Update on Archives for February 2026 through April 2026
Board of Trustees Meeting June 2026

Chelle Somsen, State Archivist

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Digitization Program. 
Most recently, staff have been digitizing and cataloging transportation images; the Robert Tyszka collection, the Helen Schuck collection, the Stebens family collection, and South Dakota postcards. Missing issues from the Lyman Argus, the Blunt End, the Presho County Argus, and the Fall River County Herald are being digitized.  There are 73,251 images, 1,030 maps, 18,391.pdfs and 114 MP3 files available in the South Dakota Digital Archives. 

Outreach 
621 people were reached between February 2026 and April 2026 through presentations and consultations by the archives staff. 
· Students from the Lady of Lourdes school in Porcupine visited the archives to work on their History Day projects. 
· School tours were given to the Burke School District and the James Valley Christian School. 
· Presentations were given at the Dakota History Conference, the Sully County Historical Society meeting, and the United Church of Christ Congregational Church meeting.

Archives Month
Archives Month will be celebrated in October 2026. 

Personnel 
No report 

Statistics for February 2026 through April 2026
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK8]The Archives received 49 gifts and transfers totaling 85.25 cubic feet and 17,844.45 MB. Forty-three collections totaling 220.85 cubic feet, and 142.4 MB were processed. Archives staff handled a total of 1,111 reference requests by mail, telephone, or email during the reporting period. 

Library
Twelve books were acquired in the reporting period and one hundred ninety-eight were cataloged. 

Electronic Records Program
Collections that were previously in ContentDM are still being moved into Preservica.  The map collection, the Wi-Iyohi, and the Carole Hillard collection are done and now available. The Native American photograph collection and Breeden collection are almost done.  

Renovation
We are still waiting for McGough to repair the exterior of the annex wall to prevent water intrusions. 

SHRAB
We received payment for the 2025 grant, and the grant was closed.  
