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UNAPPROVED MINUTES 

 
South Dakota Commission on Gaming Quarterly Business Meeting 

                 
 

MINUTES 
June 16, 2020 

 
The South Dakota Commission on Gaming meeting was held by telephonic conference call on June 16, 2020 at 
9:00 a.m. Commissioner Dennis McFarland, Commissioner Karen Wagner, Commissioner Karl Fischer, 
Commissioner Greg Strommen, and Commissioner Mike Wordeman were present. Staff members present for the 
meeting were Mike Shaw, Commission Attorney; Susan Christian, Executive Secretary; Craig Sparrow, Deputy 
Executive Secretary; Larry Eliason, Special Assistant; Kelly Hanson, Operations Manager; Mark Heltzel, Agent; 
Brandon Snyder, Agent; Monica Waisanen, Auditor; and Kathy Fredericksen, Recorder. Other persons 
participating in the meeting were: David Weist, Deputy Secretary of Revenue; Mike Capen, Gaming Laboratories 
International, Mike Rodman, Executive Director, Deadwood Gaming Association; Tony Sieber, General Manager of 
Gold Dust; David Schneiter, General Manager of Cadillac Jack’s; Terry Houk, General Manager of Midnight Star; 
LLC, Mike Trucano, Owner of Hickok’s; Tyler Nold, Casino Manager of Deadwood Mt. Grand; Bob Mercer, 
Keloland News; Shane Kramme, Verendrye Benevolent Association of Ft. Pierre; Steve Schaeffer, General Manager 
of First Gold; Tom Rensch, Pat McDermott, and Kyle Comes of Silverado. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Commissioner McFarland at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Conflicts of Interest Disclosure 
 
No conflicts of interest were disclosed. 
 
Mike Shaw addressed that during a telephonic meeting there are formalities that if you want to speak please 
identify yourself and run all questions directly thru the Chairman. If you are not speaking please keep your phone 
on mute. 
 
A roll call was taken, and a quorum was present. All voting will need to be done by a roll call. 
 
March 30, 2020 Telephonic Meeting 
 
Commissioner Wordeman made a motion to adopt the minutes as drafted for the March 30, 2020 telephonic 
meeting. Commissioner Strommen seconded the motion. 
 
On a roll call vote motion was carried unanimously.  
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Commissioner Wagner  Aye 
Commissioner McFarland Aye 
Commissioner Fischer  Aye 
Commissioner Strommen Aye 
Commissioner Wordeman Aye 
 
Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman for Fiscal Year 2021 
 
Commissioner McFarland stated that he will not be running for Chairman but plans to stay on the Commission 
until his term expires in April 2021. 
 
Chairman 
 
Commissioner Fischer made a motion to nominate Commissioner Wagner for Chairman. With no other 
nominations Commissioner Wagner was elected as Chairman. 
 
On a roll call vote motion was carried unanimously.  
 
Commissioner Wagner  Aye 
Commissioner McFarland Aye 
Commissioner Fischer  Aye 
Commissioner Strommen Aye 
Commissioner Wordeman Aye 
 
Commissioner McFarland turned over the gavel to Commission Wagner. 
 
Vice Chairman 
 
Commissioner McFarland made a motion to nominate Commissioner Fischer for Vice Chairman. With no other 
nominations Commissioner Fischer was elected as Vice Chairman. 
 
On a roll call vote motion was carried unanimously.  
 
Commissioner Wagner  Aye 
Commissioner McFarland Aye 
Commissioner Fischer  Aye 
Commissioner Strommen Aye 
Commissioner Wordeman Aye 
 
Executive Secretary Report 
 
Susan Christian, Executive Secretary, addressed that the office became fully staffed on May 11, 2020 but only 
open to the public by appointment. The staff is observing social distancing practices. First Gold was the last 
property that reopened on May 21, 2020. There are two properties that are not open yet. Midnight Star will open 
on July 1, 2020 and Deadwood Gulch Resort has not reopened due to possibilities of the property being sold. The 
May tax returns have all been received and the statistical information is anticipated to be completed by Friday 
June 19, 2020. The staff will begin stamping devices for FY 2021 starting the week of June 22, 2020. The OTB in 
North Sioux City was closed in April and reopened on May 24, 2020. The Yankton Sioux Tribes compact will expire 
on August 16, 2020. The NAGRA conference has been rescheduled to May 2021 and the ARCI meetings have 
been participating by telephone conference. 
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Revocation of Licenses 
 
During the month of March 2020 two licensees voluntarily surrendered their gaming licenses after pleading guilty 
to a Class 6 felony. Each licensee received an Order Suspending Imposition of Sentence. Staff recommended that 
the Commission take action and revoke the license of David Meddings and the license of Kaylee McCullock. 
 
Commissioner McFarland made a motion to revoke the licenses of Kaylee McCullock and David Meddings. 
Commissioner Fischer seconded the motion. 
 
On a roll call vote motion was carried unanimously.  
 
Commissioner Wagner  Aye 
Commissioner McFarland Aye 
Commissioner Fischer  Aye 
Commissioner Strommen Aye 
Commissioner Wordeman Aye 
 
Remarks by Representative of Gaming Laboratories International 
 
Mike Capen, representing Gaming Laboratories International, gave a brief report on the testing and consulting 
services. 
 
Contract for Device Testing and Consulting Services 
 
Gaming Laboratories International 
 
Commissioner Wordeman made a motion to approve the contract with Gaming Laboratories International. 
Commissioner Strommen seconded the motion. 
 
On a roll call vote motion was carried unanimously.  
 
Commissioner Wagner  Aye 
Commissioner McFarland Aye 
Commissioner Fischer  Aye 
Commissioner Strommen Aye 
Commissioner Wordeman Aye 
 
Live Racing Matters 
 
Susan Christian, Executive Secretary, recommended the proposed resolutions for the allocation of Funds to the 
Verendrye Benevolent Association for the 2020 horse racing season. Commissioner Fischer questioned Shane 
Kramme if at the fairgrounds would the inside railing and everything else be put back prior to the racing. Mr. 
Kramme stated that all will be put back in place a week before racing starts.  
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Resolution 06-16-20-01 
 
The allocation of funds from the Revolving and Bred funds for racing operations, purses, and SD Bred points. 
 
Commissioner Fischer made a motion to approve Resolution 06-16-20-01. Commissioner McFarland seconded 
the motion. 
 
On a roll call vote motion was carried unanimously.  
 
Commissioner Wagner  Aye 
Commissioner McFarland Aye 
Commissioner Fischer  Aye 
Commissioner Strommen Aye 
Commissioner Wordeman Aye 
 
Resolution 06-16-20-02 
 
The allocation of funds from Revolving fund for the Jockey bonus. 
 
Commissioner Wordeman made a motion to approve Resolution 06-16-20-02. Commissioner Strommen 
seconded the motion. 
 
On a roll call vote motion was carried unanimously.  
 
Commissioner Wagner  Aye 
Commissioner McFarland Aye 
Commissioner Fischer  Aye 
Commissioner Strommen Aye 
Commissioner Wordeman Aye 
 
Track Insurance and Bond 
 
Susan Christian, Executive Secretary, recommended that as a condition of any horse track’s license that the 
corporation or association which holds the license obtain an insurance policy or policies with the limits of $1 
million naming the South Dakota Commission on Gaming and its agents and employees as additional insured. 
The policy or policies shall include general liability, liquor liability, jockey insurance, and horse racing activities. 
 
The Executive Secretary also recommended that the track be required to obtain a bond or letter of credit to be 
used if necessary to pay purses, salaries, wages, and payments to vendors for goods and services provided to the 
corporation or association in conducting its racing operations in the amount of $25,000.00. 
 
Commissioner McFarland made a motion to approve the track insurance and bond of $25,000.00. Commissioner 
Wordeman seconded the motion. 
 
On a roll call vote motion was carried unanimously.  
 
Commissioner Wagner  Aye 
Commissioner McFarland Aye 
Commissioner Fischer  Aye 
Commissioner Strommen Aye 
Commissioner Wordeman Aye 
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Deadwood Licensing Matters 
 
Key License Approvals 
 
Deputy Executive Secretary Sparrow recommended approval of the following:  
 
 Barb Brunner 
 David Linder 
 Jacob Britton 

 
Commissioner McFarland made a motion to approve the Key License approvals as staff recommended. 
Commissioner Fischer seconded the motion. 
 
On a roll call vote motion was carried unanimously.  
 
Commissioner Wagner  Aye 
Commissioner McFarland Aye 
Commissioner Fischer  Aye 
Commissioner Strommen Aye 
Commissioner Wordeman Aye 
 
Business License Approvals 
 
Deputy Executive Secretary Sparrow recommended approval of the following:  
 
 Approval of Midnight Star, LLC for an operator and 2 retail licenses (11633-OP, 11634, & 11635-RT’s) 

These licenses are to be assigned to 677 Main Street effective July 1, 2020 with these listed members: 
 

o Michael Muntefering, Drew Muntefering, Justin Anderson, Blake Thiesse, Todd Thiesse, Von 
Denning, and Seth Denning 

 
 Approval of Lamar Feed & Grain, LLC as the owner of a Property Owners license (11636-PO) for the 

Midnight Star building at 677 Main Street, Deadwood. 
 

 Approval of SRK Development, LLC as the owner of a retail license (11623-RT) with these listed members: 
o Steven Slowey, Stephen Slowey, Tim Karli, and Tim Rutjes 

 
 Approval of Ainsworth Gaming Technology, Inc. as an owner of manufacturer license (11549-MA) with the 

following individuals as Directors: 
o Graeme Campbell 11550-DR 
o Daniel Gladstone 11551-DR 
o Colin Henson  11552-DR 
o Harald Neumann 11553-DR 
o Michael Yates  11554-DR 

 
Commissioner Fischer made a motion to approve the Business license approvals as staff recommended. 
Commissioner McFarland seconded the motion. 
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On a roll call vote motion was carried unanimously.  
 
Commissioner Wagner  Aye 
Commissioner McFarland Aye 
Commissioner Fischer  Aye 
Commissioner Strommen Aye 
Commissioner Wordeman Aye 
 
Business License Renewals 
 
Deputy Executive Secretary Sparrow recommended the approval of all Operators, Route Operators, Retails, 
Distributors, and Manufacturers listed on pages 54-55 of the meeting packet except for Tin Lizzie 10 which was 
not renewed to strike from the list. The list will be marked as Exhibit A and will be attached to the meeting 
minutes. 
 
Commissioner Wordeman made a motion to approve the Business license renewals as staff recommended. 
Commissioner Strommen seconded the motion. 
 
On a roll call vote motion was carried unanimously.  
 
Commissioner Wagner  Aye 
Commissioner McFarland Aye 
Commissioner Fischer  Aye 
Commissioner Strommen Aye 
Commissioner Wordeman Aye 
 
Policy on Unlicensed Devices on Gaming Floor 
 
The South Dakota Commission staff recommended adopting a special policy relating to devices remaining on 
gaming floor that were not relicensed for FY 2021. This temporary policy to be in effect for the time period of July 
1 through December 31, 2020. Any gaming device that was properly licensed in FY 2020 and is unlicensed 
effective July 1, 2020 may remain on the gaming floor as outlined in the policy set forth on page 57 of the 
meeting packet. 
 
Commission McFarland made a motion to adopt the special policy relating to devices remaining on the gaming 
floor that were not relicensed for FY 2021. Commissioner Wordeman seconded the motion. 
 
On a roll call vote motion was carried unanimously.  
 
Commissioner Wagner  Aye 
Commissioner McFarland Aye 
Commissioner Fischer  Aye 
Commissioner Strommen Aye 
Commissioner Wordeman Aye 
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Date of Next Meeting 
 
The date of the next quarterly meeting will be September 16, 2020. It will be determined later if the meeting will 
be held by telephone conference. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Commissioner Wagner thanked Commissioner McFarland for his leadership on serving as Chairman and 
appreciated the job that he did for the commission. 
 
Michael Rodman, Executive Director of the Deadwood Gaming Association addressed the Commission and stated 
that the industry appreciated the policy that was adopted for unlicensed devices on the gaming floor. Discussed 
a new article that the New Jersey Senate passed on relief for New Jersey casinos. The sports wagering initiative 
will be on the November ballot and later this summer will continue the campaign.  
 
Shane Kramme, General Manager of the Verendrye Benevolent Association, thanked the SD Commission on 
Gaming and the Executive Secretary, Susan Christian, for the opportunity to hold the live horse race meet in 2020. 
 
With no further business to be discussed Commissioner Fischer made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
Commissioner McFarland seconded the motion.  
 
On a roll call vote motion was carried unanimously.  
 
Commissioner Wagner  Aye 
Commissioner McFarland Aye 
Commissioner Fischer  Aye 
Commissioner Strommen Aye 
Commissioner Wordeman Aye 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:53 a.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Kathy Fredericksen 
 
 
 
___________________________                  ______________________________ 
Karen Wagner, Madam Chairman  Susan Christian, Executive Secretary 

 
 
 
 
















