
Revised Agenda 

State Conservation Commission 
Monday, November 17, 2025 
8:15 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. CDT (approximate) 
Matthew Training Center 
Joe Foss Building  
523 E Capitol Ave, 
Pierre, SD 57501 
605.773.3623

Conflict of Interest Disclosure Commission 

Introductions
Approval of September 22 minutes
Request for New Business to be Placed on the Agenda
Corrections/Approval of Past and Upcoming Travel
Correspondence

Division of Resource 
Conservation & Forestry 

Staff/Chair 
Commission 

Grant Program/Updates/Amendments/Status Reports/Reversions Alex Roeber 

2025 Fall Grant Application Review Commission 

2025 Fall Grant Funding Selection Commission 

Revolving Loan Report
Emergency Revolving Loan Applications (if any are requested) Jordan Turgeon 

2026 Docket Alex Roeber 

2026 Guidelines (Commission, shelterbelt grants, and I&E guidelines) and
Priorities Commission 

Commission Member & Division Reports (if time permits) Commission & RCF 

Advisory Board Member Reports: (SD School & Public Lands, GFP, NRCS, SDSU
Extension Service, SDSU Experiment Station) **Other Partners (if time permits) Advisory Board Members 

Open Forum and Public Comment All 

New Business Commission 

Location of Next Meeting
Ending Remarks & Adjourn Chair 

Additional Instructions: 
**Advisory Board and other partners are requested to submit a written report due to the time restrictions we will be under with Grant 
Review/Selection and 2026 Docket discussion.  Please send those to alex.roeber@state.sd.us by November 3.    

Please let Jordan Turgeon know if you are planning to attend in person. This helps speed getting through security the 
morning of the meeting. Jordan’s number is 773.6718. Jordan’s email is Jordan.Turgeon@state.sd.us.  

To be included in the public record, written comments must include a full name and city of residence and meeting the 
submission deadline of seventy-two hours before the public meeting. All commenters are required to state their name and 
address (city) BEFORE being allowed to speak. 

To access the meeting via Microsoft Teams, please click the following link: Join the meeting now. To access it 
via telephone, please dial 1-605-679-7263, then enter the conference code 937327129 followed by #. We ask 
that participants mute their phones or computer microphones when not speaking. 

This meeting is being held in a physically accessible place. Individuals needing assistance, pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
should contact the Division of Resource Conservation and Forestry (605.773.3623) at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting to make any 
necessary arrangements. 

Because of the number of grant applications under consideration, agenda items may be moved up or down on the agenda as to make efficient use of time. 

Individuals requiring assistive technology or other services in order to participate in the meeting or materials in an alternate format should contact Brian Walsh, 
Nondiscrimination Coordinator, by calling (605) 773-5559 or by email at Brian.Walsh@state.sd.us as soon as possible but no later than two business days prior to 
the meeting in order to ensure accommodations are available 





State Conservation Commission Minutes  
September 22, 2025 

Huron Event Center & Teams 

Call to Order:  Chairman Doug Hansen, the meeting to order at 8:00 AM CT. 

Roll Call of Members: Gene Williams (Teams), Tom Glover (Teams), Dusty 
Rodiek, Dean Odden, Doug Hansen, Bruce Haines, Charlie Moe, and Duane 
Schneider.  

Members Absent: Bill Coburn.  

Others present: Bill Smith (DANR), Alex Roeber (DANR), Paul Lorenzen 
(DANR), Angela Ehlers (SDACD), Tami Moore (Miner Conservation District), 
Yvette Kirkman (Lawrence and Butte conservation districts), Colette Kessler 
(NRCS), Tony Sunseri (NRCS), Keith Fricke (Moody Conservation District), 
Laura Kahler (South Dakota Grasslands Initiative, Travis Entenman (Minnehaha 
Conservation District), Trevor Williams (Jackson Conservation District), Kyle 
Reeves (Clark Conservation District), Tim Gleason (Roberts Conservation 
District), Gavin Brucklacher (Haakon Conservation District), Ken Steele (Gregory 
Conservation District), Bryan Kludt (Hutchinson Conservation District), Katie 
Schulte (Haakon Conservation District), Valerie Feddersen (Jones Conservation 
District), Deanna Kinkel (Codington Conservation District), Amy Sis (Grant 
Conservation District), Mike Baldwin (Custer Conservation District), Mike Larson 
(NRCS), Jake Stewart (Hand Conservation District), Tate Lantz (NRCS), Ryan 
Wendinger (GFP), Bonnie Schmidt (Harding Conservation District), Elyssa 
Barkman (Perkins Conservation District), Arthur Beringer (Potter Conservation 
District), Robert Rausch (Potter Conservation District), Larry Wagner (Brule-
Buffalo Conservation District), Karl Jensen (Lawrence Conservation District), 
Calvin Thompson (Roberts Conservation District), Yvette Kirkman (Butte, 
Lawrence, and Elk Creek conservation districts), Maggie Hanson (Roberts 
Conservation Districts), Tim Reich (Butte Conservation Districts), Cliff Conroy 
(Butte Conservation District), Meshele Townsend (Edmunds Conservation 
District), Karen Yost (McPherson Conservation District), Kimberly Schweiss 
(Potter Conservation District), Fred Butzke (McCook Conservation District), 
Ashley Mussetter (Roberts Conservation District), Jeff Meadows (Lake 
Conservation District), Lori Stevens (Brown County Conservation District), Tami 
Moore (Miner Conservation District), and Chuck Anderson (Perkins Conservation 
District). 



 

 

Others present (Teams): Jordan Turgeon (DANR) and April Reiter (DANR). 
 
Conflict of Interest Disclosure: None. 
 
Review of the July 24 Meeting Minutes: A motion was made by Dean Odden 
and seconded to approve the July 24 meeting minutes as submitted.  Roll call 
vote: Tom Glover-aye, Dusty Rodiek-aye, Dean Odden-aye, Bruce Haines-aye, 
Duane Schneider-aye, Bill Coburn-absent, Charlie Moe-aye, Gene Williams-aye, 
and Doug Hansen-aye. Motion carried.  
 
Upcoming travel:  Bill Smith gave an update for upcoming travel.  
 
Request for new business to be placed on the agenda: None. 
 
Correspondence: None.  
 
 
Revolving Loan Report: Alex Roeber gave the revolving loan status report. 
 
Emergency Revolving Loan Applications: Alex Roeber presented the 
Minnehaha Conservation District’s revolving loan application for a Bobcat skid 
steer. The grant was originally submitted in January after the deadline to be 
considered for the January meeting and DANR forgot to bring it forth for 
consideration in July. 
 
A motion was made by Charlie Moe and seconded to approve the Minnehaha 
Conservation District’s request to purchase a Bobcat skid steer in the amount 
of $36,400. Roll call vote: Tom Glover-aye, Dusty Rodiek-aye, Dean Odden-aye, 
Bruce Haines-aye, Duane Schneider-aye, Bill Coburn-absent, Charlie Moe-aye, 
Gene William-aye, and Doug Hansen-aye. Motion carried. 
 
Grant Extension/Amendment requests: None. 
 
Grant Report: Alex Roeber provided the commission with a status report on the 
grant program. As of right now, there is $885,176.74 in grant funds available. 
 
Division Report: Paul Lorenzen updated the Commission on division activities. 
The Riparian Buffer Initiative (RBI) continues to general interest. DANR has 
enough landowner interest to fully enroll all the ARAP funds between buffers and 



 

 

animal waste systems. We are expecting our FY25 319 funds soon, so we will be 
able to award funds for projects. 
 
Advisory Board Members Reports: Angela Ehlers gave the SDACD report. 
Tony Sunseri provided updates on USDA and NRCS. Ryan Wendinger provided 
an update of GPF activities. Chuck Pyle also provided an update on the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service Partners for Fish and Wildlife programs. 
 
Open Forum and Public Comment: Tim Reich addressed the Commission 
regarding Envirothon. Tim relayed the importance of the program to provide youth 
with environmental education. Tim said that the program has helped thousands of 
youths.   
 
Next Meeting location and place: The next commission will be held in Pierre in 
November. Date and time to be determined.   
 
Ending Remarks: Chairman Hansen asked the audience to raise their hand if they 
this was their first commission meeting. He thanked the audience for the 
attendance and for speakers keeping their comments brief. 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting adjourned at 9:05 AM CT.   
            
 





 
 

November 2025 

 State Conservation Commission Meeting – TBA 

 Game, Fish and Parks Commission Meeting – November 6 – 7 – Pierre/Zoom. 

    

December 2025 

 SDACD Board meeting – December 1 – Pierre 

 Game, Fish and Parks Commission Meeting – December 4 – 5 – Pierre/Zoom. 

 NRCS Local Working Group Training with Ray Ledgerwood – December 8 & 9 – 

TBD. 

 Nonpoint Task Force Meeting – December 9 – Pierre. 
 NRCS State Technical Committee Meeting – December 10 – Pierre/Teams. 

January 2026 

 State Conservation Commission Meeting (Loan Round) – TBA. 

 Game, Fish and Parks Commission Meeting – TBA. 

    

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

February 2026 

 Ag Fest – February 2 – Ramkota, Pierre.______________________________ 

 Game, Fish and Parks Commission Meeting – TBA. 

 NACD Annual Meeting – February 15 – 19 – San Antonio, Texas.  

 ______________________________________________________________. 

 ______________________________________________________________. 

 

 







 
 

 
CHARLES MIX CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

PO BOX 249 
LAKE ANDES, SD  57356 

PHONE (605) 487-7577 
charlesmixconservationdistrict@gmail.com 

 
 

September 15, 2025 
 
 
RE: Grant #2025-CSW-008 
 
South Dakota Conservation Commission 
523 East Capital 
Pierre, SD  57501 
 
South Dakota Conservation Commission: 
 
The Charles Mix Conservation District would like to request the use of the 
2025 Conservation Commission Docket.  These grants were written for the 
fall round in 2024, so the 2024 Conservation Commission Docket was used.  
With the increase of tree prices and the additional cost of labor – the new 
rates will be a definite benefit to our producers. 
 
Please consider our request for the use of the current Conservation 
Commission Docket.  It would be truly appreciated.  Thank you for your 
consideration. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dawn Schulte 
District Manager 
Charles Mix Conservation District 

 
 



Pennington Conservation District
414 E Stumer Rd STE 300
Rapid City, SD 57701
PenningtonCD@SDConservation.net
605-503-5299

October 15, 2025

South Dakota Department of Agriculture & Natural Resources
523 E Capitol Ave
Pierre, SD 57501

Subject: Request for Modification to Grant 2025-CSW-032

Dear Department of Agriculture & Natural Resources,

The Pennington Conservation District is requesting a modification to grant 2025-CSW-032. We
would like to amend the grant to include Fall River County in the project scope.

Please let us know if any additional documentation or steps are required to complete this
modification.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Eva Chase
District Manager
Pennington Conservation District







GRANT FUND SB170 (2022) PESTICIDE OTHER GRANTS SB 170 GRANTS DIVISION REVERTED DEOBLIGATED OTHER ACCOUNT
DATE DEPOSITS DEPOSITS DEPOSITS DEPOSITS INTEREST AWARDED AWARDED FUNDING FUNDS FUNDS DEDUCTIONS BALANCE

========================================================================== =============== ================ =============================== ============== ============ ============== ============== ==============
FY 2026 -$                    SB170 Balance 

277,423.16$        Commission  Balance
500,000.00$           777,423.16$        

========================================================================== =============== ================ =============================== ============== ============ ============== ============== ==============
SUBTOTAL 500,000.00$           0.00$                  0.00$                            0.00$                   0.00$                      0.00$                      0.00$                  0.00$                 0.00$               0.00$                 0.00$                 777,423.16

CUMMULATIVE TOTALS 20,215,428.83$      100,000.00$       1,011,263.98$               803,406.27$         1,969,945.90$        0.00$                      0.00$                  0.00$                 0.00$               0.00$                 0.00$                 

Total revenues FY2025 500,000.00$         $133,195.63
 Total revenues to date 24,100,044.98$    

$910,618.79
Tentative Fall FY2026 reversions
District Grant # Amount Grant End date Fund Type
Davison 2025-CSW-014 -$                     12/31/2025 Commission
Kingsbury 2023-CSW-017 6,544.12$            06/30/2024 Commission
Bennett 2025-CSW-003 10,444.00$           12/31/2025 Commission
Butte 2025-CSW-006 -$                     12/31/2026 Commission
Marshall 2022-CSW-009 8.47$                   06/30/2025 Commission
Custer 2023-CSW-008 41,778.25$           06/30/2025 Commission
Minnehaha 2023-CSW-022 10,000.00$           12/31/2025 Commission
Minnehaha 2023-CSW-021 9,388.71$            06/30/2025 Commission
Jerauld 2024-CSW-010 28,902.19$           06/30/2025 Commission
Davison 2025-CSW-013 -$                     12/31/2025 Commission
Charles Mix 2024-CSW-003 -$                     12/31/2025 Commission
Davison 2024-CSW-023 254.19$               06/30/2025 Commission
Miner 2023-CSW-031 -$                     06/30/2025 Commission
Hamlin 2024-CSW-026 433.65$               12/31/2025 Commission
Charles Mix 2025-CSW-007 -$                     12/31/2026 Commission
Beadle 2025-CSW-002 1,852.88$            12/31/2025 Commission
Corson 2025-CSW-011 146.77$               12/31/2025 Commission
Hughes 2023-CSW-013 23,442.40$           06/30/2025 Commission
Total $133,195.63

Commission Reversions
 SB170 Reversions 

Total Funds Available:





Custer Thinning for Resilient Forest $90,000.00 $48,221.75 $55,464.01 180

Davison Awareness & Outreach $1,500.00 $1,245.81 $1,245.81

Hughes 2023/25 Tree Initiative $35,000.00 $11,557.60 $44,606.11 18,662 9.5

Jerauld Windbreak Tree Planting $40,000.00 $11,097.81 $20,655.31 18,117 7.0

Marshall Multi-purpose & Multi-practice $50,000.00 $49,745.41 $115,140.05 39,419 17.8 24

Miner State Wide Career Dev. Plan $3,630.00 $3,630.00 $11,045.59

Minnehaha SHELTERBELT RENOVATION $11,000.00 $1,611.29 $11,605.29 0.8

Total $231,130.00 $127,109.67 $259,762.17 76198 35.1 24 180

Grant Summary & Milestones Ending June 30, 2025

DugoutsDistrict Grant Title Funds 
Awarded  Cost-Share Match Fabric (LF)

Forest 
Thinning 
(Acres)

Windbreaks 
(Acres)
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Bennett County Conservation District 

Bennett/Badlands Tree Plantings 2025 

Grant #2025-CSW-003 

January 1, 2025 – December 31, 2025 

 

Final Report:  Bennett/Badlands Tree Plantings 2025 
 Grant #:  2025-CSW-003 

Summary of Accomplishments for Grant 

This is the final report for the Bennett/Badlands Tree Plantings Grant #2025-CSW-003.   

The Bennett and Badlands Conservation Districts did not approve any applications for tree 
plantings for 2025 due to the drought.     

The Districts provided news articles with information about the grant program to the local 
newspapers for publication.  Information was included in the Districts’ newsletters and annual 
report.   

We are also sending a letter to turn back the funds under this grant.   

Thank you.   

 

 







CHARLES MIX CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

FINAL REPORT 

COST SHARE GRANT #2024-CSW-003 

BRUSH MANAGEMENT 

 

The Charles Mix Conservation District would like to submit the final report on Brush Management Cost 
Share Grant#2024-CSW-003  This grant was provided for our producers for assistance with control of 
invasive plant species (mainly cedar).  The control of invasive plant species in pastures gave more 
grazing land for cattle and wildlife. 

We provided service to 9 producers we have over 174.71 hours of shredding we provided to Charles 
Mix, Bon Homme, and Gregory county producers.  Many producers were very overwhelmed as how 
much shredding we were able to do in a short time and how big of a difference it made for grazing.  
Several producers wished they could have us do more hours with funding.  Some did have us do more 
shredding because it did such a big impact on their ground.  This grant we shredded though out the 
whole county of Charles Mix and did some in Gregory county.  When we started with one producer the 
neighbors seen what a big difference it was and had us shred for them.  

Charles Mix Conservation District considers this project very beneficial to our producers, since we have 
so much invasive plant species (mainly cedars) due to the river hills in our area.  We want to Thank the 
Commission for this grant and our producers appreciate the assistance. 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Dawn Schulte, District Manager 

Charles Mix Conservation District 









 

 

 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 



 
Davison Conservation District 
1820 N. Kimball St., Suite B 

Mitchell, SD 57301 
605-996-1564 Ext. 3 

 
 
 

August 21, 2025 
 
 
 
South Dakota Conservation Commission 
c/o Alex Roeber 
Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources 
523 E. Capitol Ave. 
Pierre, SD 57501 
 
Dear South Dakota Conservation Commission: 
 
The Davison Conservation District would like to present the final report for Grant 
number 2024-CSW-023 that was for awareness and outreach.  The following items are 
what have been accomplished with the funds that the district received from the 
commission grant. 
 

 Printing and mailing of annual newsletter 
 Soil Health meeting in Mitchell 
 “Beef on Betts” Ag Tour  

 
If there are any further questions you may have concerning this grant, please feel free to 
contact our office. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Debbie Bartscher 
Asst. District Manager 
 
 
 
 







Hamlin County Conservation District                                                                                    
PO Box 165                                                                                                                                            
Hayti, SD 57241      
Phone  (605)783-3642 x4 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                        
 
                                                                                                                             August 28, 2025  
 
 
SD Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Division of Resource Conservation and Forestry 
Attn:  Jordan Turgeon 
523 E Capitol Ave 
Pierre, SD 57501 
 
Final Report Grant 2024-CSW-026 
 
Dear Jordan Turgeon: 
 
With the Hamlin Conservation 2025 Tree Planting Grant, our district was able to provide 
funding for five area producers. We planted trees and shrubs on five sites and applied fabric to 
each one. Due to the volume of precipitation, we had received, one producer was forced to 
cancel his project.    
 
A total of 1,256 trees and shrubs were planted. Totaling 6.8 acres, which exceeded our estimate 
of 5 acres to be planted. 
The total cost share paid out on the five projects was $8,271. The producers were responsible for 
at least 60% of the total cost, which totaled $12,588. 
 
The Hamlin District appreciates this funding resource, and we hope to continue to receive these 
awards in the future. We are all benefitting from the reduced soil erosion, improved air and water 
quality, increased wildlife habitat and county aesthetics.  
 
 
Thank you, 
 
Peggy Loomis, District Manager 
Hamlin County Conservation District 
Box 165 
Hayti, SD 57241 
(605)783-3642 x4 
hamlincd@sdconservation.net 



















State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 01/01/2026 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: -$                 -$                
Commission Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

Conservation Education & Awareness 2024-CSW-020 07/01/2024 12/31/2026 1,500.00$             1,500.00$       
Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

12,500.00$  

-$  

This grant would be for landowners that do not qualify for any other cost sharing methods to help renovate and plant new windbreaks. Currently 
there are several landowners in our area that don’t have the means to fully pay for the shelterbelts that would benefit their land, livestock,wildlife, 
and farmsteads. 

 The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2025 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other restrictions as listed there.
 All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
 Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
 District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
 District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
 Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.
 The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
 The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
 Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the grant.

12,500.00$  

November 2025

Aurora Shelterbelts

12/31/2027

25,000.00$  





{p

BUDGET SHEET 

The total for each of these three sections should equal the “Total Project Cost” on page 1. 

A. Operating Budget
1. Salary/Benefits   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .
2. Travel   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .
3. Contractual Services   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 
4. Supplies   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 
5. Equipment (list major equipment)   .   .   .   .
6. Consultation Services   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .

Total Project Costs   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .     __________________ 
__________________ 
__________________ 
__________________ 

______________ 
__________________ 
__________________ 

This total must equal _____________

B. Activity Budget

1.
2. 
3.
4. 
5. 
6.
7.
8.  

Activity Grant Funds Local Funds Local In-Kind Other Funds Total

Totals 
This total must equal

C. Project Partners

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Partners Amount Cash Amount In-Kind Total

This total must equal

Totals

Please  application and attachments to the South Dakota Department of Agriculture .

$ 25,000.00

$25,000.00 $91,275.00

tree removal
trees
fabric & installation

3,000.00
3,000.00
6,500.00

$3,000.00
$3,000.00
$6,500.00

$12,500.00 $12,500.00

$91,275.00

DANR

landowner
12,500.00

12,500.00
$12,500.00

$12,500.00

$25,000.00 $25,000.00

$91,275.00



Shelterbelt Cost-Share 

Project Descriptions and Need 

 Primary Beneficiaries--- will be landowners in Aurora County that 
have not been able to put in shelterbelts or update the shelterbelts because 
they are or will not be eligible for any federal or local cost share programs 
that are currently available.   

Implementation, maintenance, and follow-up---The Aurora County 
Conservation District will design a tree plan and have it approved by the SD 
Dept of Ag Area Forester and then the district will plant and lay fabric on the 
shelterbelts after the landowner has prepped the ground as recommended 
in our tech guide.  Landowners will be responsible for the care and upkeep 
of the shelterbelts, with the district monitoring them to make sure they are 
maintained. 

Project location---All projects will be completed in the boundaries of 
the Aurora County Conservation district. 

 Special needs---Landowners that do not qualify for any other cost 
sharing program is the most need.  Shelterbelts are not cheap and with 
some landowners not being able to get cost share they feel there is no way 
they can afford to be able to restore or get new windbreaks. Windbreaks 
are vital for the wind and snow protection.  With the winds and snow that 
we have in our area and no shelterbelts, this can be devasting on the 
animals, crops and farmsteads.  Wind as we know it causes erosion of 
fields and blowing the good top soil.  Wind has damaging crop loss when 
there is no protection. Snow with or without wind is so harsh on animals, 
whether they are livestock or wildlife.  It causes animals to suffer stress, 
takes energy from them, which takes away from their overall health.  Our 
wildlife has more causalities without the protection of their habitat.  

 On the ground site activities---Site preparation will be done by 
checking the soils, chemical history and drawing up a tree plan that will be 
the most beneficial for the producer, livestock, wildlife and land.  All 
requirements that are needed for any federal cost share will be done to 
make sure this is safe for the producer and animals, including cultural 



resources, utility lines, and ensuring no endangered species.  The producer 
will make sure the site is ready to go by weed control, removal of trees and 
making sure the ground is properly prepared for the planting will start. 

Project part of another effort---These projects will not be part of any 
other regional or watershed projects. 

 Project management and protection---Producers receiving cost share 
will manage and protect their shelterbelts at their cost, with the 
Conservation district monitoring them to make sure they get established 
and are not destroyed.  This will be done by spot checking to make sure 
tree are replaced and well maintained. 

Required permits—no federal, state or local permits will be required 
prior to the establishments of these projects in Aurora County. 

 Final products---Any shelterbelt weather it’s one row to 10 rows will 
help everyone in the long run.  From helping the wildlife to have better 
habitat for survival rate, to helping the landowner cut the harsh winds if 
planted to by the crops, and especially helping the livestock in all weather 
conditions.  This will help with the overall health of the livestock, and have 
less farming costs for the producer.  A renovated tree belt will be able to put 
the shelterbelt back to its original state where it was first planted many 
years ago, and knowing that it’s a good location for the environment. 

 Partner justification—The South Dakota department of Agriculture 
Resource Conservation and Forestry division will provide funds through the 
conservation commission grant help the landowners and the Aurora County 
Conservation district.  The district will provide assistance where it is needed 
from the application process in the tree planning, to planting, and all report 
and recording keeping. The landowner will provide the costs that the 
commission grant does not cover and be responsible of all upkeep of the 
windbreak.  With the DANR, the Aurora County Conservation District and 
the help of the landowner we will be able to establish and maintain new 
windbreaks for years to come. 



 
AURORA COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
Po Box 277 
Plankinton SD  57368 
(605- 682-9668) 
AGENDA FOR Monday August 4th 2025 
  
PLACE OF MEETING: USDA Ag Service Center Bldg 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Mike Konechne, Jeremy Johnson, Dale 
Steffen, Sherry Schumacher advisor 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Bob Bruns, Dan Hargreaves 
 
GUESTS: District Manager, Jody Hauge; District Conservationist, Shaun Holcomb, RUC, Heidi Reintz  
 
CALL TO ORDER: 5:03 P.M. on Monday, August 4th, 2025  
SECRETARY’S MINUTES:  Included.  Motion to approve Dale Steffen 2nd Jeremy Johnson, Motion 
carried 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  
Treasure report was reviewed  Motion to accept Dale Steffen 2nd Jeremy Johnson Motion carried 
 
AGENDA: 
Area meeting July 30th—discussed fair, Dakota Fest, reports that need to go to the state 
Convention Sept 21-23—In Huron 
Endowment fund—Vince Assmus—it was our year to do the endowment fund, and I nominated Vince, 
since he helps so much with the conservation district and was a past board member. 
Was asked what is the endowment fund and where does the money go, and does it have to be $1000 
per nominee 
Loss control survey—tomorrow at 8:30 
Commission grant—discussion was held on the commission grant to apply for $12500 to help with 
tree planting and a renovation.  I have 4 producers that I hope with qualify for this for 2026-2027.  
Motion to accept Dale Steffen 2nd by Jeremy Johnson.  Motion carried 
 
Machinery fixed---enclosed trailer at Kieffer’s Repair needs new axels—wore down new tires to go   
to MN—talked to Ross Kieffer and will put a 5000 pound axle 
                             Drill—middle box shaft broke at fixed at WL welding  $624.18 
                            fabric and tree planting machines Mark Hanten is going to revamp them this 
winter with the help of Doug Thiry 
 
New drill-waiting on quotes on trading in drill  Jim Pfiefer Sioux Falls  Keith VanDenHoek Corsica, 
John Deere-Corsica, David Scheetz in Parkston 
 
Brule county coming in and planting trees—we discussed Brule County coming into our county to 
plant trees for 2 producers   I had reached out to Zach and asked him why he had done this, and he 
stated that he was asked by the producer to do this as he said he had done it several years ago.  I 
told him we didn’t appreciate it, and he should have notified us that he was going to do this. 
 
Acres-   49.32 acres trees -15 producers, drilled 140 acres 9 producers and spread fertilizer on 40.67 
acres for 1 producer. We also hand planted 1000 trees for 5 producers  
 
paperwork to review 

unapproved 



open law-must be done annually—we reviewed the handout on the open-law meeting requirements 
and will review them annually. 
 
Field Office Emergency Operations plan review-reviewed the emergency operation plan 
Safety Manual-updated the safety manual 
SDPAA insurance-reviewed the insurance plan, and updated where the tree stock and fabric is listed 
Handouts-profit and loss , a/r—went over our recent statements to see where we are financially sitting 
at this time 
Motion to approve all reports Jeremy Johnson, 2nd Dale Steffen.  Motion carried 
 
NRCS REPORT: Shaun talked about hiring freeze, there are 19 CRP renewals and new contracts.  5 
new CSP contracts, 0 EQIP were funded—not ranked high enough. Motion to approve Jeremy 
Johnson, 2nd Dale Steffen  Motion carried 
 
 
MANAGER’S REPORT: Included—motion approved Dale Steffen 2nd Jeremy Johnson  Motion 
carried 
 
OTHER:   
 
PUBLIC INPUT:  

 
 

 Executive Session- (Optional)- 
ADJOURN:5:00 Pm 
NEXT MEETING:  Sept 2025 





State Conservation Commission November 2025

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 01/01/2026 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: -$                 -$         
Commission Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Other current grants: Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions

Livestock Water 2025-CSW-001 01/01/2025 12/31/2025 28,290.00$       22,696.13$  

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

107,700.00$                                     

-$                                                    

This project will provide cost share to local livestock owners/landowners for installing grazing and water practices on their property. 

 The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2025 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other restrictions as listed 
there.

 All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
 Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
 District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
 District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with reimbursement 

request.
 Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.
 The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
 The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
 Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the grant.

Beadle Livestock Water

12/31/2026

159,025.00$                                     
51,325.00$                                        



















State Conservation Commission November  2025

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 01/01/2026 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: -$                 
Commission Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Other current grants: Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Livestock Water 2025-CSW-001 01/01/2025 12/31/2025 $28,290.00 $22,696.13

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

Beadle Shelterbelt Program

12/31/2026

21,750.00$                                        
9,300.00$                                          

12,450.00$                                        

The shelterbelt program provides resource benefits for livestock protection, increased wildlife habitat, soil health and other undetermined 
benefits. 

 The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2025 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other restrictions as listed there.
 All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
 Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
 District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
 District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
 Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.
 The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
 The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
 Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the grant.

 

















State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 01/01/2026 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: -$         -$         
Commisson Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

11,914.00$                              

November 2025

Bennett/ Badlands Tree Plantings 2026

12/31/2026

26,103.00$                              

1,875.00$                                
12,314.00$                              

The Bennett and Badlands Conservation Districts are applying for a grant under the regular grant fund. This grant will be used 
to complete 6 acres of tree and shrub planting, with fabric. We have producers interested in planting windbreaks but are limited 
due to finances. No funds will be used for tree removal. Forester Approval will be done prior to planting

 The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2025 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other 
restrictions as listed there.

 All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
 Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
 District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
 District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with 

reimbursement request.
 Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified 

maximum.
 The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
 The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
 Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the 

grant.



















State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 01/01/2026 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: -$            -$                 
Commisson Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

Multi-County Brush MGMT 2024-CSW-021 07/01/2024 12/31/2025 18,250.00$     5,275.00$ 
Renovation and Tree Planting 2025-CSW-004 01/01/2025 06/30/2026 25,200.00$     915.74$     

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

18,250.00$                               

Invasive plants have become a major problem for most of the landowners along the Missouri River in Brule, Buffalo and Lyman 
Counties. The CD would eradicate the invasive plant species (cedars) and resorte grasslands. Upon returning to many of these sites 
to check for grass establishment, we found that there is good grass regrowth. Landowners in these counties will benefit. 

 The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2025 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other restrictions 
as listed there.

 All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
 Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
 District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
 District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with 

reimbursement request.
 Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified 

maximum.
 The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
 The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
 Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the grant.

18,250.00$                               

November 2025

Brule-Buffalo Brush Management 

06/30/2027

36,500.00$                               







D. Project Description and Need 
 
The primary beneficiaries will be the landowners on which property the brush management will take 
place.  However, the project goals are to restore and improve grasslands that have been invaded by 
unwanted plant species (cedars being the primary species), improve soil health by increasing water 
infiltration into the soil profile and reducing soil erosion, and improve habitat for wildlife.  The goals of 
the project will take place within the Brule-Buffalo, and American Creek Conservation Districts. Joint 
Powers agreement in place for this practice with stated Conservation Districts. 
 
The Brule-Buffalo Conservation District and Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) will jointly 
implement the project. NRCS will develop Wildlife Habitat Appraisal Guide (WHAG), Prescribe Grazing 
Plan, and assist in what is the most beneficial area for removal of invasive species for each grazing unit.  
The prescribed grazing plan will state the rotation and deferred (rest) if needed for the grasslands.  
 
Individual project locations will be located throughout the Brule-Buffalo and American Creek 
Conservation Districts. 
 
With traditional livestock production remaining a primary landuse throughout the project area, our 
grassland restoration brush management project has been beneficial for Brule-Buffalo and American 
Creek landowners. We have removed invasive plant species from cedars to suckering shrubs.  With the 
increase in invasive species removal, Brule-Buffalo CD has purchased a saw which makes more bang for 
your buck.  
 
With the landowners that we have completed work for, we feel that we could double the amount of 
restored grasslands with some financial assistance.  Landowner would be limited to 30 hours in which 15 
hours are cost-sharable.   
 
The area in which we would be covering has large amounts of native grasslands. These grasslands are 
not only for livestock but wildlife habitat. By controlling the invasive plant species, we will open more 
grasslands for grazing and wildlife food and cover.  
 
E. Final Products 
 
The project funding will allow a minimum of 15 landowners to develop more area for grazing and 
wildlife habitat.  
 
F. Justification 
  
Invasive plants have become a problem for most of the landowners in the project area. Brule-Buffalo 
would eradicate the invasive plant species (cedars being primary species) and restore grasslands. Upon 
returning to many of the sites to check for grass establishment in the litter area from the grinding 
process and found that there is excellent grass re-growth in these areas. 



 
G. Identify how you will measure the success of the project 
 
The success will be measured by the restoration of grassland acres in the project area for landowner’s 
livestock herds and wildlife habitat.  
 
 



 

 

Brule Bu alo Conserva on District August board mee ng 

September 24, Charly’s 7:00 PM 

Members present, Larry Wagner, Ryan Urban, Ethan Adamson, James Lindley, Lee Ness, Tate Glaus, Abbey 
Randall, Jack Friedel, Lindsey Buntrock (NRCS),  Zach Zimprich (BBCD employee) 

Larry called mee ng to order at 6:59 pm. 

Ryan made a mo on to approve the agenda, Abbey seconded the mo on 

Lee made a mo on to approve June minutes, Ryan seconded the mo on 

Lee read the treasures report, Lee mo oned to approve treasurer's report, Abbey seconded the mo on. 

Ryan made a mo on to approve the accounts payable at $40,304.43, Lee seconded the mo on 

The Board voted to pursue a collec on agency to collect the outstanding balance held by Wesley Wul .  Lee 
made a mo on and Ryan seconded the mo on. 

Lindsey Buntrock gave a printed NRCS report.  The report highlighted one more EQIP that was obligated to the 
FY25 general fund pool.  Con nuous CRP o ers can s ll be submi ed, but no word on whether they will 
accept another batch because of the scal year rollover.  Lindsey informed the Board that Kendal He ck was 
hired as the PF prescribed re biologist and will s ll be sta oned out of the Chamberlain o ce.  The hiring 
freeze is s ll in e ect but is scheduled to expire on October 15th.  Lindsey presented the Board with a number 
of CRP contracts for the Board to review and sign.  

Abbey made a mo on to approve and sign the CRP and EQIP contracts and Tate seconded the mo on. 

Zach Zimprich presented the district manager’s report.  He reported that Heath is currently nishing up a 
large cedar removal project.  They are in the full swing of cedar removal currently and have lots of work lined 
up between grant projects and EQIP projects.  The delivery date for the new track loader is set for Oct. 22.  
Zach informed the Board that presently has 40,000  trees lined up to plant in the spring under the 
Conserva on Commission Grant.  He also has several producers interested in doing shelterbelt renova on 
projects next year.  Zach stated that both the brush management grant and the shelterbelt/tree plan ng grant 
will either expire or be exhausted of funds shortly, so he is reapplying for both grants in the fall grant round. 

Tate made the mo on and Abbey seconded the mo on for the acceptance of both the brush management 
and shelterbelt/tree plan ng projects and grant applica ons. 

Larry reported that he a ended the SDACD conven on and that his main takeaway was the IRA money will 
now be less and spread out over a longer me period. He also informed the Board of the passing of Ron 
Hendricks. 

Ryan made a mo on and Tate seconded the mo on to donate $250 to the Grassland Coali on in 
remembrance of Ron. 

No public comment 

No execu ve session 

Mee ng was adjourned at 7:25 PM by Larry 

Recorded by Zach Zimprich 





State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 01/01/2026 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: -$             -$         
Commisson Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

Multi-County Brush MGMT 2024-CSW-021 07/01/2024 12/31/2025 18,250.00$    5,275.00$   
Renovation and Tree Planting 2025-CSW-004 01/01/2025 06/30/2026 25,200.00$    915.74$      

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

50,000.00$                             

November 2025

Brule-Buffalo Renovation & Tree Planting

06/30/2027

103,200.00$                           

53,200.00$                             

Brule-Buffalo Conservation District is working with area producers to re-establish deteriorating shelterbelts on order to protect 
soils from wind and water erosion while also improving winter protection for livestock and wildlife. Technical assistance will be 
provided to the landowners by BBCD, NRCS, and the area forester. BBCD will be the administer of this project. 

 The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2025 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other 
restrictions as listed there.

 All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
 Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
 District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
 District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with 

reimbursement request.
 Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified 

maximum.
 The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
 The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
 Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the 

grant.







Brule-Buffalo Conservation District Renovation and Tree Planting Project: 
 
This proposed Multi-Purpose Shelterbelt project will complete 66,00 feet of shelterbelt planting that will 
benefit the natural resource management for 20 producers/landowners and benefit the economy of 
Lyman, Brule and Buffalo Counties. These benefits include improvement of surface water quality, 
erosion control on cropland, livestock protection to support proper grassland management, and wildlife 
habitat creation. Shelterbelt plantings supported by this projects cost-share will be for plantings that 
serve critical farm natural resource management needs.  
 
The Brule-Buffalo Conservation District will be responsible for all phases of project: implementation, 
follow-up, and administration.  Shelterbelt plantings will be designed by existing technical assistance 
providers to include Brule-Buffalo and American Creek Conservation District. All shelterbelt designs will 
be reviewed and approved by the SD Dept of Ag Area Forester prior to the District’s approval of practice. 
Shelterbelt planning and maintenance requirements will be based of the NRCS Tech Guide for tree 
plantings. Landowners receiving financial assistance will be monitored and BBCD will identify 
maintenance requirements. BBCD will be responsible for completing annual follow-up shelterbelts 
planted under this project, by spot checking each site planted.  
 
Many Landowners, farmer, and rancher in Lyman, Brule and Buffalo Counties do not qualify for financial 
assistance for shelterbelt plantings from federal and state cost-share programs, because their needed 
shelterbelts are: 
 1 Shelter belt Renovation for deteriorated shelterbelts is included in the project  
 2 Located on cropland (not eligible for cropland) 
 3 Their planned shelterbelt has natural resource benefits such as erosion control, wildlife 
habitat, and water quality improvement; however, it does not meet the size, location, requirements or 
ranking needed for cost-share. 
This proposed project is a demand for shelterbelts and assistance for landowner/producers.  We have a 
list of producers that are seeking these practices at this time. Producers/landowners who participate in 
the proposed project will be required to prepare their sites before tree planting and seek approval for 
cost-share prior to site preparation. This needed lead time for site preparation is the reason this project 
is proposed for 1 ½ years. 
 
The shelterbelts to be planted are needed to conserve the counties natural resources as they are an 
important conservation practice used by landowners/producers to: 
 1 Protect and/or improve the waters to provide needed water quality and quantity, Shelterbelt 
plantings support clean water for people, fish, and wildlife by filtering out and/or absorbing sediment, 
nutrients, and chemical or bacterial contaminants.  
 2 protect or improve soil productivity and quality. Shelterbelts protect soils from wind and 
water erosion. 
 3 Improve wildlife habitat for game and non-game species. Shelterbelts are significant area for 
resident as well as migratory bird for food, nesting and cover, and provide important habitat for game 
species – such as deer and upland game birds. 



 4 Improve qualities of old shelterbelts by renovation with planting trees where they have died 
out.  
 
 
The shelterbelts to be planted under this proposed project are also very significant from and economic 
and social aspect to Lyman, Brule and Buffalo Counties, as they are important to the overall economic 
success of the counties crop and livestock producers. The sustainability of livestock producers and the 
grasslands they manage are significantly impacted by the use of shelterbelts to reduce feed costs and 
calf death losses improved overall herd health and implement planned grazing systems on grasslands.  
Shelterbelts also provided landowners/producers economic opportunities through diversification of 
their operations for recreation uses (aesthetics and wildlife habitat) and through reduced energy use 
and increased land values.  
 
Project Goal: The projects goal is to provide technical and financial assistance to landowners in Brule 
and Buffalo Counties to plant 20 acres of shelterbelts on private land. Completion of this project will 
improve the counties natural resources and the sustainability of farm and ranch operations.  
 
Project Objective: Reduce erosion, improve water quality, increase wildlife habitat, and increase the 
profitability of farm and ranch operations in Brule and Buffalo Counties by providing technical and 
financial assistance of at least 15 producers/landowners. This would establish 20 acres of new 
shelterbelts by June 30, 2024. Cost-share will be provided thru the Coordinated Natural Resources 
Conservation Grant and other costs will be provided as cash or in-kind by the landowner, Brule-Buffalo 
Conservation District, and/or state or federal providers, which include: site preparation, producer labor 
and equipment, site design, replacement trees for death loss, follow-up, and fencing as needed.  
Shelterbelts where assistance is provided will include field windbreaks, livestock windbreaks, wildlife 
windbreaks, riparian area plantings, and farmstead/livestock windbreaks. BBCD will set natural resource 
priorities and policy for this proposed project to assist in shelterbelt establishment. The District will 
make final decision on shelterbelts based on the resource priorities.  
 
The completion of this project’s goals and objective will provide the following products: 

 Reduce sediment, nutrient, and bacterial pollution within drainage ways, streams, and 
shorelines 

 Reduced wind or water erosion 
 New and improved wildlife habitat 
 Grassland and livestock management benefits to landowners 
 Shelterbelt Renovation  

 
The Brule-Buffalo Conservation District will be the lead project sponsor, and provide project 
management, and shelterbelt design and maintenance.  
The Landowners will provide in-kind and cash matching for this project. 
The Grant will provide cost-share on practices. 



Other agencies: NRCS, State Forester will provide technical assistance  
 
Success will be measured by: 

 Natural resource benefits such as bodies of water with improved water quality 
 Natural resource benefits by acres of cropland, grassland, and wildlife habitat 
 Landowners by the acres of shelterbelts planted 

 



 

 

Brule Bu alo Conserva on District August board mee ng 

September 24, Charly’s 7:00 PM 

Members present, Larry Wagner, Ryan Urban, Ethan Adamson, James Lindley, Lee Ness, Tate Glaus, Abbey 
Randall, Jack Friedel, Lindsey Buntrock (NRCS),  Zach Zimprich (BBCD employee) 

Larry called mee ng to order at 6:59 pm. 

Ryan made a mo on to approve the agenda, Abbey seconded the mo on 

Lee made a mo on to approve June minutes, Ryan seconded the mo on 

Lee read the treasures report, Lee mo oned to approve treasurer's report, Abbey seconded the mo on. 

Ryan made a mo on to approve the accounts payable at $40,304.43, Lee seconded the mo on 

The Board voted to pursue a collec on agency to collect the outstanding balance held by Wesley Wul .  Lee 
made a mo on and Ryan seconded the mo on. 

Lindsey Buntrock gave a printed NRCS report.  The report highlighted one more EQIP that was obligated to the 
FY25 general fund pool.  Con nuous CRP o ers can s ll be submi ed, but no word on whether they will 
accept another batch because of the scal year rollover.  Lindsey informed the Board that Kendal He ck was 
hired as the PF prescribed re biologist and will s ll be sta oned out of the Chamberlain o ce.  The hiring 
freeze is s ll in e ect but is scheduled to expire on October 15th.  Lindsey presented the Board with a number 
of CRP contracts for the Board to review and sign.  

Abbey made a mo on to approve and sign the CRP and EQIP contracts and Tate seconded the mo on. 

Zach Zimprich presented the district manager’s report.  He reported that Heath is currently nishing up a 
large cedar removal project.  They are in the full swing of cedar removal currently and have lots of work lined 
up between grant projects and EQIP projects.  The delivery date for the new track loader is set for Oct. 22.  
Zach informed the Board that presently has 40,000  trees lined up to plant in the spring under the 
Conserva on Commission Grant.  He also has several producers interested in doing shelterbelt renova on 
projects next year.  Zach stated that both the brush management grant and the shelterbelt/tree plan ng grant 
will either expire or be exhausted of funds shortly, so he is reapplying for both grants in the fall grant round. 

Tate made the mo on and Abbey seconded the mo on for the acceptance of both the brush management 
and shelterbelt/tree plan ng projects and grant applica ons. 

Larry reported that he a ended the SDACD conven on and that his main takeaway was the IRA money will 
now be less and spread out over a longer me period. He also informed the Board of the passing of Ron 
Hendricks. 

Ryan made a mo on and Tate seconded the mo on to donate $250 to the Grassland Coali on in 
remembrance of Ron. 

No public comment 

No execu ve session 

Mee ng was adjourned at 7:25 PM by Larry 

Recorded by Zach Zimprich 





State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 01/01/2026 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: -$             -$         
Commisson Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Other current grants: Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Multi-County Ditch & Pipe 2025-CSW-005 30,000.00$     30,000.00$ 

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

30,000.00$                             

November 2025

Butte Multi-County Ditch to Pipe Conversion 

12/31/2026

60,000.00$                             

30,000.00$                             

This grant request is intended to continue a cost share program on conservation of on farm irrigation to ditches in Butte, 
Lawrence and Meade Counties. This practice promotes water savings and soil conservation by: 1. Reducing water loss through 
seepage and evaporation 2. Reducing waste water at end of fields 3. reducing erosion on croplands 4. reducing suspended solid 
load in the Belle Fourche River. Serve 4 farmers on 100 acres.

 The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.                                             
 Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified 

maximum.













BUTTE CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
OCTOBER 7, 2026 @ 6PM 

MINUTES 
 

Call meeting to order: Tim Reich @ 6pm 
Present: Tim Reich, Paul Winkler, Cli  Conry, Will Lindsey and Yvette Kirkman 
Absent: Melanie Williamson and Tyler Swan 
 
Approval of Agenda: Paul moved to approve the agenda, Will second, all in favor, motion carried 
Approval of Minutes: Cli  moved to approve the September minutes, Paul second, all in favor, 
motion carried 
Treasurer’s Report: Paul moved to approve the report and pay bills as presented, Will second, all in 
favor, motion carried 
 
Old Business 
Building – CBH Coop would like to continue to rent the warehouse adjacent to the cooler, there is a 
need to determine a new rental rate and draw up a new lease agreement, follow discussion and 
information Yvette gathered on warehouse rental rates, the board proposed $1000/mo for the 
warehouse and an additional $50 per month for the Chemical Containment Area, Yvette will modify 
the lease for signature if approved by Todd Reif 
Yvette was approached by a local business about renting the remaining space or portion of the 
remaining space, based on realtor numbers and board discussion, the board agreed on $.25/sqft 
for warehouse space and $1.00/sqft for o ice space. Yvette will relay the info to the potential 
lessee. 
 
New Business 
Partner Reports – none available due to govt shutdown 
NRCS Report – none available 
 
Tree/Drill Report – Yvette proposed an increase in tree planting and fabric service due to the 
increase in materials and cost of hiring a crew, Paul moved to approve the proposed rates, Will 
second, all in favor, motion carried – Drill rates were discussed in light of the repairs and damage 
the past season,  Paul made the motion to increase the day charge to $50/day and increase the per 
acre charge to $15, Will second, all in favor, motion carried 
 
November Meeting – the next regularly scheduled board meeting falls on a holiday, board agreed to 
move the November meeting to the 18th 
 
Grant Review – Cli  moved approve the submission of an open ditch to buried pipe grant 
application, Paul second, all in favor, motion carried 
 
BFRWP – next meeting scheduled for Jan. 13, 2026 @ 1pm, First Interstate Bank, BF 
 
Adjourned: 7:30pm  Next Meeting: Nov 18 @ 6pm 





State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 01/01/2026 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: -$             -$         
Commisson Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:
Shelterbelts 2025-CSW-008 01/01/2025 12/31/2026 10,000.00$      7,096.50$    

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

21,875.00$                               

November 2025

Charles Mix Brush Management

12/31/2027

43,750.00$                               

21,875.00$                               

The brush management project will be conducted in Bon Homme, Gregory and Charles mix Counties. This project will educate 
landowners, on the importance of early control on invasive plant species (mainly cedars). The goal of this project is to show 
landowners that early control is affordable and very effective. 

 The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2025 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other 
restrictions as listed there.

 All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
 Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
 District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
 District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with 

reimbursement request.
 Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified 

maximum.
 The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
 The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
 Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the 

grant.











 
 

 

CHARLES MIX CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
SUPERVISOR’S MEETING 

 OCTOBER 2, 2025 
The regular meeting of the Charles Mix Conservation District Supervisors was held as a Zoom 
call on October 2, 2025 at 8am. The meeting was called to order by Jerrod Rolston at 8:02 am 
with the following in attendance:  Tom Varilek and Alex Petrik – Supervisors, Dawn Schulte – 
District Manager 

MINUTES:  A motion by Petrik and second by Varilek to approve the September meeting 
minutes. Motion carried. 

PUBLIC INPUT:  No public input 

NEW BUSINESS: Discussed applying for 2 Commission Grants. Motion by Varilek and seconded 
by Petrik to apply for$18,000 for Shelterbelts and $21,875 for Brush Management through the 
Commission Grant.  Motion carried 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: No executive session 

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Charles Mix Conservation District Supervisors will be 
held on Thursday November 6, 2025 at Noon at the Charles Mix Conservation District Shop in 
Lake Andes, SD.   

OTHER BUSINESS:  None 

As there was no further business at this time a motion was made Petrik and second by Varilek 
to adjourn at 8:11 am.  Motion carried. 

-----------------------------------------------------------Dawn Schulte, District Manager 

 

 





State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 01/01/2026 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: -$              -$         
Commisson Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:
Shelterbelts 2025-CSW-008 01/01/2025 12/31/2026 10,000.00$      7,096.50$    

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

18,000.00$                               

November 2025

Charles Mix Shelterbelts

12/31/2027

36,000.00$                               

18,000.00$                               

The proposed grant project through Charles Mix Conservation District will make funds avaliable to farmers and ranchers in Charles Mix 
county to plant trees on sites that are not eligible for cost-share through other programs. Many livestock producers do not have eligible areas 
to plant trees under the present federal cost-sharing cropping guidelines. the shelterbelts will provide erosion control, protection for livestock, 
farmstead protection, improve water qualify and wildlife habitat. 

 The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2025 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other restrictions as listed 
there.

 All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
 Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
 District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
 District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with reimbursement 

request.
 Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.
 The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
 The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
 Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the grant.

















State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 01/01/2026 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: -$              -$         
Commisson Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

20,400.00$                              

November 2025

Corson Corson Tree Grant

12/31/2026

42,400.00$                              

22,000.00$                              

This grant will help one producer fund four different tree belts, equal to 16 acres of tree rows with fabric. Each plot is placed to serve was a 
windbreak for cattle. Fence has been installed. 

 The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2025 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other restrictions as listed 
there.

 All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
 Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
 District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
 District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with reimbursement 

request.
 Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.
 The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
 The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
 Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the grant.



































State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 01/01/2026 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: -$             -$           
Commisson Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

Multi-County Brush MGMT 2024-CSW-022 07/01/2024 12/31/2025 40,000.00$     3,403.13$   
DCD Tree Planting 2025-CSW-014 01/01/2025 12/31/2025 10,000.00$     12,357.90$ 

Awareness & Outreach Activity 2025-CSW-026 07/01/2025 06/30/2026 3,000.00$       3,000.00$   
Multi-County Brush MGMT 2025-CSW-027 07/01/2025 12/31/2026 15,000.00$     15,000.00$ 

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

5,000.00$                               

November 2025

Davison Microirrigation Grant

12/31/2026

10,000.00$                             

5,000.00$                               

The Davison Conservaion District is applying for this grant to irrigate two tree planting projects in Davison County. One is 
proposd 2.5 acre tree planting and the other is a 3 acre tree planting. Both producers have water access on site, making them 
good canidates for microirrigation. Filters, pipes, emitters,and valves would be installed throughout the site to provide consistent 
watering. This, in turn, will increase survivability of tree and increase their growth rate. 

 The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.                                           
 Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified 

maximum.













State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 01/01/2026 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: -$              -$           
Commisson Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

Multi-County Brush MGMT 2024-CSW-022 07/01/2024 12/31/2025 40,000.00$     3,403.13$   
DCD Tree Planting 2025-CSW-014 01/01/2025 12/31/2025 10,000.00$     12,357.90$ 

Awareness & Outreach Activity 2025-CSW-026 07/01/2025 06/30/2026 3,000.00$       3,000.00$   
Multi-County Brush MGMT 2025-CSW-027 07/01/2025 12/31/2026 15,000.00$     15,000.00$ 

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

20,000.00$                              

November 2025

Davison Davison/Hanson Tree Planting

12/31/2026

40,000.00$                              

20,000.00$                              

This one-year project proposes to continue the Districts program of cost-share to landwoners for establishment of multi-purpose shelterbelts. 
These shelterbelts will be used to restrore/maintain water quality, improve/maintain soil productivity,create wildlife habitat, conserve energy, 
and provide snow protection for producers in Davison and Hanson counties. 

 The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2025 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other restrictions as listed 
there.

 All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
 Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
 District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
 District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with reimbursement 

request.
 Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.
 The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
 The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
 Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the grant.

















State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 01/01/2026 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: -$              -$         
Commisson Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

Dewey County Tree Grant 2025-CSW-015 01/01/2025 12/31/2025 11,201.89$      11,201.89$  
Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

4,878.00$                               

November 2025

Dewey Windbreak/Shelterbelt

12/31/2026

14,758.00$                             

800.00$                                  
9,080.00$                               

The proposed project will install 5 rows of trees and shrubs as shelterbelt and windbreak for livestock and wildlife, with an upland exclusion 
fence. This project meets the goals fo the coordinated plan for the natural resources conservation by improving animal welfare, habitat 
availability, species diversity and soil health. it also reduces soil erosion from wind and water as welll as acts as a living snow fence for the 
animals in an area where no such protection is currently unavailable. Plot suits the further purpose of encouraging neighboring conservation 
efforts due to its high visibilty position along the highway.

 The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2025 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other restrictions as listed 
there.

 All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
 Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
 District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
 District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with reimbursement 

request.
 Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.
 The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
 The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
 Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the grant.







605-865-3552 x3 - office
605-230-0968 - work cell

PO Box 66
Timber Lake, SD 57656

deweycountycd@gmail.com

9/24/25

Dear SD Conservation Commission,

The Dewey County Conservation District is pleased to submit a grant application for the 2025 fall

grant round. The following application is for a five-row shelterbelt and exclusion fencing project which

will start January 1st, 2026 and complete December 31st, 2026.

Along with our application, please find a copy of the minutes from our board meeting, the district’s

W-9, our project narrative and supporting documentation.

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration of our grant application. If you have any

questions or concerns, please call the Dewey County Conservation District manager, Angie Jones, at

605-230-0968.

Sincerely,

Angie Jo s
Angie Jones

District Manager

Dewey County Conservation District

605-230-0968



605-865-3552 x3 - office
605-230-0968 - work cell

PO Box 66
Timber Lake, SD 57656

deweycountycd@gmail.com

9/24/25

Dear SD Conservation Commission,

The Dewey County Conservation District is pleased to submit a grant application for the 2025 fall

grant round. The following application is for a five-row shelterbelt and exclusion fencing project which

will start January 1st, 2026 and complete December 31st, 2026.

Along with our application, please find a copy of the minutes from our board meeting, the district’s

W-9, our project narrative and supporting documentation.

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration of our grant application. If you have any

questions or concerns, please call the Dewey County Conservation District manager, Angie Jones, at

605-230-0968.

Sincerely,

Angie Jo s
Angie Jones

District Manager

Dewey County Conservation District

605-230-0968



Dewey County Conserva on District Board Minutes 
Special Mee ng via tele-communica on 9/24/25 

Board members present: Jerimiah Garon, Ed Ducheneaux, Jay Jones Not present: Arden Petersen, Jim Petersen 
Personnel: Angie Jones; NRCS Personnel: None 
 

New Business 
Special mee ng called to order by Jerimiah Garon at 1:45 PM.  

Mo on made by Ed Ducheneaux to apply for the 2025 SD-DANR Commissioner’s fall grant round and approve related 
projects and work. Seconded by Jay Jones, mo on carried. 

Mo on made by Jerimiah Garon to apply for the NACD/NRCS TA 2025 fall grant round and approve related projects and 
work. Seconded by Ed Ducheneaux, mo on carried 

Mo on made by Jerimiah Garon to apply for the 2025 Community Forestry grant and approve related projects and work, 
seconded by Jay Jones, mo on carried. 

Renewed general mo on to apply for any grant funding opportunity which arises made by Jerimiah Garon, seconded by 
Ed Ducheneaux. Mo on carried. 

Next mee ng set for October 1st, 2025 at 1:00 p.m. 

Mee ng declared adjourned by Jerimiah Garon at 1:55 PM 
Minutes submi ed by: Angie Jones, Business Manager 

 

 



 Dewey County Conservation District (DCCD) 
 Windbreak/Shelterbelt Project Summary 

 Project Brief description and summary (application form wasn’t working): 

 The proposed project will install five rows (9,830 ft) of trees and shrubs as a shelterbelt and windbreak for 
 livestock and wildlife, with an upland exclusion fence. This project meets the goals of the Coordinated Plan for 
 the Natural Resources Conservation by improving animal welfare, habitat availability, species diversity and soil 
 health. It also reduces soil erosion from wind and water, as well as acts as a living snow fence for the animals 
 in an area where no such protection is currently available. Plot suits the further purpose of encouraging 
 neighboring conservation efforts due to its high visibility position along the highway. 



Jan 1 - Aug 6, 25

Ordinary Income/Expense
Income

4100 · Tree Planting Income (Machine) 14,361.04
4110 · Hand Plant Income 20,929.86
4120 · Fabric Income 596.00
4121 · Fabric Machine Income 24,338.09
4122 · Staples - any size 240.88
4130 · Tree Tube Installation 2,463.75
4210 · Drill Rent 3,847.00
4500 · Miscellaneous Income 22,684.18
4510 · Interest Income 62.84
4541 · Storage Unit Income 350.00
4900 · Skid Steer Income 200.00

Total Income 90,073.64

Expense
6000 · Rent 75.00
6001 · Utilities 1,847.12
6002 · Postage 73.00
6005 · Insurance Expense 743.00
6013 · Supervisor Meals 228.62
6015 · Supervisor General Expenses 17.76
6020 · Employee Wages 13,837.50
6030 · Employer Payroll Tax 200.65
6037 · Employee Lodging 304.24
6050 · Memberships & Dues 375.00
6055 · Administrative Expense 1,060.94
6056 · Miscellaneous expense 540.24
6075 · Advertising Expense 825.78
6110 · Tree Stock 24,303.30
6111 · Tree Planting Wages 8,467.81
6113 · Tree planter repair 1,931.11
6120 · Fabric Stock 9,570.00
6134 · Fabric Machine Repair 50.00
6190 · Specialty Plant Sales Stock 82.32
6213 · Drill Repairs 21,811.58
630 · Misc Equipment Expenses 1,254.26
6302 · Misc Equipment Gas/Mileage 395.27
6520 · Interest Expense 2,393.69
6570 · Discount 376.00
66000 · Payroll Expenses 1,971.26

Total Expense 92,735.45

Net Ordinary Income -2,661.81

Other Income/Expense
Other Income

1110 · Reimbursements 580.00
7300 · Other Govrnmental Grants Income 5,500.00

Total Other Income 6,080.00

Net Other Income 6,080.00

Net Income 3,418.19

3:47 PM Dewey County Conservation District
08/06/25 Profit & Loss
Accrual Basis January 1 through August 6, 2025

Page 1



 Dewey County Conservation District (DCCD) 
 Windbreak/Shelterbelt Project Narrative 

 Project Description and Need: 

 The proposed project will install five rows of trees and shrubs as a shelterbelt and windbreak for livestock and 
 wildlife. This project meets the goals of the Coordinated Plan for the Natural Resources Conservation by 
 improving animal welfare, habitat availability, species diversity and soil health. It also reduces soil erosion from 
 wind and water, as well as acts as a living snow fence for the animals. 

 Beyond the local benefits to the animals and land, this project also benefits everyone who travels through the 
 southern portion of Dewey County. This is a very rural and underserved portion of our county. This project is 
 located along the highway and is highly visible to travelers. There are not many landowners taking the initiative 
 to plant trees in this area, so the establishment of a successful shelterbelt will inspire other locals to follow suit. 

 DCCD will be responsible for the implementation, maintenance and follow-up stages of this project. State 
 forester approval has been obtained to ensure proper species selection and distance of the plot from the 
 highway and structures. Cost share does not include the southern three tree rows of the north row, nor the 
 portion on the west rows which curves in, due to too close of proximity to the structures. After the trees are 
 planted and the exclusion fencing installed, DCCD will perform a final review to ensure project completeness 
 before closing the project. At that time, the landowner will assume full responsibility for the applied practice. No 
 additional permits or authorizations are required to complete this project. 

 $300 of additional funding is requested in the category of information and education, to assist the district in 
 placing advertisements which notify our county residents of the availability of upcoming conservation programs 
 and suggested practices during the 2026 season. 

 Final Products: 

 Benefits of this project include establishing four acres of shelterbelt/windbreak to improve issues with soil 
 erosion and nutrient loss, and for the protection of livestock and wildlife from wind and snow. The project 
 provides general improvements to the surrounding animal habitat, ecosystem diversity, soil health and air 
 quality, as well as reductions in damage from wind, snow and soil erosion. Wider benefits include community 
 education and awareness about the use of this practice in their area. 

 Partner Justification: 

 DCCD takes pride in proactively working together to implement federal, state, tribal and local conservation 
 programs which enhance and protect our county’s natural resources. Most of Dewey county land is privately 
 owned and operated, making efforts to work together with the landowner a vital aspect of getting conservation 
 on the ground in Dewey county. This particular landowner is in a highly visible location along the highway, and 
 establishment of a shelterbelt there will encourage the rest of the community to similarly invest. 

 How project success will be measured: 

 Project will be considered successful when the trees are planted and the exclusion fencing is up. Follow-up will 
 be performed to survey species survival rate and exclusion effectiveness annually for the first three years. 



Dewey County Windbreak/Shelterbelt Project detailed breakdown and estimates

Tree Plots info cost Cost-share %

Grant
cost-share
amount

Cash match
at least 25% In-Kind

Project Total
Grant +
Match Notes

Total $10,447 $4,878 $5,019 $4,860 $14,757

J. Walther 4.06 acres 5 rows, horeshoe windbreak, donating his equipment use at $200/ac

Site-prep

Shrubs & planting

Trees & planting

Exclusion fencing
Technical assistance

Required Information &
Education activities
Administration

Fencing footage estimate

Technical Assistance Estimate Hrs Cost @$25/hr

$25/hr/ac tilled $50/hr/ac non tilled,
equipment use can also be match 40%

--sod-breaking $50/acre x 4.06 acres= $203 40% $81 $122 $812 $1,015
donating his equipment use at
$200/ac

--3 additional passes $25/acre x 4.06 acres x 3= $305 40% $122 $183 $2,436 $2,741 donating his equipment use
3940 ft of shrubs x $0.39/ft, -1820ft
not cost shared = 2120 ft $1,537 50% $413 $1,123 $1,537 donating his equipment use
5890 ft of trees x $0.33/ft, -1000 ft
not cost shared = 4890ft $1,944 50% $807 $1,137 $812 $2,756
4160 ft of 3 wire fence installed x
$1.06/ft = $4,410 50% $2,205 $2,205 $250 $4,660
40 hr @ $25/hr $1,000 50% $500 $250 $250 $1,000

Required as per administrative rule
12:03:05:11 $600 50% $300 $300 $600

Will run 4-5 advertisements in the
local papers to spread awareness
of conservation opportunities, will
also attend at least one local
vendor fair to share program info

18 hr @ $25/hr $450 $450 $450

1000+900(North)
+560+540+90(East)
+500+480+90(West) = 4160

Notes
8/11/25 5 $125 first in-person planning trip, 120 mile roundtrip from office, 2.5 hrs, 2.5 hrs planning design
8/15/25 4 $100 Soil and species research, plan design
8/26/25 3 $75 reviewing plan with state forester and landowner

9/2/25 2 $50 final adjustments to plan with state forester
9/17/25 2 $50 additional review with state forester
9/18/25 2 $50 finialization with state forestor and landowner with plan, ready for till check
9/19/25 2 $50 followup with state forester and land owner over site check

Fall check on 2nd tillage,
re-check GPS points 4 $100 in-person site check, 120 mile round trip, re-check GPS points to ensure accurate planning
Spring check to ensure complete
site prep 3 $75 in-person site check, 120 mile round trip
Flag site for planting 6 $150 in-person site check, 120 mile round trip, estimate 3.5 hrs to accurately flag 4 acre horseshoe

<15% of grant total

ESTIMATES

J. Walther



Provide on-site technical
assistance to address issues
and followup check to ensure
plot is planted to spec 3 $75 in-person site check, 120 mile round trip
Take followup coordinates on
fence and examine plot to close
project 4 $100 in-person site check, 120 mile round trip, take final GPS points to close project

8/4/25 1 $25 Initial contact, explore conservation needs and make plan
8/11-9/24/25 5 $125 preparing application
creating and sending landowner
application 1 $25
Reimbursement requests 5 $125
Inter-project communication 2 $50
Follow-up documentation 3 $75
creation of advertising and
educational info 1 $25

Total Estimate 40 $1,000

Administration estimate

Total 18 $450





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

SD-CPA-6e
Revised 2/2021

Producer:

County Farm Tract Field

Program

Legal Desc. Sec TWP 13N RGE 31E

Present Ground Cover:
List the herbicides applied 2025
List the herbicides applied 2024
List the herbicides applied 2023   (Call Before You Dig 1-800-781-7474)

       Are Cultural Resource Concerns Addressed?

Planting Method:

Planned Weed Control:

Within Row Feet of Fabric

In Between Row TreeTubes

Estimated Fencing Needed to Exclude Livestock (feet): Feet of Fence

Planning Assistance By:

(Name) (Date)

PRACTICE CERTIFICATION

Date Planted:

Practice Meets SD Standards and Specifications: Yes No (If "No" is checked, state reasons in the
comments on performance section)

Certified By:
(Name) (Title) (Date)

How Measured? Describe other

Acres Planned Acres Applied 

Feet Fabric Applied Tree Tubes Applied

Comments on Performance:

380 - Provide shelter for structures, animals, and people.Livestock Production Limitation 
Inadequate Shelter (5)

Resource Concern  
(CPPE Impact)

CIN or referral # Practice

19Soil Map Unit:

Purpose:

Livestock WindbreakDewey Windbreak Type

Practice #

Year to be Planted: 2026

TREE PLANTING SPECIFICATION SHEET

Jennifer Walther

Feet of Windbreak Applied4.06

Fallow Needed?

Are Utilities Present? 
(Overhead or Underground)

8/14/2025Angie Jones

Site Preparation Needed 
Prior To Planting:

Describe Other:

Planted By:

None Herbicide Chisel Plow Disk Windbreak 
Renovation

Mechanical Herbicide Tree Fabric

Wheel Photo Other

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Machine Scalp Hand Plant

Mechanical Herbicide Grass Seeding

GPS

Roto Tiller Other

No

Jennifer Walther



SD-CPA-6e
Page 2

SD-CPA-6e

MLRA
          PLANTING INFORMATION -- PLANNED APPLIED

Check if 
Installed

Check if 
Installed Calc-ulate

WSS (Feet) Spacing (Ft.)

Site Row Species from Alternate With Spacing Seedling Approximate Length

No. No. North or West in Row Feet Rods Source In the Row (Feet) (Rods)
15

LAN

LAN

LAN

LAN

LAN

LAN

LAN

LAN

LAN

LAN

LAN

LAN

LAN

LAN

LAN

LAN

LAN

LAN

LAN

LAN

LAN

LAN

LAN

LAN

LAN

LAN

Totals 9,830 595.8 1,364

4.06

Section

Township

Range

   N

                               Section       

Work Cell

Type of Planting Program

Site Prep Practice #

Applied

Windbreak

Fabric
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Jennifer WaltherProducer Name

Bur Oak

28.5

530

28.5

32.1

Establishment

Fabric 
(Feet)
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6

4
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4C
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3

4C

4C

4C

4C2

4C

15

4C

4C
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1

4C

4C
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Silver buffaloberryPM

Eastern Red Cedar

Eastern Red Cedar

Rocky Mountain juniper
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5

Rocky Mountain juniper

Bur Oak
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Hanson hedge rose
Golden Currants
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4

5

1

2
15

15
3

15

15

15
4C
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1
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3
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58.8

32.1
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47

Disk

Livestock Windbreak

Site 1 - North rows, parallel to the road. Only rows 1 & 2 will be cost-shared due 

to road/house spacing requirements

Site 2 - East side by the buffalo fence

Site 3 - West side along driveway. Cost-share only extends to where the driveway curves

Completed by:

on the south end.

118

78

Site Address

Phone       Home

28.5

acres appliedacres planned

Comments:

Address

No. of 
Plants
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Approx. Length

of rows
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58.8

58.2
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Width (feet)
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s
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Plants

Date Completed:

Fabric 
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Tree 
Tubes
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59470
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18 26
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Jennifer Walther







State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 01/01/2026 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: -$              -$         
Commisson Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

Forest Resiliency Health 2025-CSW-017 01/01/2025 12/31/2027 15,000.00$     15,000.00$ 
Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

15,000.00$                              

November 2025

Fall River Forest Resiliency Project

12/31/2028

30,000.00$                              

1,000.00$                                
14,000.00$                              

The purpose of this grant is to provide cost-share funds and opportunities to empower private landowners to manage their forested property. 
Goal of this project is to improve the overall forest health in Fall River County, reduce the potential for high severity fires, and assist with 
other landowners goals such as increase timber production and increased forage production on their property. this project will include 
thinning by removal of trees, disposal of timber waste piles, encouragement of practices to encourage health of all tree species, assist with 
fencing projects to promote hardwood regeneration and water quality protection, as well as the enchancemnt of natural meadown areas. 

 The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.                                                                 
 Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.













State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 01/01/2026 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: -$         -$         
Commisson Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

11,033.00$                          

November 2025

Hamlin 2026 Tree Plantings

12/31/2027

35,243.00$                          

100.00$                                
24,110.00$                          

This application is funding to landowners, who administer their land in hamlin co and wish to plant trees, install fabric, and renovate 
existing shelterbelts. The plantings could include livestock shelterbelts, field windbreaks, riparian buffers, wildlife habitat, and partial of 
full shelterbelt renovations;which include adding to an existing windbreak. the goal of this project is to help cost share up to five acres of 
tree and fabric. the cost share is 55% producer and 45% Commission Grant. 

 The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2025 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other restrictions as 
listed there.

 All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
 Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
 District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
 District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with 

reimbursement request.
 Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.
 The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
 The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
 Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the grant.

















State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 01/01/2026 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: -$         -$           
Commisson Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

11,000.00$  

November 2025

Hutchinson HCD Shelterbelt Grant

12/31/2026

22,000.00$  

11,000.00$  

We would like to offer this grant for more cost-share opportunities for the landowners/ operators for Hutchinson County.

 The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2025 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other restrictions as 
listed there.

 All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
 Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
 District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
 District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with

reimbursement request.
 Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified 

maximum.
 The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
 The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
 Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the grant.















Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 01/01/2026 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: -$         -$         
Commisson Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

15,000.00$  

Hughes County 2025-2027 HCCD Tree Initiative

06/30/2027

53,250.00$  

2,765.00$  
35,485.00$  

Hughes CD over the past several years has been contacted by several producers in the county.These producers want to create or 
reestablish a windbreak consistent with NRCS or GF&P standards and plans but they do not meet the qualifications and requirements for 
assistance from programs like CRP, EQIP, CSP or Woody Habitat Program. Hughes CD staff will assist each producer with the planning of 
their project, and the implementation of each project once a deposit has been received by the producer along with a signed HCCD tree 
planting contract. 

 The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2025 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other restrictions as listed 
there.

 All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
 Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
 District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
 District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with reimbursement

request.
 Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.
 The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
 The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
 Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the grant.



















Hughes County Conservation District  
1717 N Lincoln Ave, Ste 103 

Pierre, SD 57501 
September 17th, 2025 

Call Meeting to Order: 
The meeting was called to order by Ness at 5:40 pm. The following board members were in 
attendance: Darrell Metzinger, Brent Pries, Jesse Foster Terry Ness, Lyle Stewart and advisor 
Cassie Auxt. Office Personnel included: Triniti Sowards, Pam Haag, and Kerry Kelly. Guests are 
Susan Mahowald with A2D. 

Agenda:   
There were no objections to the agenda therefore Ness approved. 

Minutes of the last Meeting: 
Metzinger motioned to approve the minutes as presented, Pries seconded the motion. All 
present voted aye, and the motioned passed.  

Treasurer’s Report and Reconciliation: 
Mahowald also presented a check detail of all checks written from accounts since the August 
meeting, along with the current checks needing signed. Foster motioned to approve the 
financials as presented and to pay the bills; Stewart seconded the motion. All present voted 
aye, and the motion passed.  

Old Business:    
 Pries motioned to pay off Big Sioux Nursery, Metzinger seconded the motion. All 

present voted aye, and the motion passed. 
 The board members decided to table the 2025 SDACD Membership for the next 

meeting.  

New Business: 
- Stewart motioned to have Ness sign the 2025-2027 Conservation Commission Grant 

Application, Metzinger second the motion. All present voted aye, and the motion 
passed.     

Executive Session:  
- Pursuant to Executive Session 1-25-2.4.  

Secretaries Report:  
-  

District Manager Report:  
-   

Field Office Report: 



- Kerry gave the Field report. 

Plans for Review:  
- Kerry gave the Field report.  

New Meeting:  
- October 15th at 5:30 pm 

Adjourn: 
- Ness declared the meeting adjourned at 6:45 pm.  





State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 01/01/2026 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: -$         -$         
Commisson Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

41,996.50$  

November 2025

Jerauld Multi-Purpose

06/30/2027

91,275.00$  

49,278.50$  

Jerauld Conservation District (JCD) continues to promote the benefits of planting trees for livestock, wildlife, and erosion control. We take 
pride in the work we do for conservation and for producers in Jerauld County. This year we have introduced a variety of projects to area 
producers and JCD will be providing technical assistance and planning to several producers seeking help with fencing, and brush control 
projects along with planning and planting windbreak shelter-belts. A shelter-belt planning and tree planting workshop is planned as an 
educational event for all community members and rural land owners in 2026 along with an EAB training/seminar in 2027. Jerauld 
Conservation District board members and staff strive to recognize county needs and have made more of an effort to reach out to 
landowners for insight through advertising and newsletters. This grant will help JCD to answer producers' and community needs with not 
only trusted advice and technical assistance but also some much needed funding.

 The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2025 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other restrictions as listed 
there.

 All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
 Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
 District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
 District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with reimbursement 

request.
 Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.
 The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
 The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
 Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the grant.



SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTUR
RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY DIVISION

523 East Capitol Avenue
Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone: 605.773.3623
sd.gov

OFFICE USE ONLY
Signature of Reviewer __________________________________ Title ____________________________ Date __________________

Signature of Approval __________________________________ Title ____________________________ Date __________________

SD EForm – 0549 V

GRANT APPLICATION FORM
Applicant Information

Organization: _________________________________ Mailing Address: ________________________________
Telephone: ___________________________________ City: ______________ State: ____ Zip: ______________
Tax Status: ___________________________________

Project Contact

Project Officer: _______________________________   Telephone: ____________________________________
Fax: ________________________________________   Email: ________________________________________

Project Information
Project Name: __________________________________

Start Date: ______________ End Date: ______________
Legal description:  County _________________________

Township: __________________ Range: _____________
Section: ___________________ Qtr: ______________

Financial Information

Grant funds requested: _____________ Partner contributions (total): _____________ Total project cost: _____________
Please  a brief, descriptive summary of the project

Type of Grant 

Mountain Pine Beetle

Invasive Species 

Community Forestry Conservation Grant 

Insect/Disease

Forest Stewardship

Other (specify): _________________________

I hereby certify that to the best of my knowledge and belief, this application is true and correct. I further agree to 
comply with the provisions of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and regulations issued thereunder relating to 
nondiscrimination in federally assisted programs.

Applicant Signature ______________________________________________ Title ________________________  Date ______________
A copy of the state required W-9 form must be attached to this application.

n federally assisted

____________________
A cop

Jerauld Conservation District 510 Dakota Ave. Ste. 2
(605) 539-9232 Wessington Springs SD 57382
Government Entity

Lisa Sall (605) 933-0517
jerauldcocd@gmail.com

Multi-Purpose

01/01/2026 06/30/2027
Jerauld

$ 41,996.50 $ 49,278.50 $91,275.00

Secretary/Treasurer

Jerauld Conservation District (JCD) continues to promote the benefits of planting trees for livestock,
wildlife, and erosion control. We take pride in the work we do for conservation and for producers in
Jerauld County. This year we have introduced a variety of projects to area producers and JCD will
be providing technical assistance and planning to several producers seeking help with fencing, and
brush control projects along with planning and planting windbreak shelter-belts. A shelter-belt
planning and tree planting workshop is planned as an educational event for all community members
and rural land owners in 2026 along with an EAB training/seminar in 2027. Jerauld Conservation
District board members and staff strive to recognize county needs and have made more of an effort
to reach out to landowners for insight through advertising and newsletters. This grant will help JCD
to answer producers' and community needs with not only trusted advice and technical assistance
but also some much needed funding.

09/30/2025



{p

BUDGET SHEET 

The total for each of these three sections should equal the “Total Project Cost” on page 1. 

A. Operating Budget
1. Salary/Benefits   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .
2. Travel   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .
3. Contractual Services   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 
4. Supplies   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 
5. Equipment (list major equipment)   .   .   .   .
6. Consultation Services   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .

Total Project Costs   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .     __________________ 
__________________ 
__________________ 
__________________ 

______________ 
__________________ 
__________________ 

This total must equal _____________

B. Activity Budget

1.
2. 
3.
4. 
5. 
6.
7.
8.  

Activity Grant Funds Local Funds Local In-Kind Other Funds Total

Totals 
This total must equal

C. Project Partners

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Partners Amount Cash Amount In-Kind Total

This total must equal

Totals

Please  application and attachments to the South Dakota Department of Agriculture .

$ 25,000.00

$25,000.00 $91,275.00

tree removal
trees
fabric & installation

3,000.00
3,000.00
6,500.00

$3,000.00
$3,000.00
$6,500.00

$12,500.00 $12,500.00

$91,275.00

DANR

landowner

12,500.00

12,500.00

$12,500.00

$12,500.00

$25,000.00 $25,000.00

$91,275.00











State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 01/01/2026 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: -$              -$         
Commisson Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

Conservation for Everyone 2025-CSW-018 01/01/2025 06/30/2026 49,000.00$      27,352.41$  
Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

69,000.00$                            

November 2025

Kingsbury Conservation Practice

06/30/2027

138,000.00$                          

69,000.00$                            

Seeding: tame, native grasses, native/ forbs mix, mulching
Grazing Management; water pipelines, water tanks, pasture pumps, rural water hookups, dugout construction, dugout repairs. Fencing: 
electric, barbed wire, protective fence.
Tree Planting: site prep, conservation size shrub & tree planting, bare-root handplants.
Weed & Pest Control: fabric weed barrier & install, fabric squares and staple installtion, tree protectors & stakes installation.
Soil Health: cover crops, seed bed prep, soil erosion.  
Shelterbelt Renovation
Earthwork & Erosion Control
Grade/Shoreline Stabilization
Urban Conservation: Tree planting, pollinator/native plots
Education: any outreach to our producers, schools and communities 

 The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2025 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other restrictions as listed 
there.

 All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
 Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
 District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
 District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with reimbursement 

request.
 Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.
 The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
 The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
 Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the grant.



SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTUR

RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY DIVISION
523 East Capitol Avenue

Pierre, SD 57501 
Phone: 605.773.3623 Fax: 605.773.

sdda.sd.gov

OFFICE USE ONLY
Signature of Reviewer __________________________________ Title ____________________________ Date __________________

Signature of Approval __________________________________ Title ____________________________ Date __________________

SD EForm – 0549 V4

GRANT APPLICATION FORM
Applicant Information

Organization: _________________________________ Mailing Address: ________________________________
Telephone: ___________________________________ City: ______________ State: ____ Zip: ______________
Tax Status: ___________________________________

Project Contact

Project Officer: _______________________________   Telephone: ____________________________________
Fax: ________________________________________   Email: ________________________________________

Project Information

Project Name: __________________________________
Start Date: ______________ End Date: ______________
Legal description:   County _________________________
Township: __________________ Range: _____________
Section: ___________________ Qtr: ______________ 

Financial Information

Grant funds requested: _____________ Partner contributions (total): _____________ Total project cost: _____________
Please  a brief, descriptive summary of the project

Type of Grant 

Mountain Pine Beetle

Invasive Species 

Community Forestry Conservation Grant 

Insect/Disease

Forest Stewardship

Other (specify): _________________________

I hereby certify that to the best of my knowledge and belief, this application is true and correct. I further agree to 
comply with the provisions of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and regulations issued thereunder relating to 
nondiscrimination in federally assisted programs.

Applicant Signature ______________________________________________ Title ________________________  Date ______________
A copy of the state required W-9 form must be attached to this application.

Jerauld Conservation District 510 Dakota Ave. Ste. 2
(605) 539-9232 Wessington Springs SD 57382
Government Entity

Lisa Sall (605) 933-0517
jerauldcocd@gmail.com

Multi-Purpose
01/01/2026 06/30/2027

Jerauld

$ 41,996.50 $ 49,278.50 $91,275.00

Secretary/Treasurer

Jerauld Conservation District (JCD) continues to promote the benefits of planting trees for livestock,
wildlife, and erosion control. We take pride in the work we do for conservation and for producers in
Jerauld County. This year we have introduced a variety of projects to area producers and JCD will
be providing technical assistance and planning to several producers seeking help with fencing, and
brush control projects along with planning and planting windbreak shelter-belts. A shelter-belt
planning and tree planting workshop is planned as an educational event for all community members
and rural land owners in 2026 along with an EAB training/seminar in 2027. Jerauld Conservation
District board members and staff strive to recognize county needs and have made more of an effort
to reach out to landowners for insight through advertising and newsletters. This grant will help JCD
to answer producers' and community needs with not only trusted advice and technical assistance
but also some much needed funding.

09/30/2025



{p

BUDGET SHEET 

The total for each of these three sections should equal the “Total Project Cost” on page 1. 

A. Operating Budget
1. Salary/Benefits   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .
2. Travel   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .
3. Contractual Services   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 
4. Supplies   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 
5. Equipment (list major equipment)   .   .   .   .
6. Consultation Services   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .

Total Project Costs   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .     __________________ 
__________________ 
__________________ 
__________________ 

______________ 
__________________ 
__________________ 

This total must equal _____________

B. Activity Budget

1.
2. 
3.
4. 
5. 
6.
7.
8.  

Activity Grant Funds Local Funds Local In-Kind Other Funds Total

Totals 
This total must equal

C. Project Partners

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Partners Amount Cash Amount In-Kind Total

This total must equal

Totals

Please  application and attachments to the South Dakota Department of Agriculture .

$ 25,000.00

$25,000.00 $91,275.00

tree removal
trees
fabric & installation

3,000.00
3,000.00
6,500.00

$3,000.00
$3,000.00
$6,500.00

$12,500.00 $12,500.00

$91,275.00

DANR

landowner

12,500.00

12,500.00

$12,500.00
$12,500.00

$25,000.00 $25,000.00

$91,275.00





State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 01/01/2026 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: -$                -$           
Commisson Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

Forest Resiliency Project 2023-CSW-018 01/01/2023 12/31/2025 25,000.00$     2,654.76$      
Thinning for Forest Health 2024-CSW-012 01/01/2024 12/31/2025 31,500.00$     13,500.00$   
Thinning for Forest Health 2025-CSW-020 01/01/2025 12/31/2027 167,000.00$   159,710.00$ 

Walk in The Forest 2025-CSW-030 07/01/2025 06/30/2026 1,150.00$       1,150.00$      
Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

93,000.00$                              

November 2025

Lawrence Forest Resiliency Project

12/31/2027

186,000.00$                           

93,000.00$                              

The purpose of this grant is to provide cost-share funds and opportunities to empower private
landowners to manage their forested property. Goals of this project are to improve the overall forest
health in Lawrence and Meade County, reduce the potential for high severity fires, and assist with
other landowner goals such as increase timber production on their property. This project will include
thinning by removal of trees, disposal of timber waste piles (slash piles), encouragement of practices
to encourage health of all tree species, assistance with fencing projects to promote hardwood
regeneration and water quality protection, as well as the enhancement of natural meadow areas.
This grant will be to assist landowners in treating 100 acres for forest stand improvement practices
in Lawrence County, SD and Meade County, SD.

 The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2025 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other restrictions as listed there.
 All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
 Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
 District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
 District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
 Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.
 The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
 The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
 Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the grant.

























State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 01/01/2026 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: -$         -$           
Commisson Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

2,750.00$                        

November 2025

Lincoln Windbreak Renovation Spring 2026

06/30/2026

11,590.00$                      

8,840.00$                        

Lincoln Conservation District will manage implementation of trees, fabric, tree protectors and grass on Windbreak Renovation sites. 
This project will provide cost share to help with these costs according to the Conservation Commission approved practice costs. These 
sites have had trees removed and are ready to be re-planted in Spring 2026. 

 The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2025 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other restrictions as 
listed there.

 All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
 Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
 District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
 District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with 

reimbursement request.
 Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified 

maximum.
 The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
 The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
 Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the grant.







LINCOLN CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING Minutes 

16 Sept. 2025, start 4 p.m. at:  801 E. 5th St. Suite 2, Canton, SD 
 

Option to join by call in at: 607-374-1189, access code 946-062#, (if you let us know) 
 

Present: Dave G., Neil B., Ron G., Kory K., J.S.  Called in:  
 
Called Meeting to Order 4:05.   

I. Public comment period: n.a.  
Lynn Bren of SDPAA gave brief talk about insurance coverage & option to increase 
General Liability coverage.   

II. Reviewed Minutes of previous meeting.  Neil motioned, Dave 2nd, All approved.   
III. District Supervisor’s Reports: Eric P. working.   
IV. NRCS Report – Kory K.  Looking for cost-share funds.  Received many EQIP 
applications for tree renovation projects.   
 
V. District Manager’s Report – Operations 
� District Staff –  Updated Safety Manual merged with Application.   
� Equipment –  
� Tree Plant Jobs – Many pending.  Still have renovation sites to visit this month.   
� Pickup Orders – 5 orders for 46 Fall potted   
� Drill Jobs – 0 
� Other –     
• Administration, Financial Report:  A/R, A/P, cash flow, budget to actual.   
• Reviewed bills, & financial reports.  Dave motioned, Neil 2nd, all approved.   

• Checks to sign:  no 
 
VI. Old Business: Discuss Any Resource concerns.  SDSU Public Tree info meeting on Sept. 
23, notice put on Face-Book & post cards mailed out.  Discussed need for manager to go to 
part time until funds allow full time.  JS will Review & propose product & services prices for 
2026, & send email.   

New Business: Discussed Application for S.D. Commission Grant to help with July 
Storms Tree Renovation project.  Dave G. motioned, Neil B. 2nd all approved to submit grant 
application.  JS will send out relevant emails about District website.   

 
VII. Executive Session:  none  
VIII. Time & Date for Next Board Meeting – Third Tuesday: 4:00 p.m. 21-Oct.-2025 
tentative, pending harvest /weather? 
IX. Adjourned at 5:00.   
 
 
Lincoln Conservation District, in USDA Office Bldg.,  
801 East 5th Street, Suite 2-South (near 481.33  282nd St.) South side of Hwy 18 
Canton, SD 57013 
Office: (605) 987-2624 Ext. 3 
Email: LincolnCD@SDConservation.net  
www.LincolnConservationDistrictSD.com 
 
  



Lincoln Conservation District Shed 
220 North Howard Street  (near 480.40  2 Blocks N. of Hwy 18 (282nd St.))  
Canton, SD 57013   
Lincoln Conservation District   Board of Supervisors:              Started 
 
Greg Huffman  605-366-4386  273.28 476th Ave (East of) Harrisburg  2018 
gjhuffman@sio.midco.net     Farmer,   Dayton Township 
 
Dave Gillespie,    605-941-2791  in Canton      2021 
dgdgillespie@gmail.com    Farm owner   Canton Twnshp 
 
Eric Poppens   605-261-5136  274.59  468th Ave. (NE of) Lennox  2022 
deere7810@hotmail.com     Farmer,   Perry Twnshp 
 
Neil Broughton   (605) 351-4931 47683 292nd, Hudson     2024 
tinesuplm@gmail.com   Land Manager   Norway Twnshp 
 
Ron Gibbons, Chairman, 605-310-3533 28861 467th Ave., Centerville   2025  
rdgibbons2@gmail.com   Farmer   Delaware Twnshp 
 
 
Lincoln Conservation District Advisor to Board    
Dennis Halverson, 605-366-3536  29083 485th Ave., Fairview    2025 
dahalverson@alliancecom.net  Advisor, Farmer,  Fairview Twnshp 
 
 
Lincoln Conservation District Manager: Jeremy S.  
 
NRCS District Conservationist: Kezar, Kory,  kory.kezar@usda.gov    
 



Lincoln Conservation Windbreak Renovation Spring 2026 Grant Practices wrkst.xlsx 10/06/2025

Practice
Max Cost 
Per Unit $

unit of 
Measure

Estimated 
Units

Max Total 
Cost of 
UnitS $

Cost 
Share % 

Amount $ 
Requested 
for Grant

Landowner 
Cost $

Windbreak Renovation Tree Removal
Dead Tree Removal Above Ground
Dead Tree Removal Include Roots $6,100.00 Acre 1.00 $6,100.00 0 $0.00 $6,100.00

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Critical Area Grass Seeding & ground Prep $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
with Native Grass Mix $120.00 Acre 2.60 $312.00 50 $156.00 $156.00
with Tame Grass $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Windbreak Renovation Planting $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Site Preparation $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Shrubs & Planting $0.54 Foot 308.0 $166.32 50 $83.16 $83.16
Trees & Planting $0.52 Foot 1600.0 $832.00 50 $416.00 $416.00
Fabric & Install $0.85 Foot 3750.0 $3,187.50 50 $1,593.75 $1,593.75
5' tree protectors $11.25 Each 76.0 $855.00 50 $427.50 $427.50
tree protector installation $1.70 Each 76.0 $129.20 50 $64.60 $64.60

Windbreak Renovation Total $11,582.02 $2,741.01 $8,841.01
24% 76%
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• Conservation District - The district will be responsible for the project management, 

provide information for implementation, and / or provide service to implement, and 
evaluation of the project. The district provided an estimate to, & plans to supply & plant 
the grass & trees, supply & install the fabric, and the tree protectors.   
 

• Conservation Commission Grant - The grant may cover up to 25% of the cost of the 
tree removal, and 50% of the cost of the grass seeding, trees & planting, fabric & 
instal lation, and tree protectors and installation.   
 

• Natural Resource Conservation Service - The NRCS Tech Guide will be followed when 
designing a shelterbelt.  Local NRCS staff will provide guidance.   

 
• Landowner - The landowner is ultimately responsible for site management.  

Landowners have prepared the tree sites and will provide at least 25% of the cost of the 
practices, even if other funding is found by the producer.  Under the proposed plan the 
landowner will supply over  76% of the total budget for this project.     

 
E.  Project Descriptions 
Beneficiaries of Renovation Project 
o The project's primary goal is to renovate storm damaged shelterbelts in Southern 

Lincoln County.  Funding will ensure local farmers and livestock producers receive the 
protection needed for their farmsteads, and feedlots.  Shelterbelt renovations will 
provide reduced wind and soil erosion, along with energy consumption.  

o Lincoln County Landowners - this project would supply cost-share for renovation of 
existing shelterbelts area, and would supply cost-share to replant the trees shrubs, and 
grass. 

o Surrounding areas - will benefit through improved water quality and air quality, 
reduction in soil erosion, and an improved landscape. 

o Lincoln County - economic benefits through improved efficiency of livestock, reduction in 
energy costs, visual screens, and improved land value. 

o Due to storm damage and the number of ash trees, shelterbelt decline will result in 
hazards to each farmstead around shelterbelts, renovations will address this hazard.   
 

• Implementation, Maintenance, & Follow-up 
o Lincoln County Conservation District will implement this project. The Conservation 

District along with assistance from state foresters, and NRCS planners will determine 
features of the renovation. Renovation plans will be drawn up with the producer. 
Removal of trees/shrubs is complete. S p r i n g  2 0 2 6 - final land preparation, tree/shrub 
planting, fabric, and grass seeding. F a l l  2 0 2 6 - monitoring and survival counts. 

o Lincoln Conservation District will follow up with survival rates of new trees and shrubs, 
and work with producers on replacement stock. 

• Location of Project 
o Southern Lincoln County, Nearby towns include Centerville, Beresford, Fairview, and 

Hudson, South Dakota.   
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• Environmental, Natural Resource, Ecological, Education, and Social Impact 
o The farmers and ranchers of Southern Lincoln County are very much aware of the 

damage caused by summer storms in 2025.  Restoring shelterbelts to function and provide 
conservation benefits to the landscape are very important. With the presents of emerald 
ash borers in the county, this project will remove infected ash trees that are dying or will 
die in years to come.  Priories of Lincoln Conservation District include water quality, soil 
erosion, and air quality. This project helps address these priorities, and plan for future 
generations.    

o Environmental and Natural Resources – Renovation of Shelterbelts will provide 
landowners planning assistance to address resource concerns well beyond the shelterbelts 
on their operations, getting technical assistance from state and federal planners starts 
conversations that can lead to better conservation across the farm.  The Shelterbelt 
renovations will provide improved energy efficiency, water quality, and wind and soil 
erosion for landowners, and the County. 
 
F. Final Products.   
Social Impact – Provide opportunities for seasonal work in the spring working with tree 
crew to establish shelterbelts, potentially creating new interest in conservation work.  
Increase esthetics in the County and provide a sense of community for participants after 
challenging storms have left their farmsteads altered, and many not knowing how to go 
about addressing their wind protection needs.  Provide Boots-on-the-ground approach to 
work directly with rural members of Lincoln County, on their locations.  
Economic Impact - The economic impact of a shelterbelt is hard to quantify.  Energy 
saving can be significant, and on large scall feedlot can have huge economic benefits 
to their operations.  Money saved on livestock efficiency’s potentially is money that 
can be invested back into local communities.  With prominent winds, shelterbelts are 
a must in Southeast South Dakota to protect property and livestock.   
 

o Success of this project will be measured by the number of producers who successfully 
renovate shelterbelts, and the acres of new trees/shrubs planted.  These acres will stand 
to protect these farmsteads from prevailing winds for many years.   

o This Commission Grant would provide the district with the ability to work with and reach 
new customers, and provide education for our customer base.  This helps build recognition 
and reputation, for a strong working partnership in our rural setting.   

o Renovated shelterbelts w i l l  replenish the landscape with their beauty, and restore the 
functions & benefits they provide to our landowners & wildlife.  

 
Thank you for your consideration,  
  Jeremy S. 
Lincoln Conservation District     
Office: 801 E. 5th St. Suite 2-South, Canton, S.D. 57013 
 Office: (605) 987-2624 





State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 01/01/2026 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: -$              -$           
Commisson Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

2024 MC Multi-Practice Grant 2024-CSW-013 01/01/2024 06/30/2026 60,000.00$     50,106.97$ 1 yr
Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

70,000.00$                               

November 2025

Mellette 2025 MC Multi-Purpose Grant

06/30/2027

181,600.00$                             

500.00$                                     
111,100.00$                             

The 2026 MC Multi-Practice Grant would assist producers in the conservation of our natural resources by providing cost share opportunities. 
Please see the attached project narrative and budget sheet that outlines, in detail, the goals of this proposed project. 
The practices proposed in this project are: 
Pipelines/Tanks 
Fencing 
Trees/fabric 
Alt. Energy Pumps/Rural Water Hookups 
Wells/Seeding 
Dugouts/Dams 
Fabricated windbreaks 
Administration

 The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2025 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other restrictions as listed there.
 All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
 Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
 District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
 District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
 Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.
 The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
 The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
 Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the grant.





















State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 01/01/2026 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: -$              -$                
Commisson Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

Soil Health Improvement 2024-CSW-016 01/01/2024 12/31/2025 21,840.00$     13,926.28$ 
Consevation Education & Awareness 2025-CSW-021 01/01/2025 12/31/2025 2,550.00$       2,550.00$   

Pollinator Planting 2025-CSW-022 01/01/2025 12/31/2025 1,650.00$       1,650.00$   
SDACDE 2025 Promoting Conservation 2025-CSW-023 01/01/2025 12/31/2025 8,000.00$       8,000.00$   

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

8,200.00$                                

November 2025

Miner SDACDE Promoting Conservation in 2026

12/31/2026

16,400.00$                              

8,200.00$                                

State-wide awareness of Conservation is so important. As Conservation Districts, we must make everyone aware of the importance of 'good' 
conservation. To accomplish this mission, we must do our best to make everyone (residents and visitors) aware of the importance of 
conservation. Conservation Districts cover the entire state in every county - we are the locally led conservation! As the SDACDE we promote the 
importance of Conservation Districts by participating in activities such as: South Dakota State Fair, Central States Fair, Dakota Fest, Black Hills 
Stock Show, Pheasant Fest, Hunting & Outdoor Conventions, Area Farm Shows, South Dakota Soil Health Conference, State-wide and Area-
wide Workshops and Seminars. Training and seminars are costly and this funding would allow SDACDE to provide additional support with 
expenses. Publications, Newspapers, Websites, and other social media are also a valuable outreach avenue. Outreach, Public Awareness, and 
Promotion of Conservation is vital to each and every Conservation District in South Dakota. South Dakota Conservation Districts must make 
conservation awareness a priority! 

 The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.                                                                           
 Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.





















State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 01/01/2026 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: -$              -$           
Commisson Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

Soil Health Improvement 2024-CSW-016 01/01/2024 12/31/2025 21,840.00$     13,926.28$ 
Consevation Education & Awareness 2025-CSW-021 01/01/2025 12/31/2025 2,550.00$       2,550.00$   

Pollinator Planting 2025-CSW-022 01/01/2025 12/31/2025 1,650.00$       1,650.00$   
SDACDE 2025 Promoting Conservation 2025-CSW-023 01/01/2025 12/31/2025 8,000.00$       8,000.00$   

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

29,975.00$                              

November 2025

Miner Conservation Practices for Miner Co. 

12/31/2026

61,975.00$                              

32,000.00$                              

This grant would provide the opportunity to promote conservation practices that will improve soil health. It will provide cost-share for practices 
such as Tree Planting, Shelterbelt Renovations, Cover Crops to producers wanting to try cover crops, Tank & Pipeline to promote Grazing 
Management, Dug-out cleanout to producers who can not hook up to rural water, and Pollinator Plantings. This will also provide conservation 
education to the local schools and communities. We know that starting with school age children and teaching them about conservation and 
the value of healthy soil is a great start in a community. Working with the communities in community events brings awareness of the value of a 
Conservation District and all that it can provide to not only the producer but the entire community. Through the Public Awareness part of this 
grant, we would like to improve our Local Work Group efforts - we believe that locally led projects are very important to our community. This 
grant is designed to make much needed improvements to our Conservation District delivery and accomplishments, and be a great asset to 
our Miner County! 

 The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2025 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other restrictions as listed 
there.

 All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
 Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
 District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
 District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with reimbursement 

request.
 Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.
 The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
 The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
 Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the grant.























Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 01/01/2026 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: -$              10,800.00$  
Commisson Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER: 10,800.00$  

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

2024 Fencing Pipeline 2024-CSW-017 01/01/2024 12/31/2025 12,488.52$     7,067.14$   
NWA Tree Planting 2025-CSW-024 01/01/2024 12/31/2025 19,389.55$     19,389.55$ 

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

3,740.10$                               

Perkins Perkins County Tree Planting

12/31/2026

18,280.20$                             

3,740.10$                               

10,800.00$                             

This project will benefit Perkins County by offering cost share on trees that will benefit livestock, wildlife, and fields that are not eligible for CRP, 
EQIP or GFP funding. 
The overall goals of the project comply with the South Dakota Coordinated Soil and Water Conservation Plan and the long-range plan of the 
Conservation District. 
There are 1 producers lined up to participate in this grant.

 The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2025 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other restrictions as listed there.
 All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
 Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
 District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
 District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
 Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.
 The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
 The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
 Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the grant.





















PO Box 189 – Bison, South Dakota 57620-0189 – Phone (605) 244-7160

2025 September MEETING

The monthly meeting of the Perkins County Conservation District was held Tuesday, September
16, 2025, at 1:03 A.M. at the Bison NRCS conference room. Supervisor’s present were 
Chairman Lyndel Johnson, Vice Chairman Drew Anderson, Supervisors Chuck Anderson, and 
Veronica Kari along with District Manager Elyssa Barkman & Corson County District Manager 
Annie Walker.

A motion was made by Supervisor Chuck Anderson and seconded by Supervisor Drew Anderson
to approve the agenda; motion carried.

The August 2025 minutes were reviewed. A motion was made by Supervisor Chuck Anderson and 
seconded by Supervisor Drew Anderson to approve the minutes from August; motion carried. 

The employee timesheets from August were reviewed. A motion was made by Supervisor Drew 
Anderson and seconded by Supervisor Chuck Anderson to approve employee timesheets for this 
month; motion carried. 

The financial report was reviewed. A motion was made by Supervisor Chuck Anderson and 
seconded by Supervisor Veronica Kari to accept the financial report and to pay monthly bills; 
motion carried. 

NRCS Update: DC Sarah Eggebo was not present, ABC Partner Kirsten Linnemeier gave a 
report on her behalf. CSP deadline for fiscal year is coming up. They are working on getting 
EQIP practices certified. Currently taking applications for next year. Also working on gathering 
reports on grazing records for CRP grasslands.

American Bird Conservancy: Kirsten Linnemeier reported that her grand total of acres 
contracted was just under 20,000 acres in the Timber Lake area for CREP. One employment 
position will be opening in Timber Lake and Janice in Buffalo will be moving up to North 
Dakota.

FSA Update: no report

SDACD/NACD Update: Vice Chairman Drew Anderson reported the SDACD Convention will 
be in Huron, SD September 21st- 23rd.



District Pickup, Trailer & Equipment- District Manager Elyssa Barkman is going to reach out 
to other districts to see what they use for a fabric layer and where they got theirs from. Corson 
County District Manager Annie Walker gave some insight on district pickup and trailer.

Natural Resource Outreach Report: District Manager Elyssa Barkman updated the board on 
the grant project

District Operations Report: District Manager Elyssa Barkman updated the board on district 
activities. 2026 Tree Plantings have been in full force, and we have 90,000-100,000 feet of 
planting to do in the spring of 2026. As soon as nurseries send out their price sheets for 2026 a 
tree order form will be created and advertised. 

SD Commissions & Extensions: A motion was made by Supervisor Drew Anderson and 
seconded by Supervisor Chuck Anderson to apply for the 2025 Tree Planting Grant Round 
and send in grant extensions; motion carried.

Big Sioux Board of Director: A motion was made by Supervisor Drew Anderson to remove 
Shauna Kopren & add District Manager Elyssa Barkman as the voting member for Big Sioux 
Nursery.

AIS update: District Manager Elyssa Barkman updated the board on staffing for AIS. GF&P 
has invited the district to be recognized at their commission meeting in October and District 
Manager Elyssa Barkman will be attending. 

No Till Drill Report: District Manager Elyssa Barkman updated the board on the current state 
of the drill. John Deere has been down to fix it this week and get it back in working order. Use of 
the drill has slowed down for this season. 

The meeting adjourned at 3:43 P.M. The next meeting will be tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, 
October 7th at 1:00 PM at the Bison NRCS office conference room.





State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 01/01/2026 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: -$         300.00$     
Commisson Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER: 300.00$     

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

2,850.00$                          

November 2025

Sanborn Conservation Reborn in Sanborn

12/31/2026

5,700.00$                          

2,550.00$                          

300.00$                              

The "Conservation Reborn in Sanborn" project is dedicated to strengthening conservation education and outreach throughout Sanborn 
County by implementing a variety of initiatives: publishing a triannual newsletter to keep producers, non-operating producers, and urban 
communities  informed about practices, programs, and events; offering hands-on conservation lessons and contests for students in 
local schools to foster a new generation of conservationists; and organizing community outreach at events such as the annual 
Woonsocket Water Festival, where educational booths, demonstrations, and native seed distributions will raise awareness of soil and 
water conservation. The project also aims to establish native pollinator gardens at places like Artesian's town park and the Sanborn 
County 4-H grounds, showcasing resilient plant species and their benefits under diverse soil conditions. Additionally, workshops and 
social discussions-such as "Coffee,  Donuts & Conversation with Conservation"-will provide community members with direct 
opportunities to connect, learn, and ask questions about conservation practices.

 The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2025 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other restrictions as 
listed there.

 All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
 Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
 District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
 District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with reimbursement 

request.
 Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.
 The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
 The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
 Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the grant.

























Sanborn Conservation District Minutes 

September 15th, 2025 

Meeting was called to order by Supervisor Mark Snedeker at 7 p.m. at the Sanborn County Conservation 
Tree Shed @ 7 pm.   

Present: Supervisors: Snedeker, Rodney Clarambeau, Judy Fredrichs, & Karen Lambert; District Manager: 
Hanna Peterson 

The motion to amend the agenda to add Sanborn Co Commissioner meeting to Unfinished Business was 
made by Fredrichs, second Clarambeau; motion carried. The amended agenda was approved and will 
stand. 

Motion to approve the August 11, 2025 minutes was made by Clarambeau, seconded by Fredrichs; 
motion carried 

NRCS Report: NRCS representative was not present. 

District Manager Report: 

DM Peterson officially started. She gave an update on the Silent Auction basket for State Convention 
and items she bought. She is registered along with Supervisors Fredrichs & Clarambeau. She noticed 
some discrepancies in QuickBooks and will work on sorting them out. She talked & met with multiple 
different District Managers to answer questions and learn about how different Conservation Districts 
work. Lambert & Karen will work on the JRWD grant and send it in. She has an established windbreak to 
look at, working on sales goals for tree sales and how much to charge in 2026. She gave an update on 
fall drilling and had a total of 44 acres, and was finishing one producer on day of the meeting. Discussed 
different charging methods for drilling. Gave an update on drill and other equipment. Recommended 
updating some equipment, tree planter and trailer. The conservation district laptop needs to be updated 
since Dell will no longer be supporting Windows 10 and the current laptop’s hardware cannot support 
Windows 11. Presented board with the Dell 15 laptop priced at $379.99. Motion by Snedecker to 
approve purchasing of new laptop, second by Clarambeau; motion carried. 

New Business: 

Discussion was held on equipment services, drill need new cultivators, discs and some maintenance on 
tires.  

Discussion was held on adding DM Peterson to FNBO signature card. Peterson will stop in at FNBO to 
see what needs to be done to be added.  

Discussion was held on acquiring newsletter sponsors and DM Peterson provided an estimate of how 
many sponsors to ask, how much to charge and asked for recommended sponsors.  

Unfinished Business: 

Discussion was held on SDACD Convention. Lambert made a motion to add remove previous DM Riley 
Schmidt and add current DM Peterson as proxy voter for Big Sioux Nursery, second by Fredrichs; motion 
carried. 

DM Peterson stated State Conservation Commission grant is due October 1. Motion made by Lambert to 
apply, second by Clarambeau; motion carried.  



Sanborn Co Commissioners meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 16, to continue discussions on 
funding proposal. DM Peterson sent in additional records that the Sanborn Co Auditor requested.  

Drainage Board report:   

Clarambeau reported on Olsens? and tomorrow Gary will meet with Davison Drainage Board. 

Executive Session: 

No session proceeded. 

Financial Report: Approval of vouchers to be filed for audit: Motion to approve by Clarambeau, seconded 
by Lambert; motion carried. 

Snedeker adjourned the meeting at 8:47pm.  

Next month’s meeting: Monday, October 6th, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. at the Sanborn Conservation Tree Shed in 
Woonsocket. 

Respectfully submitted: Hanna Peterson District Manager 
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Board of Supervisors: Dave Thom, Custer (Chair); Oonagh Wood, Pringle (Treasurer); Tamarah Caster, Elk 
Mountain; Paul Nettinga, Pleasant Valley (Vice Chair); Greg Neugebauer, Hermosa. Advisors: Stuart Adrian,
Hayward; Gladwin Paulsen, rural Custer.

 

South Dakota Conservation Commission
SD Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources
Resource Conservation and Forestry Division
523 East Capitol Ave.
Pierre, SD 57501

Dear Commissioners,

The Custer County Conservation District is requesting the following changes to the docket rates for
livestock pipelines and tanks.

Grazing Management:
Pipeline:

Pipeline: Plastic above ground.............. $2.00 / L.f.
HDPE (below ground) ......................... $5.00 / L.f.
PVC – up to 1 ¼” (below ground) ....... $4.60 / L.f.
PVC –1 ½” to 2” (below ground) ........ $5.00 / L.f.
PVC – 3” (below ground) .................... $5.50 / L.f.

Tanks:
Standard tank installation w/base.......... $2.50 / Gal.

In addition, we are providing a review of payment rates for all conservation practices currently available 
on the docket. The review determined the last year each practice’s cost-share payment rate was adjusted,
and when possible, compared the current rate to rates of similar practices funded through other cost-share
programs (NRCS-EQIP and SD Game, Fish & Parks-Private Lands Habitat Program). This review
revealed that the majority of practices (~75%) have not undergone a price adjustment in a decade or more,
and roughly 30 percent have not changed in 18 or more years. Moreover, comparisons to other cost-share
programs illustrate that there are significant differences in payment amounts, and these differences are 
more pronounced for practices that have not had a price adjustment in recent years.

As a result of this effort, we respectfully urge the Commission to review current payment rates for all
conservation practices, particularly those that have remained changed for several years. The current 
system of updating the docket works well for practices frequently used by the Conservation Districts; 
however, it does not adequately address those that are used less often.

We also ask the Commission to consider adopting a new policy for annual updates to the docket. While 
cost recommendations from Conservation District employees should continue to be a key consideration,
we also encourage the Commission to consider other annual adjustments. Possible options include:



Board of Supervisors: Dave Thom, Custer (Chair); Oonagh Wood, Pringle (Treasurer); Tamarah Caster, Elk 
Mountain; Paul Nettinga, Pleasant Valley (Vice Chair); Greg Neugebauer, Hermosa. Advisors: Stuart Adrian,
Hayward; Gladwin Paulsen, rural Custer.

Applying an annual inflation-based adjustment using the Consumer Price Index or another index
suitable to the Commission.
Aligning payment rates with those of other cost-share programs.

We understand that making significant changes may not be feasible during the November Commission
meeting, but we hope changes can be made in the near future. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Mike Baldwin,
District Manager, Custer County Conservation District



Conservation Commission Docket: Practice Cost Review (2006-2025).   Note: 2006 was oldest docket available

Practice Unit
 Unit Cost 

(Specified Max.) 

Maximum 
payment to 
landowner

Equivalent 
NRCS EQIP 

payment (FY25)

Equivalent 
GF&P 

maximum 
payment 

(2025)

Year of last 
docket change 
(Note: missing 

2010 & 2014 
dockets)

Years 
since 

docket 
change

Avg. #  years 
since docket 

change by 
Practice 
Category

Grass Seeding: (with seedbed prep & 
operation)

 Color Key

Seed: (30% / 50%) 1-5 yrs
- Tame Ac. $50.00 $15.00 / $25.00 $69.14 2015 11 6-10 yrs
- Native grass mix Ac. $120.00 $36.00 / $60.00 $151.07 2015 11 11-15 yrs
- Native grass/Native Forbs Mix Ac. $245.00 $73.50 / $122.50 $125.00 2015 11 15-20 yrs

Mulching: Ac. $300.00 $90.00 / $150.00 $396.02 2007 19
Note: 2025 counted as year 1

Grazing Management: (30% / 50%)
Pipeline: Plastic above ground L.f. $1.80 $0.54 / $0.90 $2.51 $1.00 2015 11
HDPE (below ground) L.f. $2.00 $0.60 / $1.00 2008 18
PVC - up to I 1/4" L.f. $2.70 $0.81 / $1.35 2012 14
PVC - I 1/2" to 2" (below ground) L.f. $ 3.10 / $ 3.60 $0.93 / $1.80 2013 13
PVC - 3" (below ground) L.f. $4.10 $1.23 / $2.05 $3.80 2013 13

Tanks: (30% / 50%)
- Freeze-proof with base Gal. $2.15 $0.65 / $1.08 2007 19
- Steel rim w/flex. bottom Gal. $0.69 $0.21 / $0.35 2015 11
- Standard tank installation w/base Gal. $1.60 $0.48 / $0.80 $1.87 $1.50 2015 11
- Fountain type water tanks Ea. case-by-case $2,375.22

Pasture pumps (nose pumps) Ea. $670.00 $201 / $335 2011 15
Alternative energy pumps Ea. case-by-case $5,927.76 (solar) $5,000 (solar)
Rural water hookups Ea. $3,500.00 $1050 / $1750 $4,264.91 $3,750.00 2018 8
Dugout construction Ea. $3,500.00 $1050 / $1750 2013 13
Dam construction or repair Surf Ac. $3,000.00 $900 / $1500 2013 13
Wells- Steel or copper/plastic L.f. $ 36.00 / $ 38.00 $10.80 / $19.00 $53.89 2015/2020 11 / 6
Fencing: (30% / 50%)

- Electric L.f. $0.63 $0.19 / $0.32 $1.09 $0.50 2013 13
- Barbed wire L.f. $1.06 $0.32 / $0.53 $2.26 $0.85 - $0.95 2015 11
- Specialized protective fence L.f. $ 0.15 additional ≤ 2006 20
- Temporary fence L.f. $0.10 $0.03 / $0.05 $0.22 2007 19

Seeding (see grass seeding rates)

Brush Control:

Mechanical Hr.
$175.00 not to 

exceed 30 
hrs/landowner

$87.50 2024 2 2

$2.50

13.0

$3.15 13.8

11.9

15.8



Practice Unit
 Unit Cost 

(Specified Max.) 

Maximum 
payment to 
landowner

Equivalent 
NRCS EQIP 

payment (FY25)

Equivalent 
GF&P 

maximum 
payment 

(2025)

Year of last 
docket change 
(Note: missing 

2010 & 2014 
dockets)

Years 
since 

docket 
change

Avg. #  years 
since docket 

change by 
Practice 
Category

Tree Planting:

Site prep. (tilled/non-tilled areas) Ac.
$  25.00 tilled / $ 
50.00 non-tilled

$ 10 / $ 20
$465.51 / $120.05-

chem only 
2015 11

Shrubs & planting L.f. $0.54 $0.27 2025 1
Trees & planting L.f. $0.52 $0.26 $0.54 2025 1
Handplants (bareroot/container) Ea. $   2.00 / $ 3.75 $2.28 /  ?? ≤ 2006 20

Weed & pest control:
    - Fabric weed barrier & install L.f. $0.85 $0.43 2025 1
    - Fabric squares and stabple Ea. $4.50 $2.25 2025 1

    - Chemical/Mechanical Ac. $  50 / $ 200 $ 20 / $ 80
$16.76-54.43 / 
$10.23-283.32

2008 18

    - 5' Tree protectors (with stake) Ea. $11.25 $5.63 2025 1
    - 4' Tree protectors (with stake) Ea. $8.00 $4.00 2025 1
    - Tree protector installation Ea. $1.70 $0.85 2024 2

Soil Health:

Cover Crop (inc. seedbed prep. & 
operation)

Ac.

 $28.16 not to 
exceed 160 Ac. per 
land operator (first 
time user) and for 
one time per land 

unit 

$14.08 $33.92-$52.27 2025 1 1

General Water Quality:
Abandoned well sealing Ea. $500.00 $150.00 2011 15 15

Shelterbelt renovation:
Sod control, chem. & mechanical Ac. $200.00 $80.00 2011 15
With dead tree removal (above grd.) Ac. $2,800.00 $1,120.00 2011 15
With dead tree removal (incl. roots) Ac. $6,100.00 $1,525.00 2011 15

(40% / 50%)
Fabricated Windbreak: L.f. $16.62 $6.65 / $8.31 $34.08 2019 7 7

Earthwork & Erosion Control: 
w/dragline Cu. Yd. $2.00 $1.00 2011 15
Excavation Cu. Yd. $1.78 $0.89 2011 15
Excavation Hr. $175.00 $87.50 2013 13
Class S Earthfill Cu. Yd. $2.08 $1.04 2011 15

14.5

15

8.25

4



Practice Unit
 Unit Cost 

(Specified Max.) 

Maximum 
payment to 
landowner

Equivalent 
NRCS EQIP 

payment (FY25)

Equivalent 
GF&P 

maximum 
payment 

(2025)

Year of last 
docket change 
(Note: missing 

2010 & 2014 
dockets)

Years 
since 

docket 
change

Avg. #  years 
since docket 

change by 
Practice 
Category

Earthwork & Erosion Control Continued: 
Diversions/water retention/water 
spreading (for erosion control)
    - 0-2% slope .27 cu.yd./ft L.f. $0.60 $0.30 2007 19
    - 2-4% slope .34 cu.yd./ft L.f. $0.97 $0.49 2007 19
    - 4-6% slope .44 cu.yd./ft L.f. $1.42 $0.71 2007 19
Terracing L.f. $2.10 $1.05 $1.27-$3.83 2013 13
Waterway (<25 ft/>25 ft) L.f. $ 2.10 / $ 2.90 $1.05 / $1.45 2011 15

Grade/Shoreline Stabilization:
Rock riprap Cu. Yd. $50.00 $20.00 / $25.00 $122.93 ≤ 2006 20
Rock filled wire baskets Cu. Yd. $200.00 $80.00 / $100.00 2007 19
Livestock crossing (rock & gravel) Sq. Ft. $2.50 $1.00 / $1.25 $7.37 2007 19
Straw bales Ea. $1.50 $0.60 / $0.75 ≤ 2006 20
Willow planting Ea. $0.20 $0.08 / $0.10 ≤ 2006 20

Animal Nutrient Systems:
Engineering Ea. $15,000.00 $7,500.00 ≤ 2006 20
Construction (see earthwork)

Monosloped/hoop barn waste sys.
Animal 

Unit $100.00 $50.00 2007 19

Technical Assistance:
I & E case-by-case case-by-case

Forest Stand Improvement:
Thinning Ac. $1,500.00 $750.00 $286.55-$493.87 2024 2
Slash Disposal Ac. $300.00 $150.00 $109.54-$271.18 2024 2
Mechanical Root Stimulation Hr. $175.00 $87.50 2015 11
Wildlife Exclussion Fencing L.f. $1.80 $0.90 2018 8

$3.37
17.0

5.75

19.5

19.6



 
 

South Dakota Conservation District Employees 
Josh Wagner, President 

Yvette Kirkman, Vice-President 
Tami Moore, Secretary/Treasurer 

 
 
October 14, 2025 
 

 
TO:         South Dakota Conservation Commission 
       
RE:   2026 Conservation Commission Docket Recommendations 
 
Based on our Employee Surveys and estimated increases in labor and supplies for 2026, the 
South Dakota Conservation District Employees Association would like to recommend the    
following changes for the 2026 Conservation Commission Approved Practices Docket. 
 
Tree Planting: Planting of Trees & Shrubs - $.60 per linear foot 
    We are recommending Shrubs & Trese at the same rate 
   Hand Plants - $3.00 / bareroot tree; $4.00 / container tree 
   Fabric & Installation - $.90 per linear foot 
   Shelterbelt Renovation – 40% cost-share for below ground 
    We would like cost-share percentage to be the same for both above & below   
                                                    Ground. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of these possible changes to the Approved Practices 
Docket. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
South Dakota Conservation District Employees 
 
 
 
Josh Wagner, President       Yvette Kirkman, Vice-President 
Tami Moore, Secretary/Treasurer      
Area Directors: 
Dawn Schulte, South James/Missouri    Valerie Feddersen, Prairie   
Bonnie Schmidt, North-West              Meshele Townsend, North Missouri 
Mike Baldwin, Hills                        Jean Fagerland, Coteau 
John Parker, Vermillion/Big Sioux                                               

 





Describe the importance of the new practice or recommended change 

Virtual fencing is a new technology that helps livestock managers improve grazing management 
by efficiently controlling and moving their animals without physical barriers. By using GPS-
enabled collars, wireless signals, and radio frequency are used to guide animal movement 
without the need for permanent fences. These collars interact with base stations to deliver 
sound, vibra ons, and mild electric pulses to guide the animal’s movement to stay within a 
designated area. These virtual boundaries can be adjusted remotely through a base sta on, or 
cloud-based so ware, that has been downloaded on a laptop, computer or cell phone. This 

exibility o ers ranchers an e cient way to create virtual boundaries, enabling ranchers to 
e ciently manage livestock grazing while promo ng animal welfare and minimizing 
environmental impact. This technology offers a cost-effective alternative to traditional cross-
fencing. When used with browsing species such as goats, virtual fencing can be used to mitigate 
woody plant encroachment—especially in areas that are inaccessible or impractical to fence 
using conventional methods. 

By adding Virtual fencing to the docket, it will offer producers another management tool to 
help improve soil and plant health, and protect wildlife. 

 

Suggested cost-share rates and unit costs 

The suggested cost varies by the type of animal it is being purchased for: 

Practice-Grazing Management 

 Unit-each collar 

 Unit Cost-(specified Max.)each 

  Large animal (cattle)-$329 per collar 

  Small animal (goat/sheep)-$229 

Cost-share-docket: 

 Practices used for: 

 Riparian protection: 50% 

 General livestock needs: 30% 

The highlighted is what is currently on the docket for fencing. 

 



Other information and documentation that would assist the Commission to make revisions 
for the 2026 docket. 



 



 

    
 
 

 

 

 

 

 




