	
	
	



MUSEUM OF THE SOUTH DAKOTA STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
SDSHS Board of Trustees Report 
March 20, 2026
David Grabitske, Assistant Director and Museum Director 
 
Education 
There was a successful Make IT-Take It on 21 February 2026 with 59 in attendance. 

Exhibition 
In the gallery, the walls are up, studded, have backer board applied, drywalled, and taped and sanded. Painting is expected to begin 3 March. Cleaning the large functional objects is scheduled for 16 March to be between initial and final coats of paint. Electrical work continues. Infrastructure construction is due to be completed 6 May 2026. 

Split Rock Studios will be on site 6 March 2026. Installation of SRS features is scheduled for the week of 18 May 2026. The first three rooms of the exhibit will open 1 July 2026. We appreciate as many of the Trustees that can attend are welcome to come for this milestone event. 

The remaining three rooms of the exhibit will open at the end of the year. More details will follow.

The next phase of American Indian Advisement is nearly complete. 
 
Collections 
Collections work continues around preparation for the new exhibit. 

The following is a list of recent actions by the Collections Management Committee and offered collections were evaluated using the board-authorized collection rubric. 
 
1. Is the object authentic?  
2. Is the object relevant to the museum’s mission?  
3. Can the museum acquire clear title?  
4. Does the object have good provenance?  
5. Would the object be redundant?  
6. What is the condition of the object?  
· Found in Collection, prolife signs, likely collected for Changing Times, Pierre, 2005?
Action:  Accept the red “stop abortion” sign for the Permanent Collection and dispose of the green lawn sign, 5-0.
· Sandra Kangas, Young Citizens League (YCL) ring, Pierre, 1950s.
Action:  Reject for the Permanent Collection as there is no provenance and the object duplicates those in the collection
· Peter Killian, original artwork (Cedar Mass Morning, Among the Yellow Mounds, Autumn at Castle Rock, The Floor of the Badlands, Case Hills Twilight, and Red Rocks Rendezvous), Aberdeen, 1990s-2020s.
Action:  Reject for Permanent Collection as the paintings fits the collecting scope of the South Dakota Art Museum.
· Steve Harding, USS Pierre items (samples of metal, commemorative items including information materials, ballcap, etc.), Pierre, 2025.
Action:  Accept for the Permanent Collection, 5-0.
· Cheryl Laurenz-Bogue, the BIA badge of James “Two Gun” Hart the brother of Alphonse Capone and bodyguard for President Calvin Coolidge while in South Dakota, 1926-1930s
Action:  Accept for the Permanent Collection.
· Collected by staff, U.S. Flag flown over the U.S. Capitol in 1989, concrete core from annex investigation 2026, signatures of staff on a winter count inspired wall painting c. 1994, Pierre
Action:  Accept for the Permanent Collection the concrete core and wall painting and accept for Education Collection the flag
· John Rasmussen, “flip-flop” computer (1-bit memory cell), beanie, chenille, diplome, nametag, and punchcards, of Lloyd Servis, Sisseton, 1964-1966
Action:  Accept for Permanent Collection.
· Steve Decker, two ribbons and a lighter, Belle Fouche and Deadwood, 1920s.
Action:  Accept for the Permanent Collection only the Sheriffs’ and Police Officers’ Association ribbon and reject the others for lacking provenance and duplicating the collection. 
· Lisa Perry, Nazi flag and officer’s ornamental dagger and the portfolio of Frank Delo Tyrell, Bancroft, 1940s.
Action: Accept the portfolio and reject the flag and dagger as duplicates.
Submitted by 
David M. Grabitske, DBA, MPNA
Assistant Director and Museum Director 


	
	
	



