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State Conservation Commission Minutes  
January 19, 2023 
Microsoft Teams 

 
Call to Order:  Chairman Doug Hansen called the meeting to order at 2:04 PM CT. 

Roll Call of Members:  
Mike Konechne, Gene Williams, Tom Glover, Dusty Rodiek, Charlie Moe, Dean Odden, Doug Hansen, Bruce 
Haines. 
 
Members Absent: Bill Coburn 
 
Others present Via Teleconference: 
Bill Smith (DANR), Alex Roeber (DANR), Jordan Turgeon (DANR), Kim Paxton (DANR), Angela Ehlers 
(SDACD), Peggy Loomis (Hamlin CD), Shauna Kopren (Perkins CD), Dennis Clemens (Spink CD), Charlie 
Groen (Turner CD), Tony Sunseri (NRCS), Ryan Wendinger (GFP) 
 
Conflict of Interest Disclosure: Chairman Hansen asked the Commission members if they had any conflicts of 
interest to disclose at this time. None were disclosed. 
 
Election of Chair: 
Chairman Hansen turned over the gavel to Bill Smith to open the floor for nominations for Chairman and Vice 
Chairman.  
A motion was made by Dusty Rodiek and seconded to nominate Doug Hansen to serve as the chairman 
and Gene Williams Vice Chairman. Roll Call Vote: Mike Konechne-aye, Gene Williams-aye, Tom Glover-
aye, Dusty Rodiek-aye, Charlie Moe-aye, Dean Odden-aye, Doug Hansen-aye, Bruce Haines-aye. Motion 
carried.  

Approval of the November 15, 2022 Minutes: 

A motion was made by Dean Odden and seconded to approve the November 15 minutes as submitted. 
Roll call vote: Mike Konechne-aye, Gene Williams-aye, Tom Glover-aye, Dusty Rodiek-aye, Charlie Moe-aye, 
Dean Odden-aye, Doug Hansen-aye, Bruce Haines-aye. Motion carried.  
 
Upcoming travel:  Bill Smith gave an update for upcoming travel. 
 
Request for new business to be placed on the agenda: Alex Roeber requested the Commission Docket be 
discussed.   
 
Correspondence: None.  
 
Revolving Loan Report: Jordan Turgeon gave the revolving loan status report. 
 
Revolving Loan Application: Jordan Turgeon presented four revolving loan application for the commission’s 
consideration. 
 
A motion was made by Charlie Moe and seconded to approve the Minnehaha Conservation District’s loan 
application in the amount of $55,692 to purchase a 5120 John Deere Tractor.  Roll call vote: Mike Konechne-aye, 
Gene Williams-aye, Tom Glover-aye, Dusty Rodiek-aye, Charlie Moe-aye, Dean Odden-aye, Doug Hansen-
aye, Bruce Haines-aye. Motion carried.  
 
A motion was made by Dusty Rodiek and seconded to approve the Perkins Conservation District’s loan application 
in the amount of $59,565 to purchase a No-Till Drill.  Roll call vote:  
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Mike Konechne-aye, Gene Williams-aye, Tom Glover-aye, Dusty Rodiek-aye, Charlie Moe-aye, Dean Odden-
aye, Doug Hansen-aye, Bruce Haines-aye. Motion carried.  
 
A motion was made by Gene William and seconded to approve the Spink Conservation District’s loan application 
in the amount of $180,000 to purchase a John Deere 6R155 Tractor.  Roll call vote:  
Mike Konechne-aye, Gene Williams-aye, Tom Glover-aye, Dusty Rodiek-aye, Charlie Moe-aye, Dean Odden-
aye, Doug Hansen-aye, Bruce Haines-aye. Motion carried. 
 
A motion was made by Mike Konechne and seconded to approve the Turner Conservation District’s loan 
application in the amount of $30,000 to purchase a No-Till Drill.  Roll call vote:  
Mike Konechne-aye, Gene Williams-aye, Tom Glover-aye, Dusty Rodiek-aye, Charlie Moe-aye, Dean Odden-
aye, Doug Hansen-aye, Bruce Haines-aye. Motion carried.  
 
Grant Program/Updates/Changes/Amendments: Alex Roeber gave an update on the grants program. 
A motion was made by Gene Williams and seconded for the Hamlin/Codington Multi-use Projects Grant 
#2022-CSW-014, to transfer the grant funds of $4,000 from Pasture Pipe category to Dugout category. 
Roll call vote: Mike Konechne-aye, Gene Williams-aye, Tom Glover-aye, Dusty Rodiek-aye, Charlie Moe-aye, 
Dean Odden-aye, Doug Hansen-aye, Bruce Haines. Motion carried.  
 
Historical Grant update: Alex Roeber gave the report.  
 
Grant Extensions Request: None 
   
Brown-Marshall and South Brown Name: 
A motion was made by Dusty Rodiek and seconded to approve the new Brown Conservation district’s 
name: Brown County Conservation District: Roll call vote: Mike Konechne-aye, Gene Williams-aye, Tom 
Glover-aye, Dusty Rodiek-aye, Charlie Moe-aye, Dean Odden-aye, Doug Hansen-aye, Bruce Haines-aye: 
Motion carried.  

Appointment of the New Brown County District Board Supervisors:  

A motion made by Gene Williams and seconded to approve the new list of new board supervisors for the 
Brown County Conservation District: Judy Skoglund (Supervisor #1), Allen Ryckman(Supervisor #2), 
Teresa Taxinger (Supervisor #3), Randy Wiedenbush (Supervisor #4), and Scott Sperry (Supervisor #5). 
Roll call vote: Mike Konechne-aye, Gene Williams-aye, Tom Glover-aye, Dusty Rodiek-aye, Charlie Moe-aye, 
Dean Odden-aye, Doug Hansen, -aye Bruce Haines-aye: Motion carried  

Commission Docket: Alex Roeber updated the board on docket changes and provided an update.  
 
Spring Grant Round Date: The Spring Grant Round date will be determined.  
Soil Awards: Bill Smith informed the commission that Soil Awards will be reviewed in the spring grant round 
meeting. 
 
Division Report: Alex Roeber updated the Commission on division activities. 
 
Advisory Board members Reports: Angela Ehlers gave the SDACD report, Tony Sunseri gave the NRCS 
update, Ryan Wendinger gave the GFP update.  
 
Open Forum and Public Comment: None 
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New Business:  The State Conservation Commission will need to provide a judge for upcoming speech contest 
set for April 22, 2023. Dean Odden volunteered to be a judge and Charlie Moe will be the backup if Dean 
would not be able to attend. 
 
Next Meeting location and place: The next commission meeting will be determined.  
 
Ending Remarks: None 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting adjourned at 3:12 PM CDT.      
         
 
 



211,466.34$               3,181,947.43$    
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New Loans This Fiscal Year
1092 01/01/2023 Beadle Vehicle Purchase 22,909.89$        24,881.33$         -$                 11/01/2023 24,881.33$       -$               
1093 01/01/2023 Codington Vehicle Purchase Refi 27,950.00$        30,355.14$         -$                 11/01/2023 30,355.14$       -$               
1094 01/01/2023 Codington Compressor Cooler 18,000.00$        19,548.93$         -$                 11/01/2023 19,548.93$       -$               
1095 01/01/2023 Brule-Buffalo Spray Drone 45,000.00$        48,872.32$         -$                 11/01/2023 48,872.32$       -$               
1096 01/01/2023 Clark Tractor 30,000.00$        31,356.65$         -$                 11/01/2023 31,356.65$       -$               
1097 01/01/2023 Davison Vehicle Purchase 50,000.00$        54,302.57$         -$                 11/01/2023 54,302.57$       -$               
1098 01/01/2023 Gregory Fabric Machine 16,500.00$        17,919.86$         -$                 11/01/2023 17,919.86$       -$               
1099 04/01/2023 Minnehaha Tractor 55,692.00$        59,627.73$         -$                 09/01/2023 59,627.73$       -$               
1100 04/01/2023 Perkins No-Till Drill 59,565.00$        63,774.43$         -$                 09/01/2023 63,774.43$       -$               
1101 03/01/2023 Spink Tractor 180,000.00$      193,463.36$       -$                 09/01/2023 193,463.36$     -$               
1102 03/01/2023 Turner No-Till Drill 30,000.00$        32,243.89$         -$                 09/01/2023 32,243.89$       -$               

Loans Closing This Fiscal Year  Fully Paid Amount 

1081 74-04-01 11/15/2018 Hamlin No-till Drill 39,890.00$        42,854.99$         
1085 00-00-0 05/01/2021 Fall River Haybuster 10,000.00$        10,542.46$         

Existing Loan Portfolio

1080 37-03-01 08/02/2017 Grant Tractor 45,585.00$        50,030.96$         9,844.95$         07/01/2022 06/29/2022 9,117.00$             727.95$        9,844.95$     9,571.43$         40,459.53$     
1081 74-04-01 11/15/2018 Hamlin No-till Drill 39,890.00$        42,854.99$         8,456.15$         07/01/2022 06/21/2022 15,956.00$           552.30$        16,508.30$   8,052.15$           -$                  42,854.99$     
1082 35-02-01 06/04/2019 Lincoln County Purchase Drill 15,000.00$        16,065.36$         3,514.70$         05/01/2023 04/22/2022 3,862.50$             219.00$        4,081.50$     3,514.70$         12,550.66$     

1084 00-00-0 02/01/2020 Butte No Till Drill 40,000.00$        43,670.50$         8,716.00$         09/01/2022 08/22/2022 7,975.00$             741.00$        8,716.00$     17,481.00$       26,189.50$     

1083 00-00-0 02/01/2020 Grant Drill 35,000.00$        38,202.50$         7,646.50$         02/01/2023 01/31/2022 7,000.00$             646.50$        7,646.50$     15,205.50$       22,997.00$     

1085 00-00-0 05/01/2021 Fall River Haybuster 10,000.00$        10,761.08$         2,690.27$         09/01/2022 08/24/2022 7,609.73$             242.46$        7,852.19$     5,161.92$           -$                  10,542.46$     

1086 00-00-0 05/10/2021 Butte No Till Drill 24,500.00$        26,226.89$         5,245.38$         09/01/2022 08/22/2022 4,660.45$             584.93$        5,245.38$     15,736.13$       10,490.76$     

1087 00-00-0 05/21/2021 Day Tractor 20,000.00$        26,226.89$         4,274.89$         09/01/2022 08/22/2022 3,798.19$             476.70$        4,274.89$     17,677.11$       8,549.78$       

1088 00-00-0 05/21/2021 Hamlin Land Roller 15,000.00$        16,030.77$         3,206.22$         09/01/2022 08/212/22 3,082.47$             123.75$        3,206.22$     9,618.33$         6,412.44$       

1089 00-00-0 05/21/2021 Kingsbury Drill 7,500.00$          8,015.37$           1,603.16$         09/01/2022 08/16/2022 1,424.40$             178.76$        1,603.16$     4,809.05$         3,206.32$       

1090 00-00-1 11/10/2021 Grant Vehicle Purchase 45,000.00$        49,913.52$         10,609.71$       09/01/2022 08/12/2022 8,475.96$             2,133.75$     10,609.71$   39,303.81$       10,609.71$     

1091 00-00-2 11/10/2021 Kingsbury No-Till Drill 7,500.00$          8,020.60$           1,637.66$         07/01/2022 06/21/2022 1,463.60$             267.19$        3,428.91$     1,698.12$           4,591.69$         3,428.91$       

840,591.89$      912,365.64$       67,445.59$       70,562.80$           6,675.29$     78,936.21$   14,912.19$         713,854.96$     198,292.06$   

535,616.89$      3,514.70$             

2,885,791.58$   
2,560,534.58$   

CURRENT CASH BALANCE
AVAILABLE CASH BALANCE

SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS, CONSERVATION DISTRICT REVOLVING LOAN FUND
Scheduled Payments for Fiscal Year 2023

(July 1, 2022 through June 30 2023)

Accumulated Interest Since 1965 Accumulated Loans Since 1965

COLUMN TOTALS

NEW LOANS THIS FISCAL YEAR PAYMENTS DUE REMAINDER OF YEAR

03/24/2023



GRANT FUND SB170 (2022) PESTICIDE OTHER GRANTS SB 170 GRANTS DIVISION REVERTED DEOBLIGATED OTHER ACCOUNT
DATE DEPOSITS DEPOSITS DEPOSITS DEPOSITS INTEREST AWARDED AWARDED FUNDING FUNDS FUNDS DEDUCTIONS BALANCE

====================== ============================ ================== ============= =============== ============================ ============= =========== ============ ============ =============
FY 2023 -$                   Balance forward

07/01/2022 500,000.00$         500,000.00$      
07/01/2022 100,000.00$     600,000.00$      
09/29/2022 2,108.00$           602,108.00$      
11/15/2022 -$                  602,108.00$      Mellette 2021-018
11/15/2022 1,549.45$         603,657.45$      McPherson 2020-021
11/15/2022 -$                  603,657.45$      Perkins 2021-020
11/15/2022 8,519.92$         612,177.37$      Miner 2019-047
11/15/2022 2,124.25$         614,301.62$      Mellette 2021-017
11/15/2022 16,221.41$       630,523.03$      Day 2020-011
11/15/2022 1,760.18$         632,283.21$      Stanley 2020-039
11/15/2022 1,020.56$         633,303.77$      Grant 2021-027
11/15/2022 3,700.40$         637,004.17$      Butte 2021-003
11/15/2022 11,095.15$       648,099.32$      Edmunds 2019-042
11/15/2022 5,801.85$         653,901.17$      Spink 2019-052
11/15/2022 12,891.43$       666,792.60$      Jones 2020-018
11/15/2022 31.25$              666,823.85$      Kingsbury 2020-037
11/15/2022 25,647.50$       692,471.35$      Brule-Buffalo 2021-002
11/15/2022 149.85$            692,621.20$      Hamlin 2021-011
11/15/2022 -$                  692,621.20$      Kingsbury 2021-014
11/15/2022 -$                  692,621.20$      Kingsbury 2021-015
11/15/2022 13,986.24$       706,607.44$      Todd 2021-021
11/15/2022 13,000.00$       719,607.44$      Fall River 2021-026
11/15/2022 20,000.00$       739,607.44$      Jones 2021-030
11/15/2022 5,954.65$         745,562.09$      Bennett 2022-002
11/15/2022 1,006.25$         746,568.34$      Davison 2022-008
11/15/2022 2,950.91$         749,519.25$      Davison 2022-009
11/15/2022 1,661.50$         751,180.75$      Corson 2022-007
11/15/2022 72.55$              751,253.30$      Beadle 2022-001
11/15/2022 38.03$              751,291.33$      Hamlin 2022-013
11/15/2022 237.50$            751,528.83$      Hanson 2022-031
11/15/2022 479,440.57$         22,520.56$       249,567.70$      

====================== ============================ ================== ============= =============== ============================ ============= =========== ============ ============ =============
SUBTOTAL 500,000.00$         100,000.00$     0.00$                          2,108.00$           0.00$                    479,440.57$         22,520.56$       0.00$                0.00$            149,420.83$     0.00$                249,567.70

CUMMULATIVE TOTALS 19,215,428.83$    100,000.00$     1,011,263.98$            803,406.27$       1,969,945.90$      24,406,463.79$    22,520.56$       1,991,196.79$  24,234.07$   5,235,469.79$  1,690,000.00$  

Total revenues FY 602,108.00$       Reversions 38,074.40$        

 Total revenues to date 23,100,044.98$  
 TOTAL Funds 

Available: 287,642.10

Tentative Spring FY2023 reversions
District Grant # Amount Grant End date
Roberts 2022-CSW-036 -$                   12/31/2022
Miner 2020-CSW-024 2,459.46$           12/31/2022
Miner 2022-CSW-021 -$                   12/31/2022
Spink 2022-CSW-023 -$                   12/31/2022
Butte 2022-CSW-004 8,000.00$           12/31/2022
Kingsbury 2022-CSW-017
Davison 2022-CSW-027 6,660.18$           12/31/2022
Brule Buffalo 2020-CSW-029 20,954.76$         06/30/2023
Total $38,074.40

These amounts are subject to change until all completed 
projects are closed out and final reimbursements are completed. 





 

Board of Supervisors: Dave Thom, Custer (Chair); Oonagh Wood, Pringle (Treasurer); Tamarah Caster, Elk 
Mountain; Paul Nettinga, Pleasant Valley (Vice Chair); Greg Neugebauer, Hermosa. Advisors: Stuart Adrian, 
Hayward; Gladwin Paulsen, rural Custer; Stephanie Rittberger, Hermosa. 
 

 CUSTER COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
25363 US Hwy 385 
Custer, SD 57730 

Phone: 605-673-5680 
custercd@sdconservation.net 

 

 

 

 
 

March 23, 2023 

 

 

South Dakota Conservation Commission 

Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Resource Conservation & Forestry Division 

523 E. Capitol Ave. 

Pierre SD, 57501 

 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

The Custer Conservation District Board of Supervisors is requesting a six-month extension for the grant 

titled “Thinning for a Resilient Forest” Grant #2021-CSW-023. The request was discussed and approved 

at the March 9, 2023 board meeting. The decision will be reflected in the minutes once they are available. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mike Baldwin, District Manager 

Custer County Conservation District 



 

Board of Supervisors: Dave Thom, Custer (Chair); Oonagh Wood, Pringle (Treasurer); Tamarah Caster, Elk 
Mountain; Paul Nettinga, Pleasant Valley (Vice Chair); Greg Neugebauer, Hermosa. Advisors: Stuart Adrian, 
Hayward; Gladwin Paulsen, rural Custer; Stephanie Rittberger, Hermosa. 
 

 CUSTER COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
25363 US Hwy 385 
Custer, SD 57730 

Phone: 605-673-5680 
custercd@sdconservation.net 

 

 

 

 
 

Subject: Thinning grant request 

Grant Name: “Thinning for a Resilient Forest” 

Grant Number: #2021-CSW-023 

Current Grant End Date: 6/30/2023 

Requested Grant End Date: 12/31/2023 

Total Extension Requested: 6 months 

 

 

The Custer Conservation District is requesting a six-month extension for the grant titled “Thinning for a 

Resilient Forest”. All funding has been obligated for this grant; however, a couple of the landowners are 

having issues with contractors completing work on schedule. This has been a common theme we hear 

from landowners – contractors are overbooked and behind on their contracts. This is due in part to the 

reduced time frame that most noncommercial thinning is occurring: September through March. The 

reduced thinning season is a result of the increased abundance of the Ips pine engraver beetle, which is 

active from April until September. The beetles are attracted to fresh pine slash and will attack uncut 

healthy trees in management areas as well as adjacent uncut areas. Therefore, SD DANR staff foresters 

are recommending to landowners that thinning operations cease on April 1 and not commence again until 

September to avoid unnecessary tree mortality by the Ips pine engraver beetle. We, the Custer 

Conservation District, agree with these recommendations; however, the reduced season has created a 

backlog of work to be done. Other contractor delays have been caused by winter weather. Snow and cold 

temperatures hinder progress during the already shortened season.  

 

We are requesting a six-month extension. This extension would give the contractors enough time to 

complete their work. 

 

 





 
200 S Paul Gust RD, Ste 111 

Chamberlain, SD 57325 
605-734-5953 x3 

Fax 605-734-5611 
 
 
 
 

Date: March 16, 2023 
 
To: South Dakota Conservation Commission 
 
From: Brule-Buffalo Conservation District 
 
Subject:  Renovation and Tree Planting grant  
 
 
 
Commissioners, 
 
The Brule Buffalo Conservation District would like to revert the money left in our shelterbelt 
renovation and tree planting grant. We had the majority of the money allocated for projects until 
the landowners changed their minds. Main reason was to keep farming the land and not take out 
of production. We thank you for the grant money as it did help plant trees for producers without 
other cost share dollars. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Eric Weeman 
Brule-Buffalo Conservation District-Manager 
 





KINGSBURY CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
120 2nd Street Southeast 

P.O. Box 85 
De Smet, South Dakota 57231 

605-854-3183 
Fax: 605-854-3471 

                             
                                                                                               
                         
  
 
 
 
 
 

FINAL REPORT 
Conservation Practice Grant 

2021-CSW-017 
January 1st, 2022 – June 30th, 2023 

 
The Kingsbury County Conservation District received grant funds in the amount of $25,000.00 from 
the Department of Agriculture to assist area Kingsbury County land owners. The program began 
January 1st, 2022 and ran through June 30th, 2023. The funds were used to assist area producers with 
establishing and renovating dilapidated shelter –belts; along with planting windbreaks for habitat, crop 
protection, soil erosion, and riparian buffers. Additional funding assisted the district with 
administration dollars to help offset accrued expenses while implementing this grant and assisting 
producers with their individual needs within Kingsbury County. 
 
The funds were distributed to more than 20 area land owners with more than 32 acres of shrubs and 
trees planted while utilizing cost share grant dollars. In addition, more than 100 acres were planted into 
native grasses to assist with soil erosion and improving the quality of our soil.  
 
The Kingsbury Conservation Board of Directors is grateful for the opportunity to invest in our area 
farmer’s and their legacy. The cost-share dollars are vital to this county in effort to continue to 
conserve our lands with clean, clear, conservation.    
   
Thank you for your continued conservation support in Kingsbury County! 
  
Sincerely,  
 
Tanya Flegel  
 
Tanya Flegel  
District  Manager 

 
 
 
 
 

Clean. Clear. Conservation. 

Board of Supervisors 
Alan Vedvei – Chairman 

Erland Weerts –Vice Chairman 
Charlie Soeffing – Secretary 

Rich Abrahamson- Supervisor 
Rob Lee – Supervisor  

 



Grant 2020-CSW-024 

Soil Health Improvement Grant for Miner County 

FINAL REPORT 

January 1, 2020 through December 31, 2022 

 

The Soil Health Improvement for Miner County – Grant #2020-CSW-024 – is now complete.  The 
term of the grant was January 1, 2020 through December 31, 2022. 

The Miner Conservation District accomplished almost all the goals of this grant.  We had hoped 
to have a Shelterbelt Renovation – we had producers that removed their trees but because of 
the drought the last few years decided to wait to replant.  This Conservation Grant was well 
perceived by the community, the landowners, and our conservation partners.  Our community 
is a ‘tree loving’ and ‘healthy soil’ community.  Many people call in – not just farmers and 
landowners – to comment on a shelterbelt that we planted in the county and to commend us 
on the promotion of things like cover crops to improve soil health.  It is very rewarding to 
receive a phone call or have someone stop in to comment on our conservation efforts.  So, 
when we have projects involving tree planting – everyone gets excited.  We have people stop 
by when we are planting just to watch.  People have stopped by with cookies, pop, or water for 
our tree crew.  No wonder my crew loves to plant trees.   

Through this grant 7 producers planted trees on 19.43 acres.  13.82 acres of trees were for 
Wildlife Plantings.  3.7 acres of trees were planted as a Riparian Planting.  1.91 acres of trees 
were Farm & Feedlot Windbreaks.  We did not accomplish all our grant goals for the Tree 
Plantings.  We had the tree plantings but found other cost-share sources for many of them.   

Also, through this grant 11 producers planted Cover Crops on 757.1 acres.  All were farmers 
that listened and studied the research about Soil Health and the importance of Cover Crops.  
These farmers were new to cover crops – not great years to plant cover crops because of our 
severe droughts for the last couple of years – but we did have plants growing on the soil, with 
no or little blowing soil in the strong winds we have had.  All of these producers have livestock, 
so they received double benefit of the cover crops!  This grant allowed our producers to try 
cover crops for ‘half price’ with our cost-share ���� 

The total project costs of this grant was $79,952.59.  Conservation Commission Grant Funds 
used were $22,110.99 or 28%.  Conservation District Funds provided were $1,837.06 or 2%.  
Producer and other costs were $56,004.54 or 70%.   



This grant was a wonderful opportunity for our producers.  All the producers taking advantage 
of this grant sincerely appreciated the funding for their cover crop and tree plantings. 

The Miner Conservation District, along with its residents, landowners, and community 
members, wish to thank the Conservation Commission for their support of this project.  We 
received great public awareness on the importance of tree plantings and the planting of cover 
crops – and all the benefits, such as improved water quality, reduction of soil erosion, 
protection of ground water, improved wildlife habitat, and beautiful esthetics for Miner County 
and its visitors. 

  

 

 



Grant 2022-CSW-021 
MINER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

PUBLIC AWARENESS OF CONSERVATION FOR MINER COUNTY 
FINAL REPORT 

January 1, 2022 through December 31, 2022 
 

The Miner Conservation District Public Awareness of Conservation for Miner County – Grant #2022-CSW-021 – 
is now complete.  The term of the grant was January 1, 2022 through December 31, 2022. 

Through this grant we accomplished many projects.  Many of these projects could not have been completed 
without the assistance of this grant.   

It was fun to celebrate the Water Cycle with the 1st Grade Students.  We learned about the Water Cycle, then 
each student made a ‘water cycle bracelet’.  Each bead represented a part of the water cycle.  We also read 
the book ‘Drop – An Adventure through the Water Cycle’.   

Earth Day was celebrated with the 2nd graders.  The students learned about the layers of soil and how they 
were formed.  Then each student made a ‘Dirt Cup’, with the ingredients representing different layers of soil.  
2nd graders love to make dirt cups and eat them.   The students really love the dirt cups! 

We celebrated Arbor Day with the 3rd Graders and 5th Graders.  We talked about Arbor Day, it’s history, and 
the importance of Arbor Day.  Each student received the state tree of South Dakota (Black Hills Spruce).  

We went to Shannon Colony to have a Water Quality Day.  We talked about the importance of good 
conservation, and how little things make a difference.  The students referred to our lake as Lake Herman.  They 
discussed bad choices and what the consequences are.  We also purchased a new Water Shed Table that we 
used for non-point source pollution. 

We did the same with the 4th graders as we did with Shannon Colony.  The 4th graders chose Lake Carthage. 

5th Grade participated in the Poster Contest.  The winning poster was sent to the state for state competition, 
our winning poster placed 2nd in the state and received $125!  The winning posters in Miner County all 
received cash prizes. 

We went with the 5th graders collecting leaves and learning about trees.  We made art projects with the leaves, 
identifying each leaf.  The students designed the front of their booklet and created a ‘Table of Contents’.   The 
Conservation District judged the booklets and awarded prizes to the winning booklets. 

We did a 5th and 6th Grade Nature Day (which was crazy, we need to go back to one grade at a time – it got a 
little wild).  We spent the afternoon identifying trees – we even planted 4 trees at the Howard Golf Course 
where the Nature Day was held.  We also tested the creek water with the students own water testing kits we 
provided.  We even picked up garbage as a thank you to the Golf Course. 

The 6th graders participated in the Arbor Day Essay & Poem Contest.  We met with them to discuss the 
importance of Arbor Day.  The winning essay was submitted to the state and was in the state semi-finals. 

 



The Conservation District participated in the Elementary Awards Celebration.  We gave out conservation 
awards for the Arbor Day Essays, Arbor Day Posters, and the Leaf Booklets. 

Conservation Notes in the Miner County Pioneer are a great way to advertise and promote Conservation at a 
minimal cost.  By subscribing to our local paper, they will publish all ‘Conservation Notes by Tami Moore’ and 
will also publish all of our Conservation activities and school pictures. 

Our Conservation Awareness and Soil Health Mailing goes out once a year.  We include the latest in Soil Health 
and/or Conservation Practices along with ideas for Tree Plantings and Perennial Gardens.   

The Miner County Courthouse sponsors a ‘Parade of Trees’ during the Hometown Holidays Celebration.  The 
theme this year was ‘Blue Christmas’.  We were fortunate to have a spot across from the Treasurer’s office so 
we had a lot of visitors.  This year NRCS also participated in the decorating – which was great. 

Soil and Water Stewardship Week was celebrated at a local church two of our board members attend.  We 
supplied Litanies for their church service.  At the end of the service, the minister turned it over to our board 
members to promote tree planting and to hand out Black Hills Spruce to the children of the parish. 

Our Football Team made it to the Playoffs.  The Conservation District provided stress Footballs for the 
cheerleaders to throw out during the games.  The announcers gave us very good advertising for our 
contribution to the football game. 

Conservation Awareness and Education is a great way to get Conservation information out to the producers, 
landowners, and residents of Miner County.  We start with 1st grade and continue through 6th grade teaching 
and promoting conservation.  We also do community activities with adults - it is surprising how much the 
students have talked with their parents about Conservation.  It is a wonderful way for us as a Conservation 
District to promote Conservation in our county – and to let everyone know the importance of their local 
Conservation District! 

 

 

 

 

Dirt Cups with 2nd Graders 

Miner Conservation District Board Members celebrating 
Soil & Water Stewardship Week with their parish. 

3rd Grader Planting Arbor 
Day Tree 

 

1st Grade Water Cycle 



 
 

 

6th Grade Essay Winners 

 

 

 

 

 

Water Quality Day at the Shannon 
Colony 

5th Grade Leaf Booklets - Collecting 
Leaves 

5th Grade Poster Contest 
Winners                             

Winning Poster won 2nd in the 
state. 

5th Grade Essay Contest 

Parade of Trees 

 

 

Footballs for Playoffs 

 

4th Grade Water Quality Day 

1st Grade Water Cycle 
Book, Bracelet, & 

Worksheet 

5th & 6th Grade 
Nature Day at the 

Golf Course. 
Worksheet.  Tested 
water in the creek, 

identified trees, 
scavenger hunt, and 

planted 4 trees at 
the Golf Course. 

































State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 07/01/2023 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: ‐$               ‐$                               

Forest Resiliency Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

Grant is applying for Forest Resiliency funds 

26,000.00$                       

The purpose of this project is to provide cost-share funds are opportunities to private landowners in southern meade county. The goal is to 
improve overall forest health, create biodiversity in the forests of the Black Hills, reduce the potential for high intensity fires, and increase timber 
production on the property. Tree removal, disposal of slash piles, promote the health of all tree species, promote hardwood regeneration, and 
protect water quality and enhancement of meadows. 

● The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2023 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other restrictions as listed there.
● All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
● Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
● District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.
● The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
● Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the grant.

26,000.00$                       

April 2023

Elk Creek Thinning for Forest Health 

06/30/2025

52,000.00$                       



SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY DIVISION 
523 East Capitol Avenue 

Pierre, SD 57501 
Phone: 605.773.3623 Fax: 605.773.3481 

sdda.sd.gov 
GRANT APPLICATION FORM 

Applicant Information 

Organization: Elk Creek Conservation District 
Telephone: 605-347-4952 x3 
Tax Status: Government 

Project Contact 

Project Officer: Yvette Kirkman 
Fax: ________________ _ 

Project Information 

Project Name: Thinning for Forest Health 

Start Date: 7/1/2023 End Date: 6/30/2025 

Legal description: County Meade (Southern) 

Mailing Address: 2202 W. Main St. 
City: Sturgis State: SD Zip: _5_77_8_5 ____

Telephone: 605-347-4952 x3 
Email: elkcreekcon�ervation@gmail.com 

Type of Grant 

Q Conservation Grant O Community Forestry 

Q lnsecUDisease O Invasive Species 

Township: ________ Range: _____ _ 
0 Forest Stewardship O Mountain Pine Beetle 

(i) Other (specify): Forest Resiliency 
Section: Qtr: _____ _ 

Financial Information 

G f d t d 26000.00 
p rt t "b t· (t t I)  T t I . t t rant un s reques e : _____ a ner con n u ions o a : ____26000.00 _ o a proJec cos : ____ 52000_ 

Please provide a brief, descriptive summary of the project: 

The purpose of this project is to provide cost-share funds and opportunities to private landowners in 
Southern Meade County. The goal is to improve overall forest health, create biodiversity in the 
forests of the Black Hills, reduce the potential for high intensity fires, and increase timber production 
on the property. Project practices include thinning by removal of trees, disposal of slash piles, 
promote the health of all tree species, promote hardwood regeneration, and protect water quality 
and enhancement of meadows. The landowner will not be the only one to reap the benefits of a 
healthy forest, wildlife, general public and local, state and federal fire fighting agencies will also 
benefit from the fuel reduction in these areas. 

I hereby certify that to the best of my knowledge and belief, this application is true and correct. I further agree to 
comply with the provisions of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and regulations issued thereunder relating to 
nondiscriminatio

n 
�e

:f 
fy a

�
o

=
.

Applicant SignaturL �� / Title Chairman Date 2/28/23 
A copy of the state required W-9 form must be attached to this application. 

SD EForm-0549 V4 OFFICE USE ONLY 

Signature ofReviewer __________ Title _________ Date _____ _ 

Signature of Approval Tltle _________ Date _____ _ 



BUDGET SHEET 

The total for each of these three sections should equal the "Total Project Cost" on page 1. 

A. Operating Budget
1. Salary/Benefits . . . . . . . . . . 
2. Travel . . . . .  . 
3: Contractual Services . . . . . 52000.00 

4. Supplies . . . . . . . . . . 
5. Equipment (list major equipment)
6. Consultation Services . . . . . . . . 

Total Project Costs . . . . . . . . . . . . ______
 _              52000.00

52000
 This total must equal ___

B. Activity Budget
Activity 

1. Thinning

2.
Admin

3. ------

4. ------
5. ------

6. ------

7. ------
8. ------

Totals 

C. Project Partners
Partners

1.

2.
Landowner Match 

RC&F 3. ------

4. ------
5. 

6. ------

7. ------
8. ------
Totals

Grant Funds 

25000.00 

1000.00 

26000 

Local Funds 

26000.00 

26000 

Amount Cash 

26000.00 

26000.00 

52000 

Local In-Kind Other Funds 

0 0 

This total must equal 

Amount In-Kind 

0 

This total must equal 

Total 

51000 

1000 
0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

52000 

52000 

Total 

26000 
26000 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

52000 

52000 

Please send application and attachments to the South Dakota Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources. 



ELK CREEK CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
FOREST RESILIENCY PROJECT APPLICATION 

NARRATIVE 
 

 
The purpose of this project is to provide cost-share funds and opportunities to 
empower private landowners within Meade County to manage their forested 
property.  Goals of this project are to improve the overall forest health and 
biodiversity in Meade County, reduce the potential for high-severity fires, and 
assist with other landowner goals such as increasing timber production on their 
property.  This project will include thinning by removal of trees, disposal of timber 
waste piles (slash piles), promote practices that encourage health of all tree species, 
assist with fencing projects to promote hardwood regeneration and water quality 
protection, as well as the enhancement of natural meadow areas. Biodiversity is 
essential for a healthy long-lived forest. While also promoting and enhancing 
habitat for wildlife in the Black Hills. This will also lower the risk of a forest 
health epidemic. In the past we have delt with mountain pine beetle and we are still 
dealing with pine engraver beetle within the Black Hills. Promoting good forest 
management practices like pre-commercial thinning and hardwood enhancement 
projects will fight this never-ending battle.   
 
The primary beneficiaries of this project include Meade County landowners that 
show interest or have completed a forest stand improvement project on their land; 
adjacent landowners due to lowered risk of fire risk and forest health outbreaks 
from cross-boundary threats; improving aspen stands via mechanical harvesting, 
spring enhancement for water improvement and enhancement of natural meadow 
areas. Local, state, and federal firefighting agencies will be faced with lower fire 
intensity due to reduced fuel hazards by eliminating latter fuels within that 
landowner’s forest, and lower costs of fire suppression, saving county, state, and 
federal funds.  Improvement of forest health and biodiversity will enhance the all-
around forest experience for the public. 
 
The SD Department of Agriculture, Resource Conservation and Forestry Division 
will provide technical assistance in identifying specific areas to be thinned, areas to 
benefit from fencing and water enhancement, and certifying completed projects.  
The project will target landowners who do not qualify for Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program administered by the USDA.  Private contractors will be hired 
by landowners to complete projects. 
 



The project will include the Elk Creek Conservation District.  The project area 
encompasses headwaters of four Category I watersheds as identified in the 1998 
South Dakota Unified Watershed Assessment:  Lower Belle Fourche, Middle 
Cheyenne-Elk Creek, and Lower Cheyenne.  Eligible landowners must have a 
minimum of five contiguous acres in need of enhancements. 
 
Approximate Costs  
 
In surrounding counties, a precommercial thinning cost share project could cost a 
landowner anywhere from $900-$1700 per acre. This is all dependent on the size 
of the project to how busy the contractor is.  
 
Final Products 
 
The project is anticipated to result in completed projects for five separate 
landowners. Minimum of 5 acres for a project.  
 
Partner Justification 
 
The Elk Creek Conservation District will provide administrative support for 
contracting with private landowners, bookkeeping, and records maintenance as 
required by the Conservation Commission and the Division of Resource 
Conservation and Forestry (RC&F), and reimbursement to landowners for 
completing practices.  Landowners will pay 50% of the cost of completing the 
work on their property.  RC&F will administer project implementation on the 
ground by identifying specific areas to be thinned, developing thinning 
prescriptions, fencing projects, water enhancements, preservation of natural 
meadows, progress reports and certifying practices that are complete. 
 



ELK CREEK CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING 

FEBRUARY 8, 2023 @ 1:30PM 
STURGIS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

MINUTES 
 

Call meeting to order:  Connie McPherson @ 1:30pm 
Present:  Connie McPherson, Philip Wilson, Nick Uherka, Lori Brown-TNC, Tony 
Seidel, Jack Connelly, Tom Miklos-GF&P, Gary Deering-Meade Co Comm., Eddie 
Grubl, Lane Lamphere, Jessica Knutson, Olivia Lappin and Yvette Kirkman 
 
Approval of Agenda – Nick moved to approve the agenda with the addition of SDACD 
dues, Phil second, all in favor, motion carried 
Approval of Minutes – Phil moved to approve the minutes of the January meeting, 
Eddie second, all in favor, motion carried 
Financial Report – Yvette reported several past due invoices, asked if there was a late fee 
in place to encourage prompt payment, following discussion, Nick made a motion to 
assess a 1.5% late fee on past due invoices, Phil second, all in favor, motion carried 
Eddie moved to approve the financial report and pay bills as presented, Lane second, all 
in favor, motion carried, Yvette will also resume recording an itemized deposit slip 
 
NRCS Field Report – see handout 
 
Partner Reports –  
NACD – Philip reported on items of interest in the legislature 
Tom Miklos – introduction and available programs for woven wire removal, cross 
fencing, pipeline/tanks, food plots, shelter belts 
Tony Seidel – shared a funding opportunity for forest health grant, board approved 
moving forward with the grant 
Jack Connelly – proposed a forest resiliency grant for thinning & fuels reduction, 
following discussion, Lane moved to approve, Nick second, all in favor, motion carried 
Lori Brown – shared copies of the Riparian Health Resource Tool, upcoming 
workshops, and field days 
Gary Deering – shared topics of interest from the legislature, Meade Co working on a 
solar ordinance (would be first county to have an ordinance) 
Olivia Lappin – introduction, upcoming events/workshops, she has been working with 
Mitch Faulkner on prescribed grazing 
 
Old Business 
Tree Season 2023 – updated on number of HP orders, MP plantings and working on 
fabric pack for Duprel 
Social Media & Events – Yvette has control of Facebook and will stay on top of 
upcoming events by chance the district may want to participate 
 
 



New Business 
Forestry Grant – see Jack Connelly above 
Tree Crew – planting and cooler, will need 3 people to cover bagging and planting duties 
Newsletter – Sara had started the spring edition of the newsletter and Yvette has items 
to complete 
 
Other 
SDACD Dues – Phil moved to approve the payment of the SDACD dues in full, Nick 
second, all in favor, motion carried 
 
*Regular meeting session ended, board entered executive session at 2:30p for the 
purpose of discussing personnel, following discussion, board exited executive session, no 
action was taken as a result, Lane moved to adjourn the meeting, Phil second, all in 
favor, motion carried. 
 
Adjourned: 3pm  Next Meeting:  March 8 @ 1:30pm 
 
 





State Conservation Commission April 2023

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 07/01/2023 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: ‐$                 

Forest Resiliency Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

15,000.00$                       

The purpose of this project is to provide landowners project assistance in order to encourage forest health, reduce wildfire 
severity concerns, reduce risk of infestation and assist with the growth of harvestable timber products. Forest practices to be 
funded through this grant would include thinning overstocked conifer species, brush management by removing pine 
encroachment from meadowns and grasslands, fuels reduction projects, and slash disposal. 

● The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2023 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other 
restrictions as listed there.
● All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
● Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
● District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with 
reimbursement request.
● Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified 
maximum.
● The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
● Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the 
grant.

Grant is applying for Forest Resiliency funds 

Fall River Forest Resiliency & Health

06/30/2024

30,000.00$                       

15,000.00$                       

















State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 07/01/2023 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: ‐$                  ‐$              

Forest Resiliency Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

Thinning for Forest Health 2021-32 07/01/2021 06/30/2023 65,000.00$          52,000.00$     

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

33,000.00$                        

Grant is applying for Forest Resiliency funds 

33,000.00$                        

‐$                                    

This forest thinning project will provide cost-share funds to private landowners for pre-commerical thinning on their forested property. 
Thinning will improve forest health by reducing the potential for catastrophic fire and insect and disease outbreak. We are going to target 
ponderosa pine, spruce, and hardwood forests in the black hills of meade and pennington. We will not exceed $325 per acre for thinning. 
Landowners must treat any created slash in accordance with state slash regulations. 

● The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2023 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other restrictions as listed 
there.
● All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the DANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
● Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
● District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with reimbursement 
request.
● Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.
● The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
● Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the grant.

April 2023

Pennington Thinning for Forest Health

06/30/2024

66,000.00$                        

















State Conservation Commission April 2023

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 07/01/2023 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: ‐$                 

Forest Resiliency Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Other current grants: Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

250.00$                                  

Turner Shelterbelt Renovation 

12/31/2025

18,633.00$                             

9,566.00$                               

8,817.00$                               

Turner CD is seeking assistance to cost-share landowners in funding conservation practices that are proven to improve soil 
health. The practices will follow the guidelines of the Conservation Commission Docket. The Conservation District will partner 
with landowners in the project area, along with any other partners interested in promoting soil health in Turner County. This 
project will ensure the long term natural resources in an economically and envirnomentally sustainable manner.  We have 15 
producers lined up for trees, 2 interested in shelterbelt reno. 

● The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2023 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other 
restrictions as listed there.
● All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
● Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
● District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with 
reimbursement request.
● Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the 
specified maximum.
● The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
● Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the 
grant.

Grant is applying for Forest Resiliency funds. District Manager has also provided a match waiver. 



















State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 07/01/2023 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: ‐$                   ‐$                               

Commission Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

April 2023

Brule-Buffalo Renovation and tree planting

06/30/2024

76,000.00$                       

36,000.00$                       

40,000.00$                       

Brule-Buffalo Conservation District is working to protect soils from wind and water erosion and improve protection for livestock and 
wildlife. With re-establishing shelterbelts, will help wildlife by improving habitat, food, and protection. Technical assistance will be 
provided to the landowners by BBCD, NRCS, and Area Forester. BBCD will  be the administer of this project. 

● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.   ● All tree and shrub 
planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
● Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
● District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with 
reimbursement request.
● Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified 
maximum.
● The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
● Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the grant.



SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY DIVISION 
523 East Capitol Avenue 

Pierre, SD 57501

Phone: 605.773.3623 Fax: 605.773.3481 
sdda.sd.gov 

GRANT APPLICATION FORM 

Applicant Information 

Organization: Brule-Buffalo Conservation District 

Telephone: 605-734-5953 ext.3

Tax status: Government 

Project Contact 

Project Officer: _E_r _ic_W_e_e_m_a _n ________ _
Fax: 

------------------

Project Information 

Project Name: Renovation and tree planting 

Start Date: 07/01/2023 End Date: 6/30/2024

Mailing Address: 200 Paul Gust Rd. 

City: Chamberlain State: SD Zip: _5_7 _32_5 ___ _

Telephone: 605-491-0269 

Email: brulebuffalo@midstatesd.net 

Type of Grant 

Ci) Conservation Grant O Community Forestry 

0 Insect/Disease O Invasive Species 
Legal description: County __________ _ 0 Forest Stewardship O Mountain Pine Beetle 
Township: ________ Range: _____ _ 
Section: Qtr: _____ _ 

Financial Information 

0 Other (specify): _________ _ 

$36 000 . . $40 000 Grant funds requested: ' Partner contnbut1ons (total): __ ' ___ Total project cost: ____ _76000
  Please provide a brief, descriptive summary of the project: 

Brule-Buffalo Conservation District is working to protect soils from wind and water erosion and 
improve protection for livestock and wildlife. W ith re-establishing shelterbelts, will help wildlifeby 
improving habitat, food, and protection. Technical assistance will be provided to the landownerby 
BBCD, NRCS, and Area Forester. BBCD will be the administer of this project. 

I hereby certify that to the best of my knowledge and belief, this application is true and correct. I further agree to 
comply with the provisions of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and regulations issued thereunder relating to 
nondiscrimination in f

e�l?::'
ssisted programs. 

Applicant Signature � Title Bfl@- �
-'je< Date .,2-J � -J:3

A copy of the state required W-9 fomi must be attached to this application. 

SDEForm-0549¥4 OFFICE USE ONLY 

Signatl!re of Reviewer� __________ Title ____ �---- Date __ �---

Signature of Approval __________ �· Tltle _________ Date _____ _ 

NRPR15623
Highlight



BUDGET SHEET 

The total for each of these three sections should equal the 'Total Project Cost" on page 1. 

A. Operating Budget

1. Salary/Benefits . . . . . . . . . . 
2. Travel . . . . .  . 

3. Contractual Services . . . . . $76,000 

4. Supplies . . . . . . . . . . 

5. Equipment (list major equipment)
6. Consultation Services . . . . . . . . 

76000 Total Project Costs . . . . . . . . . . . . 76000 This total must equal 
-------

------

B. Activity Budget

Activity 

1. Renovation

2. Woody Habitat
Fabric 3. ------

4. ------

5. ------

6. ------

7. ------

8. ------

Totals 

C. Project Partners
Partners 

1. RC&F 

2. Landowner

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. ------

8.

Totals

Grant Funds 

6000 

15000 

15000 

36000 

Local Funds 

10000 

15000 

15000 

40000 

Amount Cash 

36000 

40000 

76000 

Local In-Kind Other Funds 

0 0 

This total must equal 

Amount In-Kind 

0 

This total must equal 

Total 

16000 

30000 

30000 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

76000 

76000 

Total 
36000 

40000 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

76000 

76000 

Please send application and attachments to the South Dakota Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources. 



Brule-Buffalo Conserva�on District March mee�ng minutes 

7 pm at Charly’s Lounge 

Present: Larry Wagner, LeRoy Ness, Randy Knippling, Jack Freidel, Tate Glaus, Ryan Urban, James Lindley, 

Amber Bunker (NRCS) Eric Weeman (District) 

 

Randy called mee�ng to order at 7:05 pm. 

Larry made mo�on to approve the agenda as circulated and Ryan seconded the mo�on-Passed 

Larry made mo�on to approve February mee�ng minutes. Abbey second-Passed 

LeRoy presented the treasurer’s report and asked for a mo�on to approve. Larry seconded the mo�on 

and it passed. 

Accounts payable and receivables were discussed. Ryan made mo�on to approve and Larry seconded the 

mo�on in the amount of $1,526.08-Passed 

Amber Bunker presented a short NRCS report. Said there is 2 million dollars allocated for SD from the 

Infla�on reduc�on act. 

Larry Wagner reported that he did a video with the Grasslands Coali�on. The went out into some good 

stands of warm season grasses that caught a lot of snow and found the ground to not be frozen and even 

found an earthworm at about 6 inches below the surface. Shows that biological ac�vity is present during 

the winter months also. Larry also stated that the warm season grasses caught and held a lot of snow 

from dri�ing across the roads which reduces snow removal and road maintenance expense. 

Eric Weeman reported for the District that the file cabinets had been moved from NRCS office to the tree 

shed. Need to do something with the ploter yet. Zach and Eric took and passed their drone pilots license 

test and went to Savage Minnesota to pick up the Drone. They are also going back end of March to do 

some field training with the Drone. 

Purchasing a trailer for the drone was discussed and Larry made a mo�on to purchase the trailer needed 

up to $10,000. LeRoy seconded that mo�on and it passed. 

Eric presented the board with informa�on about the shelterbelt renova�on and tree grant which had 

been submited. All thought it was a good idea. Larry made the mo�on to approve and Ryan seconded. 

Passed 

No public input, execu�ve session, or new business  

 

Next Mee�ng: April 19, 2023 at 7 pm at the Ag Services Building 

Reported by Eric Weeman 











State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 07/01/2023 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: ‐$               ‐$                               

Commission Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DENR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

State Land & Range Contest 2023-05 1/1/23 12/31/2024 15,000.00$     15,000.00$ 

Promotional Grant 2023-06 1/1/23 12/31/2023 2,500.00$       2,500.00$   

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

5,000.00$                         

‐$                                   

The Codington CD wants to place signs informing people they are entering our conservation district on each major highway that enters 
Codington County. Highways included would be east and west 212 north and south 81 and north hwy 20. We feel this would producers and 
potential customers to know that we are active and avaliable to help. We would like the signs to display plantings within the county. We are also 
looking to get additional signage at our tree shed location. This would make it easier for customers to find us and would increase curb appeal. 

● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.   

5,000.00$                         

April 2023

Codington Promotional Grant

06/30/2024

10,000.00$                       







  Codington County Conservation District 
Board of Supervisor’s Meeting 

 
March 13th, 2023, 8:30 am 

 
Supervisors Present       Absent 
Ken Bunde, Chairman       
Bonnie Oletzke, Supervisor 
Ben Schleusner, Supervisor 
Mike Paulsen, Supervisor  
Dan Kahnke, Supervisor 
 
Others Present – Deanna Kunkel, District Manager; Ryan Mar, NRCS 
 
The Codington Conservation District Supervisors met Monday, March 13th, 2023, at 8:30 a.m. in the 
conference room at NRCS. Vice Chair Bonnie Oletzke called the meeting to order at 8:55 a.m.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Motion by Paulsen, second by Kahnke to approve the agenda. All voted in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Discussion was opened for the February regular board minutes. On a motion by Kahnke, with a second 
by Paulsen, the minutes were approved as written. All voted in favor. Motion carried. 
 
The Treasurer’s Report and additional reports were approved on a motion by Kahnke, with a second by 
Oletzke. All voted in favor. Motion carried.  
 
NRCS Report 3/13/23 

•  5 EQIP applications for $255,000 will be funded for 2023.  
• 3 CSP applications for $600,000 will be funded for 2023. 
• I will be attending cool season invasive grasses workshop in Fargo March 15th – 17th. 
• South Dakota NRCS is having it’s all employees meeting in Mitchell March 27th – 29th. 

 
 
Deanna’s Report – see attached –  
 
Old Business – 

 
• Farm Show was reviewed, ran out of candy, ran out of business cards for Deanna as well as ser-

vices flyer. Ken and Mike have their name tags. Rest of name tags are in the box in the office.   
• Deanna informed the board she is working with Sioux Valley Coop. Contract was awarded to 

company out of Madison. Sioux Valley Manager emailed me with the follow offer: we can lock 
in the gas E10 $3.139, E30 $2.819 and Dyed diesel $3.32.  No money will be required to be put 
down and would be good from April 1st – Nov 30th. 

•  

 



 
 
New Business – 
 

• Review of Annual Progress & Financial report, Annual Work Plan and Budget for 2023 were 
tabled to the April meeting.  

• Grant Approvals – Motion by Oletzke, second by Paulsen to approve promotional grant applica-
tion in conjunction with the DANR for $10K. All voted aye. Motion passed.  
 

Adjourn – Motion made by Oletzke to adjourn the meeting, with a second by Kahnke. All voted in fa-
vor, motion carried.  Meeting was officially adjourned at 10:57 a.m.   

The next district board meeting will be held April 10th, 2023, 8:30 am at the USDA building.  
 
Respectively, 
Deanna Kunkel, District Manager 
 
 





State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 07/01/2023 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: ‐$               ‐$                               

Commission Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DENR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:
Awareness & Outreach 2022-10 1/1/22 12/31/2022 1,500.00$       1,075.00$   
DCD Tree Planting 2023-09 1/1/23 12/31/2023 7,500.00$       7,500.00$   
Multi-County Brush Management 2023-10 1/1/23 12/31/2023 40,000.00$     40,000.00$ 

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

10,000.00$                       

‐$                                   

Ther is need for financial assistance to implement conservation practices that are not eligible for any other cost share program, either because of 
lack funding or eligibility requirements. Due to the high cost often associated installing conservation practices, many land owners and operators 
will be unable to install practices needed to address soil erosion, water quality, livestock grazing, and other resouce concerns unless alternative 
funding is avaliable. We currently have 4 producers wanting to plant cover crops, but were unable to get funding.  

● Grazing plans be required as part of the agreement with the landowners.
● District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.

10,000.00$                       

April 2023

Davison Davison Cover Crop & Grazing

12/31/2023

20,000.00$                       
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GRANT APPLICATION FORM 
Applicant Information 

Organization: _________________________________ Mailing Address: ________________________________ 

Telephone: ___________________________________ City: ______________ State: ____ Zip: ______________ 
Tax Status: ___________________________________ 

Project Contact 

Project Officer: _______________________________   Telephone: ____________________________________ 
Fax: ________________________________________   Email: ________________________________________ 

Project Information 

Project Name: __________________________________ 

Start Date: ______________ End Date: ______________ 
Legal description:   County _________________________ 
Township: __________________ Range: _____________ 

Section: ___________________  Qtr: ______________ 

Financia l Information 

Grant funds  requested: _____________ Partner contributions (total): _____________ Total project cost: _____________ 
Please provide a brief, descriptive summary of the project:

Type of Grant 

Mountain Pine Beetle 

Invasive Species 

Community Forestry Conservation Grant 

Insect/Disease 

Forest Stewardship 

Other (specify): _________________________ 

I hereby certify that to the best of my knowledge and belief, this application is true and correct. I further agree to 
comply with the provisions of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and regulations issued thereunder relating to 
nondiscrimination in federally assisted programs. 

Applicant Signature ______________________________________________ Title ________________________  Date ______________ 
 A copy of the state required W-9 form must be attached to this application. 

 

 

 

 

https://bfm.sd.gov/vendor/Substitute_W-9_SD.pdf












State Conservation Commission April 2023

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 07/01/2023 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: ‐$                  4,400.00$              

Commission Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER: 4,400.00$              

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Other current grants: Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Awareness & Outreach 2022-10 01/01/2022 12/31/2022 1,500.00$     1,075.00$    
DCD Tree Planting 2023-09 01/01/2023 12/31/2023 7,500.00$     7,500.00$    
Multi-County Brush Management 2023-10 01/01/2023 12/31/2023 40,000.00$   40,000.00$  

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

Davison Awareness & Outreach Activities Grant

12/31/2023

3,000.00$                             

1,500.00$                             

1,500.00$                             

The Davison Conservation District is applying for this grant to create a link between the farmers, consumers, and communities by helping them 
understand how food is produced and how the envirnoment can also be protected while doing this. This will also help  people understand the 
importance of the local conservation districts and why they are important to the natural resources and agriculture. This grant will help cover costs 
incurred from our newsletter and facebook advertisements. 

● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.                                                                  ● Project 
reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.





SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTUR

RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY DIVISION
523 East Capitol Avenue

Pierre, SD 57501 
Phone: 605.773.3623 Fax: 605.773.

sdda.sd.gov

OFFICE USE ONLY
Signature of Reviewer __________________________________ Title ____________________________ Date __________________

Signature of Approval __________________________________ Title ____________________________ Date __________________

SD EForm – 0549 V4

GRANT APPLICATION FORM
Applicant Information
Organization: _________________________________ Mailing Address: ________________________________
Telephone: ___________________________________ City: ______________ State: ____ Zip: ______________
Tax Status: ___________________________________

Project Contact
Project Officer: _______________________________   Telephone: ____________________________________
Fax: ________________________________________   Email: ________________________________________

Project Information
Project Name: __________________________________
Start Date: ______________ End Date: ______________
Legal description:   County _________________________
Township: __________________ Range: _____________
Section: ___________________ Qtr: ______________ 

Financial Information

Grant funds requested: _____________ Partner contributions (total): _____________ Total project cost: _____________
Please  a brief, descriptive summary of the project

Type of Grant 

Mountain Pine Beetle

Invasive Species 

Community Forestry Conservation Grant 

Insect/Disease

Forest Stewardship

Other (specify): _________________________

I hereby certify that to the best of my knowledge and belief, this application is true and correct. I further agree to 
comply with the provisions of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and regulations issued thereunder relating to 
nondiscrimination in federally assisted programs.

Applicant Signature ______________________________________________ Title ________________________  Date ______________
A copy of the state required W-9 form must be attached to this application.

g
federally assisted program

____________________________
A copy of the state

Davison Conservation District 1820 N Kimball St. Suite B
(605) 996-1564 ext. 3 Mitchell SD 57301
Government

Matt Hayes (605) 996-1564 ext. 3
1-855-256-2557 matthew.hayes2@sd.nacdnet.net

Awareness & Outreach Activities Grant
07/01/23 12/31/23

Davison

1500 1500 3000

District Manager

The Davison Conservation District is applying for this grant to create a link between the farmers,
consumers, and communities by helping them understand how food is produced and how the
environment can also be protected while doing this. This will also help people understand the
importance of the local conservation districts and why they are important to the natural resources
and agriculture.

This grant will help cover costs incurred from our newsletter and facebook advertisements.

3/1/23











State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 07/01/2023 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: ‐$                  ‐$                              

Commission Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

40,852.00$                      

56,034.00$                      

‐$                                  

Haakon County Conservation District is proposing a grant to assist producers and landowners in funding conservation 
practices; to include at least one shelterbelt to benefit wildlife and reduce soil erosion. We hope to provide cost-share on 
trees and fabric. Additionally we have a need for assistance with dam repair or pipelines/tanks. We hope to assist 
producer that have been affected by drought for over two years. It is important to provide good water sources to reduce 
pressure on riparian areas. 

● The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2023 Conservation Commission Cost-share 
Docket. Please note other restrictions as listed there.
● All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
● Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
● District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with 
reimbursement request.
● District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-
share, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on 
legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.
● The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of 
the grant.
● Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more 
than 30 days after the end of the grant.

April 2023

Haakon Haakon Multi-Purpose Grant

12/31/2024

96,886.00$                      























State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 01/01/2023 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: ‐$                  ‐$         

Commission Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

66,540.00$                      

‐$                                   

This project will assist Edmunds and McPherson County landowners and operators take inventory on their 
shelterbelts to assess where renovation methods are needed and where new shelterbelts should be established. A 
local stakeholder survey showed a need for increased wind protection and shelterbelt establishment due to 
degraded plant health from previous weather events. 

● The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2023 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please 
note other restrictions as listed there.
● All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the DANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
● Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
● District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be 
provided with reimbursement request.
● Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to 
the specified maximum.
● The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
● Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the 
end of the grant.

62,000.00$                      

April 2023

McPherson North Missouri Shelterbelt Renovation & Establishment

06/30/2024

128,540.00$                    



SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTUR

RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY DIVISION
523 East Capitol Avenue

Pierre, SD 57501 
Phone: 605.773.3623 Fax: 605.773.

sdda.sd.gov

OFFICE USE ONLY
Signature of Reviewer __________________________________ Title ____________________________ Date __________________

Signature of Approval __________________________________ Title ____________________________ Date __________________

SD EForm – 0549 V4

GRANT APPLICATION FORM
Applicant Information
Organization: _________________________________ Mailing Address: ________________________________
Telephone: ___________________________________ City: ______________ State: ____ Zip: ______________
Tax Status: ___________________________________

Project Contact
Project Officer: _______________________________   Telephone: ____________________________________
Fax: ________________________________________   Email: ________________________________________

Project Information
Project Name: __________________________________
Start Date: ______________ End Date: ______________
Legal description:   County _________________________
Township: __________________ Range: _____________
Section: ___________________ Qtr: ______________ 

Financial Information

Grant funds requested: _____________ Partner contributions (total): _____________ Total project cost: _____________
Please  a brief, descriptive summary of the project

Type of Grant 

Mountain Pine Beetle

Invasive Species 

Community Forestry Conservation Grant 

Insect/Disease

Forest Stewardship

Other (specify): _________________________

I hereby certify that to the best of my knowledge and belief, this application is true and correct. I further agree to 
comply with the provisions of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and regulations issued thereunder relating to 
nondiscrimination in federally assisted programs.

Applicant Signature ______________________________________________ Title ________________________  Date ______________
A copy of the state required W-9 form must be attached to this application.

p
n federally assisted prog

_______________________
A copy of the

McPherson County Conservation District PO Box 60
(605) 439-3336 Leola SD 57456
Non-exempt

Emily Kallas (605) 439-3336 ext. 3
emily.kallas@usda.gov

NorthMissouirShelterbelt Renovation & Establishment

07/01/2023 12/31/2026
Edmunds/McPherson

62000 66540 128540

Outreach and Resource Development Coordinator

The North Missouri Shelterbelt Renovation and Establishment project will assist Edmunds and
McPherson County landowners and operators take inventory on their shelterbelts to assess where
renovation methods are needed and where new shelterbelts should be established. A local stake
holder survey showed a need for increased wind protection and shelterbelt establishment due to
degraded plant health from previous weather events. Helping landowners and operators identify
poor plant health in existing shelterbelts and areas where a shelterbelt needs to be established will
increase wind protection for livestock, wildlife, and farmsteads. Shelterbelts provide wildlife
habitation and shelter while also reducing wind erosion. This project is designed to address the
following SD Coordinated Plan for Natural Resources Conservation objectives: objective 3.5,
objective 5.1, objective 5.5, objective 5.6, objective 6.2, objective 6.4, objective 9.2, and objective
9.3. The definitions of these objectives can be found in the attached project narrative.

2/28/23
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BUDGET SHEET 

The total for each of these three sections should equal the “Total Project Cost” on page 1. 

A. Operating Budget
 

1. Salary/Benefits   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 
2. Travel   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 
3. Contractual Services   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 
4. Supplies   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  
5. Equipment (list major equipment)   .   .   .   . 
6. Consultation Services   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 

 

Total Project Costs   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .     __________________ 
__________________ 
__________________ 
__________________ 
 ______________ 

__________________ 
__________________ 

 This total must equal _____________ 

B. Activity Budget

  1. 
  2. 
  3. 
  4. 
  5. 
  6. 
  7. 
  8.  

Activity Grant Funds Local Funds Local In-Kind Other Funds Total 

Totals 
 This total must equal 

 
C. Project Partners

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Partners
 

Amount Cash Amount In-Kind Total 

This total must equal 
 

Totals
 

Please send application and attachments to the South Dakota Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources. 

AGPR17570
Cross-Out



Applicant: McPherson County Conservation District 
Project Name: Shelterbelt Renovation and Establishment 
 
Project Partners 
• Please list any project partners and quantify their contribution to the project. 
The Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) will partner with the Conservation District 
to provide technical assistance to ensure successful shelterbelt renovations and tree plantings.  
 
• Any practice funded by the Coordinated Natural Resources Conservation Grant funds must 
meet one or more goals of the Coordinated Plan for the Natural Resources Conservation. 
The following goals are being targeted with this proposal:  

- Objective 3.5: Implement 100,000 acres of BMPs, such as cover crops, diverse crop 
rotations, livestock integration, and grazing rotation on rangeland, cropland, and 
forestland to reduce erosion of topsoil and improve soil health condition 

- Objective 5.1: Renovate 600 shelterbelts by 2025. 
- Objective 5.5: Increase tree species diversity in urban and rural South Dakota to provide 

a variety of habitats and increase the survival rate of trees from disease and invasive 
species. 

- Objective 5.6: Establish 500 new shelterbelts by 2025 
- Objective 6.2: Develop at least one new item of outreach material yearly to promote 

conservation awareness (e.g. urban sprawl, pollinators). 
- Objective 6.4: Utilize social media to educate, spread awareness, and advertise 

programs/ events agencies have available to the public. 
- Objective 9.2: Provide technical assistance to landowners regarding planting, managing, 

and renovating shelterbelts and riparian areas in the state. 
- Objective 9.3: Conservation Districts and partners will secure grants to provide technical 

assistance and implement cost-share programs to promote the benefits of trees outside 
of forests. 

 
Project Descriptions and Need 
• Explain who will be the primary beneficiaries of this project. 
The primary beneficiaries of this project will be landowners, operators, livestock, and wildlife 
where shelterbelt renovations and establishments will be implemented. By providing technical 
and financial assistance to the landowners and operators, producers will be better equipped to 
clean up existing shelterbelts and plant new trees to rejuvenate the existing shelterbelt. By 
renovating these old shelterbelts, producers will see reduced wind erosion and increased 
energy efficiency, while livestock and wildlife benefit from increased shelter from weather 
events. 
 
• Define who will be responsible for the implementation, maintenance, and follow-up stages of 
the project. 
The Edmunds and McPherson County Conservation Districts will be responsible for the 
implementation, maintenance, and follow-up of the project. Local NRCS employees will provide 
technical assistance as needed. The agreement between the Conservations Districts and the 
producers will define responsibilities of each partner.  
 
• Indicate where this project will be located (district, watershed, community, etc.). Attach maps 
as relevant. 
Edmunds and McPherson County landowners and operators will be eligible to apply for this 
grant to renovate existing shelterbelts or establish new shelterbelts. The eastern portion of 
Edmunds and McPherson Counties experienced strong, straight-line winds in June of 2022, 



resulting in many damaged trees. The shelterbelts in this area have degraded plant health due 
to this storm and will continue to degrade as time progresses.  
 
• Describe the specific environmental, natural resource, ecological, educational, and/or socio-
economic need(s) that the project will address. 
Local stakeholders participated in a county wide resource concern survey. Results indicated 
stakeholders feel there is inadequate shelterbelt and wind protection across the counties, and 
this should be a priority concern. The survey also relayed stakeholders concerns about wind 
erosion. This project assists local landowners and operators in renovating existing shelterbelts 
or establishing new shelterbelts to improve plant health within the shelterbelt. These trees will 
reduce wind erosion and provide wind protection to livestock, wildlife, or homesteads. 
Secondary benefits of the project include increased habitat protection for wildlife and improved 
energy efficiency for livestock and homesteads.  
 
Currently, NRCS and other partner programs have limited resources for shelterbelt renovation 
projects. This proposal will fill the void and aid landowners and operators. Many tree rows within 
the county were installed in the 1930’s and 1940’s following the dust bowl. They have endured 
many weather events leading to damage, especially areas that experienced the straight-line 
winds last summer. Disease and wildlife have also caused some species of trees to experience 
higher death loss. This project will help producers clean out dead trees and debris to meet site 
preparation standards prior to planting new trees.  
 
• Briefly describe the specific on-the-ground restoration activities to be undertaken on-site to 
achieve the project objectives and why it is needed. 
Producers and partners will work together to identify shelterbelts that have a larger percentage 
of plant degradation and are no longer providing the desired wind protection or areas that need 
wind protection established. Once these areas have been identified, producers and partners will 
work together to develop the most feasible restoration method for each site. Dead tree removal, 
sod removal, and site preparation will be completed. A tree plan will be created, and trees will 
be planted according to NRCS standards. Tree species will be selected based on soil and 
climate compatibility. Tree species and size of shelterbelt will also depend on the goal of 
individual producers. Depending on the intended purpose of the windbreak, taller tree species 
may be selected over shrubs. Weed control methods may vary depending on the restoration 
method utilized. Fabric will be installed where applicable. The plan for the renovation will be 
developed under guidance of the SD Woodland Technical Note No. 42 and the state forester. 
 
• Explain if this project is part of a larger regional and/or local watershed effort. 
Many shelterbelts that show degraded plant health are being torn out to increase farmable acres 
rather than renovating and restoring the trees. By assisting producers in removing dead portions 
of shelterbelts and planting new trees to increase plant health, this project will provide shelter for 
wildlife, livestock, and homesteads while also addressing the increasing wind erosion issue in 
the area. Furthermore, the implementation of this project will work toward the goals in SD 
Department of Agriculture’s Coordinated Plan for Natural Resources Conservation. The 
following goals are being targeted through this proposal: objective 3.5, objective 5.1, objective 
5.5, objective 5.6, objective 6.2, objective 6.4, objective 9.2, and objective 9.3.  
 
• Describe provisions to ensure long-term management and protection of the project (e.g., 
conservation easements on private land, long-term monitoring program). 
The conservation district will create a long-term partnership with producers. Short term, the 
district will work with producers, providing technical expertise on renovation recommendations 



and installation of new plantings. Once the new trees have been planted, the district will follow 
up with survival checks and provide recommendations as appropriate.  
 
• Please indicate if any federal, state, or local permits are required to complete the project and 
the status of efforts to secure necessary authorization. 
No permits should be needed but producers will work with partners to meet permit requirements 
on a site-specific basis. Producers will also be required to follow state and local setback 
restrictions of roadways, property lines, and utilities where trees will be planted.  
 
Final Products 
• Describe the anticipated benefits of the project from an ecological, educational, and/or socio-
economic perspective (e.g., number of acres of wetlands or stream miles restored, target 
audience and how they will benefit). 
Trees play a critical role in reducing wind erosion, saving energy, and providing habitat for 
livestock and wildlife. Shelterbelts also act as living snow fence, sequester carbon, and can 
serve as noise and visual screens. The location of each shelterbelt will determine what 
combination of benefits the landowners and operators will reap. Targeting producers with 
existing degraded shelterbelts, they will see an increase in wind protection once the new 
plantings mature. 
By planning and implementing the shelterbelt renovation and establishment, the proposal will 
satisfy objectives 3.5, 5.1,5.5, and 5.6. Tree plans will have a larger variety of trees to increase 
diversity. The shelterbelts will contribute to the DANR’s goals to renovate 600 shelterbelts and 
establish 500 new shelterbelts while implementing best management practices for soil health 
and erosion.  
This proposal provides opportunities to engage with stakeholders through social media to 
educate individuals and promote conservation practices and available programs for assistance. 
If funded, social media will be used for marketing of the proposal and awareness of the project 
outcomes. This will achieve objectives 6.2 and 6.4.  
Working with landowners and operators to provide technical assistance and cost-share 
opportunities to producers who are dedicated to obtaining the benefits of trees and shelterbelts 
on the prairie, will satisfy objectives. 9.2 and 9.3. 
 
• Identify how you will measure the success of the project. 
The success of the project will be measured by the acres of shelterbelts installed or renovated 
that meet the survival rate as listed in SD Woodland Technical Note No. 38. In order to be 
considered a success, the trees inventoried after leaf out during the summer of the second year 
must have 75% (or higher) survival rate based how many trees were originally planted on the 
site.  
This proposal is designed to assist twelve producers renovate 24 acres of shelterbelts. Six 
producers have expressed interest in this project. The budget is created based on an average 5 
row shelterbelt that is 2 acres in size. This project will limit one individual to a maximum of 
$10,000 worth of assistance which is approximately a 4-acre shelterbelt. This limitation enables 
the grant funds to spread across more landowners and operators.  
 
Partner Justification 
• Describe the strengths, qualifications, and nature of the contribution of your organization and 
other collaborating organizations. 
The Conservation Districts have been dedicated to promoting and helping producers utilize 
conservation practices within their counties. The County Conservation District supervisors, 
advisors, and managers work with NRCS to retain technical expertise as needed in order to 
better assist landowners and operators. 













State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 07/01/2023 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: ‐$              4,750.00$        

Commission Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER: 4,750.00$        

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

East Central Range Stewardship 2021-31 07/01/2021 12/31/2023 48,000.00$     23,151.97$ 
Public Awareness Conservation 2023-19 07/01/2023 12/31/2023 2,250.00$       2,250.00$   

Soil Health Improvement 2023-20 07/01/2023 12/31/2023 11,992.00$     11,992.00$ 

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

3,630.00$                          

April 2023

Miner Statewide Career Development Planning

06/30/2024

8,380.00$                          

4,750.00$                          

We (SDACDE) would like to pursue a more intense Career Development. We feel this is a very necessary training that will help 
retain employees. Employees must feel confident in their job, and truly enjoy it to stay with it. This grant application is only for the 
planning process- hopefully we will come up with a great plan we can pursue. All districts are struggling with finances, one of the 
biggest reasons is the lack of employee retention. With that being said, it is also hard for districts to finance their employees that 
the are Area Directors to attend planning sessions such as this. 

● The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2022 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other restrictions as listed there.
● All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDA RCF foresters prior to planting.
● Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
● District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.
● The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
● Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the grant.

















STATE WIDE CAREER DEVELOPMENT PLANNING GRANT APPLICATION 

 

Project Partners – The partners in this original planning with be the Conservation Commission 
Grant and the Conservation Districts of Miner, Day, Butte, Jones, Pennington, Harding, 
Minnehaha, Marshall, Hyde, and Charles Mix. 
 

Goal Met of Coordinated Plan -  We feel this opportunity will meet all of the Goals for the South 
Dakota Coordinated Plan.  Conservation Districts are the local source for helping to accomplish 
all goals and objectives for Water, Soil, Air Quality, Wildlife, Public Awareness, Funding, and 
Forestry.  In reviewing the objectives of each of the goals, we can accomplish each and every 
one of these goals.  Having a strong Conservation District would be a huge asset in 
accomplishing these objectives.  This is a huge undertaking and will require a lot of time and 
commitment – but we truly feel it can be accomplished. 
 

Project Description & Need – For this aspect of this project, the primary beneficiaries of this 
project will be the ones working on planning the success of this project.  Miner Conservation 
District, along with SDACDE, will be responsible for the implementation, maintenance, and 
follow up stages of this project.  This planning project will probably be in a central location such 
as Pierre or Chamberlain.  This grant will just address the planning of our proposed project of 
Career Development in Conservation Districts.  This project could be part of a larger regional 
effort.  Miner Conservation District Manager, Tami Moore, is the new Director for the NCDEA 
Northern Plains Employees.  With the proper planning, we could expand this project to the 
entire region – BUT, we must plan for success first.  No permits will be required for this 
planning project. 
 

Final Products – The anticipated benefits of this planning project are wide-spread throughout 
the state.  If successful planning is accomplished, and the project is started it will assist 
Conservation Districts in helping to accomplish all the objectives of the South Dakota 
Coordinated Plan of Natural Resources Conservation.   
 

Partner Justification – Everyone associated with the Conservation Commission, Department of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources, South Dakota Association of Conservation District, and the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service realize the absolute strength, qualifications, and nature 
of the Conservation Districts.  We can be more successful and stronger with Career 
Development – if we can educate and excite all of the employees of the Conservation Districts 
we will be unstoppable! 
 

We know this is a project unlike any of the grant projects you have approved in the past, but 
we really feel it could be the start to stronger, more successful Conservation Districts across 
the State.  We may not have the funding of other states, but we definitely have the 
determination. 



Who Hotel Cost Mileage Meals Meeting Room Time - In Kind
SDACDE Executive Board - 10 members 1,000.00$      1,530.00$       600.00$  400.00$                 4,750.00$            

Grant Request - $1,000 + $1,530 + $600 + $400 = $3,530
Hours In Kind - $4,750

Hotel - 10 members @ $100 per room = $1,000
Mileage - Average of 300 miles @ $.51/mi = $153 x 10 members = $1530
Meals - 10 members @ 4 meals @ $15/each = $600
Meeting Room - $200 / day = $400
Time In-Kind - Average of 6 hours of driving time x 10 members = 60 hours
Meeting Times from 12:00 pm to 8:00 pm - 8 hours x 10 members = 80 hours
                                           8:00 am to 1:00 pm - 5 hours x 10 members = 50 hours

Hours In Kind - 190 hours @ $25/hour = $4,750



Mission Statement of the Miner Conservation District:  To promote responsible land use 
decisions for the conservation, protection, and improvement of natural resources. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:                    OTHERS PRESENT: 

Dale Shumaker, Chairman                 Tami Moore, District Manager 
Marvin Kizer, Vice-Chairman                      Shalace Martin, District Conservationist 
Tim Clarke, Treasurer 
Julie Calmus, Supervisor   
           

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Shumaker called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm at the USDA Break Room. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS: NRCS personnel was welcomed to the meeting and thanked for her 
attendance.  No other visitors were present. 
 

NRCS REPORT:  Shalace Martin, District Conservationist, present a report on NRCS activities along with  a 
written report.   
 

MINUTES:  The minutes for the January 6, 2023, board meeting were given to board members prior to the 
meeting.  Julie Calmus moved to approve the January minutes.  Discussion was held.  Marvin Kizer seconded 
the move.  Following a unanimous voice vote, the minutes for January were approved.   
 

TREASURER’S REPORT: The following is the Treasurer’s Report dated February 8, 2023. 

Bank Balance on January 6, 2023 $     62,093.04 
   Income 71,066.67 
   Expenses 84,117.77 
Bank Balance on February 8, 2023 $    49,041.94 
CD’s & Education Account $  106,581.67 
Special Accounts – Equipment, Land, Operating $  105,000.00 
Livestock Water Funds $         809.68 
Accounts Receivable $   -12,021.64 

 
The Treasurer’s Report and Vouchers for February were submitted for approval.  Marvin Kizer moved to 
approve the Treasurer’s Report and the Vouchers.  Julie Calmus seconded the move.  Discussion was held.  
Following a unanimous voice vote, the Treasurer’s Report and Vouchers were approved. 
 

 

Miner Conservation District  
Board of Supervisors Meeting 

February 8, 2023 



OLD BUSINESS: 
Conservation District Bank Statements – The statements for December and January were provided to board 
members for review and discussion. 
NRCS Training Webinars – Technical Thursdays – Tami attended the Woodland Tech Notes (Part 1 and 
Part 2), Urban Ag, and Tree Planting CPA-6. 
SDACD – Tami reported on the teleconference meeting for SDACD. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
2022 Annual Report – The 2022 Annual Report was submitted to the board for review and discussion.  Julie 
Calmus moved to approve the 2022 Annual Report, discussion was held, Tim Clarke seconded the move.  The 
2022 Annual Report was approved and will be submitted to appropriate agencies. 
Tree Planting & Hand Plant Sales – We have 52 acres ready to go.  Tree Plans, Agreements, Chemical 
Report, Grant Applications (if applicable), CRP or EQIP Documents (if applicable) & Down-payments are 
complete and trees have been ordered.  We have 4 more producers waiting for various issues.  We will shut off 
tree planting due to the uncertainty of when the Big Sioux Nursery will get us our trees (last year it was May 23 
– way too late).  We have received orders for 2,433 handplants to date. 
John Deere 1590 No-Till Drill – We submitted a survey to John Deere for our recent JD drill purchase.  Corey 
at John Deere in Madison called to discuss the issue with the gear shut off on the rear tire.  He will contact John 
Deere about this issue.  Tami plans to paint the wheel with hot pink spray paint to bring attention to it. 
Rite Way Land Rollers – Tami talked with Jeff Bloom at Lake County International a couple of times in the 
last few weeks.  He agreed to reduce the price by $500.  The roller is on the way and will be put together and 
delivered when weather is nicer.  Roller was paid this month. 
Grass Seeding & Grass Seed – We have over 1,000 acres signed up already.  We still have not heard anything 
back from Landoll on the new drill we ordered. 
4-Wheeler with Sprayer – No discussion. 
Lawn Equipment, Dew Drop Drill Seedings – No discussion. 
Community & School Activities – 5th Grade Arbor Day Poster Contest – Tami met with the 5th graders to 
discuss the contest, and work on the posters.  6th Grade Arbor Day Essay Contest – Tami met with the 6th 
graders to talk about the rules of the Essay Contest.  Conservation Speech Contest – Information has been sent 
to the Highschool English, Highschool FACS, and Highschool Ag Education teachers and it has been published 
in the paper.  An email was read to board members about a 3rd grader planting his tree for his Grandma.    
DUNS / SAMS Renewal – No discussion.  
SDACDE Leadership Training Conference – This is scheduled for June 28 & 29 in Oacoma at Cedar Shores.  
Planning for the conference has begun.   
2023 Annual Plan of Work – This was reviewed.  Marvin Kizer moved to approve the 2023 Annual Plan of 
Work.  Discussion was held.  Tim Clarke seconded the move.  The Plan of Work was approved and will be 
submitted to the appropriate agencies. 
NACD Annual Meeting – Tami will be attending in New Orleans February 10 – 15.  SDACDE, NRCS 
Contribution Agreement, and NCDEA will pay Tami’s expenses. 
NACD Urban & Community Conservation Grants – This grant opportunity was discussed with various 
ideas.  Tim Clarke moved to apply for a Community Planting grant or something similar.  Discussion was held.  
Marvin Kizer seconded the move.  The motion carried.  Tami will work on submitting a grant application. 



Federal Payroll Taxes – 941 Reporting – Tami discussed the crazy letters that have been coming from the IRS 
– first we owe $70, so we paid, then they refunded $70 because we had overpaid.  This was an accounting 
nightmare since Quicken takes care of all of this.  Then we owed $398, Tami sent all documentation back to 
prove that we did not owe.  Tami called and talked with the IRS, they said it was all cleared up.  Then we 
received another $398 bill plus interest – we did not pay.  Now we have received 4 letters saying that we have 
over-paid $3,000, but they are going to keep the $398 out.   
‘East Central Rangeland Stewardship’ Grant #2021-CSW-031 – This grant runs from 7/1/21 to 12/31/23 for 
$48,000.  Miner wrote and is administering the grant.  Other counties included are Hanson, Sanborn, & 
McCook. This grant provides 30% cost-share.  SD GF&P and USF&W provide the other 20%.  Remaining 
funds are $23,151.97, plus $15,000 from USF&WS.  A 1-year extension was granted by the Commission. 
‘Conservation Education for Miner County’ Grant #2022-CSW-021 – The grant runs 1/1/2023 through 
12/31/2023, in the amount of $2,250.00.  This grant includes anything for conservation awareness activities and 
education.  The ‘Acceptance of Grant Award’ was reviewed by board members and discussed.  Julie Calmus 
moved to approve the Grant Acceptance Award.  Discussion was held on continuing to have Tami Moore, 
continue to sign all grant applications, awards, reimbursements, and any other necessary forms.  Tim Clarke 
seconded the move.  Following a unanimous voice vote the Grant Acceptance Award was approved.   
‘Soil Health Improvement’ Grant #2023-CSW-020 – The grant runs from 1/1/23 through 12/31/23, in the 
amount of $11,992.  Practices are Tree Planting, Shelterbelt Renovations, & Cover Crops.   
Contribution Agreement with NRCS & SDACD – This will be finalized in the near future. 
ESMC/NACD Eco Harvest Grant – Carbon Credits – Tami has attended multiple meetings.  Discussion was 
held concerning concerns with participation in this grant.  The board suggested Tami continue to research this. 
SDACD – Tim Clarke moved to pay SDACD membership dues of $1,000.  Discussion was held.  Julie Calmus 
seconded the move.  Following a unanimous voice vote, the motion carried.  The Legislative Updates  were 
handed out and discussed.  
Job Approval Authority – The Conservation District is pursuing this.   
Computer On-Line Courses Completed – Tami completed:  Driver Safety – Avoiding Collisions  
Miner Conservation District Facebook Page – The district posts as necessary. 
Miner Conservation District Website – Website is updated as necessary. 
SD Conservation Commission Grants – The spring grant round is approaching.  Grant applications were 
discussed.  Tami discussed a ‘Pollinator Planting’ grant and a ‘State Wide Career Development’ grant.  Marvin 
Kizer moved to approve the applications, if Tami found the time for the grant application work.  Discussion was 
held.  Julie Calmus seconded the move.  Following a unanimous voice vote, the motion carried.   
Eastern South Dakota Research Farm – Marvin Kizer, Representative for Miner Conservation District, plans 
to attend March 15.  Marvin asked the board their thoughts on some of the discussion held at the last meeting. 
Employee Surveys – Each area submits information on wages, benefits, supervisor per diem, services, 
products, etc.  The Coteau and Vermillion/Big Sioux area was handed out to board members for review. 
Supervisor Training – Module 3 – The History of the Conservation Movement was completed. 
NCDEA – Tami reported on the monthly meetings.  Tami has been assigned ‘moderator’ for 4 of the sessions. 
 

NEXT MEETING: The next meeting is scheduled for April 12, time to be determined. 
 Marvin Kizer moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:30 pm.   
Respectfully Submitted by Tami Moore, District Manager 





State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 07/01/2023 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: 300.00$            320.00$          

Commission Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS: 120.00$          

  OTHER: 300.00$            200.00$          

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

East Central Range Stewardship 2021-31 07/01/2021 12/31/2023 48,000.00$          23,151.97$     
Public Awareness Conservation 2023-19 07/01/2023 12/31/2023 2,250.00$            2,250.00$       

Soil Health Improvement 2023-20 07/01/2023 12/31/2023 11,992.00$          11,992.00$     

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

200.00$                              

775.00$                              

620.00$                              

This project is to promote and encourage more pollinator plantings in our county. Pollinators provide a vital ecosystem service by transferring 
pollen between plants to facilitate reproduction, making them responsible for 1/3 of the bites of food we eat each day. Everyone eats. 
Pollinator plantings will be limited to 2 acres per participant

● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.                                                                                      ● 
Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.

1,475.00$                          

April 2023

Miner Pollinator Planting in Miner County

06/30/2024

3,070.00$                          























State Conservation Commission April 2023

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 07/01/2023 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: ‐$                  ‐$                

Commission Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

2022 Trees/Shrubs 2021-33 01/01/2022 06/30/2023 9,550.00$            8,748.73$       

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

6,150.00$                            

‐$                                     

Roberts CD is requesting cost share assistance to aid in outreach and the promotion of Roberts Conservation District. The 
outreach and promotion activites could include, but not limited to: state fair booth, area meetings, field tours/events, local 
workshops, seminars, and quarterly newsletters. Educational activites include, soil judging schools, grazing schools, soil health 
seminars, soil stewardships week, arbor day activites, workshops, and various educational programs in local schools.Cost share 
will support continued and additional public awareness about the importance of conservation on the land. 

● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the 
grant.                                                                                                                                                                                                     
● Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate 
costs up to the specified maximum.

Roberts Community Outreach

06/30/2024

12,300.00$                         

6,150.00$                            
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ROBERTS COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ MEETING 

Feb 8th, 2023, at 8:30 AM 

SUPERVISORS PRESENT OTHERS PRESENT 

Calvin Thompson, Chairman       Lindsey Hanson, NRCS Acting DC 

Tim Gleason, Vice Chairman  Kristin Pester, District Manager 

Cody Hanson, Treasurer  Carrie Ewalt, District Tech 

Lee Solberg, Supervisor  Kent Duerre, RUC NRCS RUC 

Ben Hanson, Supervisor  Thomas Tran, NRCS Soil Con 

June Helgeson, Asst. Advisor   Dean Shultz, NRCS Tech 

Absent: Duane Schneider, Advisor & Lorne Aadland, NRCS Tribal Liaison 

The Roberts Conservation District: The Board of Supervisors met Wednesday February 8th, 

2022, at the Sisseton NRCS conference room. Chairman Thompson called the meeting to order at 

8:33am.  

• Gleason moved to approve the agenda. Seconded by B. Hanson. All voting Aye. Motion

carried.

• Minutes of Jan 11th, 2022 meeting were reviewed. C Hanson moved to approve the

minutes. Seconded by Gleason. All voting Aye. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report & Bank Reconciliations were approved as written on a motion made 

by Solberg and seconded by Gleason to accept the treasurer’s report and approve payments as 

presented. All voting Aye. Motion carried. 

NRCS Reports see attachment 

Tribal Liaison Report:  See attachment 

District Report:  Kristin Pester:  
• Listened to Jan 19th Commission Mtg. Attended several tech Thursday trainings. Attended ’23

SDSHC conference, Radio show went well on Feb 2nd. Vouchering for RCPP & NRCS agreements.

Met with community members to create community garden. Met with College & Tribal partners for

workshops in 2023.

Unfinished Business: 

• Updated 2022 balance sheet provided.
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New Business: 
 

• Cost-Share App for Bryce & Milton Rolstad:  Motion mad by Solberg to approve 

stockdamn cleanout.  Seconded by B. Hanson. All voting aye. Motion carried. Pester will 

forward application to Marshall County who administers our shared grant.  

• Community Garden letter read & update 

• 2023 Outreach Grant:  Reviewed and approved grant. Motion made by Gleason to 

approve Commission Grant written by Pester. Seconded by C. Hanson. All voting aye. 

Motion carried.  

• Geology Tour RCD to host June 22nd date tentative.  

 
 

Other District Business:  

• Intent to Mine: discussed & noted 

• SDACD Dues: Pester approved to submit payment 

• 2023 Leadership:  Employee approval to attend & submit payment 

• Endowment Honoree: Discussion held on. Board tabled until September 2023 meeting.  

 

Executive Session: None 

 

Upcoming Events: 

Feb 11-15 NACD Annual Mtg New Orleans 

Feb 20th Presidents Day office closed 

Feb 21st Winter Soil Health Workshop Spink- RCD staff allowed to attend 

June 28-29 Leadership Conference Oacoma 

 

Next Meeting Date and Time: March 8th, 2023, 1:30 PM  

 

Adjournment 9:43a, B. Hanson moved to adjourn. Seconded by C Hanson. All voting aye. 

Motion carried. 

 
   

 

Respectfully Submitted by    Approved by  

                     
Kristin Pester- District Manager    Supervisor 

Kristin.Pester
Highlight





State Conservation Commission April 2023

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 07/01/2023 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: ‐$                  ‐$         

Commission Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Other current grants: Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

‐$                                         

This grant will help us with our annual summer soil health bus tour. This is usually a two day event where the attendees will 
visit places that are leading the way in soil health. A new thing we want to do this summer is put together a one day no-till 
garden tour. We hope to visit a few no-till gardens in Spink county and a colony greenhouse. With this grant, in the fall we 
will donate 3-4 books to each of the local school libraries. 

● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.                                   
● Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the 
specified maximum.

6,000.00$                               

Spink 2023/2024 Education and Promotion

06/30/2024

12,000.00$                             

6,000.00$                               











 
 
  1386 Lincoln Ave SW, Suite B ∙ Huron, SD 57350-3080 ∙ Phone (605) 352-2998, Ext.3  
Email: beadlecd@sdconservation.net  ∙ website:  www.beadleconservationdistrict.com 
 

“Protecting our Natural Resources” 
 

 

Dear Conservation Commission, 

I would like to submit John R Boomsma for the 2023 Conservation Award. 

Over the years, John has been an active participant in USDA conservation programs.  John has also 
worked with the conservation district for practice implementation.  He has incorporated the use of 
multi-species cover crops into his crop rotation and no-till practices to aid in improving soil health 
on his land.  Livestock and wildlife have benefitted through the use of tree strips, by providing wind 
protection and food.  Through implementing nutrient and pest management practices, 
environmental risks are also being lowered. 

 

Thank you for your consideration, 

 

 

Robin Viestenz 
District Manager 
Beadle Conservation District 

mailto:beadlecd@sdconservation.net


APPENDIX A 

SOUTH DAKOTA SOIL CONSERVATION AWARD 

NOMINATION FORM 
AWARD WINNING SOIL CONSERVATION FARM/RANCH 

Name of Nominee: John R Boomsma
Mailing Address: 39388 198th St
City, State, Zip: Hitchcock, SD  57348
Conservation District:  Beadle 

Nomination submitted by: Beadle Conservation District 
Mailing Address: 1386 Lincoln Ave SW 
City, State, Zip Huron, SD  57350 
Telephone: (605) 352-2998 ext 3 

(Nominator's information intended only for use by the selection committee in case further 
clarification is needed pertaining to the nomination.) 

Which of the following criteria/practices are used by the nominee? (Check all that apply) 

______  Grassed waterways are installed and maintained properly 
______  Terraces are installed and maintained properly 
___X___  Proper crop rotations are utilized. 
__X____  Sufficient crop residues are left to enhance soil stability 
__X____  No till is utilized in crop production 
___X___  Grasslands are managed for sustainable productivity 
___X___  Livestock are managed to limit soil and nutrient runoff (feedlot and riparian buffers) 
______  Forest lands are managed according to a forest stewardship plan 

Based on the above checked items, explain why you feel this nominee is deserving of the 
award. Use no more than one additional sheet if necessary. Please submit two to eight 
photographs no larger than 5 X 7, with a brief caption (50 words or less) for each. Digital 
photos are acceptable. 



APPENDIX A 
 

SOUTH DAKOTA SOIL CONSERVATION AWARD 
 

NOMINATION FORM 
AWARD WINNING SOIL CONSERVATION FARM/RANCH 

 
 
Name of Nominee: ____Pisha Family – Brad, Marlene & Allison_______________________ 
Mailing Address: _____24203 292nd St_____________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip: _______Tuthill, SD  57574__________________________________________ 
Conservation District:  ___Bennett County Conservation District________________________ 
 
 
Nomination submitted by: ____Bennett County Conservation District____________________ 
Mailing Address: ____________706 W. Bennett Ave.__________________________________ 
City, State, Zip ______________Martin, SD  57551____________________________________ 
Telephone: __________________(605)685-1243____________________________________ 
 
 
(Nominator's information intended only for use by the selection committee in case further 
clarification is needed pertaining to the nomination.) 
 
 
Which of the following criteria/practices are used by the nominee? (Check all that apply) 
 
______  Grassed waterways are installed and maintained properly 
______  Terraces are installed and maintained properly 
___X__  Proper crop rotations are utilized. 
___X__  Sufficient crop residues are left to enhance soil stability 
___X__  No till is utilized in crop production 
___X__  Grasslands are managed for sustainable productivity 
______  Livestock are managed to limit soil and nutrient runoff (feedlot and riparian buffers) 
______  Forest lands are managed according to a forest stewardship plan 
 
Based on the above checked items, explain why you feel this nominee is deserving of the 
award. Use no more than one additional sheet if necessary. Please submit two to eight 
photographs no larger than 5 X 7, with a brief caption (50 words or less) for each. Digital 
photos are acceptable. 
 
The Bennett County Conservation District nominates the Pisha Family – Brad, Marlene, and 
Allison for the 2023 SD Soil Conservation Award.  Brad and Marlene and their daughter, 
Allison’s, stewardship of the land demonstrates their ethics and continuing care for the land.  They 
have implemented many conservation practices, both on their own and using available programs.  
Practices utilized include cross-fencing, water developments, range seedings and shelterbelts for 
both livestock and wildlife.  All the cropland is planted utilizing no-till, including the irrigation 
pivots.  Most of the soils on the Pisha Ranch are sandy and extremely susceptible to wind erosion. 
By rotating crops properly, they have minimized the soil erosion.  Sufficient crop residue is left 
following harvest to protect the soil.  Locations of livestock feeding is managed and monitored to 



help prevent soil erosion (blowouts) and runoff.  This method of land management helps to ensure 
soil health.   
When asked about his farming practices, Brad replied, “We have planted all our dryland farmed 
acres to tame and native grass mixes and graze these acres now.  We used cover crop mixes and 
no-till on them previously.  We use no-till and cover crops (when needed) on irrigated acres.  
When we chop silage, we plant forage wheat or rye for cover.  I like turnips and radishes when 
they are applicable. We have tried broadcasting cover crops, turnips, rye, radishes over growing 
corn, but had limited success with them on irrigate corn.  So, we gave that up.”  He continues, “I 
like to plant forage wheat behind hay millet/teff mixes on irrigated ground so we have something 
growing over the winter.  It is usually too late for turnips or radishes then.  If we plant late season 
cover crops on irrigated land, they include sudan grass, sunflowers, forage wheat, oats, turnips, 
radishes or maybe some variety of beans. We rotate from our irrigated alfalfa/grass to no-till corn.  
If we do any tillage, it is only on cornstalks.  We plan to experiment no-tilling oats into cornstalks 
this year.  We will follow with annuals like millet and/or teff.  After 2 years we usually plant back 
to alfalfa/grass mixes.”   
Allison is very involved in the cattle/grazing side of the ranch.  She added the following 
comments, “Winter feeding practices affect regrowth.  Feeding in alternate places throughout the 
pastures results in regrowth and revitalization of different species of grasses with the manure and 
urea from the cattle.  Manure and urea distribution over pasture improves greatly with cross-
fencing.  In the warm seasons, cross fences force the cows to graze greater grass varieties in 
shorter time spans, then allowing those grasses time to regrow when the cattle move on to other 
pastures.  Winter feeding also factors into pasture revitalization as it spreads much needed fertilizer 
to the more neglected and fragile pasture sections.” 
Brad, Marlene and Allison are extremely conscientious of the land resources they manage.  They 
are constantly seeking new ways to take care of and improve their land.   
The Bennett County Conservation District Board of Supervisors feel they are very deserving of 
this award.   
 
 

 
 

Cross Fence to promote and ensure proper livestock grazing. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Livestock Shelterbelt with weed barrier fabric. 
 
 

 
 

Livestock tank/pipeline to facilitate livestock watering needs. 
 



  
 

Livestock tank protections are Brad’s own design.  This design does an excellent job. 
 
 

 
 

Solar well and pipeline. A second panel, at a different angle, was added to enhance the site 
and provide enough energy to pump the water through the pipeline to additional tanks.   

 
 



 
 

Wildlife, like this deer, benefit from the stewardship exhibited by Brad and his family. 
 
 













































APPENDIX A 
 

SOUTH DAKOTA SOIL CONSERVATION AWARD 
 

NOMINATION FORM 
AWARD WINNING SOIL CONSERVATION FARM/RANCH 

 
 
Name of Nominee: Alan Schmidt 
Mailing Address: 45646 Nelson Lane 
City, State, Zip: Sisseton, SD 57262 
Conservation District:  Roberts Conservation District 
 
 
Nomination submitted by: Kristin Pester- District Manager w/ Roberts Conservation District 
Mailing Address: 2018 SD Hwy 10 Ste A 
City, State, Zip Sisseton, SD 57262 
Telephone: 605-698-3923 
 
(Nominator's information intended only for use by the selection committee in case further 
clarification is needed pertaining to the nomination.) 
 
 
Which of the following criteria/practices are used by the nominee? (Check all that apply) 
 
  Grassed waterways are installed and maintained properly 
 Terraces are installed and maintained properly 
X  Proper crop rotations are utilized. 
 Sufficient crop residues are left to enhance soil stability 
X  No till is utilized in crop production 
 Grasslands are managed for sustainable productivity 
  Livestock are managed to limit soil and nutrient runoff (feedlot and riparian buffers) 
 Forest lands are managed according to a forest stewardship plan 
 
Based on the above checked items, explain why you feel this nominee is deserving of the 
award. Use no more than one additional sheet if necessary. Please submit two to eight 
photographs no larger than 5 X 7, with a brief caption (50 words or less) for each. Digital 
photos are acceptable. 
 
Please see page 2 



As a 4th generation farmer, Alan Schmidt is very invested in conservation on the 
landscape. Alan has been an active participant in both CSP and CRP programs offered 
through NRCS & FSA. He has readily implemented conservation practices, many of 
which target the principles of soil health: reducing tillage or no-tilling fields, crop 
rotation which includes a small grain component, selecting cover crops which promote 
soil health, as well as adding livestock to his fields for end of season grazing. Alan 
utilizes a pest management program to monitor fields, following recommended pest 
thresholds from consultants for spraying, as well as taking measures such as cleaning 
equipment, using pest-free and weed-free seed, timing applications, and implementing 
a diverse crop rotation to mitigate pest pressures. In addition, Alan implements a 
nutrient management program, following SDSU recommendations for application based 
on soil nutrient availability and yield goals, in addition to utilizing nitrogen efficiency 
strategies and cultural practices such as monitoring placement, timing, and rate. Years 
ago, Alan discontinued use of anhydrous, and he has noted a (visible) increase in his soil 
biology, resulting in a significant increase in organic matter.  Alan has also implemented 
extended filter strips on his crop ground to mitigate nutrients and sediment being 
transported off the field to surface water. Alan is resourceful regarding implementing 
conservation practices to see both soil health and economic benefits.  
Alan is also very active in promoting Roberts County 4-H program and interacting with 
the youth in the program. We believe Alan is more than deserving of 
this prestigious award and serves as an outstanding leader and advocate for soil health 
and conservation in Roberts County. 
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