South Dakota State Fair Commission Meeting Minutes
May 21, 2019 • 1 PM
Nordby Exhibit Hall, SD State Fairgrounds, Huron SD

Conducting: 
Chairman Dusty Anderson

1. Call to Order: Members present include: Tom Harmon, Erin Yost, Pam Geppert, Scott Cordts, Loren Noess, Faron Wahl via teleconference, Amanda Stade, Denise Muntefering, Gary Sharp, and Justin Bell
2. Agenda Additions/Changes: Dusty Anderson made a motion, seconded by Pam Geppert, to add 5.a: Sheep Barn brainstorm meeting. Approved by roll call vote. 
3. Approval of April 16, 2019 Minutes: Motion to approve was made by Geppert; seconded by Yost; motion approved by roll call vote.   

1. Open Forum - None
2. Financials: Available for review. 
3. 2019 State Fair

a. Bob Duxbury Award: Ballots were passed out for commissioners to vote on candidates. This will remain confidential until recipient receives award. 
b. Vending/Camping/Static: Joni Kiple reported that most contracts are confirmed that there are still a few open spaces. She is holding up on placing new vendors to see what is else me apply. Shelley reported that there are currently 1644 campers reserved, out of the 1758 from 2018. Gate 13 is 57 campers from what we had reserved at start of fair in 2018. We have 81 in Gate H which is 4 more than the start of the fair in 2018. All Premium Books are online except Beef and Horse Departments. Education will start dropping exhibits soon. Vince explained we are exploring additional power at Gate 13 but have not yet confirmed feasibility. 
c. Wine Pavilion: Last year the Wine Pavilion operated without a grant funds. This year there are grant funds available. Besch is applying for grant funds for 2020 fair. 
d. Horse Department Events: Besch reported there will not be Mounted Shooters at this year’s fair due to low numbers. Exploring adding a goat tying event which would be held in the North Arena. 
e. Other: There will be an OC Beef department meeting this afternoon. Besch mentioned Cindy Christensen has been hired as an assistant. Pam Singrey and Dwight Hossle will remain as co-superintendents. However, Pam will be stepping down as superintendent but will help this year to ensure a smooth transition.  
4. Off-Season Events: Wheel Jam will be the first full weekend of June. NJHFR will be in June. Contact the Huron Chamber & Visitors Bureau to volunteer. Dirt work has started in the infield with the arena starting to be set-up June 3rd. Need volunteers June 20-22, 2019.
5. Maintenance & Repair Projects: The large electrical project was broken into 6 smaller projects. Vince reported that there is electrical pole testing being done. The Expo bathroom is being upgraded, along with the Family Living Center restrooms. The North Stalls roof is also being repaired after the roof collapsed due to snow load.  
a. Sheep Barn Meeting: There was a meeting with the goat and sheep superintendents and representatives from each species as well as representatives from Office of State Engineer and some other engineers. This was an information gathering session to determine needs from both goats and sheep, as well as the State Fair, in an effort to design a multi-use building that will ultimately replace the existing sheep barn. The information obtained will be compiled to create a design and estimated cost.  
6. Commissioner or Manager Reports or Updates: Noess reported that when Peggy spoke to the Rotary in Sioux Falls, she made a good impact on them. Loren was contacted by a member that may be interested in serving on the foundation. Harmon suggested we explore having a sheep shearing contest at the fair. Cordts inquired about VIP sales which Besch said are going well. Muntefering as about the storm damage done to the sheep barn. Besch stated it was under the deductible amount. Stade mentioned the Animal Projects person resigned so the state office will take over. Bell inquired about the craft beer barn concept in the Senior Center. Besch stated nothing has been done to date but still hope to do something in the future. 
7. Executive Session (Move for executive session pursuant to SDCL 1-25-2(3) to discuss contractual meter): None
8. Next meeting: July 16, 2019. 
9. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn was made by Yost, seconded by Geppert; motion carried by roll call vote. 
This meeting is being held in a physically accessible place.  Individuals needing assistance, pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, should contact the South Dakota State Fair at (605/353-7340) in advance of the meeting to make any necessary arrangements.
