Update on Archives for May 2026 through July 2026
Board of Trustees Meeting September 2026
Chelle Somsen – State Archivist

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Digitization Program. 
Most recently, staff have been digitizing and cataloging the Alvin Henry Benesh collection, the Redetske family collection, the Charles L. Hyde photo album, Val and Emilie Zeller collection, South Dakota postcards, Laura Post collection, John King collection, June Drebing collection, Bald Mountain Mining Company, Fish and Lee Family collection, Cecil Gideon collection, Mrs. Leon and Lester Black collection and the William Williamson collection. Missing issues from the following newspapers were digitized: Presho County Argus, Lake Andes Pilot, Daily Capital Journal, Daily Capital Journal and the Fort Pierre Fairplay.  There are 73,599 images, 969 maps, 18,519.pdfs and 125 MP3 files available in the South Dakota Digital Archives. 

Outreach 
206 people were reached between May 2026 and July 2026 through presentations and consultations by the archives staff. 
· Chelle Somsen, Justin Stauder, Kim Smith and Sara Caser traveled to Elk Point on 5/11 to pick up records from the courthouse and the local museum.
· Presentations or tours were given to the South Dakota Association of County Officials, South Dakota Board of Regents Librarians, and members of the German Consulate. 
· A copy of the 1930s film shot by Albert “Ollie” Fretheim of Minnesota, captures scenes from one family's summer vacation through the Badlands and Black Hills of South Dakota. The family vacation film was shown in the South Dakota booth at the American State Fair in Washington, D.C.

Archives Month
Archives Month will be celebrated in October 2026. 

Personnel 
Digital Archivist, Nicole Hosette, resigned and her last day was July 8th. The position was posted for two weeks and interviews are being conducted.  

Statistics for May 2026 through July 2026
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK8][bookmark: OLE_LINK3]The Archives received 42 gifts and transfers totaling 178.7 cubic feet and 132,901 MB. Fifty-one collections totaling 137.45 cubic feet, and 691,776MB were processed. Archives staff handled a total of 1,124 reference requests by mail, telephone, or email during the reporting period. 

Library
Five books were acquired in the reporting period and twenty-three were cataloged. The entire library collection is in the process of shifting to accommodate the large number of books that were received from the State Library last year. 

Electronic Records Program
 The Native American photograph collection and Breeden collection are available online.  Nicole Hosette spent the last two months before her departure finishing small collections, documenting the process and status of projects not completed, and updating the desk guide for the new hire. 

Renovation
We are waiting for McGough to repair the exterior of the annex wall to prevent water intrusions. 

SHRAB
No report  
