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State Conservation Commission Minutes 
Wednesday, January 31, 2024 

2:00 PM CT 
Microsoft Teams 

  
 

Call to Order:  Chairman Doug Hansen, called the meeting to order at 2:03 PM CT.  

Introduction of the New Board Member, Duane Schneider. 

Roll Call of Members Present: Dusty Rodiek, Gene Williams, Tom Glover, Dean Odden, 
Doug Hansen, Charlie Moe, Bill Coburn, Bruce Haines and Duane Schneider. 
 
Others Present: Bill Smith (DANR), Paul Lorenzen (DANR), Alex Roeber (DANR), Jordan 
Turgeon (DANR) Kim Paxton (DANR), Allison Kiner (DANR), Mike Baldwin (Custer 
Conservation District), and Tami Moore (Miner Conservation District and SDACDE).  
 
Conflict of Interest Disclosure: None. 
 
Election of Officers: Doug Hansen turned over the gavel to Bill Smith for the election of 
officers.  A motion was made by Dusty Rodiek and seconded to nominate Doug Hansen as 
chairman. Roll call vote: Gene Williams-aye, Tom Glover-aye, Dean Odden-aye, Doug 
Hansen-abstain, Dusty Rodiek-aye, Bill Coburn-aye, Charlie Moe-aye, Duane Schneider-aye.  
Motion carried.  

A motion was made Dusty Rodiek and seconded to nominate Gene Williams as vice-chair. 
Roll call vote: Gene Williams-aye, Tom Glover-aye, Dean Odden-aye, Doug Hansen-abstain, 
Dusty Rodiek-aye, Bill Coburn-aye, Charlie Moe-aye, Duane Schneider-aye. Motion carried. 
 
Approval of the November 14, 2023 Minutes: A motion was made by Charlie Moe and 
seconded to approve the November 14, 2023 minutes as submitted. Roll call vote: Gene 
Williams-aye, Tom Glover-aye, Dean Odden-aye, Doug Hansen-aye, Dusty Rodiek-aye, Bruce 
Coburn-aye, Charlie Moe-aye, Duane Schneider-aye. Motion carried. 
 
Upcoming travel: Jordan asked for a Commission member to help with the State Speech 
Contest. Duane Schneider volunteered. Charlie Moe will serve as a backup.  
Request for new business to be placed on the agenda: None. 
 
Correspondence: None  
 
Revolving Loan Report: Jordan Turgeon gave the revolving loan status report. 
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Revolving Loan Applications: Jordan Turgeon presented six revolving loan applications for 
the commission’s consideration. These included Charles Mix’s application for $33,000, Charles 
Mix application for $150,000, Codington’s application for $24,494, Fall River’s application for 
$10,000, Hughes application for $17,000, and Moody’s application for $17,200. 
 
A motion was made by Dusty Rodiek and seconded to approve the Charles Mix 
Conservation District’s loan application in the amount of $33,000 to refinance a Chevrolet 
pickup. Roll call vote: Gene Williams-aye, Tom Glover-aye, Dean Odden-aye, Doug Hansen-
aye, Dusty Rodiek-aye, Bill Coburn-aye, Charlie Moe-aye, Duane Schneider-aye. Motion 
carried. 
  
A motion was made by Charlie Moe and seconded to approve the Charles Mix 
Conservation District’s loan application in the amount of $150,000 to pay off the previous 
ASV skid steer and purchase a RT 135 ASV skid steer. Roll call vote: Gene Williams-aye, 
Tom Glover-aye, Dean Odden-aye, Doug Hansen-aye, Dusty Rodiek-aye, Bill Coburn-aye, 
Charlie Moe-aye, Duane Schneider-aye. Motion carried. 
 
A motion was made by Dean Odden and seconded to approve the Codington Conservation 
District’s loan application in the amount of $24,494 to purchase a John Deere FC 15M 
Wing Rotary Cutter.  Roll call vote: Gene Williams-aye, Tom Glover-aye, Dean Odden-aye, 
Doug Hansen-aye, Bruce Haines-aye, Dusty Rodiek-abstain, Bill Coburn-aye, Charlie Moe-aye, 
Duane Schneider-aye. Motion carried. 
 
A motion was made by Gene Williams and seconded to approve the Fall River 
Conservation District’s loan application in the amount of $10,000 to purchase a 107C hay 
buster. Roll call vote: Gene Williams-aye, Tom Glover-aye, Dean Odden-aye, Doug Hansen-
aye, Bruce Haines-aye, Dusty Rodiek-aye, Bill Coburn-aye, Charlie Moe-aye, Duane 
Schneider-aye. Motion carried. 
 
A motion was made by Charlie Moe and seconded to approve the Hughes Conservation 
District’s loan application in the amount of $17,000 to purchase a mulch machine. Roll call 
vote: Gene Williams-aye, Tom Glover-aye, Dean Odden-aye, Doug Hansen-aye, Bruce Haines-
aye, Dusty Rodiek-aye, Bill Coburn-aye, Charlie Moe-aye, Duane Schneider-aye. Motion 
Carried 
 
A motion was made by Charlie Moe and seconded to approve the Moody Conservation 
District’s loan application in the amount of $17,200 to purchase a new fabric machine. 
Roll call vote: Gene Williams-aye, Tom Glover-aye, Dean Odden-aye, Doug Hansen-aye, 
Bruce Haines-aye, Dusty Rodiek-aye, Bill Coburn-aye, Charlie Moe-aye, Duane Schneider-aye. 
Motion Carried 
 



 

3 
 

Grant Program/Updates/Changes/Amendments: Jordan Turgeon gave an update on the 
grants program: A motion was made by Gene Williams and seconded to approve all the 
grant amendments asking to use the 2024 conservation commission docket. Grants 
requesting docket change are as follows: 
 

• Custer County Conservation District “Thinning for a Resilient Forest” 2023-CSW-
008 

• Lawerence Conservation District “Thinning for Forest Health” 2024-CSW-012 
• Miner Conservation District “Soil Health Improvement” 2024-CSW-016 
• Pennington Conservation District “Thinning for a Healthy Forest” 2023-CSW-033 

 
Roll call vote: Gene Williams-aye, Tom Glover-aye, Dean Odden-aye, Doug Hansen-aye, 
Bruce Haines-aye, Dusty Rodiek-aye, Bill Coburn-aye, Charlie Moe-aye, Duane Schneider-aye. 
Motion Carried 
 
Division Report: Paul Lorenzen updated the Commission on the division’s activities. 
 
Advisory Board members Reports: Tami Moore from SDACDE updated the commission on 
SDACDE’s activities.  
 
Open Forum and Public Comment: None received. 
 
New Business: None. 
 
Next Meeting location and place: The commission will hold their next meeting on April 10 in 
Pierre. It will be the spring grant round. 
 
Ending Remarks: None. 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting adjourned at 2:55 PM CT.     
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February 28, 2024 
 
 
South Dakota Conservation Commission 
Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Resource Conservation & Forestry Division 
523 E. Capitol Ave. 
Pierre SD, 57501 
 
 
Dear Commissioners, 
 
The Custer Conservation District Board of Supervisors is requesting a one-year extension for the grant 
titled “Thinning for a Resilient Forest”, Grant #2023-CSW-008. All grant funding has been obligated and 
projects are underway; however, contractor delays will prevent some landowners from completing their 
projects by the grant deadline. 
 
The request was discussed and approved by the Custer Conservation District’s Board of Supervisors at 
the February 8, 2024 board meeting. Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mike Baldwin, District Manager 
Custer County Conservation District 
 

















GRANT FUND SB170 (2022) PESTICIDE OTHER GRANTS SB 170 GRANTS DIVISION REVERTED DEOBLIGATED OTHER ACCOUNT
DATE DEPOSITS DEPOSITS DEPOSITS DEPOSITS INTEREST AWARDED AWARDED FUNDING FUNDS FUNDS DEDUCTIONS BALANCE

======================================================================= ============== =============== =========================================== =========== ============= ============= ==============
FY 2024 29,479.44$         SB170 Balance 

36,164.66$         Commission Balance
500,000.00$          565,644.10$       

391.94$             566,036.04$       Davison 2022-CSW-010
769.86$             566,805.90$       Charles Mix 2022-CSW-006

7,210.74$          574,016.64$       Charles Mix 2021-CSW-005
794.65$             574,811.29$       Bon Homme 2022-CSW-003
26.85$               574,838.14$       Hughes 2020-CSW-036

439.38$             575,277.52$       Edmunds 2022-CSW-011
4,842.00$          580,119.52$       Day 2022-CWS-028
4,023.25$          584,142.77$       Davison 2023-CSW-009
8,001.16$          592,143.93$       Jerauld 2022-CSW-015
3,246.35$          595,390.28$       Roberts 2021-CSW-033
8,095.00$          603,485.28$       Pennington 2021-CSW-032
9,211.97$          612,697.25$       McCook 2022-CSW-020

46.24$               612,743.49$       Perkins 2022-CSW-022
3,722.56$          616,466.05$       Perkins 2022-CSW-035

13,515.00$        629,981.05$       Gregory 2022-CSW-012
-$                   629,981.05$       Miner 2023-CSW-020

64,890.64$        694,871.69$       East Pennington 2021-CSW-025
7,081.16$          701,952.85$       Kingsbury 2022-CSW-018

-$                   701,952.85$       Clark 2021-CSW-007
311,568.63$          5,417.50$          384,966.72$       

======================================================================= ============== =============== =========================================== =========== ============= ============= ==============
SUBTOTAL 500,000.00$          0.00$                  0.00$                            0.00$                   0.00$                     311,568.63$          5,417.50$          0.00$                 0.00$             136,308.75$      0.00$                 565,644.10

CUMMULATIVE TOTALS 19,715,428.83$     100,000.00$       1,011,263.98$              803,406.27$        1,969,945.90$       24,892,030.42$     75,938.06$        1,991,196.79$   24,234.07$    5,409,852.94$   1,690,000.00$   

Total revenues FY2024 500,000.00$        Reversions $121,898.35

 Total revenues to date 23,600,044.98$   
 TOTAL Funds 

Available: 506,865.07$       

Tentative Spring FY2024 reversions
District Grant # Amount Grant End date Fund Type
Butte 2022-CSW-025 4,460.00$            12/31/2023 Commission

Charles Mix 2022-CSW-005 1,662.50$            12/31/2023 Commission

Clark 2021-CSW-022 1,500.00$            06/30/2023 Commission

Codington 2023-CSW-006 773.52$               12/31/2023 Commission

Corson 2023-CSW-007 -$                     12/31/2023 Commission

Custer 2021-CSW-023 -$                     12/31/2023 Commission

Davison 2023-CSW-026 9,318.05$            12/31/2023 Commission

Davison 2023-CSW-027 586.50$               12/31/2023 Commission

Gregory 2022-CSW-030 49,670.43$          12/31/2023 Commission

Hamlin 2022-CSW-014 9,109.50$            12/31/2023 Commission

Hamlin 2023-CSW-012 212.70$               12/31/2023 Commission

Hanson 2022-CSW-032 2,946.88$            12/31/2023 Commission

Jones 2023-CSW-016 79.14$                 12/31/2023 Forest Resilient

Lincoln 2022-CSW-034 5,633.56$            12/31/2023 Commission

Miner 2021-CSW-031 15,405.57$          12/31/2023 Commission

Miner 2023-CSW-019 -$                     12/31/2023 Commission

Todd 2021-CSW-036 25,000.00$          06/30/2023 Commission

Todd 2022-CSW-024 -$                     12/31/2024 Commission

Total $121,898.35

These amounts are subject to change until all completed 
projects are closed out and final reimbursements are completed. 





Brush
MGMT 
(Hours)

Butte Multi‐County Ditch & Pipe $22,500.00 $18,040.00 $39,936.63 3,136

Charles Mix Brush Management $20,000.00 $18,337.50 $26,512.50 245

Charles Mix Shelterbelts $20,000.00 $19,230.14 $29,259.77 38,049 11 3,404

Codington Promotional Grant $2,500.00 $1,726.48 $2,258.17

Corson Corson/Dewey Tree Grant $14,494.65 $14,494.65 $22,209.51 24,503 14 4,672

Custer Thinning for Resilient Forest $26,175.00 $26,175.00 $34,250.25 108

Davison DCD Tree Planting $7,500.00 $3,476.75 $12,618.25 6,006 5

Davison Cover Crop/Grazing $10,000.00 $681.95 $1,193.80 58

Davison Awareness & Outreach Activitie $1,500.00 $913.50 $913.50

Gregory County Projects 8 $55,000.00 $5,329.57 $13,850.12 2,456 2

Hamlin Multi‐Use Projects $20,000.00 $10,890.50 $19,087.96 6,567 2 1,500 9

Hamlin 2023 Promoting Conservation $4,600.00 $4,387.29 $8,126.90

Hanson Hanson Shelterbelt Project $7,500.00 $4,553.12 $7,019.19 8,844 4

Jones Shelterbelt Fire Recovery $2,343.64 $4,508.80 $4,508.80 3,201 2

Lincoln Building Community By Cons. $15,000.00 $9,366.44 $33,016.76 6,297 2 8

Miner East Central Range Stewardship $40,254.00 $24,848.03 $93,224.88 13,812 8

Miner Public Awareness Conservation $2,250.00 $2,250.00 $5,983.46

*Miner Soil Health Improvement $11,992.00 $19,738.40 $30,541.92 40,046 21

Perkins NW Area Tree Planting $33,000.00 $32,953.76 $43,751.96 96,707 50

Todd 2022 TC Multi‐Practice Grant $20,000.00 $20,000.00 $45,400.49 9,773 4 3 40

Total $336,609.29 $241,901.88 $473,664.82 230,219 111 20,904 17,849 14 3 9 48 58 245 108

Cover 
Crop 

(Acres)
Wells #

* Grant received additional funds from transfer request

Forest 
Thinning 
(Acres)

Windbreaks 
(Acres)

Grant Summary & Milestones Ending December 31, 2023
Pipeline 

(LF)
Fence 
(LF)

Livestock 
Tanks #

Dugout 
Cleanouts #

Grass 
Seeding 
(Acres)

District Grant Title Funds 
Awarded  Cost-Share Match Fabric 

(LF)







CHARLES MIX CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

FINAL REPORT 

COST SHARE GRANT # 2022‐CSW‐006 

 

The Charles Mix Conservation District would like to submit the final report on the Shelterbelt Cost Share 
Grant #2022‐CSW‐006. This grant was provided to assist producers with a method to acquire financial 
assistance  to help  plant  trees.    The new  shelterbelts  for our producers will  give  them  Livestock  and 
farmstead protection, also helped with shelterbelt renovation and improve wildlife habitats. 

The Charles Mix Conservation District provided administrative costs  involved with the grant along with 
technical assistance to producers.  Grant participants provided 50% of cost with tree planting and with or 
without fabric installment. 

Producers were very accommodating and were thrilled when the final project was finished.  We worked 
with 11 producers though out the county and planted 11.35 acres. 

Charles Mix Conservation District considers this project very beneficial to producers in helping improve 
their livestock protection and energy costs but also improving erosion control, wildlife habitat, and water 
quality for everyone 

The in kind/administrative was site visits, preparing tree plans, flagging sites. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Dawn Schulte, District Manager 

Charles Mix Conservation District 

 



Clean. Clear. Conservation. 
101 Warren Road, Clark, SD 57225   605.532.3686 ext. 3 

 Clark County Conservation District 
Clark, South Dakota 

605-532-3686 ex 3 
clarkcd@sdconservation.net  

 
75 years of conservation.  Esblished 1947 

 
 

 
Grant Report: Clark County Conservation District 

The Clark County Conservation District had received a Conservation Education & Awareness 
project grant (#2021-CW-022) which began July 1, 2021 and ended June 30, 2023 in the amount of 
$1500.00. 

 Events and promotional items in this grant include: 

 Logo magnets for district vehicles purchased 11/15/2021 at the price of $138.03. 

 Blank shirts for printing logos on purchased on 08/19/2021 at the price of $33.02. 

 100 Business cards purchased on 7/1/2021 at the price of 20.00. 

 New business cards and pens for purchased on 8/23/2022 at the price of 100.00 

 District services brochures purchased on 2/10/2023 at the price of 92.00 

 Cardstock paper for open house postcards purchased on 2/14/2023 at the price of 18.34. 

 Desk nameplate purchased on 2/27/2023 at the price of 21.00 

 Open House event food purchased on 3/2/2023 at the price of 232.75. 

 The total amount of money spent in accordance to this grant was $655.14. 

   

 These projects will continue to address events and items not covered by current Federal or State 
programs.  The efforts this grant supports will provide education to the public about conservation and 
promote the district and its partners’ services. 

 

Amanda Finstad 

District Manager 

Clark County Conservation District 



                                                                                                                               
Codington County Conservation District                                                                                    
1720 4th St NE                                                                                                                                            
Watertown, SD 57201      
Phone (605)882-4989 x3 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                           January 31, 2024 
SD Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Division of Resource Conservation and Forestry 
Attn:  Alex Roeber 
523 E Capitol Ave 
Pierre, SD 57501 
 
Final Report Grant #2023-CSW-006 
 
Dear Alex Roeber: 
 
This grant was awarded to Codington Conservation District. It was to fund promotional activities 
within the county.  
 
We were able to participate in the following: 
 

 2023 Watertown Winter Farm Show funding helped us be able to afford the booth rental 
and be able to purchase supplies to make small wildflower seed packets to hand out. 

 Arbor Day Education at Pelican State Park – we did a 45-minute educational session and 
gave each student a tree. Total trees given away 150 trees. 

 4th of July parade – we handed out live lilac and willow trees just under 300 total 
 The Thanksgiving Lighted Parade we had a float and handed out tree order forms. 
 Winter Wonderland participant. The Optimist Club asks organizations to bring a lighted 

display to Lake Kampeska campground. The displays are open on the evening weekends 
in December for people to drive thru and view the lighted displays. When they exit the 
display Santa is there to give out candy canes and people can leave a free will donation.  
 

Having the grant assistance made it easier for our District to participate in the activities listed and 
there by getting our name out there to inform the residents of Codington Co we are available to 
help with any of their conservation needs.  
 
Regretfully, I am reverting $773.52 to the Grant fund.  
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact our office. 
 
Thank you, 
Deanna Kunkel, District Manager 
Codington County Conservation District 
1720 4th St NE 
Watertown, SD 57201 
(605)882-4989 x3 
codingtoncd2@sdconservation.net 





 
Davison Conservation District 
1820 N. Kimball St., Suite B 

Mitchell, SD 57301 
605-996-1564 Ext. 3 

 
 
 

February 12, 2024 
 
 
 
South Dakota Conservation Commission 
c/o Alex Roeber 
Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources 
523 E. Capitol Ave. 
Pierre, SD 57501 
 
Dear South Dakota Conservation Commission: 
 
The Davison Conservation District would like to present the final report for Grant 
number 2023-CSW-027 that was for awareness and outreach.  The following items are 
what has been accomplished with the funds that the district received from the 
commission grant. 
 

 Help with the district newsletter 
 
If there are any further questions you may have concerning this grant, please feel free to 
contact our office. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Debbie Bartscher 
Asst. District Manager 
 
 
 
 



 

Board of Supervisors: Dave Thom, Custer (Chair); Oonagh Wood, Pringle (Treasurer); Tamarah Caster, Elk 
Mountain; Paul Nettinga, Pleasant Valley (Vice Chair); Greg Neugebauer, Hermosa. Advisors: Stuart Adrian, 
Hayward; Gladwin Paulsen, rural Custer; Stephanie Rittberger, Hermosa. 
 

 CUSTER COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
25363 US Hwy 385 
Custer, SD 57730 

Phone: 605-673-5680 
custercd@sdconservation.net 

 

 

 

 

January 8, 2024 
 
Re: Grant #2021-CSW-023b “Thinning for a Resilient Forest” 
 
South Dakota Conservation Commission 
Attn: Alex Roeber or Jordan Turgeon 
SD Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Resource Conservation and Forestry Division 
523 East Capitol Ave. 
Pierre, SD 57501 
 
 
Dear Conservation Commissioners, 
 
The Custer County Conservation District would like to present the final report for our grant 
“Thinning for a Resilient Forest” (Grant #2021-CSW-023b). The grant was approved for 
$26,175.00 allowing for 107.5 acres of forest stand improvement (thinning and brush removal) 
on private forestland. Total costs payed by landowners was $60,425.25. 
 
The grant was advertised in our District newsletter and in the local paper - the Custer Chronicle. 
Also, on April 30, 2021, our District hosted a landowner workshop in cooperation with the US 
Forest Service, NRCS, SD Wildland Fire, SD DANR-RCF, SD Family Forest Association, and Custer 
County Weed and Pest. The workshop titled “Landowners – protect your home and property”, 
discussed forest resiliency, fire history in Custer County, planned thinning treatments in the 
area, how to prepare your home and property to be FireWise, and technical assistance and 
cost-sharing programs available – where this grant was promoted. A Black Hills area contractor 
demonstrated mechanical tree thinning and fuel treatment on a nearby forest stand. 
 
Landowner applicants requested 159 acres of cost-share funding, but we were only able to 
provide cost-share on 107.5 acres. There were six properties selected as recipients of the grant 
funds. All completed the acres they were allocated. Landowners receiving assistance from this 
grant were: Todd Dickens, 6 acres; Stuart Adrian, 12.2 acres; Carroll Schnurr, 20 acres; Paul & 
Penny Svenkeson, 36.8 acres; Rita Clarke, 10.2 acres; and Needles View Ranch (Dave Reyelts), 
22.3 acres. Photos of some of the project sites are provided below. All work was certified as 



 

Board of Supervisors: Dave Thom, Custer (Chair); Oonagh Wood, Pringle (Treasurer); Tamarah Caster, Elk 
Mountain; Paul Nettinga, Pleasant Valley (Vice Chair); Greg Neugebauer, Hermosa. Advisors: Stuart Adrian, 
Hayward; Gladwin Paulsen, rural Custer; Stephanie Rittberger, Hermosa. 
 

complete by DANR Staff Foresters including: Patricia Weyrich, Gavin Priest, Jack Connelly, and 
Micheal Bordelon. Reimbursements for all landowners have been submitted.  
 
Any land that is thinned helps in the prevention and fighting wildland fires by reducing fuel 
loads and improving the accessibility for firefighters to protect lives. Additionally, thinning 
supports conservation of valuable forest lands, conserving wildlife, open areas for grass to grow 
allowing grazing, protection of streams and watersheds, and in general, adds to the aesthetic 
value of the land and to protecting private property. 
 
The Custer County Conservation District would like to thank the Department of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources and the Conservation Commission for the opportunity to offer landowners a 
cost share program for thinning. We would like to extend a special thanks to Patricia Weyrich, 
Gavin Priest, Jack Connelly, Micheal Bordelon, Alex Roeber, and Jordan Turgeon for all their 
help and support with this grant. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mike Baldwin,  
District Manager, Custer County Conservation District 
 

  



 

Board of Supervisors: Dave Thom, Custer (Chair); Oonagh Wood, Pringle (Treasurer); Tamarah Caster, Elk 
Mountain; Paul Nettinga, Pleasant Valley (Vice Chair); Greg Neugebauer, Hermosa. Advisors: Stuart Adrian, 
Hayward; Gladwin Paulsen, rural Custer; Stephanie Rittberger, Hermosa. 
 

 





                                                                                                                               
Hamlin County Conservation District                                                                                    
PO Box 165                                                                                                                                            
Hayti, SD 57241      
Phone    (605)783-3642 x4 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                           December 15, 2023  
 
SD Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Division of Resource Conservation and Forestry 
Attn:  Alex Roeber 
523 E Capitol Ave 
Pierre, SD 57501 
 
Final Report Grant #2022-CSW-014 
 
 
Dear Alex Roeber: 
 
This grant was awarded to both Hamlin and Codington Conservation Districts. It was to fund 
trees and fabric, dugout cleanouts, pasture pipe, tanks, and rural water projects. Due to the 
continued drought conditions, the demand for dugout cleanouts was extremely high. Four 
thousand dollars in pasture pipe funds were then transferred into the dugout category. 
 
In Hamlin County, we planted 3.8 acres of trees with fabric; utilizing $1,202 of cost share. This 
was for two producers. The grant provided 37% of the total costs. 
Fifteen hundred feet of pasture pipe with fittings were cost shared at $368, for one producer. 
That producer was responsible for 70% of the project. Nine dugout cleanouts were completed for 
a cost share amount of $6,285. Total cost share applied was $10,891 ($476 was for 
administration); total of producer costs was $19,088 with a total project cost of $29,502.  
 
Unfortunately, Codington CD did not have any participants for this grant. Two producers 
interested in planting trees changed their minds.  
 
Regretfully, I am reverting $9,109.50 to the Grant fund. The interest in Hamlin County for tree 
planting is always remarkably high. However, over 85% of those who have inquired, are looking 
to establish shelterbelts around their homes or farmsteads, disqualifying them for the funding.  
 
 If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact our office. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Peggy Loomis, District Manager 
Hamlin County Conservation District 
Box 165 
Hayti, SD 57241 
(605)783-3642 x4 
hamlincd@sdconservation.net 
 
cc:  Codington County Conservation District 









To: South Dakota Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources     31-Jan-2024 
Resource Conservation and Forestry Division 
523 East Capitol Avenue   
Pierre, S.D. 57501 
 
Regarding: ‘Building Community Through Conservation’ Conservation Grant #2022-CSW-034 
Lincoln Conservation District and Harrisburg School District 
Project Summary:  
 
  Following approval of the SD Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Resource Conservation and Forestry Division grant in 2022, planning and preparation began 
between the Lincoln Conservation District and Harrisburg School District to complete a 10.5 
acre project at the Harrisburg School District Freshmen Academy, 601 East 90th St., Sioux Falls, 
S.D. 57108. The project includes three primary conservation areas: a native upland prairie 
grassland of about 6 acres with adjoining areas of potted conifers, a native wetland grassland of 
approximately 2 acres, and a 2 acre shelter belt.  A total of 58 potted conifer trees were planted, 
which included six species: Black Hills Spruce, Ponderosa Pine, Colorado-Blue Spruce, Meyer 
Spruce, Scotch Pine, and Austrian Pine.  The School District also planted 66 large shade trees 
comprised of two Maple, Ginkgo, Coffeetree, Honeylocust, Oak and Elm species.  The seedling 
deciduous trees and shrubs rows totaled approximately 6,298 feet, which included a diverse mix 
of 23 different species, for a total of 808 seedlings, planted by the Lincoln Conservation District.   
 
  The wetland area is along the east end of the Freshman Academy property, just south of the 
entrance.  The sidewalk along Cliff Ave. borders the wetland area, then curves to the west as it 
follows the tree rows of site 2A, then brings you to the adjoining site 1A in the southeast part of 
the property.  Then the walking trail borders the south side of the upland native grassland that 
connects site 1A on the east, to the West Tree Row site, along the west border of the property.  
The walking trail follows the length of the West Tree Row site, then goes to the NW corner of the 
property.  Some of the potted conifers are on the east side of the West tree row site, and some 
are north of Site 2A, near the border of the wetland area.  The walking trails were installed to 
provide access to the tree sites and native grass areas to give opportunity for both students and 
community members to participate in education and exploration of the property.   
 
  The upland native grass was seeded on May 4, and it was decided to wait and seed the wetland 
native grass area a few weeks later, on May 24, in order to give the lowland more time to dry.  
The Harrisburg School District planted all of the potted trees.  The seedling rows were planted on 
May 23rd and Fabric put in on June 7 by the Lincoln Conservation District.  The Harrisburg 
School District was and is responsible for all maintenance and practices associated with the 
project.  This included installation of the 58 potted conifers, planting of about 60 trees along the 
street, as well as daily watering of all growing areas and bi-weekly mowing and weeding of all 
growing areas.  These duties took place from May 23rd until October 6th, 2023, when rains 
persisted over several weeks to bring the project to the end of the growing season.  Saturated 
soil and mud prevented any further work on the area in the weeks following.  A survival count of 
the seedlings was completed on Sept. 28th, that showed 156 seedlings will be replanted.    In 
total, watering amounted to about 1,500 gallons per day (4 hours of labor per day) for 137 
consecutive days from May 23 – October 6.  During that time, bi-weekly mowing and weeding 
also took place.  This effort took approximately 4 hours on 10 separate occasions (40 hours 
total).   
 
  In August of 2023, the School District moved forward with installation of about 1.5 miles of 
walking trails, which now allows for community members to engage in the outdoor conservation 
space, and students to engage in education/learning opportunities.  Community education 
courses are planned for community members.   



  In total, the Harrisburg School District has invested approximately $258,698.80 in resources to 
this project: $231,000 in land donation and $27,698.80 in local funding to support resources 
and labor associated with the project.  As initially approved during the SD Dept of Ag & Natural 
Resources board proceedings, and as described in the originally approved grant, $15,000 was 
requested to cover the cost of plants, seed, and installation as described in the invoices & 
services provided by the Lincoln Conservation District.  At first, $23,557 in original funding from 
the grant mechanism was requested.  Through discussion by the board, it was determined that 
this would be lowered to $15,000, with remaining costs and effort being covered by the 
Harrisburg School District.  They have upheld this commitment, both in effort and financially, as 
shown on the attached worksheet, and join with the Lincoln Conservation District to request 
reimbursement on the remaining $14,292.40.   
 
Project Itemization Grant 

Funds 
Local 
Funds 

Local In-
Kind 

Contributors 

10.5 acres of cropland donated by 
school district in May 2023 

  
$231,000.00 Harrisburg 

School District 
Potted Plant Installation by school 
district employees -- 6 
employees, 3 hours -- 18 labor 
hours @ $19.50/hr -- May 2023 

 
$351.00 

 
Harrisburg 
School District 

Watering of site by school district 
- 1,500 gallons per day @ 
$0.004291/gallon from May 23 - 
October 6 2023 (137 days) 

 
$881.80 

 
Harrisburg 
School District 

Watering of site by school district 
employees from May 23 - October 
6  2023 (137 Days) -- 4 
hours/day @ $19.50/hour 

 
$10,686.00 

 
Harrisburg 
School District 

Weeding and mowing of site 
around each plant by school 
district employees -- 4 
hours/biweekly from May 23 - 
October 6 2023 (10 
mowing/weeding days = 40 
hours) @ $19.50/hr 

 
$780.00 

 
Harrisburg 
School District 

Walking Trail Installation - gravel 
materials and installation in 
August 2023 

 
$15,000.00 

 
Harrisburg 
School District 

Seed and plants -- materials and 
installation by Lincoln 
Conservation District on May 4th-
June 7th, 2023 

$14,292.40     Lincoln 
Conservation 
District 

TOTAL $14,292.40 $27,698.80 $231,000.00 
 

 
Information provided by Michael Amolins, Ed.D., Director of Instruction and Federal Programs, 
Harrisburg School District, Devin Christianson, Grounds Supervisor, Harrisburg School District, 
and in partnership with and submitted by 
 
Lincoln Conservation District,  
801 East 5th Street, Suite 2, Canton, SD 57013 Office: (605) 987-2624 Ext. 3  
Jeremy S., Mgr. 



Grant 2023-CSW-019 
MINER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

PUBLIC AWARENESS OF CONSERVATION FOR MINER COUNTY 
FINAL REPORT 

January 1, 2023 through December 31, 2023 
 

The Miner Conservation District Public Awareness of Conservation for Miner County – Grant #2023-CSW-019 – 
is now complete.  The term of the grant was January 1, 2023 through December 31, 2023. 

Through this grant we accomplished many projects.  Many of these projects could not have been completed 
without the assistance of this grant.   

It was fun to celebrate the Water Cycle with the 1st Grade Students.  We learned about the Water Cycle, then 
each student made a ‘water cycle bracelet’.  Each bead represented a part of the water cycle.  We also read 
the book ‘Drop – An Adventure through the Water Cycle’.  We had written another grant through the 
Discovery Center to purchase the Water Cycle Book. 

Earth Day was celebrated with the 2nd graders.  The students learned about the layers of soil and how they 
were formed.  Then each student made a ‘Dirt Cup’, with the ingredients representing different layers of soil.  
2nd graders love to make dirt cups and eat them.   The students really love the dirt cups! 

We celebrated Arbor Day with the 3rd Graders and 5th Graders.  We talked about Arbor Day, it’s history, and 
the importance of Arbor Day.  Each student received the state tree of South Dakota (Black Hills Spruce).  

We went to Shannon Colony to celebrate Arbor Day.  We talked about the importance and value of trees.  Each 
student received a Black Hills Spruce and learned how to plant and care for their tree.  We also read a book 
‘One Green Tree’. 

We visited the 4th graders and discussed how easy it was to pollute the water and ruin water quality.  We had 
made a container that illustrated their local lake – they chose Lake Carthage.  Each student had a role they 
played ranging from Lake Front Property Owners, Feedlot Owners, Mother Nature – to name a few.  Each 
student took their turn and read a card that had to do with the role they were playing and discussed the best 
role to play to keep the water clean.  If bad choices were made, they students added those choices to the 
water.  They were very surprised how just a few bad choices can affect the quality of a lake they love. 

5th Grade participated in the Poster Contest.  The winning poster was sent to the state for state competition, 
our winning poster placed 3rd in the state and received $75!  The winning posters in Miner County all received 
cash prizes.  Her poster was featured in the Arbor Day Calendar.   

We went with the 5th graders collecting leaves and learning about trees.  We made art projects with the leaves, 
identifying each leaf.  The students designed the front of their booklet and created a ‘Table of Contents’.   The 
Conservation District judged the booklets and awarded prizes to the winning booklets. 

We had a 5th Grade Nature Day.  It was a really cold windy afternoon – so it didn’t turn out quite as fun as we 
had hoped.  The students planted 6 Fruit Trees (Pears) for the Community Fruit Tree Garden.  One of the Pears 
was designated their Class Tree of 2030.  We then had our ‘Non-Point Source Watershed’ model.  Each student 



participated in the activity and watched how bad choices can contaminate communities.  We moved it into the 
Bus Barn since the weather was not cooperating with our activities.  They ended the day with a Conservation 
Scavenger Hunt.  NRCS also participated in the Nature Day. 

The 6th graders participated in the Arbor Day Essay & Poem Contest.  We met with them to discuss the 
importance of Arbor Day.  The winning essay was submitted to the state. 

The Conservation District participated in the Elementary Awards Celebration.  We gave out conservation 
awards for the Arbor Day Essays, Arbor Day Posters, and the Leaf Booklets. 

All of the 10th graders in Miner County participated in the Conservation Speech Contest.  It was very rewarding 
to see how much the students learned from the Speeches.  Each participant gave their speech in front of the 
entire class, their teachers, and the Conservation District.  The top 2 winners participated in the Area Contest, 
one won the Area Contest and participated in the state contest. 

Conservation Notes in the Miner County Pioneer are a great way to advertise and promote Conservation at a 
minimal cost.  By subscribing to our local paper, they will publish all ‘Conservation Notes by Tami Moore’ and 
will also publish all of our Conservation activities and school pictures. 

Our Conservation Awareness and Soil Health Mailing goes out once a year.  We include the latest in Soil Health 
and/or Conservation Practices along with ideas for Tree Plantings and Perennial Gardens.   

The Miner County Courthouse sponsors a ‘Parade of Trees’ during the Hometown Holidays Celebration.  The 
theme was ‘Designers Choice”.  We were fortunate to have a spot across from the Treasurer’s office so we had 
a lot of visitors.  This year NRCS also participated in the decorating – which was great. 

Soil and Water Stewardship Week was celebrated at a local church two of our board members attend.  We 
supplied Litanies for their church service.  At the end of the service, the minister turned it over to our board 
members to promote tree planting and to hand out Black Hills Spruce to the children of the parish. 

The Cheerleaders walked the Homecoming Parade.  The Conservation District sponsored stress balls that were 
small basketballs with the Howard Tigers on it along with the Miner Conservation District. 

We also supplied pens at the local Achievement Days, Workshops, and Fairs – great way to get the word out. 

Students love to learn about Conservation.  We had done events at the schools for so long, that now the young 
farmers have actually been students when the Conservation District has had Conservation Activities.  They feel 
comfortable coming into the office and asking about way to improve their land and make it better than before 
through good conservation. 

Conservation Awareness and Education is a great way to get Conservation information out to the producers, 
landowners, and residents of Miner County.  We start with 1st grade and continue through 6th grade teaching 
and promoting conservation.  We also do community activities with adults - it is surprising how much the 
students have talked with their parents about Conservation.  It is a wonderful way for us as a Conservation 
District to promote Conservation in our county – and to let everyone know the importance of their local 
Conservation District!  WE THANK YOU FOR MAKING OUR COMMUNITY MORE AWARE OF CONSERVATION! 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Earth Day Dirt Cups 

5th Grade Poster Contest 
Winners 

5th Grade Arbor Day 
Celebration 

Leaf Collection around Town 

 

 

Basketballs for Homecoming 
Parade 

 

Miner County Parade of Trees 

Arbor Day at the Colony School 

5th Grade Nature Day 

Christmas Tree at State 
Capital 

Arbor Day Poster Winner 
 

2030 Class Tree 

1st Grade Reading the Water Cycle 



Grant 2021‐CSW‐031 

East Central Rangeland Stewardship Grant 

FINAL REPORT 

July 1, 2021 through December 31, 2023 

 

The Miner Conservation District’s ‘East Central Rangeland Stewardship’– Grant #2021‐CSW‐031 – is now 
complete.  The term of the grant was July 1, 2021 through December 31, 2023.   

Water Quality for Livestock is very important to Miner, Hanson, McCook, and Sanborn counties.  The 
livelihood and economy of the entire community is dependent on the livestock producer. 

This grant was a huge success mainly due to the many partners involved in this grant project.  Partners 
included:  South Dakota Conservation Commission, US Fish & Wildlife Service, SD Game Fish & Parks, 
Pheasants Forever, NRCS, and Conservation Districts. 

11 producers benefited from this grant project.  Total acres for managed grazing was 1,157 acres for a 
total of 403 animal units.  13,812’ of pipeline was installed.  11 tanks were placed on the grazing 
systems.  There were 3 Rural Water Hookups.  1 waterer were installed.  Additional funding for partner 
sources was $9,105.89.  Producer costs were $74,798.74. 

The Miner, Sanborn, Hanson, and McCook Conservation Districts, along with their residents, 
landowners, and community members, wish to thank the Conservation Commission for their support of 
this project.  We received great public awareness on the importance of water quality for livestock.   

Thank you for this Grant!  This was a great opportunity to work with partners for ‘Good Conservation’. 

We have funds remaining that are due to the following reasons: 
 About a month after this grant was approved 3 of the 4 counties were approved for ECP funding 

due to the severe drought we were experiencing.  We had done all the leg work for the FSA 
offices which included Producer Contacts, Map Making, Measurements, Planning, Grazing Plans, 
etc.  The cost‐share was much better through ECP and we felt it was better to use the federal 
dollars rather than the Conservation Commission Grant funds. 

 We had the 3 remaining projects lined up for 2023 to use the remaining money.  One of the 
producers went through EQIP.  One producer did not get the work done.  USF&WS had 
remaining money, and they wanted to fund the entire project. 

 

Sincerely, 

Tami Moore for the Miner Conservation District 



  
 

 

Todd County Conservation District 
PO Box 268 

Mission, S.D. 57555 
Ph. 605-856-4440 

 

 
 

          
South Dakota Department of Agriculture 
Resource Conservation & Forestry 
523 East Capitol Avenue 
Pierre, SD  57501 
 
 
April 14, 2022 
 
 
Dear Members of the Conservation Commission, 
 
The Todd County Conservation District was awarded  Tree Grant 2021-CSW-036 in the 
amount of $25,000 dollars for the term of 1/1/12021 through 6/30/2023.  Due to 
unforeseen circumstances, and staff changes the funds in this grant were not used and 
were reverted. All projects in the District were completed with a Multi-Purpose grant. 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Donna Lee 
District Manager 
Todd County Conservation District 
toddcocd@outlook.com   







State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 07/01/2024 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: ‐$                   ‐$                               
Commission Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

April 2024

Aurora Conservation Education & Awareness

12/31/2026

3,000.00$                         
1,500.00$                         
1,500.00$                         

Aurora County is requesting cost share to assist in help in the promotion of natural resources in Aurora County. Some of the 
activities include, but not limited but not limited to, Arbor Day, State Fair, conservation Speech Contest, local newspapers, website, 
facebook promotions, booth materials, and education actitivies in the schools, and public. Putting an article in the papers will be 
costly for the district. 

● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.                                                  
● Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified 
maximum.





{p

BUDGET SHEET 

The total for each of these three sections should equal the “Total Project Cost” on page 1. 

A. Operating Budget
1. Salary/Benefits   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .
2. Travel   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .
3. Contractual Services   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 
4. Supplies   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 
5. Equipment (list major equipment)   .   .   .   .
6. Consultation Services   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .

Total Project Costs   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .     __________________ 
__________________ 
__________________ 
__________________ 

______________ 
__________________ 
__________________ 

This total must equal _____________

B. Activity Budget

1.
2. 
3.
4. 
5. 
6.
7.
8.  

Activity Grant Funds Local Funds Local In-Kind Other Funds Total

Totals 
This total must equal

C. Project Partners

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Partners Amount Cash Amount In-Kind Total

This total must equal

Totals

Please  application and attachments to the South Dakota Department of Agriculture .

200

2800

3000 3000

Administration
Supplies

100
1400

100
1400

200
2800

0

0
0

0

0

1500 1500 0 0

0

3000

3000

Aurora County

RC&F 1500
1500 1500

1500
0

0
0

0

0

1500 1500

0

3000

3000











State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 07/01/2024 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: ‐$               ‐$                               
Commission Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DENR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:
Renovation and Tree Planting 2023-25 07/01/2023 06/30/2024 $36,000.00 $32,760.00

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

waiting for updated budget

‐$                                     

Invasive plants have become a problem for most of the landowners along the Missour River in Brule, Buffalo, and Lyman Counties. BBCD would 
eradicate the invasive plant species (cedars being of primary concern) and restore grasslands. Upon returning to many of these sites to check for 
grass establishment, we found that there is excellent grass re-growth. Landowners in the named counties will be able to increase their livestock 
numbers and acquire more acres in their grazing systems. This grant will assist landowners to remove invasive species so they can control any 
smaller invasives that might establish in the future. 

 ● The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2024 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other restrictions as listed there.
● All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting. 
● Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
● District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.
● The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
● Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the grant.

18,250.00$                         

April 2024

Brule-Buffalo Multi-County Brush Management

12/31/2025

36,500.00$                         



SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY DIVISION 
523 East Capitol Avenue 

Pierre, SD 57501 
Phone: 605.773.3623   Fax: 605.773.3481 

sdda.sd.gov 
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Signature of Reviewer __________________________________ Title ____________________________ Date __________________ 
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GRANT APPLICATION FORM 
Applicant Information 

Organization: _________________________________ Mailing Address: ________________________________ 

Telephone: ___________________________________ City: ______________ State: ____ Zip: ______________ 
Tax Status: ___________________________________ 

Project Contact 

Project Officer: _______________________________   Telephone: ____________________________________ 
Fax: ________________________________________   Email: ________________________________________ 

Project Information 

Project Name: __________________________________ 

Start Date: ______________ End Date: ______________ 
Legal description:   County _________________________ 
Township: __________________ Range: _____________ 

Section: ___________________  Qtr: ______________ 

Financia l Information 

Grant funds  requested: _____________ Partner contributions (total): _____________ Total project cost: _____________ 
Please provide a brief, descriptive summary of the project:

Type of Grant 

Mountain Pine Beetle 

Invasive Species 

Community Forestry Conservation Grant 

Insect/Disease 

Forest Stewardship 

Other (specify): _________________________ 

I hereby certify that to the best of my knowledge and belief, this application is true and correct. I further agree to 
comply with the provisions of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and regulations issued thereunder relating to 
nondiscrimination in federally assisted programs. 

Applicant Signature ______________________________________________ Title ________________________  Date ______________ 
 A copy of the state required W-9 form must be attached to this application. 

 

 

 

 

https://bfm.sd.gov/vendor/Substitute_W-9_SD.pdf
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BUDGET SHEET 

The total for each of these three sections should equal the “Total Project Cost” on page 1. 

A. Operating Budget
 

1. Salary/Benefits   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 
2. Travel   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 
3. Contractual Services   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 
4. Supplies   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  
5. Equipment (list major equipment)   .   .   .   . 
6. Consultation Services   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 

 

Total Project Costs   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .     __________________ 
__________________ 
__________________ 
__________________ 
 ______________ 

__________________ 
__________________ 

 This total must equal _____________ 

B. Activity Budget

  1. 
  2. 
  3. 
  4. 
  5. 
  6. 
  7. 
  8.  

Activity Grant Funds Local Funds Local In-Kind Other Funds Total 

Totals 
 This total must equal 

 
C. Project Partners

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Partners
 

Amount Cash Amount In-Kind Total 

This total must equal 
 

Totals
 

Please send application and attachments to the South Dakota Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources. 



 

 

Brule Buffalo ConservaƟon District January board meeƟng 

February 21, 2024 Charly’s 7:00 PM 

Members present: Ryan Urban, Abbey Randall, James Lindley, Larry Wagner, Amber Bunker (NRCS),Zach 
Zimprich (BBCD employee) 

Larry called meeƟng to order at 7:01 pm. 

Ryan made moƟon to approve agenda, Abbey seconded the moƟon 

Ryan made moƟon to approve December minutes, Abby seconded the moƟon 

Abbey moƟoned and Ryan seconded the moƟon to approve the treasure’s report 

Ryan made moƟon to approve the accounts payable at $22,717.33, Larry seconded the moƟon 

Larry moƟoned and Ryan seconded the moƟon to approve the applicaƟon for the brush management 
grant under the ConservaƟon Commission for the amount of $36,500. 

Amber Bunker with the NRCS brought 4 CSP contracts and 6 EQUIP contracts for the board to sign off on.   
She reported that the EQUIP contracts were smaller projects (less then $25,000).  Amber reported that 
the CRP signup has been opened up and the batching deadline is March 15.  They will release the 
accepted applicaƟons on April 1st.  The Chamberlian office has 11 new conƟnuous CRPs that are 
interested.  Amber updated the board that Jennifer Boeding has been hired by the NRCS as a PSA, and 
covers River Hills and Lower James Ruck Units. 

Larry Wagner reported that the Grassland Alliance Summit is March 18th‐19th.  He encouraged 
aƩendance if able and they are expecƟng a good turnout. 

Zach Zimprich reported that he has been doing maintenance work in the shop.  All tractors, trailers, and 
tree planƟng material is ready for the season.  He has started spraying Princep/Goal, and it looks like he 
will be able to finish up the rest of that in the next week.  Zach also stated that he will be adverƟsing for 
seasonal help around the middle of March. 

Abbey moƟoned to approve the presented CSP and EQUIP contracts and Ryan seconded the moƟon. 

MeeƟng was adjourned at 7:51 by Larry 

Recorded by Zach Zimprich 



D. Project Description and Need 
 
The primary beneficiaries will be the landowners on which property the brush management will take 
place.  However, the project goals are to restore and improve grasslands that have been invaded by 
unwanted plant species (cedars being the primary species), improve soil health by increasing water 
infiltration into the soil profile and reducing soil erosion, and improve habitat for wildlife.  The goals of 
the project will take place within the Brule‐Buffalo, and American Creek Conservation Districts. Joint 
Powers agreement in place for this practice with stated Conservation Districts. 
 
The Brule‐Buffalo Conservation District and Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) will jointly 
implement the project. NRCS will develop Wildlife Habitat Appraisal Guide (WHAG), Prescribe Grazing 
Plan, and assist in what is the most beneficial area for removal of invasive species for each grazing unit.  
The prescribed grazing plan will state the rotation and deferred (rest) if needed for the grasslands.  
 
Individual project locations will be located throughout the Brule‐Buffalo and American Creek 
Conservation Districts. 
 
With traditional livestock production remaining a primary landuse throughout the project area, our 
grassland restoration brush management project has been beneficial for Brule‐Buffalo and American 
Creek landowners. We have removed invasive plant species from cedars to suckering shrubs.  With the 
increase in invasive species removal, Brule‐Buffalo CD has purchased a saw which makes more bang for 
your buck.  
 
With the landowners that we have completed work for, we feel that we could double the amount of 
restored grasslands with some financial assistance.  Landowner would be limited to 30 hours in which 15 
hours are cost‐sharable.   
 
The area in which we would be covering has large amounts of native grasslands. These grasslands are 
not only for livestock but wildlife habitat. By controlling the invasive plant species, we will open more 
grasslands for grazing and wildlife food and cover.  
 
E. Final Products 
 
The project funding will allow a minimum of 15 landowners to develop more area for grazing and 
wildlife habitat.  
 
F. Justification 
  
Invasive plants have become a problem for most of the landowners in the project area. Brule‐Buffalo 
would eradicate the invasive plant species (cedars being primary species) and restore grasslands. Upon 
returning to many of the sites to check for grass establishment in the litter area from the grinding 
process and found that there is excellent grass re‐growth in these areas. 



 
G. Identify how you will measure the success of the project 
 
The success will be measured by the restoration of grassland acres in the project area for landowner’s 
livestock herds and wildlife habitat.  
 
 





State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 07/01/2024 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: ‐$               ‐$                               
Commission Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DENR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:
Multi-County Brush Management 2023-10 01/01/2023 12/31/2024 40,000.00$     4,000.00$   
Microirrigation 2024-07 01/01/2024 12/31/2024 4,000.00$       4,000.00$   
DCD Tree Planting 2024-08 01/01/2024 12/31/2024 7,500.00$       7,500.00$   

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

40,000.00$                         

‐$                                     

The multi-county brush management project will be completed in Davison, Hanson, Miner, and Sanborn Conservation Districts. Results from this 
conservation pratice can be seen instantly while the forestry cutter is working. The invasive plant species are not a new problem but a problem that 
is expensive, ongoing, and finallly getting addressed. Our goal is to restore these invaded areas back to grasslands making them productive again 
for livestock and/or wildlife

 ● The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2024 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other restrictions as listed there.
● All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting. 
● Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
● District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.
● The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
● Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the grant.

40,000.00$                         

April 2024

Davison Multi-County Brush Management

12/31/2025

80,000.00$                         



























State Conservation Commission April 2024

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 07/01/2024 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: ‐$                 
Commission Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Other current grants: Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Multi-County Brush Management 2023-10 01/01/2023 12/31/2024 40,000.00$   4,000.00$    
Microirrigation 2024-07 01/01/2024 12/31/2024 4,000.00$     4,000.00$    
DCD Tree Planting 2024-08 01/01/2024 12/31/2024 7,500.00$     7,500.00$    

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

Davison Awareness & Outreach Activities Grant

06/30/2025

3,000.00$                             
1,500.00$                             

1,500.00$                             

The Davison Conservation District is applying for this grant to create a link between the farmers, consumers, and communities by helping them 
understand how food is produced and how the envirnoment can also be protected while doing this. This will also help  people understand the 
importance of the local conservation districts and why they are important to the natural resources and agriculture. This grant will help cover costs 
incurred from our newsletter and facebook advertisements. 

● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.                                                                  ● Project 
reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.













State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 07/01/2024 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: 284,690.00$   ‐$                               
Commisson Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR: 235,915.00$  
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER: 48,775.00$     

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

1,200.00$                         
128,050.00$                    

284,690.00$                    

The goal of the Prairie Coteau Watershed Improvement and Protection Project is to improve and protect the water quality of Northeast SD lakes, 
streams, and rivers by providing technical and financial assistance to agricultural producers who want to implement conservation practices that 
benefits water quality. Main funding for this project comes from an EPA 319 Clean Water grant and South dakota state revolving funds. This is a 
multi-county effort between the Codington, Day, Deuel, Grant, Hamlin, Kingsbury, Marshall, and Roberts Conservation Districts. 

● The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2024 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other restrictions as listed there.
● All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
● Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
● District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.
● The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
● Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the grant.              ● Grazing plans 
be required as part of the agreement with the landowners.
● District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.

10,000.00$                       

April 2024

Day Prairie Coteau Watershed Project

06/30/2025

423,940.00$                    





























State Conservation Commission April 2024

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 07/01/2024 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: ‐$                 
Commisson Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

1,000.00$                         
16,000.00$                       

This Tree and Fabric Project will reduce soil loss by wind and water.  This project will also provide financial and technical 
assistance to landowners in developing a wildlife resource and reduce soil erosion. DCCD and NRCS will do the technical 
conservation planning. The finanical assistance will provide shelterbelt cover and livestock protection. 

● The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2024 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other 
restrictions as listed there.
● All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by a SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
● Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
● District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with 
reimbursement request.
● Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified 
maximum.
● The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
● Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the 
grant.

 

Douglas Tree & Fabric Project

06/30/2025

34,000.00$                       
17,000.00$                       







 

P.O. Box 28 
Armour SD. 57313 
Phone: 605-724-2847 
 
 
March, 15, 2024 
 
South Dakota Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Division of Resource Conservation & Forestry 
Attention:  
523 E. Capitol Avenue 
Pierre, SD 57501 
 
Dear South Dakota Conservation Commission: 
 
 
The Douglas Conservation District is proud to submit a grant application for the 2024 Spring Grant 
Round.  The application is for Tree Planting Project that will start July 1st, 2024 and an end date of 
June 30th, 2025. We would like to request funds be available for this Spring 2024 plant season for 
those producers who are eligible, if the grant we submitted is approved. 

 

Thank you for your assistance, feel free to reach out to Angela Mendel at Douglas Conservation 
District with any questions. 605-724-2847. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Douglas Conservation District 

 
 
 

 











 

P.O. Box 28 
Armour SD. 57313 
Phone: 605-724-2847 
 
 
March, 15, 2024 
 
South Dakota Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Division of Resource Conservation & Forestry 
Attention:  
523 E. Capitol Avenue 
Pierre, SD 57501 
 
Dear South Dakota Conservation Commission: 
 
 
The Douglas Conservation District is proud to submit a grant application for the 2024 Spring Grant 
Round.  The application is for Tree Planting Project that will start July 1st, 2024 and an end date of 
June 30th, 2025.  

We have submitted a copy of the minutes from our board meeting that approves the grant being 
submitted. We appreciate your time in reviewing our application. 

 

Thank you for your assistance, feel free to reach out to Angela Mendel at Douglas Conservation 
District with any questions. 605-724-2847. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Aaron Lau/ Chairman 

 
 
 

 



Project Narrative: 

 

Description of Need 

 The proposed area will benefit farmers and ranchers in Douglas County.  Cost-shared 
shelter belts will have a focus on Livestock protection. The benefit to these shelter belts 
will improve not only livestock protection, but also support proper grassland 
management, wildlife habitat, along with erosion control on cropland. 

 

Project Need: 

Local Farmers and Ranchers in this area do not always qualify for financial assistance 
for shelterbelt plantings from federal and state cost-share programs due to not being 
eligible for CCRP, or are located in cropland that does not have a history for the correct 
period needed.  

 

Project Goal 

To allow those farmers and ranchers the financial assistance in a cost share assistance 
program through grant funding. This in turn will improve the counties natural resources. 

 

Project Objectives 

To improve and protect grasslands, soil productivity, and improve aesthetics, along with 
the need for wildlife habitat. 

 

Project Support 

To work with Landowners for trees, planting, and weed control for 3 years after planting 
is complete to insure success. Weed control will be required for these first 3 years along 
with yearly visit to ensure landowners properly manage and follow the Districts 
requirements and agreement forms during this time. The DCCD will be following up with 
guidance and support as needed.  Landowners will be required to replace any trees that 
fail to establish during this time period.  Project records will be keep and filed at the 
District. NRCS will be involved with the tree planting project as needed. 



Final Products 

This grant would assist the landowners who would not plant these shelterbelts without 
the proposed assistance. This proposal would also add more trees to our area 
benefiting our natural resources of our county. 

 

Partner Justification 

The Douglas County Conservation District will be responsible for all the phases of this 
proposed project. At this time we have 3-4 land producers who qualify for this program 
that do not meet the requirements of state and federal programs therefore essential  to 
have this proposed cost-share to help improve livestock protection and wildlife habitat. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 





State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 07/01/2024 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: ‐$                  ‐$                              
Commission Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:
2023 Tree Projects 2023-11 01/01/2023 12/31/2024 11,168.00$          11,168.00$     

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

8,975.00$                          
100.00$                             

12,480.00$                        

‐$                                    

This application is for funding to landownes, who want to plant trees, fabric, and renovate shelterbelts. Plantings could 
include livestock shelterbelts, field windbreaks, riparian buffers, wildlife habitat, and partial or full shelterbelts renovations; 
which include adding to an existing windbreak.All plantings will provide benefirs by reducing wind, soil erosion, livestock 
protection, and improved water quality. Fabric is also part of this grant. Cost share is 60% producer, and 40% commisson 
grant.

● The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2024 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other 
restrictions as listed there.
● All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting. 
● Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
● District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with 
reimbursement request.
● Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the 
specified maximum.
● The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
● Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the 
grant.

April 2024

Hamlin 2025 Tree Plantings

12/31/2025

21,555.00$                        













State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 07/01/2024 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: ‐$                  ‐$         
Commission Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:
Hyde/Faulk Enhancement Project 2 2022-33 07/01/2022 06/30/2024 35,000.00$          35,000.00$     

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

750.00$                             
29,450.00$                        

‐$                                    

This proposed Hyde/Faulk Conservation District project if funded will be utilitzed to benefit the natural resources 
management of approximately 10 or more farmers and ranchers in Hyde and Faulk Counties. The natural resource benefits 
shall include: improvement of surface water quality, eroison, control on cropland, livestock protection to support proper 
grassland management, wildlife habitat creation and energy savings. 

● The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2024 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other 
restrictions as listed there.
● All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the DANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
● Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
● District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with 
reimbursement request.
● Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the 
specified maximum.
● The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
● Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the 
grant.

28,273.50$                        

April 2024

Hyde Hyde/Faulk Enhancement Project Phase 3

06/30/2026

58,473.50$                        



















State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 07/01/2024 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: 5,000.00$        ‐$                
Commission Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:
Conservation Practice 2023-17 01/01/2023 06/30/2024 65,000.00$          31,966.14$     

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

5,000.00$                          

Seeding: tame, native, grasses, native/forbes mix, mulching.  Grazing Management: water pipeline, water tanks, pasture pumps, rural water 
hookups, dugout construction, dugout repairs.  Fencing:electric, barbed wire, protective fence.  Tree Planting: site prep, conservation size 
shurb & tree plantings, bare-root handplants.  Weed& Pest Control: fabric weed barrier & install, fabric square and staple instalation, tree 
protectors & stakes.  Soil health: cover crops, seed bed prep, soil erosion.  Sheltbelt reno. Earthwork & Erosion control. Grade/Shoreline 
stabilization.  Urban Conservation: trees, pollinators/ native plots, compost bins, rain barrels. Education: outreach to producers, schools and 
communites 

● The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2024 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other restrictions as listed there.
● All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
● Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
● District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.
● The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
● Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the grant.                                                            
● Grazing plans be required as part of the agreement with the landowners.
● District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.

5,000.00$                          

April 2024

Kingsbury Conservation Practices

06/30/2025

10,000.00$                        







Kingsbury Conservation District 
De Smet, SD 

 
In addition to a completed application, please provide a project narrative. The narrative should not exceed 
three pages of single-spaced text. Please attach any maps, figures, and photographs that you feel are 
valuable in explaining the project. The project narrative must include:  
 
Project Narrative 
 

We are requesting $5000 to assist our rural landowners and urban homeowners. $2000 used for 
wind break tree planting establishment and renovations including windbreaks for wildlife habitat, 
field erosion control, farm stead and livestock protection. $2000 used for seeding 
rangeland/pastureland and pollinator seedings in urban and rural areas. $500 used for 
rangeland/pastureland improvement projects including seeding, cross fencing, and rotational 
grazing in rural areas. $300 used for tree replacements in urban and rural areas pollinator/native 
gardens. $100 for compost ben and rain barrels. $6,500.00 used for conservation and education 
events and supplies. $1,500.00 used for compost bins and rain barrels.    

 
Project Partners 
• Please list any project partners and quantify their contribution to the project. 

 
The Kingsbury Conservation District has many working partners including, but not limited to:  

 SD Dept. of Ag. provides technical assistance for wind break tree plantings. 
 SD GF&P provides technical assistance for habitat tree plantings. 
 Millborn Seed Co provides technical assistance for conservation plantings.   
 Agassiz Seed & Supply provides technical assistance for conservation plantings.   
 NRCS provides technical assistance for conservation planning.  
 SDACDE provides educational resources for conservation planning.   
 Kingsbury County Commissioners provides educational resources. 
 Kingsbury County Weed & Pest provides technical assistance with noxious weed. 
 De Smet Chamber provides marketing and networking resources.   
 Dr. John Ball, SDSU Extension Forestry Specialist provides technical assistance. 

 
• Any practice funded by the Coordinated Natural Resources Conservation Grant funds must meet one or 
more goals of the Coordinated Plan for the Natural Resources Conservation. 
Project Descriptions and Need 
  

In effort to conserve and preserve conservation our mission is to assist our rural and urban county 
residents with their unique conservation needs by providing a variety of cost-share services.  
 
The $2000 requested for 50/50 cost-share applied to wind break tree planting establishment and 
renovations include windbreaks plantings for wildlife habitat, field erosion control, farm stead and 
livestock protection. Our shelterbelt are linear plantings of multiple rows of trees or shrubs 
established for environmental purposes such as protecting farmsteads and livestock areas, saving 
energy, and to enhance wildlife habitat. Funding is also requested for underground and above 
ground water lines to assist with tree survival rates.  
 



Kingsbury Conservation District 
De Smet, SD 

The $2000 requested for cost-share seeding on rangeland/pasturelands and pollinator plantings in 
urban and rural areas support to support local pollinators by supplying food in the form of pollen 
and nectar to ensure these important animals stay in the area to keep pollinating our crops for 
continued fruit and vegetable production.  
 
The $500 requested for cost-share for rangeland/pastureland improvement projects include cross 
fencing, rotational grazing, and livestock watering projects in both rural and urban areas. Cost-
share dollars offset expenses for fencing supplies, water pipelines and rural water hookup. 
Rotational grazing can help improve long-term pasture quality and fertility by favoring desirable 
pasture species and allowing for even manure distribution. “Rotational grazing also can increase 
the amount of forage harvested per acre over continuous grazing by as much as 2 tons dry matter 
per acre,” according to the NRCS website.  
 
The $300 requested for 50/50 cost-share with tree replacements in urban and rural areas 
encourage local communities to begin removing dead, disease prone and hazardous trees. By 
removing the trees, we improve our environment forest restoration efforts and provide new 
resources. Cost-share dollars offset expenses for contractual services, tree supplies and tools 
used to remove, plant, and maintain trees.   
 
The $100 requested for 50/50 cost-share on conservation and education events offset expenses 
accrued while advocating for conservation at events in urban and rural settings. Our district 
advocates for conservation within our county providing resources at local events as well as 
neighboring events. 
 
The $100.00 requested for 50/50 cost-share for compost bins and rain barrels project will divert 
food waste into compost and rain run-off into harvest efforts. Cost-share dollars offset expenses 
accrued for purchasing items to help contribute to naturally harvesting food waste and harvesting 
rain run-off. By collecting rainwater, rainwater capture systems can help prevent flooding by limiting 
the amount of run-off during storms and help to reduce erosion in downspouts and gardens. 
 

• Explain who will be the primary beneficiaries of this project. 
 
Kingsbury County has a total of 12 Cities, Towns, or Unincorporated Communities and they are: 
Arlington (City), Badger (City), Bancroft (Town), DeSmet (City and County Seat), Erwin (Town), 
Esmond (Unincorporated community, Hetland (Town), Iroquois (City), Lake Preston (City), 
Manchester (Ghost town), Oldham (Town), Osceola (Unincorporated community) 
 
According to the 2020 census, roughly 1,418 families live in a rural area. A total of 5,148 people 
live in the county. Indicating that 72% of the county is in an urban setting and only 24% is rural 
living. In effort to provide equal conservation opportunities to our county we are eager to request 
funding for our urban and rural participants.  
 
The city of De Smet is widely known as the “Little Town on the Prairie.” Many tourists and 
historians travel to the area to walk the open prairie and relive life on the open plains. A vast 
majority of our community practices conservation to replicate the life of Laura Ingalls Wilder giving 
tourist a glimpse into the living conditions during the late 1800’s.  

 



Kingsbury Conservation District 
De Smet, SD 

• Define who will be responsible for the implementation, maintenance, and follow-up stages of the project. 
  

Ultimately the districts supervisors are responsible for the practices and programs that conserve 
the soil, water, land, and related natural resources within the district. The district manager is 
responsible for the creation and execution of the cost-share projects. Conservation employees 
implement the service offered by the district. Conservationist receiving the service maintain the 
conservation project. The district manager completes the conservation project follow-up to 
measure conservation progress.     
 

• Indicate where this project will be located (district, watershed, community, etc.). Attach maps as relevant. 
  

The Kingsbury Conservation District office and tree shed resides in De Smet, South Dakota. This 
area is a central location to help provide technical assistance and conservation services in the 
county. Conservation equipment and tools are readily available for conservationist to rent or hire 
our services.  
  
De Smet being the largest city of the county collects a large portion of precipitation which runs into 
16,236-acre lake, known as Lake Thompson. The maximum depth of the lake is 26 feet deep with 
approximate 44.6-mile shoreline.  
 

•Describe the specific environmental, natural resource, ecological, educational, and/or socio-economic 
need(s) that the project will address. 
  

Our conservation efforts and services provide the care and protection of earth’s natural resources 
including air, minerals, plants, soil, water, and wildlife so that they can persist for future 
generations.  

  
• Briefly describe the specific on-the-ground restoration activities to be undertaken on-site to achieve the 
project objectives and why it is needed. 
  

Our preservation efforts are to protect nature and provide natural habitat while replanting perennial 
plants, shrubs, different trees species and native grasses back into their natural environment.    

 
• Explain if this project is part of a larger regional and/or local watershed effort. 
  
 This project request is not applicable. 
 
• Describe provisions to ensure long-term management and protection of the project (e.g., conservation 
easements on private land, long-term monitoring program). 
  

While an action plan is encouraged during the planning process of each conservation plan, we 
strive to provide excellent customer service to produce lasting long-term relationships.      

 
• Please indicate if any federal, state, or local permits are required to complete the project and the status of 
efforts to secure necessary authorization. 
Final Products 
  



Kingsbury Conservation District 
De Smet, SD 

Our district has various working professional relationships when planning and preparing for 
conservation plans. Protocols and procedures are followed to secure necessary authorization.     

 
• Describe the anticipated benefits of the project from an ecological, educational, and/or socio-economic 
perspective (e.g., number of acres of wetlands or stream miles restored, target audience and how they 
will benefit). 
 

From an ecological standpoint the benefits from conservation practices are endless. The following 
benefits are crucial for conservation: 

 Perennial crops protect soil from erosion and improve soil structure.   
 Trees clean our air, filter our water, and even slow storm surge and flooding in our 

cities.  
 Native grasses provide excellent nesting and protective habitat for many species 

of birds, as well as a source of seeds and insects.  
 Cover crops provide natural nutrients in the ground while providing feed for 

livestock.   
 Compost piles help reduce soil erosion.  
 Rain barrels reduce pollution by capturing and containing rainwater. 
 Rotational grazing provides plants within pastures rest from repeated defoliation 

by grazers by separating the entire pasture unit into several paddocks. 
 
• Identify how you will measure the success of the project. 
Partner Justification  
 

Project success is determined by scheduling, quality, budget, and customer satisfaction.  
Project scheduling reflects survival rate for shrubs, trees, and grass plantings. The quality of the 
job also reflects survival rate. A budget is designed to help stay within the financial means of the 
producer. Our most important factor is customer service to gain their repeat business.  

 
• Describe the strengths, qualifications, and nature of the contribution of your organization and other 
collaborating organization 

 
The Kingsbury Conservation District supervisors have a combined 50+ years of hands-on 
experience working with the conservation district. The district supervisors are comprised of 
generational row crop farmers, livestock owners and operators, professional business, and are 
community orientated. The conservation district manager has been employed for over 5 years thus 
creating long lasting working relationships with partnering conservation minded agencies.   
  



Board of Supervisors 
Erland Weerts – Chairman 
Rob Lee –Vice Chairman  

Cody Abrahamson- Supervisor 
Dallas Jensen – Secretary  

Amy Halverson– Supervisor 
Alan Vedvei – Advisor not present 

Richard Abrahamson - advisor 
 

Kingsbury Conservation District Meeting Min 
Feb 7 @ 12pm 

Kingsbury Conservation 
Kingsbury Conservation District 
                                             

1. CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER Erland Weerts called 
the meeting to order at 12:07 
 

2. MINUTES:  Approval of minutes Robert motion to 
approve the min with correction Dallas second motion 
carried.  

 
3. NRCS REPORT: From Jim Finnigan – NRCS  

 
4. TREASURER’S REPORT: 

 
 
 

 
 
 

BILLS SUBMITTED FOR APPROVAL:   
 
Jan Payroll: $2752.00 
Health care: $300.00  
Employee payroll taxes: $210.56 
Retirement:  

K.C.D: $165.12 
Employee: $165.12 

Otter tail – $265.99 
City of DeSmet- $56.51 
Mediacom – $ has not come in  
SDPAA – building and machinery coverage for 2024 - $2,650.25 
CR Corner - $ 64.86 gas for pickup 
Trustworthy hardware - $69.96 
Tree Pro – Protector tubes $ 1425.00 
Pallet of staples for 2024 – quote came back at $3,300  
Robert made the motion to pay the bills and except the treasures report, Clay seconded motion carried. 
 

 
5. OLD BUSINESS  

       Drills –John Parker called and talked to the board about new drills pro/cons the board will 
be looking to get a new Great Plains drill. Tanya will get quotes  
 District Deliverables - Tabled 

 
6. NEW BUSINESS: 

2024 spring Grant round – Tanya would like to apply for a $5000 grant from The Dept. of Ag for 
conservation Efforts in Kingsbury CountyClay motion to approve for Tanya to apply for a $5000 
match grant from the SD commission, Dallas second motion carried  
.  
 

 
7. MEETINGS, TOURS AND TRAINING:  
 

Balance on hand as of: 1/31/24 $22,204.89 
 
Speech Contest  
Education fund 

 
$909.99 
$2000 

 



 
8. EXECUTIVE SESSION:   Board went into executive session at 1:45pm and came out at 1:58pm 

 
9. PLAN FOR NEXT MEETING:  March 14 @ 12pm   
 

 
This is a tentative agenda. The agenda may be amended up to 24 hours prior to actual meeting. Items added 

after 24 hours may be discussed by the Board, but not acted upon. Please notify the office manager, if you 
have items to add to the agenda. 





State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 07/01/2024 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: 5,000.00$        ‐$                
Commission Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:
Conservation Practice 2023-17 01/01/2023 06/30/2024 65,000.00$          31,966.14$     

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

5,000.00$                          

April 2024

Kingsbury Conservation Practices

06/30/2025

10,000.00$                        

5,000.00$                          

Seeding: tame, native, grasses, native/forbes mix, mulching.  Grazing Management: water pipeline, water tanks, pasture pumps, rural water 
hookups, dugout construction, dugout repairs.  Fencing:electric, barbed wire, protective fence.  Tree Planting: site prep, conservation size 
shurb & tree plantings, bare-root handplants.  Weed& Pest Control: fabric weed barrier & install, fabric square and staple instalation, tree 
protectors & stakes.  Soil health: cover crops, seed bed prep, soil erosion.  Sheltbelt reno. Earthwork & Erosion control. Grade/Shoreline 
stabilization.  Urban Conservation: trees, pollinators/ native plots, compost bins, rain barrels. Education: outreach to producers, schools and 
communites 

● The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2024 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other restrictions as listed there.
● All pollinator, tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
● Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
● District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.
● The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
● Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the grant.                                                            
● Grazing plans be required as part of the agreement with the landowners.
● All pollinator plantings must contain a variety of plant species capable of blooming at different periods of the growing season.        



















APPENDIX A 
 

SOUTH DAKOTA SOIL CONSERVATION AWARD 
 

NOMINATION FORM 
AWARD WINNING SOIL CONSERVATION FARM/RANCH 

 
 
Name of Nominee: Toby Koziolek 
Mailing Address: 21153 418th Ave 
City, State, Zip: Iroquois, SD  57353 
Conservation District:  Beadle 
 
 
Nomination submitted by: Beadle Conservation District 
Mailing Address: 1386 Lincoln Ave SW 
City, State, Zip Huron, SD  57350 
Telephone: (605) 352-2998 ext 3 
 
 
(Nominator's information intended only for use by the selection committee in case further 
clarification is needed pertaining to the nomination.) 
 
 
Which of the following criteria/practices are used by the nominee? (Check all that apply) 
 
______  Grassed waterways are installed and maintained properly 
______  Terraces are installed and maintained properly 
___X___  Proper crop rotations are utilized. 
__X____  Sufficient crop residues are left to enhance soil stability 
__X____  No till is utilized in crop production 
___X___  Grasslands are managed for sustainable productivity 
____X__  Livestock are managed to limit soil and nutrient runoff (feedlot and riparian buffers) 
______  Forest lands are managed according to a forest stewardship plan 
 
Based on the above checked items, explain why you feel this nominee is deserving of the 
award. Use no more than one additional sheet if necessary. Please submit two to eight 
photographs no larger than 5 X 7, with a brief caption (50 words or less) for each. Digital 
photos are acceptable. 
 



 
 
  1386 Lincoln Ave SW, Suite B ∙ Huron, SD 57350‐3080 ∙ Phone (605) 352‐2998, Ext.3  
Email: beadlecd@sdconservation.net  ∙ website:  www.beadleconservationdistrict.com 
 

“Protecting our Natural Resources” 
 

 

Dear Conservation Commission, 

I would like to submit Toby Koziolek for the 2024 Conservation Award. 

Over the years, Toby has been an active participant in USDA conservation programs.  He has 
incorporated the use of multi‐species cover crops into his crop rotation and no‐till practices to aid 
in improving soil health on his land.  Wildlife is benefitting through proper forage management and 
areas of standing grain crops left on the field. Environmental risks have improved through nutrient 
management, prescribed grazing, and pest management. The improvements include surface water 
quality, stream bank stabilization, chemical runoff reductions, and reduced wind and water 
erosion. 

 

Thank you for your consideration, 

 

 

Robin Viestenz 
District Manager 
Beadle Conservation District 
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