South Dakota State Fair Commission Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, February 19, 2019 • 1 PM
Nordby Exhibit Hall, SD State Fairgrounds – Huron, SD

Conducting: 
Vice Chairman: Faron Wahl
Call to Order Members present: Tom Harmon, Erin Yost, Pam Geppert, Scott Cordts, Amanda Stade, Denise Muntefering, Jamie White, and Gary Sharp via teleconference.
Agenda approved as printed: Motion made by Erin Yost, seconded by Tom Harmon; motion carried by roll call vote.

Approval of December 4, 2018 minutes: Motion made by Pam Geppert, seconded by Erin Yost; motion carried by roll call vote. 

1. Open Forum: Nothing to report.
2. Election of Officers: Scott Cordts nominated Dusty Anderson for Chairman; Pam Geppert seconded; Tom Harmon moved that nominations cease; motion approved by roll call vote. Erin Yost nominated Faron Wahl for Vice Chairman; Denise Muntefering seconded; Pam Geppert moved that nominations cease; motion approved by roll call vote.
3. Financials: Members briefly reviewed. 
4. 2019 State Fair
a. Entertainment: Candi reported that all grandstand acts are secured and she is working on opening acts. The Bull Bash and the Tractor Pull will be back again. The Beer Garden and The Midway Roadhouse entertainment are complete. Working on Freedom and Dakotaland Stage entertainment. The Bengal Tigers are secured as well.

b. Vending/Camping/Static: Joni reported there are new food vendors with unique trailers coming. There are a few open spaces, most notable gone this year is Tri State Insulation, they have been a long-standing vendor. Shelley reported that 1758 camping renewal invoices went out in January and as of today she has 514 in, the deadline is March 31st. The Education Premium Book is now available to teachers via the Online Zebra Publication. She sent out quotes for Wheel Jam Show N Shine Trophies, and the Dairy Premium book is the first ready for the website, with the balance due by March 1st for the April 3rd publication date. 

c. Etix ticketing system: The plan is to move forward with Gate Admission scanning which would do away with wristbands except for the camping packets. There would be no daily bands, people would pay and get a stamp daily. Peggy was hopeful that the parking would also go to this system thereby cutting down on cars that are not allowed on grounds at the different gates and/or restricted times. The public will be able to scan Etix on their phones for gate admission and grandstand tickets also.

d. Golf Cart Patrol: Scott Cordts and Peggy went to visit with Sheriff Kurt Hall, to solicit him to be the patrol of golf carts. This would be only during designated hours on a cart designated “Golf Cart Patrol”. This will need to be marketed as a new service this year.

e. Parking: Stock trailers will be parked at Huron Continental Market (Bales) with the 7th & Nevada lot designated for “free” car parking. Peggy will be researching the rental of an 8-passenger golf cart to shuttle people from the lot to a designated drop off gate. The Huron Chief of Police has agreed that the Fair can do this on the public street. 
5. Off-Season Events
a. National Jr High Finals Rodeo: Peggy reported that she and Laurie Shelton of the Huron Chamber of Commerce attended a rodeo conference in Salt Lake City, UT to bid on upcoming rodeos. Huron was not awarded the event. The rodeo will be here this June for the final time of the 2-year agreement. 

b. Wheel Jam: Wheel Jam is May 31-June 2, 2019. There will not be any stock car races this year but have added a Knock Out Martial Arts event at the Nordby Exhibit Hall along with a concert by Suishi Roll, a band from Chicago, IL. Friday night concert/dance will feature Flashback and Eclipse.
6. Maintenance & Repair Projects
Peggy reported that there will be a meeting this week on the electrical upgrades which are still in the design phase. Beef Complex bids came in very high so that is currently tabled. Independent Midway is in the design phase for straightening the road and upgrade sewer as well. The Family Living Center bathrooms will be upgraded by Fair with the Tech Center’s having fresh paint and bathroom fixtures. The Grandstand is now entering Phase III. Inmates will return on April 2, 2019.
7. Commissioner or Manger Reports/Updates

Pam Geppert asked for 4H updates. Amanda Stade reported on what has been                discussed thus far, and reported they are coordinating schedules with the FFA. The book will be finalized and on their website by April 1st. Tom Harmon asked for a report on Warren, there wasn’t a recent update. He also suggested that a thank you letter be sent to Tri-State Insulation acknowledging their years as a vendor. Faron Wahl gave an update on his research on naming rights for the buildings. 
8. Executive Session: None
9. Adjournment: Moved to adjourn by Tom Harmon; seconded by Erin Yost; motion carried by roll call vote. 
This meeting is being held in a physically accessible place.  Individuals needing assistance, pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, should contact the South Dakota State Fair at (605/353-7340) in advance of the meeting to make any necessary arrangements.
