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SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF BARBER EXAMINERS 
HANDS-ON PRACTICAL EXAMINATION 

 

INSTRUCTIONS  
Do not begin any section of the exam until instructed to do so. If you drop an implement or comb anytime during the 

examination, follow the correct sanitation procedure before moving on. Once the testing has started, you will not be 
able to ask the examiner any questions. 
When you are finished after each section, turn on the green light at your station to signal to the examiner that you 
are completed. 
 
Each section has an allotted amount of time. If you finish the section early, please remain quiet for those that are still 
working. 

 
SECTION 1 - Preparation of Work Area and Inspection of Tools and Implements 

You will set up your station with the universal supplies that you will use throughout the entire examination and supplies for the simulated 

blood exposure, the haircut, and shaving portions. You will have 20 minutes to complete this section.  

 

SECTION 2 - Haircut, Neck, and Face Shave with Straight Razor 

You will need to demonstrate a haircut, and a neck and face shave with straight razor. You will have 95 minutes to complete this 
section. When you have completed this section and the examiner has completed their review, please leave your client draped for the 
next portion of the exam.  
You will demonstrate the following: 
 

• Proper draping of your model. 

• A blended tapered haircut using clippers on the back and sides. 

• Clipper over comb to blend the sides and remove weight line. 

• Using shear over comb. 

• Using shears or clipper over comb to cut the hair on the top of the head. 

• Proper use of an outliner to remove hair around the ear. 

• You must remove a minimum of a ½ inch of hair over the entire head. 

• You will demonstrate shaving both sides of the neck using a straight razor with an inserted blade. 



2 
 

• You will demonstrate the face shave using a straight razor.  

• You will demonstrate use of a steamed towel, proper free-hand strokes, back-hand strokes, and reverse free-hand strokes. 

 

SECTION 3 – Simulated Blood Exposure 

You will need to demonstrate the blood exposure process. You will have 20 minutes to complete this section.  
 

This completes the hands-on practical examination. Please clean up your workstation and take all supplies with you. Your examination 

score will be emailed to you 7-10 business days. Information regarding the theory examination will be emailed to you when available. 
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SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF BARBER EXAMINERS 
HANDS-ON PRACTICAL EXAMINATION 

 

 
Read to candidates: Welcome to the SD Board of Barber Examiners State Board Exams. My name is ________. Today’s examiner is 
Barber Board member Jim McGuire. 
 

During the practical examination, you will demonstrate each of the following: 
 
1.  Preparation of Work Area and Inspection of Tools and Implements. 
2.  Haircut 
3.  Simulated Blood Exposure 
4.  Neck Shave Using a Straight Razor 
5.  Face Shave Using a Straight Razor 
6.  Chemical Wave – Virgin Application 
7.  Hair Color Retouch Application 
 
Do not begin any section of the exam until instructed to do so. If you drop an implement or comb anytime during the 
examination, follow the correct sanitation procedure before moving on. Once the testing has started, you will not be 
able to ask the examiners any questions. 
When you are finished after each section, turn on the green light at your station to signal to the examiner that you 
are completed. 
 
Each section has an allotted amount of time. If you finish the section early, please remain quiet for those that are still 
working. 
 
*Are there any questions at this time?  
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1. Preparation of Work Area and Inspection of Tools and Implements 
                                                                                                                        Examiner Initials _________ 
 
 

Station #       

1. Did candidate wash/sanitize their hands  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N   Y    N 

2. Did candidate disinfect the station  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N   Y    N 

3. Did candidate disinfect the chair  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N   Y    N 

4. Are the combs free of hair/debris  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N   Y    N 

5. Are implements and supplies visibly clean  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N   Y    N 

6. Were items needing to be disinfected stored of properly  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N   Y    N 

7. Did candidate demonstrate safety while applying the blade to the razor Y     N Y     N Y     N Y     N Y     N Y     N 

8. Does candidate have a blood exposure kit at workstation  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N   Y    N 

Points: 8 possible  
Min. Points Required: 6 points 
Time Allotted: 20 minutes 
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2. Haircut, Neck and Face Shave with Straight Razor                                                Examiner Initials __________ 
 

Station #       

1. Did candidate demonstrate proper draping  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y   N 

2. Did candidate demonstrate a blended tapered haircut  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y   N 

3. Did candidate safely demonstrate use of clippers  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y   N 

4. Did candidate safely demonstrate use of shears  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y   N 

5. Did candidate demonstrate proper use of outliner around ears  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y   N 

6. Did candidate remove at least a ½ inch of hair  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y   N 

7. Did candidate successfully complete a neck shave using a straight razor  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y   N 

8. Did candidate demonstrate safety while using the straight razor  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y   N 

9. Did candidate check the temperature of steamed towel on inside of wrist  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y   N 

10. Did candidate safely demonstrate free-hand stroke  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y   N 

11. Did candidate safely demonstrate back-hand stroke  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y   N 

12. Did candidate safely demonstrate reverse free-hand stroke  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y   N 

13. Did candidate remove all the facial hair  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y   N 

Points: 26 possible  
Min. Points Required: 23 points 
Time Allotted: 90 minutes 
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3. Simulated Blood Exposure                                                                                   Examiner Initials ___________  

   Points: 10 possible 
   Min. Points Required: 7 points 
   Time Allotted: 20 minutes 
 
 

Minimum Points to Pass: 36 points 
Total Points Possible: 44 Points 
 
 

After all candidates are finished: This completes the hands-on practical examination. Please clean up your workstation and take all 
supplies with you. Your examination score will be emailed to you 7-10 business days. Information regarding the theory examination will 
be emailed to you when available. 

Station #      

1. Did candidate demonstrate proper stopping of service  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y   N 

2. Did candidate demonstrate disposal of blade/razor in container  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y   N 

3. Did candidate wash hands and put on gloves  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y   N 

4. Did candidate demonstrate applying pressure to area  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y   N 

5. Did candidate demonstrate cleaning with antiseptic in the appropriate area  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y   N 

6. Did candidate dispense styptic powder to stop any residual bleeding  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y   N 

7. Did candidate apply adhesive bandage  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y   N 

8. Did candidate clean and disinfect workstation, and did candidate clean and disinfect all 
tools with blood contact before removing gloves 

 Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y   N 

9. Did candidate discard all single use contaminated objects  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y   N 

10. Did candidate wash hands again before returning to service  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y     N  Y   N 
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