STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 
SDSHS Board of Trustees Report 
January to March 2026 
Garry Guan – State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO)
 
1. Personnel 
· Wilhelmina Giese has been hired as Preservation Program Assistant (start date: March 24, 2026).
· Brooke Allison has been selected as the 2026 SHPO Summer Intern (start date: May 11, 2026).
2. National Register/National Historic Landmark (NHL) Listings 
· This has been covered by my staff, and it will not be repeated here.
3. Budget Items 
4. FY27 HPF Appropriation. It starts on February 19, 2026, and we will check with our Congressional Delegates to find out if their submission portal for FY 2027 Appropriations requests is open.
5.  Education/Outreach/Other Projects 
· The “This Place Matters” Essay Contest is set to go again this year. Due to the curriculum changes, now state and local history would be taught in both 3rd and 5th grades, we have moved the contest to the 5th Grade Student. Press Release was sent out and the Deadline for Submission was Friday, March 13th, 2026.
· The Kids Archaeological Camp is set for June 9 to 11, 2026. Army Corps of Engineers will resume the collaboration this year with us. 
7. Deadwood Items  
· Due to two outstanding prior awards, the current unobligated balance is lower than previously reported. We adjusted the March funding recommendation accordingly. A separate presentation will provide full details, including potential adjustments depending on the status of grant cancellations pending. 
8. SHPO Staff activities  
· SHPO and Staff met with multiple parties relevant to Hydro #2 at the site, including Federal U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the state Game, Fish and Parks, Spearfish Canyon Foundation, and the City of Deadwood.
· SHPO and Katie attended National Historic Preservation Advocacy Day in Washington, DC, and visited all three members of the South Dakota congressional delegation.
