	
	
	



MUSEUM OF THE SOUTH DAKOTA STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
SDSHS Board of Trustees Report 
August 19, 2026
David Grabitske, Assistant Director and Museum Director 
 
Education 
Braeden Kluver has been hired as the new Curator of Interpretation, effective August 24, 2026.

To date, more than 2,000 people have visited the Cultural Heritage Center from thirty-eight states, the District of Columbia, and seven foreign countries on five different continents. While we are not surprised at the number of groups from Minnesota and North Dakota, the State of Maryland is also at the top of the list. 

Exhibition 
The first three rooms of the new exhibit opened amid fanfare of music students from River Bank Academy (aka Pierre Music) playing patriotic airs to a crowd of about 500 people on July 1. Lt. Gov. Tony Venhuisen, who is also a board member of the South Dakota Historical Society Foundation, was master of ceremonies. Francis Whitebird solemnized the event with a centering prayer. Karly Winter, president of the Foundation, addressed the crowd on the impact of the museum. Gov. Larry Rhoden spoke and then cut the ribbon with replica hand-forged scissors based on a Revolutionary War pattern. 

Exhibit vendor Split Rock Studios will be on-site September 28 to November 19 to install exhibits in the remaining three rooms. SDSHS Museum staff will again work with renowned mount maker Larry Hutchings to create mounts for displayed artifacts. 

Collections 
Corey Christianson resigned as registrar effective September 2, 2026. Work is underway to clarify her position description and find her replacement. 

Two longer-term projects revolve around preparations for the exhibit and improving data in our collections management database to eventually publish that catalog online. 

Curator of Collections Katy Schmidt will be teaching an online course in History Hub, coordinated by the Association of Midwest Museums. 

The following is a list of recent actions by the Collections Management Committee and offered collections were evaluated using the board-authorized collection rubric. 
 
1. Is the object authentic?  
2. Is the object relevant to the museum’s mission?  
3. Can the museum acquire clear title?  
4. Does the object have good provenance?  
5. Would the object be redundant?  
6. What is the condition of the object?  
· Matthew T. Reitzel, items related to former President Joseph P. Biden speaking at the South Dakota Democratic McGovern Days State Convention, Rapid City, 2026
Action: Accept for Permanent Collection.
· Jane Rasmussen, box of Albert Walker Powell’s ribbons related to South Dakota sheep raising, Sisseton, 1930s.
Action: Accept around 12 ribbons of the curator’s choice for the Permanent Collection.
· David Hartley, an iPod, Sudoku, and wall-mounted telephone, Pierre, 1990s-2000s.
Action: Accept the iPod for the Permanent Collection.
· Larry Rhoden, five variations of Rhoden for Governor pins, Union Center, 2026.
Action: Accept three as representative for the Permanent Collection.
· Candace Denowh, the Eugene Flint collection, Libby MT, 1940s-1950s.
This is the brother of Red Cross volunteer Frances Flint of Doland. Eugene was shot down over Germany and traded his flightsuit to a local for civilian clothes to evade the German Army. However, Eugene was caught and remanded to Stalag 1, where he became known as “the mole” for the number of tunnels he dug attempting to escape. After the war, while attending a POW reunion, the local returned his flight suit to him. 
Action: Accept for the Permanent Collection.
· Spirit of the Prairie Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, ornament from the main tree of Christmas at the Capitol for the semiquincentennial, 2025.
Action: Accept for the Education Collection.
· Sundae Simons, two pairs of Norwegian shoes, Grand Junction CO, late 19th century.
Action: Accept the inside shoes for the Permanent Collection.
· Paul Miller, Old Settler’s Association ribbon, Custer, 1906.
The ribbon was previously deaccessioned by the Society in 2012 but the accession number was not removed (why?), but more information was requested by the committee.
· Kayla Tinker, three pairs of shoes, two hats, fur stole, and fur muff, Pierre, late 19th to early 20th centuries.
The committee requested additional information before acting. 
· John Milne, Debra Anderson name plate and name badges, Washington DC, 1980s.
Action: Accept the name plate and two badges for the Permanent Collection.
· Jay Vogt, two quits by Elizabeth Vogt and a T.F. Riggs High School Letterman Jacket, 2000s.
Action: On condition that a Letter Jacket (Grey Zabel) with a stronger story is not available, accept the Letter Jacket for the Permanent Collection. Staff reached out to Zabel’s mother, who confirmed her son did not own a Letter Jacket.
· Joe Hillbury, autographed by Steve Wasniak an Apple II computer that was the first deployed in South Dakota schools, Pierre, mid-1980s.
Hillsbury worked for Department of Education and saved this computer since it was the first deployed. 
Action: Accept for the Permanent Collection.
· Marcus Patch, the Bible of Samuel A Ramsey, Woonsocket, late 19th century.
Ramsey was active in the Woman Suffrage Movement. The committee requested more information before taking action.
· Brenda Owens, signature quit, Reliance, ca 1900.
Action: Reject for the Permanent Collection as redundant (collection has three other signature quits, plus other signature items).
· Joan Krueger, Kodak Browning motion camera, place unknown, 1901-1935.
Action: Reject for the Permanent Collection as redundant (collection has fourteen other Kodak cameras, including three motion cameras). 
· Bryce Voigt, store tokens, Avon, 1930s.
Action: Reject for the Permanent Collection as redundant (there are 567 store tokens already).
· Lina Nehevitch, Father Ted from Red Cloud, 1970s.
Action: Reject for the Permanent Collection and refer to the Sisters of St. Francis at Marquette University. 
· Audrey Kammerer, key fobs made from the Capitol Dome, Las Vegas NV, 1965.
Action: Reject for the Permanent Collection as redundant (collection has two other examples).
 
Submitted by 
David M. Grabitske, DBA, MPNA
Assistant Director and Museum Director 


	
	
	



