Research and Publishing Program Report, March 2026
By Dedra McDonald Birzer, Director

SDHS Press
Book award season is just beginning, and I’m happy to report that the children’s picture book Badger Clark, Poetry Wrangler, written by Nancy Bo Flood and illustrated by Jeanne Bowman, has won its first award: Best Juvenile Book from the National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City. The award, appropriately enough, is called the Wrangler Award. 
SDHS Press staff are working hard to get 2026 titles into design and printing. The first of these to be released will be This Far Country, an epic poem by Joseph Bottum in celebration of America’s 250th. Release date is March 10. Accompanied by illustrations from Jeanne Bowman, Bottum’s poem highlights four of South Dakota’s quintessential symbols and themes—the meadowlark, chokecherry jelly, the homestead, and the river—in a lyrical distillation of the state’s history and culture. Bottum also ties South Dakota to the streams of thought, belief, and practice from the country’s founding, which formed “a swelling moment, a time that history starts to flood.”
Other books in the works include: “Following the Footsteps of Laura Ingalls Wilder” by Nancy Tystad Koupal; “George Washington: Citizen, Soldier, Statesman” by Gary Gregg, which is part of our Faces of Mount Rushmore Biography Series; “Celebrating Custer’s Last Stand: 150 Years Commemorating the Battle of the Little Big Horn” by Sandy Barnard; and “Kylie and the Very, Very Old Cat: A South Dakota Badlands Story” by Linda Marshall and illustrated by Jeanne Bowman.


South Dakota History
	The winter 2025 issue of South Dakota History was mailed out to members in early January. It features an interview by Ella Cara Deloria with Edgar FireThunder in 1937. As a Columbia anthropology graduate student, Deloria conducted the interview in Lakota, then translated it into English. This issue of the journal includes the Lakota interview and the English translation, edited by Alex FireThunder. The spring 2026 issue inaugurates a special year-long America 250 series of Curator’s Corner articles by Museum staff members. It also includes an article on the history of the South Dakota State Historical Society by David Grabitske and an article on the South Dakota state cement plant by Bryce Tellmann.

History Notes newsletter
	The winter History Notes newsletter consists of the Annual Report for 2025. It was mailed out to SDSHS members in mid-February. 

SDHS Press Staff
	SDHS Press welcomes a new associate editor to our team on March 12. Brianna Garner holds a master’s degree in publishing from Western Colorado University. She is excited to move to Pierre from Alabama. Her position falls under the umbrella of the SDHS Foundation. 
History Talks
	January’s History Talks program featured a panel discussion on artifacts our State Archives and State Museum would like to receive as donations and how one goes about making such donations. David Grabitske also gave a brief presentation on the history of collecting at the Society. Matthew Reitzel and Corey Christianson fielded questions from moderator Dedra Birzer. Over 60 participants attended and were very engaged, presenting a variety of good questions. February’s History Talks program featured Badger Clark: Poetry Wrangler author Nancy Bo Flood and illustrator Jeanne Bowman. The March 10 History Talks will present a reading and discussion of This Far Country by author Joseph Bottum. Since March 10 is the release day for the book, History Talks that night is a book release event. April’s History Talks will feature a panel discussion on American 250 plans across the state. For May, we have scheduled a scholar to present her fascinating research on the state Liberty Bells (the story of South Dakota’s Liberty Bell will appear in the spring 2026 issue of South Dakota History, written by David Grabitske).

