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June 24, 2020 
 
Mr. Darin Bergquist 
Secretary of Transportation 
SDDOT, Operations Support 
700 E. Broadway Ave. 
Pierre, SD 57501 
 
Dear Secretary Bergquist, 
 
This letter is to express the South Dakota Science and Technology Authority’s highest recommendation to name 
a section of United States Highway 18 in South Dakota as a Memorial Highway in honor of Canton, South 
Dakota, native Dr. Ernest O. Lawrence. 
 
Dr. Lawrence was born in Canton in 1901 and attended Canton High School. He earned his bachelor’s degree in 
chemistry from the University of South Dakota in 1922 and his doctorate in physics from Yale University in 
1925. Dr. Lawrence went on to become the youngest full professor at the University of California, Berkeley. In 
1936, he became Director of the University’s Radiation Laboratory and held these posts until his death in 1958. 
 
During World War II, Dr. Lawrence made key contributions to the Manhattan Project and the development of 
the atomic bomb. In 1929, Dr. Lawrence invented the cyclotron, a device for accelerating nuclear particles to 
very high velocities. His work with cyclotrons earned him a Nobel Prize in physics in 1939. Two Department of 
Energy National Laboratories are named after Dr. Lawrence: Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory and 
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory. 
 
As we advance world-leading science at the Sanford Underground Research Facility, we are proud that a fellow 
South Dakotan has made such a tremendous mark on the world’s efforts to understand the universe. We are 
proud to follow in Dr. Lawrence’s footsteps and again, give our highest recommendation for the naming of a 
Memorial Highway in Dr. Lawrence’s honor. Thank you for your consideration of this application. 
 
Respectfully, 

 
Mike Headley  
Executive Director 
South Dakota Science and Technology Authority 



 

 

 

 

Senate Commemoration 823 
Introduced by: Senators Bolin, Lake, Nesiba, Novstrup, Soholt, and Wiik and Representatives Anderson, 
Bordeaux, Chaffee, Duba, Finck, Hunhoff, Kevin Jensen, Johns, and Perry 

 

A LEGISLATIVE COMMEMORATION, Honoring Mr. E.O. Lawrence for his 

achievements and accomplishments throughout his life and career, and 

encouraging our schools to recognize his achievements, and encouraging 

other recognitions of his life and achievements as deemed appropriate by the 

state of South Dakota. 

 WHEREAS, Ernest Orlando Lawrence was born in 1901 at Canton, South Dakota; and 

 WHEREAS, Mr. Lawrence was educated in primary and secondary schools in Canton, 

completed his B.S. degree from the University of South Dakota in 1922, his M.A. degree from 

the University of Minnesota in 1923, and his Ph.D. in physics from Yale in 1925; and 

 WHEREAS, E.O. Lawrence then became a professor at the University of California in 

Berkeley where, during his tenure, he helped found the Lawrence-Berkeley National 

Laboratory and the Lawrence-Livermore National Laboratory; and 

 WHEREAS, E.O. Lawrence, while at the University of California, invented the cyclotron, for 

which he was awarded the Nobel Prize for Physics in 1939. This invention greatly helped with 

the progress of nuclear science; and 

 WHEREAS, E.O. Lawrence is one of only two individuals born in South Dakota to be 

awarded the Nobel Prize in any category; and 

 WHEREAS, because of his significant scientific achievements, the chemical element 103 

on the periodic table was posthumously named for him in 1961, an unprecedented 

achievement at that time: 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT COMMEMORATED, by the Ninety-Fifth Legislature of the State 

of South Dakota, that the Legislature honors the achievements of Mr. E.O. Lawrence, 

encourages our schools to recognize his achievements, and encourages other recognitions of 

his life and achievements as deemed appropriate by the state of South Dakota. 

https://sdlegislature.gov/Legislative_Session/Bills/Bill.aspx?Bill=SC823&Session=2020
https://sdlegislature.gov/Legislators/Legislators/MemberDetail.aspx?Session=2020&Member=1741&Cleaned=True
https://sdlegislature.gov/Legislators/Legislators/MemberDetail.aspx?Session=2020&Member=1741&Cleaned=True
https://sdlegislature.gov/Legislators/Legislators/MemberDetail.aspx?Session=2020&Member=1651&Cleaned=True
https://sdlegislature.gov/Legislators/Legislators/MemberDetail.aspx?Session=2020&Member=1651&Cleaned=True
https://sdlegislature.gov/Legislators/Legislators/MemberDetail.aspx?Session=2020&Member=1750&Cleaned=True
https://sdlegislature.gov/Legislators/Legislators/MemberDetail.aspx?Session=2020&Member=1735&Cleaned=True
https://sdlegislature.gov/Legislators/Legislators/MemberDetail.aspx?Session=2020&Member=1754&Cleaned=True
https://sdlegislature.gov/Legislators/Legislators/MemberDetail.aspx?Session=2020&Member=1754&Cleaned=True
https://sdlegislature.gov/Legislators/Legislators/MemberDetail.aspx?Session=2020&Member=1654&Cleaned=True
https://sdlegislature.gov/Legislators/Legislators/MemberDetail.aspx?Session=2020&Member=1654&Cleaned=True
https://sdlegislature.gov/Legislators/Legislators/MemberDetail.aspx?Session=2020&Member=1656&Cleaned=True
https://sdlegislature.gov/Legislators/Legislators/MemberDetail.aspx?Session=2020&Member=1656&Cleaned=True
https://sdlegislature.gov/Legislators/Legislators/MemberDetail.aspx?Session=2020&Member=1684&Cleaned=True
https://sdlegislature.gov/Legislators/Legislators/MemberDetail.aspx?Session=2020&Member=1684&Cleaned=True
https://sdlegislature.gov/Legislators/Legislators/MemberDetail.aspx?Session=2020&Member=1738&Cleaned=True
https://sdlegislature.gov/Legislators/Legislators/MemberDetail.aspx?Session=2020&Member=1698&Cleaned=True

















