STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 
SDSHS Board of Trustees Report 
April-May 2026 
Garry Guan – State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO)
 
1. Personnel 
· The 2026 SHPO Summer Intern, Brooke Allison started May 11, 2026.
2. National Register/National Historic Landmark (NHL) Listings 
· No new listing is currently proposed.
3. Budget Items 
4. FY27 HPF application portal is open, and application has been submitted.
5.  Education/Outreach/Other Projects 
· The “This Place Matters” Essay Contest is completed and the winners of the 2026 “This Place Matters” essay contest are:
1st Place: Ausia Van Holstyn from Sunshine Bible Academy in Miller. The title of Ausia’s essay is “Coal Springs Where History Comes Alive.”
2nd Place: Helen Petree from Sonia Sotomayor Elementary School in Sioux Falls. The title of Helen’s essay is “The Farm.”
3rd Place: Tirzah Johnson who is homeschooled near Burke. The title of Tirzah’s essay is “Living Like Laura.”
· The Kids Archaeological Camp registration is full and is set for June 9 to 11, 2026. Army Corps of Engineers will resume the collaboration this year with us. 
7. CLG 
· Total eight CLG Grants are awarded for a total amount of $109,474.00. Our required amount is $90,000.00. 
· SHPO Staff will present the details separately. 
8. SHPO Staff activities  
· SHPO and Liz Almlie attended Dakota Conference on the Northern Plains at Augustana University.
· SHPO staff completed the Spring Cleaning and window screen installations for the Oahe Chapel and had it ready for 2026 public.
