	
	
	



MUSEUM OF THE SOUTH DAKOTA STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
SDSHS Board of Trustees Report 
May 13, 2026
David Grabitske, Assistant Director and Museum Director 
 
Education 
Ronette Rumpca will retire June 8, 2026. Plans are underway to fill her role. 

Exhibition 
The infrastructure in the gallery is almost 100 percent complete. Remaining work items are minor electrical and programmatic work to make the space functional. 

Split Rock Studios will deliver the exhibit furniture for Areas A and B beginning June 1. The delivery coincides with the Annual South Dakota History Conference. Francis Whitebird and staff will lead a tour to discuss the advisor work to shape the new exhibit during the conference at the Tuesday, June 2, Foundation Reception. 

The remaining three rooms of the exhibit will open at the end of the year. More details will follow.

Collections 
Collections work continues around preparation for the new exhibit. 

The following is a list of recent actions by the Collections Management Committee and offered collections were evaluated using the board-authorized collection rubric. 
 
1. Is the object authentic?  
2. Is the object relevant to the museum’s mission?  
3. Can the museum acquire clear title?  
4. Does the object have good provenance?  
5. Would the object be redundant?  
6. What is the condition of the object?  
· Rick Pritchard, State Centennial T-Shirt, Ree Heights, 1989.
Action:  Reject for the Permanent Collection, on the basis of 132 pre-existing tee-shirts and more than 700 commemorative artifacts.
· South Dakota Art Museum, transfer of artifacts collected by Harold Shunk from White Bull, William Fishgut, and James Buck Elk Thunder, Brookings, 1857-1930s. Harold Shunk was born into a Sicangu Lakota family near Philip, became a tank commander in the Marines during World War II. After the war he returned to the Bureau of Indian Affairs and served as a school superintendent for Sisseton, Turtle Lake, Cheyenne River and Rosebud reservations. Shunk remains one of the greatest member recruiters for the Society before becoming president of the Society’s board. He died in Rapid City in 1998.
Action:  Accept the White Bull powderhorn, and the Cartridge belt and holster of William Fishgut for the Permanent Collection. The remainder is declined as duplicative.
· John Rasmussen, 1-bit memory cell “flip-flop” computer, college beanie, chanielle, diploma, nametag, punchcards, CITY, 1960s.
Action:  Accept for Permanent Collection.
· Volunteer Fire Department, City of Pierre. Rubber safety catch net, Pierre, 1930s-1960s.  Action:  Accept for Permanent Collection.
· Berthold van Kamptz (artist, 1973-living) Coronavirus pandemic paintings of scenes of South Dakota, Hamburg, Germany, 2020.
Action:  Reject for Permanent Collection. The paintings will be referred to the South Dakota Museum of Art.
· Mary Gallup Livingston, national children’s program “Dragons Are Too Seldom” puppets by Markie Scholtz, Custer, 1970s.
Action:  Since the offer came from someone other than the owner, the committee suggested that an offer must come from Markie Scholtz. Based on available photographs, the committee would prefer the green dragon from the 1970s to represent her story.
· Heidi Fuhrman, artifacts belonging to Dr. Martin Luther Johnson DDS including paper records, photographs, clothing, Lead, early 20th century.
Action:  Reject the dental equipment for Permanent Collection. Encourage the Archives to consider archival material.
· Matthew T. Reitzel, South Dakota Centennial Coke Bottles, Pierre, 1989.
Action:  Reject for Permanent Collection as duplicative. 


Submitted by 
David M. Grabitske, DBA, MPNA
Assistant Director and Museum Director 


	
	
	



