	
	
	



MUSEUM OF THE SOUTH DAKOTA STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
SDSHS Board of Trustees Report 
December 12, 2025
David Grabitske, Assistant Director and Museum Director 
 
Education 
Education kits continue to serve the schools with an increase in rentals this fall. Staff presented at several colleges. Staff also presented its annual Make-n-Take program on 1 November 2025. The program made ornaments for the coming holiday season. There were 53 in attendance. 

We regret to note that the Humboldt Museum collection was dispersed this fall. 

Exhibition 
The day long looked for finally arrived. On 3 November 2025, McGough Construction of Sioux Falls began work on the gallery’s infrastructure. The South Dakota Historical Society Foundation continues to raise funds for the exhibit furniture part of the exhibit.

Split Rock Studios personnel was onsite to take glass doors and partitions to Minneapolis for sizing in the new exhibit. 

The next phase of American Indian Advisement is underway. 
 
Collections 
Collections work has centered around preparation for the new exhibit. 

Staff has also begun a rewrite of the collections policy, the last update being in 2010.
 
The following is a list of recent actions by the Collections Management Committee and offered collections were evaluated using the board-authorized collection rubric. 
 
1. Is the object authentic?  
2. Is the object relevant to the museum’s mission?  
3. Can the museum acquire clear title?  
4. Does the object have good provenance?  
5. Would the object be redundant?  
6. What is the condition of the object?  
 
· Larry Christenson, Toshiba laptop T3200, Ft. Pierre, 1990s.
Action:  Accept for the Permanent Collection, 5-0.
· W. B. Blumenthal, dress formal, Norwegian, Castlewood, 1880s.
Action:  Returned for further questions. 
· Thomas Hackl, optometry equipment (8 pieces), Hoven, 1930s.
Action:  Accept for Permanent Collection
· Platte Creek Brewing Company, additions to 250 collection (cozy, sticker, empty growler, bottle used to test initial run of beer), 2025.
Action:  Accept for the Permanent Collection.
· W. B. Blumenthal, dress formal, Norwegian, Castlewood, 1880s, reconsidered.
Action:  Accept for the Permanent Collection. 
· Transfer from the Kandiyohi County Historical Society, Willmar MN, three snow queen buttons, Aberdeen, 2012.
Action:  Accept for Permanent Collection.
· Janet Brekke, sort two footlockers of Frances Flint, a Red Cross volunteer, Redfield, 1940s-1960s.
Action:  Accept for the Permanent Collection. 
· Mary South, teacher’s school desk, between Wakonda and Volin, 1950s.
Action:  Reject for the Permanent Collection. 
· Monte Peters, assorted tools, location unknown, date unknown.
Action:  Reject for the Permanent Collection. 
· Patrick Callaghan, gift box from the commissioning of the USS Pierre, 2025.
Action:  Accept what is relevant for the Permanent Collection

Submitted by 
David M. Grabitske, DBA, MPNA
Assistant Director and Museum Director 


	
	
	



