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By Dedra McDonald Birzer, Director

SDHS Press
I’m happy to report that Georgia Jipp, Blizzard Pilot has won yet another award, this time the Will Rogers Gold Medallion. That’s four awards for Georgia Jipp! A Phantom Storm garnered the Will Rogers Silver Medallion in its category at organization’s award ceremony in early November. The South Dakota Festival of Books in Spearfish in late September featured many SDHS Press authors and our new 2025 titles.
	With the 2025 titles printed and available for purchase, SDHS Press staff are working hard to get 2026 titles into design and printing. The first of these will be This Far Country, an epic poem by Joseph Bottum in celebration of America’s 250th.

South Dakota History
	The fall issue of South Dakota History was mailed out to members in late October. It features articles by Nancy Tystad Koupal on Laura Ingalls Wilder’s posthumously published The First Four Years and Cindy Wilson on a journey through South Dakota taken by the adventurous daughters of railroad surveyor Charles Wood Irish in the 1880s, along with an Historical Musings piece on Rose Wilder Lane as a public intellectual by Dedra Birzer. 
Research and Publishing staff members are putting the final touches on the Winter issue, which will include an interview by Ella Cara Deloria with Edgar FireThunder in 1937. Deloria conducted the interview in Lakota, then translated it into English. This issue of the journal will include the Lakota interview and the English translation, edited by Alex FireThunder.

History Notes newsletter
	The fall History Notes newsletter was mailed out to SDSHS members in mid-November. It has a variety of articles that provide more in-depth accounts of happenings at the SDSHS than we are able to include in the monthly e-news.

Conferences
	SDHS Press staff attended the South Dakota Festival of Books in September, the West River History Conference in October, and the Indian Education Summit in Aberdeen in mid-November. Dedra Birzer gave a presentation at the Lost Region Recovery Project conference in Sioux Falls in mid-November.

History Talks
	October History Talks speaker David Wolff offered a hybrid event, with thirty people attending in person at Black Hills State University and over fifty attending online. November History Talks featured Philip Hall speaking on his new SDHS Press book, The White River Badlands: Its History and Characters. For the December History Talks program, Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve will discuss her new memoir published with SDHS Press, Special Places, Sacred Circles. For January, we are planning a panel discussion on what materials archives and museums (especially the SDSHS) would like to receive as donations and how one goes about making such donations.
