Research and Publishing Program Report, June 2026
By Dedra McDonald Birzer, Director

SDHS Press
Book award season continues, and I’m happy to report that the children’s picture book Badger Clark, Poetry Wrangler, written by Nancy Bo Flood and illustrated by Jeanne Bowman, was named a Spur Award Finalist by the Western Writers of America. 
SDHS Press staff are in high production season as we work to get 2026 titles into design and printing. Our first 2026 release, This Far Country, a suite of poems by Joseph Bottum in celebration of America’s 250th anniversary, has garnered high praise from reviewers. It has also been selected as South Dakota’s contribution to the America 250 time capsule, along with letters from tribal leaders and Governor Rhoden. The allotted space in the time capsule is smaller than the book, so the book designer created a new design which was printed and bound with archival materials that will last for at least 250 years. 
Nancy Koupal’s “Following the Footsteps of Laura Ingalls Wilder” is in design while George Washington: Citizen, Soldier, Statesman by Gary Gregg, which is part of our Faces of Mount Rushmore Biography Series, and Celebrating Custer’s Last Stand: 150 Years Commemorating the Battle of the Little Big Horn by Sandy Barnard are currently being printed and will be released in early June. “Kylie and the Very, Very Old Cat: A South Dakota Badlands Story” by Linda Marshall is in the illustration stage with award-winning illustrator Jeanne Bowman.


South Dakota History
	The spring 2026 issue of South Dakota History was mailed out to members in late March. This issue inaugurates a special year-long America 250 series of Curator’s Corner articles by Museum staff members. The first article of this series is on the South Dakota Liberty Bell replica that sits outside the Soldiers and Sailors Memorial building, written by David Grabitske. The issue also includes an article on the South Dakota state cement plant by Bryce Tellmann and one on the history of the South Dakota State Historical Society by David Grabitske. The summer 2026 issue will feature a issue-long article by Cindy Wilson on the Hard Winter of 1880-1881 and Laura Ingalls Wilder’s account of it in her autobiographical novel, The Long Winter.

SDHS Press Staff
	SDHS Press welcomed a new associate editor to our team on March 12. Brianna Garner holds a master’s degree in publishing from Western Colorado University. Her position falls under the umbrella of the SDHS Foundation. She has already proven herself to be a great asset to our team and is settling into life in Pierre, an enormous change from her home state of Alabama.
	Dedra Birzer gave an invited presentation on Rose Wilder Lane as public intellectual and storyteller for the Missouri Cherry Blossom Festival on April 24.

History Talks
	April’s History Talks featured a panel discussion on American 250 plans across the state, with Ben Jones, Julie Breu, and Tyler Tordsen as panelists and Dedra Birzer as moderator. For May’s event, scholar Kristin Dutcher Mann presented her fascinating research on the 1950 Independence Bonds and the state Liberty Bells (the story of South Dakota’s Liberty Bell appeared in the spring 2026 issue of South Dakota History, written by David Grabitske). Dr. Mann conducted extensive research on South Dakota’s Liberty Bell state tour in 1950 just for our program. On June 9, we will hear from Sandy Barnard on his new SDHS Press book, Celebrating Custer’s Last Stand: 150 Years Commemorating the Battle of the Little Big Horn. On July 14, we will hear from Dr. Gary L. Gregg II on his new SDHS Press book, George Washington: Soldier, Citizen, Statesman. History Talks usually draw 30-60 participants. Presentations are recorded and available for viewing on the SDHS Foundation’s YouTube channel, where surprising numbers of people watch them.


