


South Dakota Corn Utilization Council (SDCUC)
Board Meeting
Minutes
August 4, 2026
4712 Technopolis Drive, Sioux Falls, SD

I. Pledge of Allegiance
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all.

II. Call to Order
SDCUC President Jay Esser called the meeting to order at 9:04 AM.

III. Members Present:
Nick Fickbohm				Reno Brueggeman
Doug Noem				Eric Kroupa
Brandon Ritter
Jay Esser

Members Absent:
Kelsey Geraets
Chris Nickeson

Others Present:
DaNita Murray				Amanda Bechen
Jenny Fargen				Paula Riffle
Patrick Mahoney				

IV. Agenda Approval
A motion was made by Nick Fickbohm, seconded by Eric Kroupa, to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.

V. Approval of Minutes
A motion was made by Reno Brueggeman, seconded by Brandon Ritter, and carried to approve the June 24, 2026 minutes as presented.
	 
VI. Approval of Financials
Michael Schelling, CPA, Solution CPA, presented the Statements of Financial Position for the period ended June 30, 2026. Due to the financials being a Draft version since there is still checkoff and investment income set to come in in the next few weeks, no motion was made to approve the financials.

VII. Staff Updates
DaNita:
- There will be a fertilizer event on September 11, 2026, in Iowa. All board members are encouraged to attend.
- The 2026 Commodity Classic will be a week later this year from March 3-5.
- NCGA has $293,000 in unused Fuel Dispenser Infrastructure funds and asked if the Council wanted the funds returned or invested in another program. Reno Brueggeman made a motion, seconded by Doug Noem, to return the funds to the Council. Motion carried.
- Brady Hauswedell of ABG Ag Services sent in a pre-proposal request entitled “Nitrogen utilization by corn in a strip-till system” in the amount of $15,000. The board considered this pre-proposal, along with the proposal presentations by Dr. Nafchi and Dr. Yadav. Brandon Ritter made a motion, seconded by Doug Noem, to fund all three pre-proposals.

Amanda:
- Provided an update on the Kwik Star partnership.
- Provided an update on the Flynn Wright Ethanol Campaign.
- The SDSU Swine Research Rooms ribbon cutting will be held on September 8, 2026.
- Provided an update on the Big Ten sponsorship with Nebraska Corn.

Patrick:
- Eide Bailly will be conducting the annual audit for SDCUC the week August 18, 2026.
- The new IRS mileage reimbursement rate of $0.76 started July 1, 2026.

VIII. Communications Training
Bridgette Readel of Lilac Lane Media did a group media training presentation and then board members broke into groups of 2 to do individual media training.

IX. USD Rural Attorney Recruitment Program/Project Rural Practice, Hannah Haksgaard
Hannah Haksgaard presented on the Rural Attorney Recruitment program and was joined by USD Associate Law Professor Tyler Moore.

X. U.S. Grains Funding 101, Cary Sifferath, Vice President, U.S. Grains & BioProducts Council (Via Zoom)
Cary Sifferath gave a presentation on funding streams at USGBPC and spending for the upcoming fiscal year.

XI. USD Law Student Presentations, Karena Verbitsky & Quincy Ihnen
Quincy Ihnen presented his paper on the 45Z Tax Credit and Karena Verbitsky presented her paper on the Carbon Pipeline in South Dakota.

XII. “Crops as Biosensors and Satellite Imagery: A Farmer-Adopted System in On-Fram Research, Ali Mirzakhani Nafchi, Assistant Professor/Extension Specialist-Precision Agriculture Production, SDSU Agronomy, Horticulture & Plant Science
Dr. Nafchi presented on the project and asked the boards to consider funding this project in fiscal year 2027.

XIII. “Robot Guided Real-Time Nitrogen Side-Dressing in Corn using Multispectral Sensing”, Pappu Yadav, Assistant Professor, Ag & Biosystems Engineering, SDSU
Dr. Yadav presented on the project and asked the boards to consider funding this project in fiscal year 2027.

XIV. Executive Session 
	No Executive Session

XV. Public Comment
	No public comments.

XVI. Adjourn
SDCUC President Jay Esser adjourned the meeting at 2:23pm.


Respectfully Submitted,



Patrick Mahoney, Recording Secretary




Chris Nickeson, Secretary/Treasurer 
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