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 The year 2020 has been a historic one, 
marked with challenges brought about by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The South Dakota 
State Historical Society had to navigate clos-
ing the Cultural Heritage Center with staff 
working from home for three months start-
ing in  mid- March. The museum reopened in 
June and the other offices’ staff all returned 
by July. Meanwhile, staff at the Archaeologi-
cal Research Center navigated a move to a 
new building.
 Due to the pandemic and safety concerns, 
the archives and the museum have seen a de-
crease in visitation. Nevertheless, our staff 
adapted to the conditions, developing ways 
to enhance public outreach to stay connect-
ed and available to our members and anyone 
curious about South Dakota’s history. Simi-
larly, the South Dakota State Historical So-
ciety Foundation continued its work on the 
women’s history initiative “Her Vote. Her 
Voice.” We also appreciate all the volunteers 
who stepped up to help our staff in 2020.
 This year resulted in a number of society 
leadership and staff moving on to new ad-
ventures. Jay D. Vogt retired as the society 
director and the state historic preservation of-
ficer on Dec. 8, having served in those posi-
tions since 2003. In addition, Vogt spent 42 
years in the state government, starting with 
the Secretary of State’s office and then mov-
ing on to direct the society’s Heritage Fund, 
the former name of the foundation, before 
leading the society. Three other  long- time 
employees, Research and Publishing Office 
director Nancy Tystad Koupal, South Dakota 
History managing editor Jeanne Kilen Ode 
and Archives administrator Ken Stewart, re-
tired this year as well.
 The COVID-19 pandemic caused the can-
cellation of the annual conference in April, 
but the society still named this year’s Gov-
ernor’s Award winners. Michael Runge of 

Deadwood and Pat Roseland of Rapid City 
received Individual Awards. Robert J. Cordts 
of  Madison High School was named History 
Teacher of the Year. Steven J. Bucklin, pro-
fessor of history at the University of South 
Dakota, took home the Herbert S. Schell 
Award for the best article in South Dakota 
History. Reliabank of Watertown and the 
Fall River County Historical Society of Hot 
Springs both won Organizational Awards.
 Although the society experienced mul-
tiple changes in leadership, our board of 
trustees remains steady in leading the orga-
nization. This year, multiple positions were 
up for election and members cast their votes 
this spring. David Wolff of Spearfish, the 
board’s  vice- president, was  re- elected to one 
of the  at- large positions. Jennifer Winter of 
Pierre was elected as the professional archae-
ologist, taking over for Richard Harnois of 
Leola, who did not seek another term. Gov. 
Kristi Noem  re- appointed Brad Tennant of 
Aberdeen, the board’s president, to another 
3-year term. Noem also selected Brian Sand-
vig of Milbank to an open  at- large position. 
Other trustees include Sean J. Flynn, John D. 
Fowler, Tom Hurlbert, Laurie Langland, Jon 
K. Lauck, Peggy Sanders, Rolene R. Schlies-
man and Francis Whitebird.
 As the new director of the society, I take 
this as an opportunity to promote South Da-
kota’s history to the public and to promote 
history within the state. We excitedly look 
forward to seeing our members again in 
2021.

Administrative 
Office: 
Cultural Heritage Center 
900 Governors Drive 
Pierre, SD 57501-2217 
(605) 773-3458 
history.sd.gov



and issued nine cultural investigation per-
mits for work on state lands in 2020. Staff 
recorded a total of 25 new Burial Reports 
representing 17 counties, which resulted in 
eight field responses. On June 25, we also 
published one Notice of Intent to Repatriate 
along with a Notice of Intended Disposition. 
These documents allow for the repatriation 
of human remains and funerary objects from 
Marshall County to representatives of the 
 Sisseton- Wahpeton Oyate.
 Over the year, staff recorded 136 new cul-
tural sites and revisited 733 sites, which were 

documented with updated site forms. We re-
ceived and added to the library 638 new cul-
tural resource reports and completed 630 re-
cord searches. After moving to our new office 
building, we revamped and modernized pro-
cedures for processing incoming records in 
an effort to streamline and increase efficiency 
and accuracy of the databases and paper re-
cords. Staff is in the process of  re- cataloging 
the research library to improve accessibility.
 The center performed outreach with mul-
tiple groups. These programs included two 
Zoom seminars for a University of South Da-
kota anthropology class, one presentation at 
the annual meeting of the Fall River County 
Historical Society, a radio interview on cur-
rent projects and 17 inquiries from the public 
regarding artifact identification or other relat-
ed questions. In addition, the center filled two 
permanent positions, welcoming Lynn Grif-
fin as an assistant curator and Monica Bug-
bee as a field archaeologist. Michael Forscha 
retired from the position of assistant state ar-
chaeologist as well.

Archaeology Staff
 
Renee Boen,
    State Archaeologist
Monica Bugbee
Matt Busch
Daniel Byrne
Erika Cerveny
Lynn Griffin
Brian Huot
Katie Lamie
Dustin Lloyd
Lisa Nesselbeck
Amber Odom
Holly Phillips
Michelle Prichard
Cassie Vogt
Jane Watts
David Williams
Roger Williams

History Notes is published 
three times yearly by the South 
Dakota State Historical Society. 
History Notes is available upon 
demand on audio tape and 
large print. Other forms will 
be considered upon request.

There were 2,500 copies of 
History Notes printed at a 
cost of 49 cents per copy.
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 During the past year, staff at the Archaeo-
logical Research Center completed moving 
the center from our previous office on Kansas 
City Street to a new location on East North 
Street in Rapid City on June 30. Finalized 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, the move 
faced restrictions with limited numbers of 
staff members packing at any one time and 
everyone wearing masks. Staff members in-
ventoried and packed 6,000 cubic feet of ar-
tifact collections. The two Spacesaver storage 
units were then professionally dismantled and 
reinstalled with eight new shelving carriages. 
By the end of the year, all repository 
records and roughly 4,000 cubic feet 
of archaeological collections had been 
 re- shelved in the upgraded units.
 Throughout 2020, staff conduct-
ed 109 pedestrian surveys, two large 
monitoring projects and seven evalu-
ative testing projects to determine if 
sites were eligible for the National 
Register. The center completed a total 
of 65 pedestrian survey reports, 152 re-
cord search reports that did not require 
pedestrian surveys and two monitor-
ing reports. Staff also conducted proj-
ects for the South Dakota Department 
of Game, Fish and Parks, Department 
of Transportation, Office of the State 
Engineer, U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers and private companies. Curation 
staff continued work on contracts for 
the Army Corps of Engineers, Bureau 
of Reclamation, Bureau of Indian Affairs 
and Black Hills National Forest. The center 
also established an agreement to provide site 
and survey data to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service.
 The center reviewed 156 mining permits 

Director Renee Boen stands among the 
packed materials that staff moved to its 
new building in Rapid City.

Staff compare a bison bone from a dig site along 
the Belle Fourche River against a bison mount.
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ARCHIVES
continues to grow.
 Every year, Archives Month is celebrated 
nationally in October to increase awareness 
of the services and collections available at 
archival repositories. In recognition, the ar-
chives held online activities such as scaven-
ger hunts, jigsaw puzzles, quizzes, coloring 
pages, a live genealogy question and answer 
session and a presentation about the histor-
ic railroad bridge between Pierre and Fort 
Pierre. The related website included a print-
able poster and a copy of the governor’s proc-
lamation declaring October Archives Month. 
The archives also participated in #AskAnAr-
chivist Day on Oct. 7 and Electronic Records 
Day on Oct. 10 via its social media channels.
 The archives received an extension to 
complete work for a third round of National 
Endowment for the Humanities grant fund-
ing to digitize historic newspapers. Expected 
to be completed in August 2020, the deadline 
was extended until June 2021 due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. The funds allow for one 
hundred rolls of microfilmed newspapers to 
be digitized and placed on the Chronicling 
America website.
 The archives received 236 new donations 
this year, totaling 293.5 cubic feet and 688.51 
gigabytes of electronic records. Inmate labor-
ers at the Special Projects Program placed 
35,698 entries from the 1935 state census 
into a searchable database that will appear 
on the archives website. The library added 85 
new books to its collection, and 148.85 cu-
bic feet and approximately 2,077 gigabytes 
of manuscript and government records were 
processed and made accessible. We also wel-
comed Halley Hair as our new research room 
administrator.

 The State Archives adapted its outreach 
and programming in 2020 to accommodate 
online learning and an increased number of 
remote users. We reached 8,097 people this 
year through presentations, YouTube vid-
eo views and consultations. Staff gave in-
terviews with KELO news, the Sioux Falls 
Argus Leader and South Dakota Public 
Broadcasting promoting the “Documenting 
COVID-19 in South Dakota” project that be-
gan this spring to preserve the state’s history 
related to the pandemic. Archives staff also 
engaged with the interested public through 
online office hours and a virtual tour of the 
archives.
 To assist people conducting research re-
motely, staff undertook multiple digital proj-
ects. The Indian Archives Project, Archives 
Month and Cemetery Records webpages all 
received updates. In addition, we added an 
interactive map titled “South Dakota Flood 
History” to our website. This project was a 
joint effort among the archives, U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers Omaha District, South 
Dakota Office of Emergency Management 
and local communities.
 Archives staff added 1,164 images to the 
South Dakota Digital Archives, bringing 
the total number of items available online 
to 70,472, and staff spent considerable time 
editing metadata to improve search results. 
To highlight the resources available on the 
Digital Archives, a selection of recently digi-
tized images of women in South Dakota was 
displayed in the Education Room of the Cul-
tural Heritage Center. Images from the pho-
tograph collections also appeared weekly in 
the Pierre Capital Journal. The number of 
visitors to the South Dakota Digital Archives 

State Archivist Chelle 
Somsen and Larry Rohrer 
with South Dakota Public 
Broadcasting conduct an 
online virtual tour of the 
archives.
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION
 In 2020, the State Historic Preservation 
Office had another fulfilling year identify-
ing, recording and preserving historic sites 
across the state. Beginning this summer, staff 
assembled a list of statues in South Dakota. 
The added statues followed three require-
ments. First, they had to depict a person or 
personage. Second, they must be found in a 
visible, public space. Finally, the statue must 
be in its permanent location. As of Decem-
ber, staff have identified roughly 220 statues 
that meet these requirements in 49 towns and 
38 of South Dakota’s 66 counties. The office 
welcomes the community’s input and asks 
that members send any submissions directly 
to SHPO@state.sd.us for review.
 This year, the National Park Service added 
eight  properties— two private structures and
six commercial structures— to the National 
Register of Historic Places program. These 
properties include the James and Wilhelmina 

Anderson House in Lily, the Chil 
and Julia Chilson House in Web-
ster, He Dog Consolidated School 
near Parmalee, Habicht and Habi-
cht Department Store in Huron, 
Bryant Masonic Lodge 118, Pick-
stown Fire and Police Depart-
ment, Ipswich Masonic Temple 
and the Sisseton School. Staff 
are diligently working on nomi-
nations for the upcoming year as 
well. Having a property listed in 
the National Register is an impor-
tant honorific designation that can 
provide eligible property owners 
with access to financial programs 
to assist with preservation.

 The Deadwood Fund Grant Program, now 
in its 23rd year, awarded seven new grants 
for preservation projects, for a total award 
amount of $111,050. With planned matching 
funds of $374,441, we anticipate a total of 
$485,491 in  public- private investment. The 
State Property Tax Moratorium financial in-
centive program certified 16 projects in nine 
counties. Five were projects continued from 
prior years, and 11 were new projects with 
a private investment totaling $1.971 mil-
lion. The moratorium is an  eight- year state 
historic preservation property tax morato-
rium for restoration and rehabilitation made 
to historic buildings. This program contin-
ues to provide property owners with a solid 
investment in preserving historic residen-
tial and commercial buildings in their local 
communities.
 This year, we welcomed three new staff 
members. Heather Mulliner joined as histor-

ic preservation technical special-
ist. Katie Wasley took over as his-
toric preservation assistant/senior 
secretary. Jess Gregory came on 
as review and compliance archae-
ologist. Our staff of eight preser-
vationists continue their work to 
preserve the state’s history for 
the future. For more information 
about historic preservation pro-
grams, resources and activities, 
please visit history.sd.gov/Preser-
vation or call (605) 773-3458.

The National Park Service added the Pickstown 
Fire and Police Station in Charles Mix County to the 
National Register of Historic 
Places in 2020.

 Anderson- Ridley Barn received a Deadwood Fund 
Grant to assist with repairing mortar and its walls.
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MUSEUM
nents from our traveling education kits, in-
cluding word searches and crossword puzzles. 
These digital programs are now available on 
our web page, history.sd.gov/museum, under 
the header “Digital Outreach.”
 In 2020, staff and outside contractors 
completed the installation of a new security 
system. We worked closely with the State 
Archives, the Bureau of Information and 
Telecommunication and the Department of 
Education to ensure that the installation team 
was safe and that the project did not inter-
fere with public service. The undertaking in-
cluded adding more than double the number 
of cameras in the Cultural Heritage Center, 
providing better security for the museum’s 
collections, staff and visitors.
 Staff members also began working on a 
special project to barcode the museum col-
lections. Barcoding will provide immediate 
dividends and will allow future museum staff 

to track the locations and uses of 
the museum’s now 36,000-piece 
collection. We also had the oppor-
tunity to partner with colleagues 
at the Smithsonian Institution on 
a special project involving wom-
en’s clothing in the museum’s 
collection. Additionally, the staff 
is creating an upcoming exhibit 
featuring our clothing collection 
scheduled to open in the summer 
of 2021.
    Despite the challenges of 2020, 
the museum’s special exhibit “Si-
lent Silos: South Dakota’s Mis-
sile Range” received an Award 
of Merit from the American As-
sociation of State and Local His-
tory. This  award- winning exhibit, 
which tells the story of the Min-
uteman Missile project’s impact 
on South Dakota, will remain 
open for visitors to see through 
March 2021. Staff opened an-
other temporary exhibition in the 
Observation Gallery in Decem-
ber. Titled “Where Wild Things 
Grow in South Dakota,” this ex-
hibit looks at the natural history 
of native plant life in the area.
    To find out more about our spe-
cial events in 2021, visit our web-
site history.sd.gov/museum or 
call (605) 773-3458. We look for-
ward to seeing our members back 
at the Cultural Heritage Center 
this year.

 The Museum of the South Dakota State 
Historical Society, like so many others, faced 
unprecedented difficulties related to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic in 2020. The year started 
well until the pandemic caused the Cultural 
Heritage Center to shut down in  mid- March 
and did not reopen until June 15. During 
these difficult times, our efforts to serve both 
South Dakotans and a national audience en-
abled us to maintain our mission to provide 
education on the state’s history. From of-
fering new digital programs for those being 
 home- schooled to installing new COVID-19 
public safety protocols when the museum 
 re- opened, museum staff responded strongly 
and performed admirably.
 Through digital programming efforts, mu-
seum staff attempted to increase the abilities 
of parents and teacher to remotely educate 
South Dakota’s youth. The museum provided 
access to many of the programming compo-

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the museum put 
precautions in place to keep visitors and staff safe.

A new temporary exhibit in the Observation Gallery 
centers	on	wild	plants	and	their	significance	to	South	
Dakota.
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RESEARCH AND PUBLISHING
 The Research and Publishing Office went 
through multiple transitions in 2020. Found-
ing director of the South Dakota Historical 
Society Press, Nancy Tystad Koupal, retired 
in June and managing editor of South Dakota 
History, Jeanne Kilen Ode, retired in Decem-
ber. Dedra McDonald Birzer was named the 
new director in October. Sarah Dozier joined 
as the accounting and order fulfillment assis-
tant in December.
 In June, the Western Writers of America 
(WWA) named the Press its John M. Cleary 
Homestead Honoree for outstanding support 
of the WWA and the literature of the Ameri-
can West. It chose the Press for its “dedica-
tion to providing readers with a wide range 
of diverse and inspirational books” about and 
for South Dakotans.
 This spring, the Press released three books. 
Fort Union and Fort William: Letter Book 
and Journal, 1833–1835, annotated and tran-
scribed by W. Raymond Wood and Michael 
M. Casler, presents original documents relat-
ed to the two posts that detail life at the forts 
and in the regional fur trade. Craig Volk’s A 
Dust Bowl Book of Days, 1932 draws on the 
Great  Depression- era diaries of his grand-
mother Margaret Spader Neises and an un-
published memoir by his mother to showcase 
women’s struggles and triumphs during that 
difficult time. A  fifteenth- anniversary reprint 
edition of Picturing the Past: South Dakota’s 
Historic Places by Jay D. Vogt and Stephen 
C. Rogers, with photographs by Scott Myers, 
celebrates the historic structures and sites 
throughout the state.
 Three additional titles came out in the 
fall. Abraham Lincoln: A Western Legacy by 
Richard W. Etulain examines the sixteenth 

president’s life and his influence on the 
American West. In “All Guns Fired at One 
Time”: Native Voices of Wounded Knee, 
1890, Jerome A. Greene provides new per-
spectives on the Wounded Knee Massacre 
through the accounts of American Indians 
who witnessed the bloodshed. The Voice of 
Liberty, a children’s book by Angelica Shir-
ley Carpenter and illustrated by Edwin Foth-
eringham, highlights how three New York 
suffragists staged a protest at the unveiling 
of the Statue of Liberty in 1886 to draw at-
tention to the fact that women in the United 
States could not vote.

 Staff completed editorial work on The 
Savior of Deadwood: James K. P. Miller on 
the Gold Frontier by David A. Wolff and 
George Armstrong Custer: A Military Life by 
Sandy Barnard. Design began on a new pic-
ture book, Charlie Russell and the Gnomes of 
Bull Head Lodge by Emily Crawford Wilson 
and illustrated by Jeanne Bowman. Develop-
ment for other forthcoming titles and for Pio-
neer Girl: The Revised Texts continued.
 South Dakota History, the society’s quar-
terly journal, completed its 50th year of pub-
lication. It featured issues on Benedictine 
missionaries and woman suffrage in South 
Dakota and articles on journalist Rose Wild-
er Lane, politician William T. La Follette and 
Lakota educator Clarence Three Stars. We 
also published three issues of the History 
Notes newsletter and maintained the Pioneer 
Girl Project website, pioneergirlproject.org.
 Follow the progress of current and forth-
coming projects on Facebook and Twitter. 
For a current catalog, visit the Press website, 
sdhspress.com.



STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY DONORS, 2020       
The South Dakota State Historical Society is pleased to receive donations of books, manuscripts, photographs, artifacts and ser-
vices. The society thanks the following individuals and organizations for contributing to the preservation of South Dakota’s herit-
age through their generous gifts to the archives and museum collections.

Annelle Afdahl
George Albrecht
John R. Aldridge
George Allen
Liz Almlie
Avis Anderson
Chuck Anderson
Wanda Anderson
Marilyn Arnold 
Lisa Asmus
Douglas Bakken
Shane Balkowitsch
Celia Benson
Daniel Bergeson
Heather Bigeck
Lynn Bixler
Bonnie Bjork
Lisa Bjorneberg
Becky Blue
Greg Boe
Annette Boitz
Rod Boltjes
Joye Braun
William Broughton
Dan Bucks
Ashley Carbone
Jim Carlson
Sharon Cavenah
Chuck Cecil
Margaret Chamley
Merritt Chesley
Mary Christopher
Clark Co. Clerk of  

Courts
Julie Close
Collected by staff
J. Sterling Crandall
Greg and Jill Dean
Earl and Pauline DeHoogh  

family
Glenn Denke
Des Moines Co. Historical 

Society, Burlington, IA
Laurel Dickinson
Michael Ehrmann
Joan Eitrheim
Joseph Elrod
Craig Ernster
Naomi  Even- Aberle
Kari and Kole Ewoldt
Mike Fagan
Don Faulstich
Karen Felhofer
Teri Finneman
Mark Flores
Roberta Gale
Tom Gaulke
Leesa Zarinelli Gawlih
Daniel Geppert
Brian Gevik
David Gilbertson
Grand Forks (ND) 

Audubon Society
Andy Grode
Roger Grohs
Kathy Hacking

Philip Hall
Virginia Hanson
Tom Hewitt
Harlene Hill
Beverly Huckins
Helen Hutchins
Hutchinson Co. Clerk of  

Courts
Mary Jacobson
Dale A. Johnson
Benjamin F. Jones
Susan Kimball
Theresa Kirby 
De Knudson
Nancy Tystad Koupal
Marilyn Kratz
Doug Kronaizl
Pat Kwasniewski
Rachelle Langdon
Lolita Larson
Bonnie Law
Sue Leaf
Rebecca Levy
Leo Lex
Charles Lucas
Laura McClanahan
McCook Co. Clerk of  

Courts
Mike McDaniel
Diana McGrail
Jennifer McIntyre
McMaster Museum of 

Art, Hamilton, ON
McPherson Co. Clerk of  

Courts
Jeff Mammenga
Jeanette Marshall
Valerie Mathes
Nancy Maylath
Barbara Michlitsch
William Miner

Dawn Morris
Margie Mundstock
Laura Munski
Jason Napravnik
Earl Neller
Chris Nelson
Diane Ness
Mary D. Nettleman
John Nickolas
Lynne Nicol
Dale Nighbert
Liv Norderhaug
Karin Olson
Taylor Overby
Barbara Paff
Lilah Pengra
Daniel Pietz
Mavis Poelstra
Jordan Priebe
Lois Quilligan
Roger Reed
Matthew Reitzel
Nancy Richards
Brian Robinson
Sharon Rogers
Charles M. Rose
Robert Rose
St. Joseph’s Catholic 

Church, Grenville, SD
Dick Sayre
Karon Schaack
Alvin Schaut
John Schladweiler
Gary Schmierer
Robin Schrupp
Leanna Secor
Kathleen Smart
Jay Smith
Chelle Somsen
SD Board of Nursing
SD Bureau of Administration

SD Department of Agriculture
SD Department of Corrections
SD Department of Education
SD Department of Environment 

and Natural Resources
SD Department of Health
SD Department of Public Safety
SD Department of Tourism
SD Department of Transportation
SD Department of Tribal Affairs
SD Department of Veterans Affairs
SD Governor’s Office of 

Economic Development
SD Legislative Research Council
SD Office of the Attorney General
SD Office of the Governor
SD Office of the State Engineer
SD Public Broadcasting
SD Secretary of State
Kim Smith
Ted Spencer
Ken R. Stewart
Andrine Stricherz
Laurinda Tapper
Catherine Taylor
Alana Traversie
Karen Tufnell
U.S. Bureau of Land 

Management, Billings, MT
Betsy Valnes
Tony Venhuizen
Verendrye Museum, Ft. Pierre
Jay D. Vogt
Janel Wagner
Lonis Wendt 
West River History Conference 

Inc., Rapid City
Jennifer  Williams- Curl
Susan  Young- Anderson
Cari Zocco

Donors to “Her Vote. Her Voice.” met in Rapid City to hear about the progress of the 
initative.



Volunteers help to preserve and interpret South Dakota’s history as they greet, guide, research and perform other vital tasks for 
the South Dakota State Historical Society. The society thanks the following individuals for sharing their time and talents at the 
Cultural Heritage Center, Archaeological Research Center, various archaeological sites and other venues related to special projects.

STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY VOLUNTEERS, 2020

Nina Akin
Frank Allen
Liz Almlie
Katherine Althoff
American Assn. of 

University Women
Laura Archambeau
Laura Armstrong
Karen Authier
Avera on Louise 

Health Campus
Carol Axtman
Mike Baker
Julie Bartling
Laurie Benson
Jodi Berscheid
Wyatt Beyer
Carrie Biondi
Black Hills State 

University
Eliza Blue
Bianca Boll
Megan Bordewyck
Scyller Borglum
Kirsten Bradsky
Angie Bren
Jan Brockel
Jasa Brockel
Clint Brown
Janet Brown
Brown Co.
Mary Buchholz
Lois Byrum
Paige Carda
Molly Carmody
Jeff Carsrud
The Center for 

Western Studies
Angie Christiansen
Corey Christianson
City of Aberdeen
City of Brookings
City of Custer
City of Pierre
City of Sioux Falls
City of Sturgis
City of Wall
Grace Clark
Danelle Cloutier
Amy Colgan
Jan Cone
Robert P.J. Cooney Jr.
Lori Cope
Corn Palace
Emily Costopoulos
Dakota State University
Molly Daniel
Linda Daugaard
Andy Deis
Jan Deis
Tim Dougherty
Jennie Doyen
Helene Duhamel
Judy Duhamel
JP Duniphan
Sandra Durick

Cindy Eilers
Natalie Eisenberg
Margaret Ellefson
Donna Fawbush
Cory Ferguson
Eileen Fischer
Roberta Forman
Catherine K. Forsch
Lauren Forsch
Tim Forsch
Glenna Fouberg
Lindsay Frankenfeld
Sara Frankenstein
Shirleen Fugitt
Jacque Fuller
Kristin Gabriel
Kevin Gansz
Sue Gates
Peggy Gibson
Blair Gilkyson
Tom Glanzer
Wanda Goodman
Paul Gough
Addie  Graham- Kramer
José- Marie Griffiths
Connie Grittner
Nikki Gronli
Connie Groop
Donna Gutenkauf
Brian Hagg
Randy Hanson
Anna Hays
Rachel Headley
Nicole Heenan
Karen Helke
Mary Helland
Marina Hendricks
Elizabeth Henriksen
Marnie Herrmann
Historic Downtown Yankton
Priscilla Hofer
Beth Hollatz
Alayna Holmstrom
Lila Houck
Noah Huber
Katie Hunhoff
Susan Irons
McCade Ivarsen
Fee Jacobsen
Ana Jensen
Julie Jensen
Maren Jensen
Mary Jean Jensen
Rick Jensen
Barbara Johnson
Carol Johnson
Julie M. Johnson
Melissa Johnson
Kay Jorgensen
Margo Julius
Tomoya Kai
Michelle Kane
Alexandria Kelly
Lynne Kendall
Patricia Kendall
Angela Kennecke

Kitty Kinsman
Kelly Kirk
Laurie Knutson
Amy Koenig
Nancy Tystad Koupal
Becky Kuehl
Carrie Kuhl
Jennifer Landis
Kristy Laue
Betty Leidholt
Jan Lester
Tara Locke
Joann Lonbaken
Roxanne Lucchesi
Victoria Lusk
Gail Lyngstad
Trish McCann
Amanda McCord
Erin McCormick
Becky McElroy
Jennifer McIntyre
Main Street Square
Anya Mattison
Kelly Maxwell
Elsie Meeks
Judith Meierhenry
Betty Meintsma
Paige Pearson Meyer
Mary Michaels
Jay Mickelson
Patricia Miller
C.J. Moit
Hannah Moravec
Laurie Nichols
Kristi Noem
Shane Nordyke
Amy Novak
Jill O’Brien
Jeanne Kilen Ode
Lynda Oldenkamp
Kevin Phipps
Tamara Pier
Wendy Pitlick
Sarah Pitts
Cindi Pochop
Doris Powell
Peg Preston
Elaine Pye
Linda Rabe
Jackie Radway
Megan  Reder- Schopp
Art Rezac
Ardys Roseland
Diana Ryan
Diana Saathoff
Tracy Saathoff
Stephanie Herseth Sandlin
Karla Santi
Kristina Schaefer
April Schave 
Mel Schopp
Karen Schreier
Mary Ann Schroeder
Kirby Schultz
Robin Schumacher
Sandy Schwan

Kyrin Wahlmeier
Constance Walter
John Weck
Gloria Welk
Melody Westra
Anne Wiseman
Rochelle Zens
Sandy Zinter
Zonta of the Black Hills
Luann Zuercher

Amy  Scott- Stoltz
Katelyn Short
Val Simpson
Cortney Slaight
Jennifer  Slaight- Hansen
Ron Smith
Virginia Driving 

Hawk Sneve
Deb Soholt
Georganne Sorenson
Jennifer Soule
SD League of 

Women Voters
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archive’s collections.



FOUNDATION
 To commemorate the centennial anniver-
sary of the passing of the 19th Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution giving most women 
the right to vote, Gov. Kristi Noem and the 
South Dakota Historical Society Foundation 
created the Women’s Vote Centennial Dele-
gation. Their project, a women’s history ini-
tiative called “Her Vote. Her Voice.,” gave a 
platform to amplify women’s stories as well 
as provide education on, stimulate dialogue 
about and raise funds to preserve women’s 
history in South Dakota. Officially kicked 
off during Women’s History Month in March 
2020, the people involved faced complica-
tions related to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
causing the cancellation of two years of prior 
planning and creating new directions for the 
project. These changes led to digital projects, 
including interviews of women leaders on 
podcasts and Facebook Live and websites 
and social media posts emphasizing stories 
about women’s history.
 Despite these struggles, numerous South 
Dakotans took part in supporting “Her Vote. 
Her Voice.” Through a major marketing cam-
paign and fundraising initiatives, over two 
hundred volunteers helped the initiative. 
Their work led to suffragist Mamie Shields 
Pyle being inducted into the South Dakota 
Hall of Fame, the erection of historical mark-
ers highlighting South Dakota suffrage sites 
and the collection of women’s artifacts. Ad-
ditionally, volunteers worked to get the in-
clusion of women on a statewide honor wall 
and to create “Her Vote. Her Voice.” memo-
rabilia. Their efforts will keep the stories of 
trailblazing suffragists alive for generations.
 The delegation leadership especially sup-
ported the initiative. We thank delegation 
chairwoman Patricia Miller, vice chair-

woman Tracy Saathoff, fundraising and 
events  co- chairs Lauren Forsch and Addie 
 Graham- Kramer and education  co- chairs 
Kelly Kirk and Jan Brockel for their incred-
ible work.
 Numerous external partners helped to 
properly commemorate the centennial as 
well. Local media outlets shone a light on the 
initiative and suffrage stories. State leaders 
commemorated the anniversary by lighting 
their landmarks in purple and gold. Civil or-
ganizations, historians and volunteers shared 
the suffrage inspired programming and vot-
ing messages. Local museums provided ex-
hibitions highlighting the history of the vote 
and individuals throughout the state.
 Multiple corporate leaders provided finan-
cial support as well. First PREMIER Bank, 
BankWest and Lawrence & Schiller enabled 
multiple aspects of “Her Vote. Her Voice.” 
NorthWestern Energy supported multiple 
education projects. Cindy Eilers provided an 
early donation to jump start the campaign. 
Linda Lea Viken sponsored two of the initia-
tive’s podcasts. Mary Chilton DAR Founda-
tion of Sioux Falls and Karen Schreier and 
Tim Dougherty helped fund the publica-
tion of the children’s book Voice of Liberty. 
In 2020, donors raised over $272,000 and 
moved the initiative closer to the goal of rais-
ing $1 million over the next three years.
 Follow the “Her Vote. Her Voice.” cam-
paign as we release more information on 
adopting a women’s collection and a related 
oral history project. We appreciate all of you 
whose belief in our mission is vital to our 
success. To donate or learn more, visit sdhsf.
org/donate. The foundation is a 501(c)(3) 
organization.
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Supporters of “Her Vote. Her Voice.” gathered in downtown Rapid City to mark the 
centennial of woman suffrage.



We would like to thank the following donors for their support of the programs of the South Dakota State Historical Society through 
their generous contributions to the South Dakota Historical Society Foundation in 2020. 
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Membership gifts of $125 or more are recognized in our leadership donor society, Heritage Circle. Members enjoy exclusive ben-
efits while ensuring that the history of our state is collected, preserved and shared through exhibits, education programs, special 
events and publications. We thank the following individuals and organizations for their Heritage Circle supporting membership in 
2020. 
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South Dakota State Historical Society Annual History Conference: South Dakota Icons

The 2021 History Conference will be held digitally via Zoom on Friday, Apr. 23 and Saturday, Apr. 24. A registration form will be 
available at history.sd.gov/aboutus/eventsanded.aspx. The sessions will cover topics related to iconic people and places, such as 
Joe Foss, the Crazy Horse Memorial, and the Black Hills. The audience will be able to ask questions and pick and choose sessions 
they wish to attend. All questions about the 2021 History Conference should be directed to Jay S. Smith, Museum Director, at jay.
smith@state.sd.us or call (605) 773-3798.

South Dakota State Historical Society
900 Governors Drive
Pierre, SD 57501
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