


South Dakota Corn Utilization Council
Board of Directors Meeting
 Minutes
February 18, 2026
4712 S. Technopolis Dr.
Sioux Falls, SD
I. Call to Order
SDCUC President Jim Ketelhut resumed the meeting and declared the meeting out of recess at 9:05 AM.
II. Members Present:
Nick Fickbohm		Reno Brueggeman
Doug Noem		Chad Blindauer
Chris Nickeson		Jim Ketelhut
Brandon Ritter		Jay Esser
Members Absent:	None
Others Present:
Eric Kroupa	
DaNita Murray		Amanda Bechen
Jenny Fargen		Gerry Heuer
Dan Nerud, NCGA
III. Agenda Approval
A motion was made by Chris Nickeson, seconded by Nick Fickbohm, and carried to amend the agenda to correct “Dakota CPA” to “Solution CPA”.  A motion was made by Chad Blindauer, seconded by Brandon Ritter, and carried to approve the agenda as revised. 

IV. Approval of Minutes
A motion was made by Doug Noem, seconded by Reno Brueggeman, and carried to approve the minutes of the December 3, 2025, meeting. 

V. Approval of Financial Statements
Michael Schelling, CPA, Solution CPA, presented the Balance Sheet and Statement of Revenue, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balances for the six-month period ending 12/31/2025.  A motion was made by Jay Esser, seconded by Nick Fickbohm, and carried to approve the financial reports. 

VI. Staff Updates
Amanda Bechen reported on the following SDCUC activities:
· Washington Pavilion Ag Day on March 7th
· Washington Pavilion musical sponsorship. A motion was made by Chad Blindauer, seconded by Brendon Ritter to authorize up to $20,000 for sponsorship.
	Gerry Heuer reported on the following SDCUC updates:
· BISON (new State of SD budget, finance, accounting, and reporting system) update. 
VII. U.S. Grains & Bioproducts Council
FY 2027 funding request:  
Ellen Zimmerman, Director of Industry Relations, gave a presentation and budget request for FY 2027.

VIII. U.S. Meat Export Federation
	FY 2027 funding request:  
John Hinners, Senior Vice President, Industry Relations, presented a partnership proposal.

IX. National Corn Growers Association 
FY 2027 funding request:  
Dan Nerud, NCGA Board Member, Dorchester, Nebraska and Shawn Arians, V.P., gave a proposal.

X. South Dakota State University
FY 2027 funding request:  
President Barry Dunn, Danial Scholl, V.P. Research, and Craig Arnold, CEO of Dakota BioWorx (owned by SD Board of Regents, SDSU, SD School of Mines) gave a presentation and funding request for Dakota BioWorx.

XI. South Dakota State University
FY 2027 funding request:  
Dr. Sarah Sellars, Assistant Professor & Extension Specialist in Sustainable Farm & Food Systems gave a presentation on the South Dakota Farm Financial Data Project Proposal.

XII. South Dakota Ag Foundation
FY 2027 funding request:  
Kyle Holt, CEO & Keep Farmers Farming, Alan Hojer, Director, Shannon Kubik, Legacy Consultant gave a presentation on farm transition planning and support.

XIII. Certification of District Director(s)
Eric Kroupa submitted a petition to serve as District 9 director.  A motion was made by Nick Fickbohm, seconded by Reno Brueggeman, and carried to certify Eric Kroupa as the District 9 director.

XIV. Officer Elections
President – President Ketelhut called for nominations for President.  A motion by Chad Blindauer, seconded by Brandon Ritter, to nominate Jay Esser for President.  Brandon Ritter made a motion to cease further nominations, and that a unanimous ballot be cast.  Motion carried.
Vice President – President Esser called for nominations for Vice President.  A motion to nominate Reno Brueggeman was made by Jim Ketelhut, seconded by Chad Blindauer, and carried.
Secretary/Treasurer – A motion to nominate Chris Nickeson was made by Jim Ketelhut, seconded by Reno Brueggeman, and carried.
XV. Other Business
Additional funding requests included the following:
· Northern Crops Institute - Motion by Brandon Ritter, second by Chad Blindauer, to approve $5,000.  Motion carried.
· Outreach event in Dallas end of March – Motion by Jay Esser, seconded by Chris Nickeson and carried to approved up to $20,000 for travel for staff/board.
 
XVI. Executive Session
No Executive Session needed	

XVII. Public Comment
No public comments offered. 

XVIII. Adjourn
President Esser declared the meeting adjourned at 3:35 PM.
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