[image: Logo

Description automatically generated][image: ]
            Annual Meeting Minutes
           SD State Fair Commission
Nordby Exhibit Hall, SD State Fairgrounds, Huron, SD
         Tuesday, March 31, 2026   11 AM CT




[bookmark: _Hlk127883706]Members Present: Faron Wahl, Jo Beal, Denise Muntefering, Scott Cordts, Judy Stevens, Sherman Gose, Dennis Harstad, and Dusty Anderson.
Excused: Justin Bell, Amanda Stade, Kevin Hofer, and Erin Yost.
Department Staff Present: Peggy Besch.
1. Call to Order: Chairman Faron Wahl called the meeting to order. The roll call was called, and a quorum was present. 

2. Approval of Agenda: Muntefering made a motion; seconded by Beal to approve the agenda; motion carried by roll call vote.

3. Approval of February 25, 2026, Minutes: Cordts made a motion; seconded by Stevens to approve the minutes of February 25, 2026; motion carried by roll call vote.

4. Public Comment Period: None. 

5. [bookmark: _Hlk226123992]State Fair Miscellaneous
a. Parking
i. Parking Policy
Besch presented a proposed parking policy intended to address ongoing safety issues, vehicles parking in non‑designated areas, and misuse of time‑restricted permits. The proposal includes establishing fines for parking violations, escalating penalties for repeat violations, and consequences for non‑payment. The policy would apply only during the annual State Fair and must proceed through the SD Administrative Rules process before taking effect.
ii. Parking Fee Increase
Besch discussed the need to adjust parking fees due to limited on‑grounds parking and operational demands. The proposal includes increasing the daily parking fee from $7 to $15 and the weekly pass from $35 to $75. Additional proposed options include a designated handicap parking area at $10 per day and a premium daily parking pass for $30. Any fee changes must go through the SD Legislative Rules process before taking effect.
b. Quonsets/Pony Barns Update: Besch reported that four pony barns and the Quonset were sold through online auction, with buyers responsible for demolition and removal by June 1, 2026.


6. 2026 SD State Fair
a. Exhibitor Handbooks: Books and ShoWorks will go live by the end of the week.
b. Camping Reservations: There are two or three camping sites that will go into the lottery. Two on the fairgrounds and one satellite site. 
c. Vendor Renewals: We currently have 278 vendors confirmed for the State Fair. Also working on Wheel Jam vendors (23 confirmed) and Red Power Round Up vendors (60 confirmed).
d. Entertainment/Programming/Ticket Sales: Wed & Thursday: Red Wilk Construction Bull Bash, Friday: The Fray, Saturday: Nate Smith, Sunday: Jake Owen, Monday: Thunder at the Fair Truck & Tractor Show. Tickets go on sale as follows: VIP Table Presale: May 7, Backrest Holders: May 11-12, Friends of the Fair: May 13-14, and General Public: May 19.

7. 4-H Update: None.

8. Non-Fair Time Activities: Besch reported on the following non-fair time activities:
· Heartland Pool & Dart Tournament: April 10-12
· Dakota Provisions Celebration: April 11
· Test & Tune: April 11
· Dakota Little Britches Rodeo April 24-26
· Jr. High Finals Rodeo: May 1-2
· Wheel Jam: June 4-7
· National Rambouillet Sheep Show: June 16-20
· Huron Area Antique Power Show: June 20-21
· National Red Power Round Up: June 24-27

9. Maintenance and Repairs: Besch gave the following updates:
· Going through buildings, emptying/cleaning in preparation for the Surplus Auction on April 15.
· Cottonwood Tree north of FFA is in the process of coming down.
· Cold storage is ending, so campers will start moving out.
· Preconstruction meetings are scheduled April 1 for the following:
· Pancake House: Replace windows and doors.
· Tuck pointing on various buildings.
· Arts & Ed Building storefront.
· The SHED garage doors.

10. Commissioners or Manager Reports: Muntefering shared an article from the Wolf Den where students in the Menno Ag Mechanics class completed a service project where they built 20 new sawhorses for the Poultry Barn to update some aging equipment. This was made possible with a grant from the SD FFA Foundation. 

11. Next Meeting: Tentative May 26, 2026, 1 PM.

12. Adjourned
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