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a. SDCF 2025 Annual Report article



b. University Allocations review
Freedom Scholarship - University Allocations for Years 2022-2026

University 2026-27 October 27, 2025
2025-26 Approved by Board Oct 
24 2024-25 Approved by Board 2023-24 Approved by Board 2022-23 Approved by Board

Augustana $          600,000.00 $              440,000.00 $              380,000.00 $                   370,000 $              300,000.00 

BHSU $          550,000.00 $              470,000.00 $              470,000.00 $                   470,000 $              470,000.00 

DSU $          600,000.00 $              490,000.00 $              470,000.00 $                   405,000 $              405,000.00 

NSU $          410,000.00 $              365,000.00 $              340,000.00 $                   340,000 $              340,000.00 

SDSM&T $          410,000.00 $              320,000.00 $              320,000.00 $                   310,000 $              310,000.00 

SDSU $       2,600,000.00 $           2,000,000.00 $           1,800,000.00 $                1,700,000 $           1,600,000.00 

USD $       1,600,000.00 $           1,250,000.00 $           1,200,000.00 $                1,200,000 $           1,200,000.00 

USF $          305,000.00 $              285,000.00 $              285,000.00 $                   285,000 $              280,000.00 

DWU $            80,000.00 $                80,000.00 $                80,000.00 $                     70,000 $                     50,000 

Mount Marty $            60,000.00 $                60,000.00 $                60,000.00 $                     50,000 $                     50,000 

Presentation $                        - $                            - $                            - $                     30,000 $                     50,000 

Total $       7,215,000.00 $           5,760,000.00 $           5,405,000.00 $           5,200,000.00 $           5,005,000.00 

Freedom Scholarship - Census Figures

University Fall 2025 Fall 2024 Fall 2023 Fall 2022 Fall 2021* different census count

Augustana 1,000 939 866 851 822

BHSU 916 917 911 890 1,290

DSU 1,010 1,025 988 829 1,108

NSU 680 715 668 684 922

SDSM&T 685 675 690 677 844

SDSU 4,345 4,159 3,938 3,869 4,520

USD 2,647 2,573 2,548 2,580 3,306

USF 512 550 584 642 768

DWU 415 408 411 439 453

Mount Marty 280 260 257 283 294

Presentation 0 0 0 71 101

Total 12,490 12,221 11,861 11,744 14,327



c. Activities Since January Board 
meeting
i. University advisory council meeting 

about KPIs
ii. Startup operations for SD Workforce 

Scholarships as an organization
iii. Closing out files, records at SDCF
iv. New database and portal (next slide)



New Freedom Scholarship Database
Custom built by Codewise Technologies
Owned by SD Workforce Scholarships



d. Year Four Stats!



Note: Data from CRM on 4/29/2026. 2025-26 Year not yet reconciled.
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Note: Data from CRM on 4/29/2026. 2025-26 Year not yet reconciled.



Note: Data from CRM on 4/29/2026. Does not include the 5/1/2026 servicing report that shows third-party 
collection for the first time.



d. Celebrating Grads in 2026!

i. Merci Arbach video
ii. Student submissions
iii. Press release about Y4
iv. Mailers and emails



7. South Dakota Freedom Scholarships:
2026 Scholarship Disbursements



Motion:

Approval of July 2026 and December 2026 Freedom 
Scholarship disbursements to universities from the 
PREMIER Fund and the Freedom Scholarship Fund, 
including the allocation for continuing Presentation 
College student. Allocation totals were determined in 
October 2025, specific payout amounts between the 
fund accounts will be determined by SDCF staff. * 



South Dakota Freedom Scholarships:
Key Performance Indicators Update



KPI  Update
-University Council met on April 2
-Reviewed January draft and offered feedback
-Need Freedom Board thoughts: 
a. Removing Fall to Spring KPI 1, leaving 2
b. Suggestion: group based metric on SD grad 

retention
c. Additional work for historical/comparables
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