/or storage tanks”. This could be 
interpreted to have the on-site visits at less than weekly. Bobzien moved for approval with the 
caveat that the contract be resubmitted with “or as needed” removed. Van Cleave seconded. 
Motion passed. 
 
Status of Certification: The Board reviewed the latest status information on systems without 
certified operators. Kittay updated the Board. Van Cleave moved that the following systems be 
scheduled for a preliminary hearing at the next Board meeting- 
 

Ken’s Trailer Court WD I If updated contract is not 
submitted 

Lake Preston WD I/WW I/WWC I  
Lewie’s SWT I  
Pactola Water Association SWT I  
Storm Mountain Center SWT I  

 
Schmit seconded. Motion passed. 
 
Other Business-ABC is coming out with a new set of exams very quickly along with a new “Need 
to Know” (NTK). ABC has a webinar on September 20, 2017 to explain all the details. Kittay and 
Zeck are already registered, and the Board members were invited to do so. Kittay will be 
determining a date to start using the new exams and will be giving notice to operators about the 
new NTK. He will also coordinate with SDARWS as they do the training. 
 
Next Meeting-The next meeting will be in conjunction with the SDWWA Wastewater Seminar in 
Pierre at the Matthew Center on April 10, 2018  2:00 pm.  
 
Schmit moved for adjournment. Allen seconded. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 3:19 pm. 
 

               September 18, 2017 
__________________________________                 _________________________ 
Rob Kittay       Date 
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AN ACT 
 

ENTITLED, An Act to revise certain provisions regarding meetings of certain public bodies. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA: 

Section 1. That § 1-25-1 be amended to read: 
 

1-25-1. The official meetings of the state, its political subdivisions, and any public body of the 

state or its political subdivisions are open to the public unless a specific law is cited by the state, the 

political subdivision, or the public body to close the official meeting to the public. For the purposes 

of this section, a political subdivision or a public body of a political subdivision means any 

association, authority, board, commission, committee, council, task force, school district, county, 

city, town, township, or other agency of the state that is created or appointed by statute, ordinance, 

or resolution and is vested with the authority to exercise any sovereign power derived from state law. 

For the purposes of this section, an official meeting is any meeting of a quorum of a public body at 

which official business of that public body is discussed or decided, or public policy is formulated, 

whether in person or by means of teleconference. 

It is not an official meeting of one political subdivision or public body if its members provide 

information or attend the official meeting of another political subdivision or public body for which 

the notice requirements of § 1-25-1.1 have been met. 

Any official meeting may be conducted by teleconference as defined in § 1-25-1.2. A 

teleconference may be used to conduct a hearing or take final disposition regarding an administrative 

rule pursuant to § 1-26-4. A member is deemed present if the member answers present to the roll call 

conducted by teleconference for the purpose of determining a quorum. Each vote at an official 

meeting held by teleconference shall be taken by roll call. 

If the state, a political subdivision, or a public body conducts an official meeting by 

teleconference, the state, the political subdivision, or public body shall provide one or more places 

at which the public may listen to and participate in the teleconference meeting. For any official 
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meeting held by teleconference, which has less than a quorum of the members of the public body 

participating in the meeting who are present at the location open to the public, arrangements shall 

be provided for the public to listen to the meeting via telephone or internet. The requirement to 

provide one or more places for the public to listen to the teleconference does not apply to an 

executive or closed meeting. 

The chair of the public body shall reserve at every official meeting by the public body a period 

for public comment, limited at the chair's discretion, but not so limited as to provide for no public 

comment. 

If a quorum of township supervisors, road district trustees, or trustees for a municipality of the 

third class meet solely for purposes of implementing previously publicly-adopted policy, carrying 

out ministerial functions of that township, district, or municipality, or undertaking a factual 

investigation of conditions related to public safety, the meeting is not subject to the provisions of this 

chapter. 

A violation of this section is a Class 2 misdemeanor. 
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House Bill 1172 

Purpose: 
revise certain provisions regarding meetings of certain public bodies. 

Sponsors:  Representatives May, Beal, Bordeaux, Brunner, Campbell, Clark, Dennert, DiSanto, Frye-
Mueller, Goodwin, Gosch, Greenfield (Lana), Haugaard, Howard, Jensen (Kevin), Kaiser, Karr, Latterell, 
Lesmeister, Livermont, Marty, McCleerey, Peterson (Sue), Pischke, Rasmussen, Rounds, Steinhauer, 
Tulson, and Zikmund and Senators Greenfield (Brock), Frerichs, Jensen (Phil), Killer, Klumb, Nelson, 
Netherton, Russell, and Tapio 
Date Action AudioLocation

01/24/2018 First read in House and referred to House State Affairs H.J. 178  N/A     

02/02/2018 Scheduled for hearing  
 

1:07:38  

02/02/2018 State Affairs Motion to amend, Passed Amendment 1172oa  
 

1:07:38  

02/02/2018 State Affairs Do Pass Amended, Passed, YEAS 10, NAYS 1. H.J. 307  
 

1:07:38  

02/06/2018 

House of Representatives Do Pass Amended, Passed, YEAS 60, NAYS 8. H.J. 
361   

46:58  

02/07/2018 First read in Senate and referred to Senate Local Government S.J. 399  N/A     

02/28/2018 Scheduled for hearing  
 

1:42:04  

02/28/2018 Deferred by Chair  
 

1:42:04  

03/05/2018 Scheduled for hearing  
 

10:35  

03/05/2018 Local Government Do Pass, Failed, YEAS 3, NAYS 2.  
 

10:35  

03/05/2018 Local Government Do Pass, Passed, YEAS 4, NAYS 2. S.J. 680  
 

10:35  

03/06/2018 Senate Motion to amend, Passed S.J. 724 Amendment 1172wa  
 

1:48:56  

03/06/2018 Senate Do Pass Amended, Passed, YEAS 24, NAYS 9. S.J. 725  
 

1:48:56  

03/07/2018 

House of Representatives Concurred in amendments, Passed, YEAS 56, 
NAYS 11. H.J. 730   

1:22:26  

03/08/2018 Signed by the Speaker H.J. 760  N/A     

03/09/2018 Delivered to the Governor on March 09, 2018 H.J. 778  N/A     

03/09/2018 Signed by the President S.J. 777  N/A     

03/26/2018 Signed by the Governor on March 22, 2018 H.J. 795  N/A     
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