
OCETI SAKOWIN ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDINGS & 
STANDARDS NEEDS ASSESSMENT

INTERPRETATION DISCUSSION



BACKGROUND

HB 1290 signed March 3rd, 2007 

• Established the:
• Office of Indian Education
• Indian Education Advisory Council
• Educator preparation program SD Indian Studies requirement

• Tasked SD DOE and the Indian Education Advisory Council with 
developing course content for curriculum and coursework in SD 
American Indian history and culture

• Provided Board of Education Standards rule promulgation 
authority 

https://doe.sd.gov/contentstandards/documents/18-OSEUs.pdf

https://doe.sd.gov/contentstandards/documents/18-OSEUs.pdf
https://doe.sd.gov/contentstandards/documents/18-OSEUs.pdf


BACKGROUND

2008 – 2010: Core Concept Work Group
• Phase I: Identified the core concepts relative to teaching Oceti Sakowin history and 

culture

2010 – 2012: Essential Understandings Work Group
• Phase II: Established standards based on the framework of the core concepts

• Initially designed for compatibility with SD social studies standards and 
prioritized cultural relevance

• Standards approved by BOES on July 25, 2011

2011 – 2016: WoLakota Project
• Developed the WoLakota webpage to document and provide access to Elder 

interviews

2015 – 2018: Content Connectors and Standard Revision Process
• Content connectors and exemplar lessons were developed several content areas
• Standard revisions adopted by BOES on March 19, 2018

https://doe.sd.gov/contentstandards/documents/18-OSEUs.pdf

https://www.wolakotaproject.org/
https://www.wolakotaproject.org/oseu-exemplar-lesson-development/
https://doe.sd.gov/contentstandards/documents/18-OSEUs.pdf
https://doe.sd.gov/contentstandards/documents/18-OSEUs.pdf


SURVEY PURPOSE
Primary focus: Measure the implementation and critical needs of the 
OSEUS
Field Test – School year 2021-22

Components
1. Implementation of the OSEUS

• Awareness 
• Understanding 
• Instruction
• Assessment
• Frequency of usage of each standard
• Support for implementation of the OSEUS

2. Pedagogy
• Engaging in activities related to the OSEUS
• Activities celebrating Native history and culture

3. Successes and challenges to implementing the OSEUS

4. Technical quality of the survey

https://www.wolakotaproject.org/

https://www.wolakotaproject.org/
https://www.wolakotaproject.org/


PARTICIPATION

Educational Roles
• School Administrators 
• Teachers

Educational Structures
• Public school districts (149)
• Private school systems (47) 
• Tribal/BIE school systems (19) 

Survey Target Audience Survey Respondents 



PARTICIPATION ~ REPRESENTATIVE SAMPLE

Do the survey responses accurately represent the population?

Overrepresentation
• American Indian/Alaskan Native teachers (6.33%)
• Female teachers (6.12%)
• High school administrators (6.60%)

Underrepresentation
• White teachers (-11.97%)
• Middle school/junior high school administrators (-7.94%)
• Female administrators (-6.33%)
• White administrators (-5.23%)

Interpretations
• Results should be interpretated cautiously relative to generalizing outcomes for the above subgroups.



AWARENESS



UNDERSTANDING



TEACHING



ASSESSMENT



INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT



INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT



STANDARD USAGE FREQUENCY



PEDAGOGY



PEDAGOGY



PEDAGOGY

My school 
celebrates 
Native 
American 
culture and 
history in the 
following ways:



CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES



TECHNICAL QUALITY: PARTICIPATION ~ DEMOGRAPHICS

Category Subgroup Administrator Teacher
Survey Population Difference Survey Population Difference

Race/
Ethnicity

Asian 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 2.36% 0.55% 1.81%
Black/African American 0.61% 0.25% 0.36% 0.72% 0.24% 0.48%

Hispanic/Latino 1.84% 1.01% 0.83% 1.27% 1.41% -0.14%
Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.06% -0.06%

American Indian/Alaskan 
Native 8.59% 7.43% 1.16% 9.42% 3.09% 6.33%

White 83.44% 88.66% -5.23% 81.34% 93.31% -11.97%
Two or More 5.52% 2.64% 2.88% 4.89% 1.35% 3.54%

Total 100.00% 100.00% - 100.00% 100.00% -

Sex
Female 47.24% 53.57% -6.33% 79.39% 73.26% 6.12%

Male 52.76% 46.43% 6.33% 20.61% 26.74% -6.12%
Total 100.00% 100.00% - 100.00% 100.00% -

School Level

Elementary School (KG-5) 46.34% 45.00% 1.34% 49.82% 46.64% 3.18%
Middle School/Junior High (6-8) 14.63% 22.57% -7.94% 25.45% 24.13% 1.32%

High School (9-12) 39.02% 32.43% 6.60% 24.73% 29.23% -4.50%
Total 100.00% 100.00% - 100.00% 100.00% -
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