




South Dakota Corn Utilization Council
Board of Directors Meeting
4712 South Technopolis Drive, Sioux Falls, SD
June 24, 2026

M I N U T E S  

I. Pledge of Allegiance
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present.
II. Call to Order
President Jay Esser called the meeting to order at 9:04 a.m.
III. Roll Call
Members Present
Nick Fickbohm		Brandon Ritter
Kelsey Geraets		Jay Esser
Reno Brueggeman	Chris Nickeson	
Eric Kroupa
Members Absent
Doug Noem
Others Present
DaNita Murray 		Patrick Mahoney
Jenny Fargen 			Amanda Beechen
Paula Riffle			Gerry Heuer
IV. Agenda Approval
The agenda was approved following a motion by Nick Fickbohm, second by Chris Nickeson.
V. Approval of Minutes
Reno Brueggeman made a motion, second by Kelsey Geraets, to approve the following Board Meeting minutes. Motion approved.
                                                 •   February 17 & 18, 2026, Board Meeting Minutes
                  •   March 1, 2026, Board Meeting Minutes.
                  •   April 24, 2026, Board Meeting Minutes           




VI. Financial Statements
Michael Schelling, CPA, Solution CPA, presented the following financial reports:
· Balance Sheet
· Statements of Revenue, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance
· Forecasted Statement of Revenue, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balances
A motion was made by Eric Kroupa, seconded by Brandon Ritter to approve the financial reports.  Motion carried.
VII. Staff Updates
President Esser welcomed Paula Riffle to the staff, and recognized Amanda Beechen on her birthday.
Patrick Mahoney
· Meeting stipend is $166/day.
· Threshold for 1099’s has changed from $600 to $2,000 annually in 2026.
· Please complete a new Conflict of Interest form if there have been any material changes.
· Refund forms available online – From November 25, 2025, through June 17, 2026, 107 forms have been downloaded from website.
· Please turn in any travel expenses, etc.  to Patrick by June 30.
Amanda Beechen
· Gave an update on Corn Cob Open – August 3, 2026 at Madison Country Club
· Corn Conference is January 16, 2027. 

	DaNita Murray
· Due to several scheduling conflicts, the December board meeting has been moved to Monday, November 30.
· Travel to Corn Congress July 13th-16th, 2026, was approved for Reno Brueggeman, Eric Kroupa, Jay Esser, Brandon Ritter. Motion by Reno Brueggeman, seconded by Nick Fickbohm, motion carried.
· United States Meat Export Federation (USMEF) sponsoring trips to Japan in September and a beef mission to EU in October.  See DaNita if interested.
· Fertilizer litigation – A motion was made by Nick Fickbohm, seconded by Chris Nickeson, to approve $20,000 to reimburse Texas Corn for expenses of the fertilizer meeting in Dallas, to be paid in FY2026.  Motion carried. 




VIII. Fiscal Year 2027 Budget
Patrick Mahoney presented the budget for fiscal year ending 6/30/27.  Included in the discussion was a review of research proposals, with approval of $907,855 in requests.  Also approved, after a motion by Eric Kroupa, second by Nick Fickbohm, was an early payment to South Dakota State University in the amount of $450,000 to complete a $1.2 million dollar commitment for the Swine Research Rooms, to be paid in FY 2026.
A motion was made by Reno Brueggeman, seconded by Chris Nickeson, to go into Executive session at 2:20 p.m.  Motion carried.
President Esser declared the meeting out of Executive session at 2:50p.m. 
After further discussion, a motion was made by Erick Kroupa, seconded by Nick Fickbohm, to approve the FY 2027 budget expenses of $7,459,136. Motion carried.
	
IX. South Dakota Corn Use Study
A draft report on the use of corn in South Dakota was presented by Jarod McEntaffer of the Dakota Institute.  Highlights included:
· Corn production increased 65% since 2010, and South Dakota is now the 5th largest corn producing state in the nation.
· 47%-50% of SD corn is used to produce ethanol; 13%-14% for livestock; 36+% export/inventory
· Current challenges include more farm storage, better transportation networks for export and more in-state consumption 
X. Other Business 
None
XI. Public Comment
None
XII. Adjournment
President Esser declared the meeting adjourned at 2:58 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,


Gerry Heuer, Recording Secretary



Chris Nickeson, Secretary/Treasurer
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