Letter #1

Kroll, Kari

From: Dokken, Jack

Sent: Wednesday, October 20, 2021 5:.01 PM

To: Kroll, Kari

Subject: FW: [EXT] Support for Rails to Trails Proposal

From: Dave Dixon sisewisBO0REnmmiinsms
Sent: Wednesday, October 20, 2021 4:29 PM

To: Dokken, Jack <Jack.Dokken@state.sd.us>
Subject: [EXT] Support for Rails to Trails Proposal

Hi,

| was unable to find a way to send emails to railroad board members, so | was hoping you could pass along my support
for the current rails to trails proposal from Tabor to Platte.

| am a Canton resident, and an advocate for multimodal transportation. This proposed trail would offer tremendous
health, economic, and environmental benefits. Having a trail that could eventually compare to the Mickelson trail, but
on the east side of the state would serve an entirely different population as well.

Thanks,

Dave Dixon




IKroll, Kari

] | ] |
Subject: FW: [EXT] Tabor to Platte Rail to Trail
Attachments: Rail to Trail Concerns letter.docx

From: Dokken, Jack <Jack.Dokken@state.sd.us>
Sent: Sunday, October 24, 2021 8:51 PM

To: Kroll, Kari <Kari.Kroll@state.sd.us>

Cc: Beck, Kellie <Kellie.Beck@state.sd.us>
Subject: FW: [EXT] Tabor to Platte Rail to Trail

Thank you,

Jack Dokken
Office: (605) 773-7045
Cell: (605) 280-3062

From: Susan Porter

Sent: Saturday, October 23. 2021 10:48 AM
To: Dokken, Jack

Subject: [EXT] Tabor to Pilatte Rail to Trail

Dear Mr. Dokken,

Letter #2

I recently attended an informational meeting in Platte concerning the Tabor to Platte Rail to Trail
project. There was much discussion and several valid points of view shared. I have attached a letter

expressing opposition to this project. Please take a few minutes to read through it.

Thank you for your time,
Loren and Susan Porter



October 23, 2021 Letter #3

Dear Mr. Dokken,

As aland owner and farmer, | have several concerns about the proposed rail to trail project. While 1 believe | understand the desire behind creating
the trail, 1 also believe some critical issues have been overlooked. | have read the literature mailed to me as well as the information available on
Facebook and the website. My concerns include, but are not limited to the following points.

I Comparison to the Mickelson Trail

A.  The local mindset and economic factors are quite different than the that of the Black Hills making the comparison to the
Mickelson Trail ilfogical. In this instance, a great deal of the trail goes through private property rather than state property
while the opposite is true for the Mickelson trail.
Agriculture provides the economic foundation of this community whereas tourism is a backbone in the Black Hills area.
The Tabor to Platte Rail to Trail goes through a great deal more private land than state land.
D. Several sections are inaccessible due to dense overgrowth or submersion.

Oow

Il. Liability Concerns
A Fencing and Gates
1. Responsible party for repairs to damaged private property
2. Livestock escape due to unclosed gates/damaged fencing

B. Destruction of crops
1. When a spark from an ATV (or a child playing with a lighter) starts a fire in a wheat field, who is liable for the loss of the
crop? That loss is not just an inconvenience but a loss of livelihood for the farmer amounting to tens of thousands of
dollars.
C. Injuries
1. People on the frail injuring livestock through attempted contact or taunting
2. Injury to people due to attempted contact or taunting
3. Physical injuries sustained during trail activities

1L, Supervision and Rule Enforcement

Collection of Fees

Litter clean-up and garbage collection

Trespassing onto private property

Motorized vehicles — 4 wheelers, ATVs, or snowmobiles used simultaneously with hikers
Vagrancy

moowsy»

V. Benefit vs. Cost
A. Projected cost of Maintenance
B. How many people will it bring in and who will benefit?

| ask you to imagine your own business. Now imagine strangers entering your business unsupervised, day and night, for any reason, to
do as they please. How would this impact your safety? What effect would this have on your business? What losses would you incur?
Farm owners have much more at risk than meets the eye. They face damage or destruction of fencing, equipment, livestock and crops
in addition to their loss of privacy and safety. Farming is a business and livelihood that operates at! - e. What other business would
you expect to allow people to enter their home or office unsupervised with so much at stake.

We look forward to hearing from you.
Sincerely,

Loren Porter

Susan Porter



Letter #4

The Darlington Township Board of Supervisors of Charles Mix County is going on record as
opposing the Friends of Tabor to Platte Rail to Trail effort to convert the rail line to a
recreational trail; and

whereas the Friends of Tabor to Platte Rail to Trail are proposing to use the Township and

county roads as a part of the trail; and

whereas the roads are narrow, without shoulders and have a gravel surface; and

whereas these roads would be dangerous for bikers and hazardous for others using these farm
to market roads; and

whereas this will greatly increase the liability to the Township and to Charles Mix County; and

whereas the Charles Mix County Commissioners have declined to endorse the Friends of Tabor
to Platte Rail to Trails group because of the road safety issue; and

whereas the city council of Geddes has declined to endorse the Friends of Tabor to Platte Rail

to Trail group.

Therefore, it be resolved that the Darlington Township Board of Supervisors by a unanimous
vote hereby goes on record as opposing the Friends of Tabor to Platte Rail to Trails effort to

convert the rail line to a recreational trail.

Signature
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Kroll, Kari

Letter #5

M R
From: Kroll, Kari
Sent: Monday, November 8, 2021 11:36 AM
To: Kroll, Kari
Subject: FW: Constituent Response

From: Engle, Karla <Karla.Engle @state.sd.us>
Sent: Monday, November 8, 2021 10:40 AM

=i

Primary Contact

|




Letter #6

Rhoda township of Charles Mix County is going on record as opposing the Friends of tabor to
Platte rail to trail effort to convert the rail line to a recreational trail.

Whereas they are proposing to use the town ship and county roads as part of the trail.
Whereas, the roads are narrow, without shoulders and have a gravel surface.

Whereas, these roads would be dangerous for bikers and hazardous for others using these farm
to market roads

Whereas, this will greatly increase the liability to the township and to Charles Mix County.

Whereas, the Charles mix county commissioners have declined to endorse the Friends of Tabor
to Platte Rail To Trails group because of the road safety issue.

Whereas the city council of Geddes has declined to endorse the Friends of Tabor to Platte to
Rail group.

Therefore be it resolved that the Rhoda township board of supervisors by a unanimous vote
hereby goes on record as opposing the Friends of Tabor to Platte Rail to Trails effort to convert
the rail line to a recreational trail.



Letter #7

November 5, 2021

Geddes, SD 57342

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

This letter is sent to inform the South Dakota State Railroad Board of recent action taken by Jackson
Township on October 25, 2021.

Jackson Township Board of Supervisors of Charles Mix County is going on record as opposing the
friends of Tabor to Platte Rail to Trail effort to convert the rail line to a recreational trail; and

Whereas, the Friends of Tabor to Platte Rail to Trail are proposing to use township and county Roads
as part of the trail; and

Whereas, the roads are narrow, without shoulders and have a gravel surface; and

Whereas, these roads would be dangerous for bikers and hazardous for others using these farm to
market roads; and

Whereas, this will greatly increase the liability to the township and to Charles Mix county; and

Whereas, The Charles Mix County Commissioners have declined to endorse the Friends of Tabor to
Platte Rail to Trail group because of the road safety issue. and

Whereas, the city council of Geddes has declined to endorse the friends of Tabor to Platte Rails to
Trail group. and

Therefore be it resolved that the Jackson Township Board of Supervisors by a unanimous vote hereby
goes on record as opposing the Friends of Tabor to Platte Rail to Trails effort to convert the rail line to a
recreational trail.

Davia >Luce, vic

Jackson Township
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Letter #9

November 12,2021

Geddes, S.D. 57342

To Whom It May Concern:
Please find enclosed a pack of petitions. There are over 200 signatures on these
petitions. They represent ag producers, local government officials and the general
public. As the petition states, the petitioners are in opposition to the Friends of the Tabor to Platte Rail
to Trail group’s effort to change the rail line to a bike, walking or other use trail.
The petitioners are asking that the request by the Rail to Traii group for a two and a half million
dollar federal grant be denied.
Respectfully yours,
Dpndl Ko
David Scott

Geddes, SD 57342
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