South Dakota gou!h Dakota Board of
ocial Work Examiners

Department of 810 N. Main Street, Suite 298
3 ° Spearfish, SD 57783
SOCIGI serV|Ces Phone: 605.642.1600
Email: office@sdlicensing.com

Web: htips://dss.sd.gov/licensingboards/socialwork/social.aspx

DRAFT MEETING AGENDA
VIDEO CONFERENCE

South Dakota Board of Social Work Examiners
May 8, 2026-12:00PM CDT/11:00AM MDT

The public is invited to attend the meeting via Microsoft Teams at the following link:

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-
ioin/19%3ameeting Yig2ZNGM2ZWQtZDRIMCOOMM3LTagwYmItNzY4NjA2ZNMNmMNWYx%4

Othread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22e69efb98-56ef-4797-a76b-
e1ec658a639c%22%2¢c%220id%22%3a%22ee0a24e7-6d2c-4495-ade5-
4377098865d2%22%7d

Or by calling: 1-469-770-0416, Passcode: 635514488#

If members of the public would like to be sent the Microsoft Teams invitation to the
meeting instead of using the above link, please contact the Board office prior to the
meeting at office@sdlicensing.com.

Note: Individuals needing assistance, pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, should contact the Board office at
office@sdlicensing.com or 605-642-1600 in advance of the meeting to make any necessary arrangements.

Member Listing:

1. Susan Kornder, CSW-PIP, President

2. Rachel Gangle, CSW-PIP, Secretary-Treasurer

3. Kelli Willis, CSW-PIP, Member

4. Jenna Brandt, SW, Member

5. Amber Zandstra, Lay Member

6. Kristen Mion, Lay Member

7. Vacant, Member
8. Amber Bruns, EdD, BCBA, LBA-Applied Behavior Analyst Committee
9. Lisa Stanley, DVM, Lay Member-Applied Behavior Analyst Committee
10. Kimberly Marso, Applied Behavior Analyst Committee

Purpose: The Board protects the health and safety of the consumer public by licensure of qualified
persons, enforcement of the statutes, rules and regulations governing the practice of social work,
including the appropriate resolution of complaints.

1. Call to Order/\Welcome
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Roll Call

Corrections or additions to the agenda

Approval of the agenda

Public Comment

Approval of the minutes from February 20, 2026

FY Financial Update

Board Member Update

ABA Updates

NASW SD Chapter- Introduction

Adoption of Findings of Fact & Conclusions of law in the Hearing in the Matter of the
Application of Vivian Steavenson for Licensure as a Certified Social Worker
2026 ASWB Education Meeting Report- Kornder

Schedule next meetings(s)

Any other business coming in between date of mailing and date of meeting
Executive Session Pursuant to SDCL 1-25-2

a. Complaints/Investigations

b. CSW-PIP Contract approvals

c. CSW-PIP Qut-of-State Supervision Review

d. RFP Award/Executive Director Contract

Complaints/Investigations Report/Vote (if necessary)

CSW-PIP Contract Approvais-Vote

CSW-PIP Out-of-State Supervision Vote

RFP Award/Executive Director Contract

Adjourn
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South Dakota Social Work Examiners
Department of 810 N. Main Street, Suite 298
° ° Spearfish, SD 57783
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Email: office@sdlicensing.com

Web: hitps://dss.sd.gov/licensingboards/socialwork/social.aspx

OFFICIAL BOARD MINUTES
Video Conference
February 20, 2026-11:00AM MST /12:00 PM CST

Members Present: Susan Kornder, President
Kelli Willis, Member
Chantelle Blue Arm, Member
Rachel Gangle, Member
Jenna Brandt, Member
Amber Zandstra, Lay Member
Kristen Mion, Lay Member (joined at 12:03 PM CST)

Members Absent: None

Others Present: Brooke Tellinghuisen-Geddes, Executive Secretary; Katie Funke, Executive
Assistant; Amber Bruns, ABA Committee (exited at 12:30 p.m. CST); Greg Tishkoff, Legal
Counsel, DSS; Tracy Mercer, DSS; Renee Stellagher, Prosecuting Counsel, SD Office of the
Attorney General; Will Anderon, Vivian Steavenson, Charlene Riffel, Jody Indermuhhle, and
June Hubert.

Call to Order/Welcome: Kornder called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m. CST.

Roll Call; Kornder requested Tellinghuisen-Geddes call the roll. Kornder, yes; Willis, yes;
Gangel, yes; Blue Arm, yes; Zandstra, yes; Brandt, yes; Mion, absent. A quorum was present.

Corrections or additions to the agenda: None.

Approval of the agenda: Gangle made a motion to approve the agenda. Willis seconded the
motion. MOTION PASSED by unanimous voice vote.

Public Comment: None.

Hearing in the Matter of the Application of Vivian Steavenson for Licensure as a Certified
Social Worker: Tishkoff recognized the time and place for the Hearing in the Matter of the
Application for Vivian Steavenson for Licensure as a Certified Social Worker. Renee Stellagher
from the Attorney General’s Office served as prosecutor. Witness testimony and exhibits were
received into evidence. Following deliberation, Willis made a motion to deny the application of
Vivian Steavenson for licensure as a Certified Social Worker. Gangle seconded the motion.
MOTION PASSED by roll call vote: Kornder, abstain; Willis, yes; Gangel, yes; Blue Arm, yes;
Zandstra, yes; Mion, yes; Brandt, yes.



Mion exited the meeting at 1:27 p.m. CDT.

Approval of the Minutes from Board meeting December 5, 2025: Willis made a motion to
approve the minutes from December 5, 2025. Brandt seconded the motion. MOTION PASSED

by unanimous voice vote,

FY Financial Update; Tellinghuisen-Geddes reported fiscal year-to-date figures as of December
31, 2025: expenses of $71,233.54; revenue of $151,751.01 and a cash balance of $598,411.72.

ABA Updates: None.

Legislative Updates: Tellinghuisen Geddes mentioned two bllis that were withdrawn that
would have impacted Social Workers. HB1144 which would 1esn1ct the use of Al in therapy and
HB1145 that would have eliminated the clinical exam requirement for CSW-PIP’s, Lastly, it was
reported that the Board’s bill (HB 1028) to establish a provision for background check for
multistate licenses under the compact passed and has been signed by the Governor.

Election of Officers: Willis made a motion to keep the slate of officers the séﬁhc with Kornder
as the President and Gangie as the Secreta;y/T reasurer; Brandt seconded the motion. MOTION
PASSED by unanimous voice vote. ="

Lake Area Technical College-AAS Degree in Social Work: The board discussed the request to
review Lake Area Technical.College AAS Degree in Sociai Work. “This program is being te-
worked from the current AAS ‘degree in Human Services, which is a Human Services Technical
program, and had p1ev1ously been approved by-the board as equivalent pursuant to SDCL 36-26~
16, to meet the education requirements for the Assoc;ate s level ficense. Willis mentioned that
the course outline includes foundational courses one would expect for an associate’s degree in
social work and licensure preparation. Gangle made a motion to approve Lake Area Technical’s
AAS Degree of Assocmte of Social Work forAssociate Level testmg and ultimately licensure.
Willis seconded the motlon MOTION PASSED by unanimous voice vote.

Schedule Next Meeting: The next meetmgs are scheduled for Friday, May 8, 2026, at 11:00 .
a.m. MST/ 12:00 p m. CDT and JuIy17 2026 at 11:00 a.m. MDT/12:00 p.m. CDT 5

Any other busmess coming 111_behveen date of mailing and date of meeting: Tellinghuisen
Geddes mentioned that ASWB iis having their Education meeting April 17-18 in Newport, RI
and asked if anyone js interested in attending. Kornder may be interested in attending and will be
in touch with the board office.

Executive Session Pursuant to SDCL 1-25-2: Blue Arm made a motion to enter executive %
session at 1:35 p.m. CST. Willis seconded the motion. MOTION PASSED by unanimous voice
vote. All others exited the meeting, The Board exited executive session at 1:38 p.m, CST.

Complaints/Investigations: There are no pending complaints.

CSW-PIP Supervision Contracts: Willis made a motion to approve the following contracts.
Brandt seconded the motion. MOTION PASSED by unanimous voice vote.



Nelson, C.: Supervision with Van’t Hul beginning December 8, 2025;
Cruz, D.: Supervision with Sivesind beginning January 9, 2026;

Mask, S.: Supervision with Shoffner beginning December 11, 2025;
Grimshaw, J.: Supervision with Johnson beginning November 21, 2025;
Seale, S.: Supervision with Van’t Hul beginning November 24, 2025;
Stahl, S.: Supervision with Auch beginning December 5, 2025'
Templeton, K.: Supervision with Urlacher beginning Decembet 15 2025;
Mazour, C.: Supervision with Johnson beginning Janualy 1 2026
Mullins, J.: Supervision with Rembold beginnin_g.;{anualy I, 2026; :":: :
Saukel, A.: Supervision with Gray beginning J anua1y 1, 2026'

Blocker, A.: Supervision with Schulz: beguunng:, Decembex 15 2025
Larson, C.: Supervision with Holbeck begmnmg }anuary 5 2026
Scoftting, A.: Supei\flSlOIl w1t11 Holbeck begnmmg Januazy 5 2026
Owens, T.: Superwsmn w1th Jonson begmnmg 'January 5, 2026' -
Torkelson, A Supelvzsion w1th Jacobson begnmmg December 29, 2025;
Uthe, T Supelvlsmn wﬂh Slvesmd begmmng Janmly 9, 2026;

Brower, A Supe1v1s1o11 wﬂh Jacobsou begmmng January 12, 2026;
Brower, A.: Sup'ery_;smn with Bag;}nann begmnmg January 12, 2026;
Ringing Shield, N.:. éiipc_rvisiop_sz&i.th Jackmon beginning February 2, 2026,
Ray, S.: Supervision witli..:li.{ﬁi‘;i..s;beginning February 1, 2026;

Thomson, G.: Supervision with Fett beginning February 2, 2026;
Drevlow, L.: Supervision with Sanderson beginning January 21, 2026;
Conemac, A.: Supervision with Patzlaff beginning January 23, 2026;
Price, K.: Supervision with McClintic beginning January 26, 2026,

Waldner, A.: Supervision with Johnson beginning February I, 2026;




Hoff, S.: Supervision with Barnes beginning February 1, 2026;

Hulsebus, B.: Supervision with Digatono beginning March 1, 2026;
Miller, D.: Supervision with Fortuna beginning February 1, 2026;

Anderson, J.: Supervision with Thaler beginning February 1, 2026.

Any Other Business: None,

Willis made a motion to adjourn at 1:39 p.m. CST. Blue Arm seconded the motion. MOTION
PASSED by unanimous voice vote. e

Respectfully submitted,

Brooke Tellinghuisen Geddes
Executive Secretary

1-27-1.3 7. Draft minutes of public meeting to be available--Exceptions--Violalion as misdemeanor. The unapproved, dratt
minutes of any public meeting held pursvant to § 1-25-1 that are required to be képt by law shall be available for inspection by
any person within ten business days after the meeting. However, this section does not apply if an audio or video recording of the
meeting is available to the public on the governing bedy's website within five businessidays after the meeting. A violation of this
section is a Class 2 misdemeanor, However, the provisions of this section_db_ncyt apply to'draft minutes ot contested case
proceedings held in accordance witls the provisions of chapter 1-26. .5 i o
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SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
BOARD OF SOCIAL WORK EXAMINERS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ) STATE’S PROPOSED
APPLICATION OF ) FINDINGS OF FACT AND
VIVIAN STEAVENSON ) CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

The above-captioned matter came before the Board of Social Work Examiners
(“the Board”) on Friday, February 20, 2026. Vivian Steavenson appeared personally
without an attorney. Assistant Attorney General Renee Stellagher appeared
representing the State. A quorum of the Board was present, and the Board’s General
Counsel, Greg Tishkoff served as the Hearing Officer. The Board, being otherwise
fully informed of the facts and issues pertinent to this matter, issues the following:
FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Steavenson applied for a Certified Social Worker license from the South Dakota
Board of Social Work Examiners. (Exhibit 1).

2. In Steavenson’s application, she disclosed she was previously convicted of
felony counts of making a false claim to the Medicaid program and obstruction
of a Medicaid fraud investigation.

3. Staff for the South Dakota Board of Social Work considered Steavenson’s
application for licensure as a Certified Social Worker.

4. Following a comprehensive review, Board Staff intended to recommend a denial
of Steavenson’s application. (Exhibit 2). Steavenson was informed she had the
right to challenge the intended Board action.

5. Steavenson indicated she wished to challenge this intended action. (Exhibit 3).

6. Steavenson’s contested case was held via Teams on Friday, February 20, 2026.



7. At the hearing, seven witnesses testified and seven exhibits were entered into
evidence.

8. Susan Kornder and Brooke Tellinghuisen Geddes testified on behalf of the
State.

9. Susan Kornder, Board President, testified she reviews any abnormal
application and either approves for issuance or recommends it go to the Board
for denial. Kornder testified that she reviewed Steavenson’s application and

recommend Stevenson’s application go to the Board for denial. .

10. Brooke Tellinghuisen Geddes, Executive Secretary, testified that after
reviewing Steavenson’s application materials, Board Staffl intended to
recommend to the Board that Steavenson’s application be denied.

11. Steavenson called four witnesses, June Hubert, Charlene Riffel, Darla Warrior,
and Jody Indermuchle, to testify regarding Steavenson’s character.

12. Steavenson testified on her own behallf.

13. Steavenson was asked what personal steps Steavenson took to indicate she is
rehabilitated and she said she received therapy from June Hubert, her previous
social work supervisor.

14. Steavenson testified that making an admission of guilt regarding the prior
criminal charges was inconsistent with, and prohibited by, her religion.

15, Steavenson reported she is licensed to practice social work in Montana but is
not currently utilizing that license.

16. During deliberations, a Board Member voiced concerns about granting

Steavenson a Certified Social Worker license. Concerns were voiced regarding

the criminal conviction and the lack of discussion about rehabilitation.

2



Additionally, an ethical concern was raised regarding Steavenson’s dual
relationship with June, which violated the National Association of Social
Workers’ code of ethics. It was also stated that Steavenson’s testimony
appeared to be a claim of ignorance of the law, which is not an excuse for
failing to follow the law.

17. A motion was made and seconded to deny Steavenson’s license.

18. Roll call was taken and the Board unanimously denied Stevenson’s application

for license,

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. The Board has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to the provisions of
SDCL ch. 36-26 and 1-26.

2. The Board has authority to deny an application for licensure to practice as a
Certified Social Worker based on SDCL 36-26-32,

3. The Board concluded, via the evidence introduced, that Steavenson’s
application for licensure as a Certified Social Worker should be denied. See
SDCL 36-26-32(1) and (6).

4. Any Finding of Fact of Conclusion of law that has been improperly designated

is hereby redesignated and incorporated into the appropriate section.



ORDER
IT IS ORDERED that these Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are hereby
adopted by the Board and incorporated into this Order.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Steavenson’s request for a license as a
Certified Social Worker is DENIED. Steavenson may appeal the decision of the Board

within 30 days.

Dated this day of , 2026.

Rachel Gangle, Secretary/Treasurer.




STATE’S PROPOSED ORDER
The Board of Social Work Examiners, having entered its Findings of Fact and
Conclhusions of Law, it is hereby
ORDERED that Steavenson’s Certified Social Worker Application be DENIED.
It is further
ORDERED that this Order is public record of the Board and the State of South
Dakota and shall be published on the Board’s website and reported as necessary to

the national practitioner data bank and all other entities deemed appropriate by the

Board in compliance with State and Federal Law.

DATED this day of , 2026.

BOARD OF SOCIAL WORK EXAMINERS

Susan Kornder, President




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned certifies that on the of , 2026, a true and correct

copy of the foregoing State’s Proposed Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law and
State’s Proposed Order was served upon the following vis U.S. postal mail and email
upon the following:
Vivian Steavenson,
1421 Rural Street,

Emporia, Kansas 66801
steaven1918@gmail.com

/s/ Renee Stellagher

Renee Stellagher

Assistant Attorney General

1302 E. Highway 1889, Suite 1
Pierre, South Dakota 57501
Telephone: (605) 773-3215

Email: Renee.Stellagher@state.sd.us




