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SOUTH DAKOTA COMMISSION ON GAMING
120 Industrial Drive, Suite 1 • Spearfish, SD 57783 

(605) 578-3074 • dor.sd.gov/gaming

UNAPPROVED

South Dakota Commission on Gaming Rules Hearing   
And Quarterly Business Meeting
MINUTES

December 16, 2025
The quarterly business meeting was held at 9:00 a.m. MDT. Chairman Harry Christianson, Vice Chairman Spencer Hawley, Commissioner Bob Goetz, Commissioner Mark Millage, and Commissioner Daryl Christiansen were present. Staff members present for the meeting were Doug Abraham, Commission Attorney; Mark Heltzel, Executive Secretary; and Brandon Snyder, Enforcement Agent. 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Christianson at 9:00 a.m. MDT, a roll call was taken, and a quorum was present.
Vice Chairman Hawley

Aye

Commissioner Goetz

Aye

Commissioner Millage

Aye

Commissioner Christiansen
Aye

Chairman Christianson
Aye
Approval of Meeting Agenda
Commissioner Christiansen made a motion to approve the agenda with removal of the Administrative Hearings and to add page 45A and 72A to the meeting packet. Commissioner Goetz seconded the motion which carried unanimously.
September 16, 2025, Quarterly Meeting

Vice Chairman Hawley made a motion to adopt the minutes as drafted for the September 16, 2025, quarterly meeting. Commissioner Millage seconded the motion which carried unanimously.
Conflicts of Interest Disclosure

On a roll call no conflicts of interest were disclosed.

Vice Chairman Hawley

Nay

Commissioner Goetz

Nay

Commissioner Millage

Nay

Commissioner Christiansen
Nay

Chairman Christianson
Nay
Rules Hearing
20:18:16:15.25 Variations of the play-Heads Up Holdem
Vice Chairman Hawley made a motion to adopt the rules with LRC style and form changes. Commissioner Goetz seconded the motion which carried unanimously.
20:18:35.01:02 Technical Standards-Based on the LRC recommendations will remove this amended rule for concerns delegating changes to the most recent version of GLI.
20:18:12.01:27 Use of recording device prohibited

Vice Chairman Hawley made a motion to remove this rule from the list. Commissioner Goetz seconded the motion which carried unanimously.
20:18:12.01:26 Self-exclusion plan

20:18:35:41 Self-exclusion plan

20:18:17:25 Drop Bucket

20:18:17:26 Keys to drop bucket

20:18:17:28.01 Required tax record

20:18:20.01:03 Cashier’s cage

20:18:07:02 Qualifying licensee, manager, or agent
20:18:07:03 Termination of qualifying licensee, manager, or agent

20:18:07:03 Termination of qualifying licensee, manager, or agent

20:18:16:15.22 The play-Cover all bonus

20:18:12.01:11 Use of counting device prohibited

20:18:18:15 Maintenance of slot machines

20:18:12.01:07.01 Entitlement to slot machines credits or payouts and to abandoned monies

Appendix A-Count Schedule, Section 420.2, Section 520.1 5b, 5j
Commissioner Christiansen made a motion to adopt the rules as amended with the change for 20:18:20.01:03 to strike out Commission and change to Executive Secretary and with LRC style and form changes. Vice Chairman Hawley seconded the motion which carried unanimously.
Deadwood Licensing Matters

Key License Approvals

Executive Secretary Heltzel recommended approval of the following:
Samuel Levin

Jelena Vidakovic
Leon Lazarus

Fabio Celadon

Thomas Shankey

Robin White

Matthew Reif

Dalibor Zejak

Robert Walsk

Scott Larson

David Ross

Lee Farrell

Joanna McGee

Cory McGee

April Gustafson

Steven Kopjo

Mark Lipparelli

Matthew Reback
Meredith Brill

Cheryl Kondra
Commissioner Christiansen made a motion to approve the Key license approvals as staff recommended. Commissioner Goetz seconded the motion which carried unanimously.

Business License Approvals

· Approval of Galaxy Gaming, Inc. for an associated equipment license.
· Assign retail numbers 14696-RT, 14698-RT, and 14699-RT to 196 Cliff Street and remove Retail licenses 11110-RT, 11111-RT, and 11112-RT.
Commissioner Goetz made a motion to approve the business license approvals as staff recommended. Commissioner Millage seconded the motion which carried unanimously.
2026 Key License Renewals

Deputy Executive Secretary Heltzel recommended approval of the Key license renewals as listed on pages 68-72A of the meeting packet.
Commissioner Goetz made a motion to approve the Key license renewals as staff recommended. Commissioner Christiansen seconded the motion which carried unanimously.
OTB-Railbirds License Renewal
Vice Chairman Hawley made a motion to approve the OTB license renewal as staff recommended with the correction to the name on page 45A of the meeting packet. Commissioner Goetz seconded the motion which carried unanimously.
Live Racing Matters

Release of Deposit In Lieu of Bond

Commissioner Goetz made a motion to approve Resolution 12-25-04. Commissioner Millage seconded the motion which carried unanimously.
Verendrye Benevolent Association 
Racing Dates
Commissioner Millage made a motion to approve the 2026 live horse racing dates as presented by the Verendrye Benevolent Association. Commissioner Goetz seconded the motion which carried unanimously.
Overview of the last 3 fiscal years of gaming taxes remitted
The graph was for informational purposes only, so no action was taken.
Approval of Dates of 2026 Quarterly Meetings

· March 17, 2026
· June 23, 2026
· September 15, 2026
· December 15, 2026
Commissioner Christiansen made a motion to adopt the dates scheduled for the 2026 quarterly meetings. Commissioner Goetz seconded the motion which carried unanimously.

Public Comment

George Milos, Executive Director of the Deadwood Gaming Association, mentioned that Fanatic Markets just went live in South Dakota, and they will be sending out a letter and requested that the Commission send a letter stating that this is basically illegal. Also talked about going through legislation to get sports wagering online put on the ballot. 
Comments by Mark Heltzel Executive Secretary

Staff will be in Deadwood for renewals on December 18, 2025, at the Deadwood Visitor Center and thanked George Milos for setting up a room at the visitor center.

Executive Session

Commissioner Goetz made a motion to go into Executive Session. Commissioner Millage seconded the motion which carried unanimously.

At 10:12 a.m. the Commissioners went into Executive Session pursuant to SDCL 1-25-2 and 42-7B-8.1.
The Executive Session was concluded at 10:31 a.m. with no action taken.

Adjournment
With no further business to be discussed Commissioner Millage made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Christiansen seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:32 a.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

Kathy Beringer
_________________________________                
_____________________________________
Harry Christianson, Chairman


Mark Heltzel, Executive Secretary
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