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SDHS Press
Book award season continues, and I’m happy to report two recent awards. First, children’s picture book Badger Clark, Poetry Wrangler, written by Nancy Bo Flood and illustrated by Jeanne Bowman, was named a Finalist for the Will Rogers Medallion. Second, Wilder Weather by Barbara Boustead won the WILLA Award from Women Writing the West. 
SDHS Press staff are in high production season as we work to get 2026 titles into design and printing. Nancy Koupal’s “Following the Footsteps of Laura Ingalls Wilder” is at the printer and due to be released on Sept 15. “Drought, Dust, and Creativity: The North Dakota Art Scene During the Great Depression” by Susan Wefald and “Kylie and the Very, Very Old Cat: A South Dakota Badlands Story” written by Linda Marshall and illustrated by Jeanne Bowman are in design.
Our two June 2026 releases are doing well. George Washington: Citizen, Soldier, Statesman by Gary L. Gregg III, is part of our Faces of Mount Rushmore Biography Series. The author made a Black Hills book tour in June, including a presentation at Mount Rushmore. Celebrating Custer’s Last Stand: 150 Years Commemorating the Battle of the Little Big Horn by Sandy Barnard drew a good crowd at the June History Talks Zoom event. Sandy’s planned book tour had to be postponed due to illness.

South Dakota History
	The summer 2026 issue of South Dakota History was mailed out to members in July. This issue features a issue-long article by Cindy Wilson, titled "Wilder’s Depiction of the Railroad Company in The Long Winter.” The issue also includes a Curator’s Corner story on moon rocks in the SDSHS special collections by Corey Christianson and an obituary for Noel L. Silverman, who sat at the helm of the Little House Heritage Trust for many years and became a friend to SDHS Press staff. Work on the fall issue is underway. It will include a World War II B52 Bomber report from 2LT Marvis T. Hogen of Kadoka, SD, with an introduction by Christian D. McCall. Also going into the fall issue are two articles by Corey Christianson--one on Edward J. Phares and a Curator’s Corner piece on the Merci Train--and the keynote luncheon speech from the 2026 SDSHS annual conference.

History Notes newsletter
	The summer issue of History Notes is currently being edited and will soon be sent to design. It will be mailed out in September.

SDHS Press Staff
	SDHS Press bid a fond farewell to Associate Editor Taylor Blumer in late June. Taylor began an online evening MBA program in Healthcare Administration at USD in May and decided that he should jump into that field right away. He is now working at Sanford in Sioux Falls. We are currently conducting a candidate search for his replacement.

History Talks
	On June 9, we heard from Sandy Barnard on his new SDHS Press book, Celebrating Custer’s Last Stand: 150 Years Commemorating the Battle of the Little Big Horn. On July 14, Gary L. Gregg II spoke on his new SDHS Press book, George Washington: Soldier, Citizen, Statesman. August’s History Talks was held both in person at the CHC’s Vogt Education Room and simultaneously online. SHPO staff members Liz Almlie and Maddie Ferrell gave a joint presentation on recent South Dakota additions to the National Historic Register and explained how to apply for the Register and other available preservation grants.
September and October History Talks will also be hybrid. On September 15, we will host a book release event for Nancy Koupal’s Following the Footsteps of Laura Ingalls Wilder. This will be in person at the Vogt Education Room and online. For October, the State Archives staff will give an in person presentation that will also be on Zoom. This Oct. 13 event will be part of the Archives Month celebration.
History Talks usually draw 30 to 60 participants. Presentations are recorded and available for viewing on the SDHS Foundation’s YouTube channel, where surprising numbers of people watch them.

2027 SDSHS Annual Conference
	The Research and Publishing Program will host the 2027 SDSHS Annual Conference. It will be held in Sioux Falls jointly with Augustana’s Center for Western Studies Dakota Conference. Though the date is not yet set, we anticipate late April or the first few weeks of May. We are looking at several venues in downtown Sioux Falls. We will meet with CWS staff on Aug. 28 to begin our joint conference planning. 
