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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Secretary Jundt and Kellie Beck 

FROM: Karla L. Engle 

DATE: May 8, 2024 

RE: Quiet Title Action – Disclaimer of Interest in Real Property 

In the early 1980s, the Division of Railroads for State of South Dakota, acting by and through its Department of 
Transportation (SDDOT), owned a rail line extending from Dell Rapids to Sioux Falls.  SDDOT received a request 
from Gene Williams and his son, Michael G. Williams, to convey some excess property near Renner to Renner 
Grain, Inc.  On August 29, 1983, the Secretary of Transportation executed a Quit Claim Deed conveying the 
following excess property to Renner Grain, Inc.: 

William’s Tract 1 in the SW1/4 of the SW ¼ of Section 9 – T102N – R49W, Minnehaha County, 
South Dakota. 

It is expressly understood that the Grantor reserves all rights to all deposits of coal, ores, metals, 
and other minerals, asphaltum, oil, gas and other like substance, together with the right to 
prospect for, mine and remove the same upon rendering compensation to the owner or lessee 
for all damages that may be caused by such prospecting or removal.   

For some unknown reason, the deed was not recorded with the Register of Deeds.  Neither SDDOT nor the 
Williams family has the original deed, although SDDOT has a copy of the deed.  Since execution of the deed in 
1983, SDDOT has not used, occupied, maintained, or otherwise exerted any rights over the above-described 
property, except the mining rights expressly reserved in the deed.  When SDDOT conveyed the Dell Rapids to 
Sioux Falls railroad line to L.G. Everist by deed dated October 25, 1983, SDDOT excepted out the above-
described property.  This exception in the L.G. Everist deed is consistent with how SDDOT handles previously 
sold excess parcels when a railroad line is subsequently sold.  Other than the SDDOT’s reservation of mining 
rights, which is required by law, SDDOT has no need for the above-described property.   

Recently, SDDOT received a request from legal counsel for Michael G. Williams to issue a corrective deed 
identifying Michael G. Williams as the grantee, rather than Renner Grain, Inc.  Apparently, due to some 
miscommunication between the Williamses and their prior attorney, the corporate documents to form Renner 
Grain, Inc. were never executed and filed.  Michael Williams has asserted he has been occupying and using the 
property since the conveyance of the above-described property in 1983, and he has provided documentation 
that he has been paying real property taxes on the property. SDDOT has no reason to doubt these assertions.  
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Due to questions about the legality of issuing a corrective deed to one of the two individuals involved in the 
original transaction over forty years ago, SDDOT declined to grant the request for a corrective deed.  As an 
alternative, SDDOT proposed to ask the Railroad Board about the possibility of executing a disclaimer of interest 
in the above-described property, subject to the reservation of mining rights referenced in the deed of August 29, 
1983.  Such a disclaimer would address SDDOT’s lack of ownership interest in the property, without requiring 
SDDOT to weigh in on the separate issue of the current owner of the property.   
 
I am attaching copies of the August 29, 1983 deed to Renner Grain, Inc., the plat of the above-described 
property, and the deed to L.G. Everist.  I will be happy to address any questions you may have about this matter.   
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QUITCLAltl DEED 

DIVISION OF RAILROADS, FOR THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA, Grantor, of Hughes County, 
State of South Dakota, for and in consideration of One Thousand Three Hundred 
(1,300) Dollars and other valuable consideration CONVEYS AND QUITCLAIMS to Renner 
Grain; Inc. of Rt. 10, Box 127, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57101, all interest in 
the following described real estate: 

.William's Tract 1 in the SW\ of the SW\ of Section 9 -
Tl02N-R49W, Minnehaha County, South Dakota. 

It is expressly understood that the Granter reserves all 
rights to all deposits of coal, ores, metals, and other 
minerals, asphaltum, oil, gas and other like substance, 
together with the right to prospect for, mine and remove the 
same upon rendering compensation to the owner or lessee for 
all damages that may be caused by such prospecting or removal. 

Dated this 2-<l"l;' day of O...v5\J� , 1983. 
\ 

App oved as to 

ytorney General 
ARE 

STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA) 

COUNTY OF HUGHES ) 
ss

DIVISION OF RAILROADS FOR THE 
STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA Acting by 
and 'through the DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSfORTATION I'\ 

I I 

By: 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

I, \ f 

\ ·\ /_.,, \ �'""' ____ K.____ 
l 

JAMES R. MYERS, SEC 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANS 

ETARY 
RTATION 

,11 ., -t-A (�., -' o • 
On this · -:-- day of . 5._ l_\ (�· ! i ,, ,( , 19 ,�J before me, a Notary 

Public within and for said County and Sthte, personally appeared JAMES R. MYERS, 
SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, known to me to be the person who is 
described in and who executed the within and foregoing instrument and acknowledged 
to me that he executed the same freely. 

My Commission Expires: 

NOTARY PUBLIC 

I 
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