
Purple 
Heart 
Signing 

rrrn:s 
• c:onica,SD578!8 

• f'.arm,,on,SDS70.10 
• M'lkheD, SO 57301 
• Pata, SD 51053 
• l'mff1,SDS7.'i0I 

• ltapidaty, S057701 
• Sioul:fall&,SD.S71 17 

I-90 in SD is designated the Purple Heart Memorial Highway 
Memorial Highway signs are installed at the Interstate Re1t Areas 

There are also a few signs along mainline Interstate 

Th (• 11uq1u..;c of lh P l' uq1I<• I l<'art T rail i;; to creal<• a sy ml 1oli1· and honora ry i,;~·s te m 
of road . hig hwn~·,,. bridg:es. and other rn omun enl i- lhal g: ivc 1rihu1 0 tu tlw men and 
wunwn w ho lwvP li<'rn a ward1•d lh <' l'urp lp J l1•art nwd a l. 

The l'urple ll ca rl Trai l m·t·ornplishes 1his honorary f!U: tl hy crPa tinf! a v i:-: u;il 
n• mincl Pr 10 1h()i,ie w ho u:,,;1• th p road ); \' :-; l e rn I hat ollll'rs havp pa id a hig:h prit·t• for 
1h1• ir fr t>(•1 lom lo I f/l\'(' I a n d liv<' in a free so1:if'ty . 

Sig:ns pl ae<'d a t var ious lu:a l ions annola l r th~r road s a nd highwttys wlw n• 
lrgis la l ion has lwr n passrd 1(1 (lei-: ig nat r 1iar1 s of 1 h(• nat i<1na l roail s~·s1cm as ' l'h e 
l)uq1lt• II N1r1 Tra il. 

Th <• m·ltta l formal 11 11111 l1!sign , if1hc s igns var.,· from s l;II (• t1i s lat l'. 

COtllnlES 
• °'7 ec-mt,,, SD 57f1' 

• nc.:,,Counr,, SDS16S6 
• ennr: e:am.,,. sn .i7!5t 

• Minnd:uiba Calmly, SO 57104 
• Tumcr-Couol;r,~D .,7078 

COLLEGES:1 l~IVERSmES 
• $n11tb JlwJla ~ Uniwnily, 1175 Medary Alto 

H.-ootmp, SD S1006 

< >Tl IER l.< >C:\"110:-(S 
• ARN Army Sotpb, 1520 W 8'" St. Sia.n: Falla, SO 

S7104 
• Bcta-~J.nc.,S2118Carolya A-..:,Siol.m 

Yalla,S057100 
• Caultiuau•, C1uL ~ iu PM:m &. M;k:hdl. SD 
• a..-1;,a'"°""_r..,lc_SD 

.'i762S 
· ·~BnlleSioulr'J'rih&.Purpklleart....,__ 

• N«dltnm Aim R«ydinc. ti518 ~ Alie. 
C,,,....., SDS1030 

• ~Wlllpet0n o,..ub'I'menr llaemoce. 
IW-1,BL\ H..,.. 711, /Vttl:xrVillllc.SD.s7262 

Pl lRPLF IIEARTTRAil RO\rfFS 
• l40- Jtuanq-&c:.a Wyuminr Bena-to Minnieda ....., 

What Other States are Doing 
• SDDOT sought information from other states on 

how they a re handling these 

• 21 states responded 

• 14 states e ither have a recognition program that 
a llows cities/counties to place small signs in the 
ri ght of way adjacent to city limit/county line 
s igns or a re considering one 

09/25/2019 

1 



Next Steps for SDDOT 

• Signs will be 
provided by the 
request ing 
entity and 
installed by 
DOT 

• No la rger than 
18" x 24" in size 

• Replace ment 
signs will be 
provided by the 
requesting 
entity 

Obtain approval for Urn 1>0licy from I.he 
Transport.at.ion Commisf,l ion 

Revise an<Uor Fina li:•.o t he Policy 

Address signing installed by commun it.ic8 & 
handle new rcquesL'i 

• Install up to four signs on the existing bounda ry sign 
supports 

• If more than fo ur state highway routes entering, the 
requesting entity will choose which routes to sign 

• The requesting 
ent ity will 
determine which 
recognition sign so 
only one is 
insta lled under the 
bounda ry sign 

• Administrative 
rules a llow 
communities to 
install a sign up to 
150 sq. Ft. outside 
highway ROW 
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September 20, 2019   

 
 
Mr. Greg Fuller 
Director of Operations 
South Dakota Department of Transportation 
Pierre, South Dakota 57501 
 
Subject:  Proposed policy for Purple Heart signs   
 
 
After reviewing the proposed policy, dated September 16, 2019, that your staff drafted 
for consideration by the State of South Dakota Transportation Commission, the Military 
Order of the Purple Heart, U.S.A., and Department of the Dakotas gives their support 
and endorsement for the Transportation Commission to approve the proposed policy.  
 
We hope that this proposed policy may be adopted by the Transportation Commission 
to recognize those veterans who have been wounded and have paid the ultimate 
sacrifice so that we can enjoy the freedoms that we have; and also protect the safety of 
the public and the potential liability for the Department of Transportation.   
 
 
Sincerely,   
 

Kenneth Teunissen 
Kenneth Teunissen   
Commander   
Department of the Dakotas   
Military Order of the Purple Heart, U.S.A. 


