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Thank you so much for having us here today to talk about the impact the SD Freedom Scholarship has had at SDSU. 
I am Beth Vollan the from the SDSU Financial Aid Office, and I really appreciate the opportunity to be here today to talk about the Freedom Scholarship is helping out students. 


THE BIG PICTURE
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$6,438,501 2,048 266

Scholarships Graduates
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So to start off, we wanted to go over the big picture of what the SD Freedom Scholarship has meant to SDSU students.

To date we have disbursed over 6. 4 million dollars.
We have paid 2,048 separate scholarships to over 1000 students 

And we have had 266 Freedom Scholarship recipients graduated including 38 Nursing students. 


$6,438,501 total Freedom Funds plus SDSU Foundation Jackrabbit PLUS.
$5,972,612 Freedom funds.

Updated to include fall 2025 disbursed scholarships and recipients as of 10-23-2025	
1077 unique recipients.

266 graduates through summer 2025. Includes 38 BS Nursing.



PERCENTAGE OF STUDENT COSTS

Tuition and Fees $9,554 South Dakota State University
Housing and Meal Plan $10,648 ’l ' Q
Annual Cost of Attendance $20,202 @ ¢
First-Year SD Freedom + Jackrabbit Plus  $5,000 T"‘“‘g‘ f‘ Fees . Full Cost:
nly

Average Jackrabbit Plus Award $1,200- (0)

52% 25%
Returner SD Freedom $3,000 Covered Covered

Fall 2024 & 2025 Class - $0 Jackrabbit Plus Funding Required to Fulfil a $5,000 SD Freedom Scholarship
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This slide really shows the impact of the scholarship on an individual student’s costs.�Student’s who live on campus pay about $20,000 in tuition and fees and housing and meals. 
First year students are receiving $5000 in scholarships with continuing students receiving $3000.

And for first-year students, the Freedom scholarship covers about 25% of those costs.

When look at just tuition and fees. The first year Freedom Scholarship is covering over half of those costs.

Initially, in order make sure all incoming students who qualified received $5000, SDSU was covering a portion of the $5000 commitment with a Jackrabbit PLUS award, but we were able to stop that after 2023.�


FREEDOM SCHOLARSHIP RETENTION

First-Year Students
Fall 2024 Persistence Retention
Freedom Recipient 97.5% 89.9%

Pell Recipients 93.5% 79.4%

All 93.3% 83.0%
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97.5 percent of the Freedom recipients in the fall 2024 first-time cohort persisted to the spring 2025 and 89.9 percent of those students were retained to this fall.
When we compare that to all students in the first-year cohort and students in that cohort who were Pell recipients, we see that both persistence to second term and retention rates for Freedom recipients are significantly higher.
More than 80 percent of our Freedom Scholarships go to students are also Pell eligible, so we think there is some significance in comparing to the rates for Pell students. 
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		Finanical Aid Year 22-23 Freedom Scholarship Recipients

																				2223 Pell Recipients (paid/transmitted)

		Fall 22 Enrolled 

		Student Type		Initial Fall 22 Count		# Persisted Spring 23		% Persisted Spring 23		# Retained Fall 23		% Retained Fall 23								Student Type		Initial Fall 22 Count		# Persisted Spring 23		% Persisted Spring 23		# Retained Fall 23		% Retained Fall 23

		First Time (Fall 22 Cohorts)		180		163		90.6%		153		85.0%								First Time (Fall 22 Cohorts)*		425		383		90.1%		309		72.7%

		Continuing*		282		263		93.3%		202		71.6%								Fall 22 First Time Full Time Bachelors Cohort Only		383		349		91.1%		291		76.0%

		Transfer		18		17		94.4%		15		83.3%								*Note:  Includes students in the FTFT Bachelors, FTFT Associates, FTPT Bachelors and FTPT Associates Cohorts

		Readmit		1		1		100.0%		1		100.0%

		Total		481		444		92.3%		371		77.1%

		Spring 23 Enrolled 

		Student Type		Initial Spring 23 Count		# Persisted Fall 23		% Persisted Fall 23		# Retained Spring 24		% Retained Spring 24

		First Time (Spring 23)		7		5		71.4%		5		71.4%

		Continuing*		4		3		75.0%		3		75.0%

		Transfer		9		7		77.8%		7		77.8%

		Readmit		0		0		ERROR:#DIV/0!		0		ERROR:#DIV/0!

		Total		20		15		75.0%		15		75.0%



		Not enrolled in SDSU sections for 22-23 aid year						3

		Total 22-23 Freedom Scholarship Recipients

		Student Type		Headcount

		First Time 		187

		Continuing		286

		Transfer		27

		Readmit		1

		Not Enrolled In SDSU Sections during 22-23		3

		Total		504





		Finanical Aid Year 23-24 Freedom Scholarship recipients

																				2324 Pell Recipients (paid/transmitted)

		Fall 23 Enrolled 

		Student Type		Initial Fall 23 Count		# Persisted Spring 24		% Persisted Spring 24		# Retained Fall 24		% Retained Fall 24								Student Type		Initial Fall 23 Count		# Persisted Spring 24		% Persisted Spring 24		# Retained Fall 24		% Retained Fall 24

		First Time (Fall 23 Cohorts)		199		186		93.5%		165		82.9%								First Time (Fall 23 Cohorts)*		478		436		91.2%		376		78.7%

		Continuing*		295		281		95.3%		199		67.5%								Fall 23 First Time Full Time Bachelors Cohort Only		436		398		91.3%		349		80.0%

		Transfer		1		1		100.0%		1		100.0%								*Note:  Includes students in the FTFT Bachelors, FTFT Associates, FTPT Bachelors and FTPT Associates Cohorts

		Readmit		1		1		100.0%		0		0.0%

		Total		496		469		94.6%		365		73.6%

		Spring 24 Enrolled 

		Student Type		Initial Spring 24 Count		# Persisted Fall 24		% Persisted Fall 24		# Retained Spring 25		% Retained Spring 25

		First Time (Spring 24)		6		4		66.7%		4		66.7%

		Continuing*		3		2		66.7%		1		33.3%

		Transfer		3		2		66.7%		1		33.3%

		Readmit		0		0		ERROR:#DIV/0!		0		ERROR:#DIV/0!

		Total		12		8		66.7%		6		50.0%

		Note:  For continuing students- the persistence and retention numbers includes those students that for the initial semester were UG and then either persisted or were retained at either an UG or GR level

		Not enrolled in SDSU sections for 23-24 aid year but was enrolled in 2024FA. 						1

		Total 23-24 Freedom Scholarship Recipients

		Student Type		Headcount

		First Time 		205

		Continuing		298

		Transfer		4

		Readmit		1

		Not Enrolled In SDSU Sections during 23-24		1

		Total		509





		Finanical Aid Year 24-25 Freedom Scholarship Recipients

																				2425 Pell Recipients (paid/transmitted)

		Fall 24 Enrolled 

		Student Type		Initial Fall 24 Count		# Persisted Spring 25		% Persisted Spring 25		# Retained Fall 25		% Retained Fall 25								Student Type		Initial Fall 24 Count		# Persisted Spring 25		% Persisted Spring 25		# Retained Fall 25		% Retained Fall 25

		First Time (Fall 24 Cohorts)		159		155		97.5%		143		89.9%								First Time (Fall 24 Cohorts)*		573		536		93.5%		455		79.4%

		Continuing		333		320		96.1%		243		73.0%								Fall 24 First Time Full Time Bachelors Cohort Only		530		499		94.2%		422		79.6%

		Transfer		3		3		100.0%		3		100.0%								*Note:  Includes students in the FTFT Bachelors, FTFT Associates, FTPT Bachelors and FTPT Associates Cohorts

		Readmit		1		1		100.0%		0		0.0%

		Total		496		479		96.6%		389		78.4%

		Spring 25 Enrolled 

		Student Type		Initial Spring 25 Count		# Persisted Fall 25		% Persisted Fall 25

		First Time (Spring 25)		0		0		ERROR:#DIV/0!

		Continuing		2		0		0.0%

		Transfer		0		0		ERROR:#DIV/0!

		Readmit		0		0		ERROR:#DIV/0!

		Total		2		0		0.0%

		Note:  For continuing students- the persistence and retention numbers includes those students that for the initial semester were UG and then either persisted or were retained at either an UG or GR level

		Not enrolled in SDSU sections for aid year						1

		Total 24-25 Freedom Scholarship Recipients

		Student Type		Headcount

		First Time 		159

		Continuing		335

		Transfer		3

		Readmit		1

		Not Enrolled In SDSU Sections during 24-25		1

		Total		499





		Freedom Scholarship Recipients Summary Aid Years 22-23 through 24-25



		Headcount of Unduplicated Recipients between 22-23 to 24-25				882

		Headcount of Recipients receiving Freedom Scholarship for 1 Year				424

		Headcount of Recipients receiving Freedom Scholarship for 2 Year				286

		Headcount of Recipients receiving Freedom Scholarship for 3 Year				172

		Freedom Scholarship Recipient Graduates by Term



				FY2023				FY2024						FY2025

				202280		202310		202350		202380		202410		202450		202480		202510

		Headcount of Freedom Scholarship Recipient Graduates		9		49		10		14		86		11		16		67

		Note:  The counts in each term represent the highest degree earned between 202280 and 202510 by the student.  If a student was awarded an associates degree in 202350, but then was awarded a bachelors degree in 202410, the student is counted in 202410 and not 202350.  
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				First-Year Students

				Fall 2024		Persistence		Retention

				Freedom Recipient		97.5%		89.9%

				Pell Recipients		93.5%		79.4%

				All		93.3%		83.0%														2022		Persistence		Retention

																						Freedom Recipient		90.6%		85.0%

																						Pell Recipients		90.1%		72.7%

																						All		93.0%		82.90%

																						2023		Persistence		Retention

																						Freedom Recipient		93.5%		82.9%

				2024		Persistence		Retention														Pell Recipients		91.2%		78.7%

				Freedom Recipient		97.5%		89.9%														All		94.0%		83.80%

				Pell Recipients		93.5%		79.4%

				All		93.3%		83.0%






STUDENT STORIES
ADDISON

« SDSU Wokini Scholar
= Challenging family situation

« SD Freedom made college possible

“The Freedom Scholarship impacted not only the decision to attend SDSU but

the reassurance that college would be manageable all four years.”
--Lisa Schramm—SDSU Admissions Office
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In addition to providing the numbers the numbers that Dr. Willis just went through showing that big picture impact of the Freedom Scholarship on our student population,
we also wanted to share some student stories that we feel really demonstrate the positive impact of this program at the individual student level. 
These are real student stories, but in the interest of privacy  I did change the names.�
The first student we wanted to tell you about is Addison who is one of our Wokini scholars.�
Addison worked with Lisa Schramm in our Admissions Office.
And Addison was brought to the attention of Lisa because she has a very challenging family situation. 
Addison did not live with her family during high school, 
and was basically completely on her own with no family support or guidance as she tried to enrolled in college as an 18 year old.
Even after the Wokini scholarship and the federal grants and loans, Addison still needed additional funds to cover her costs.
For Addison, the SD Freedom Scholarship made the difference between attending college and not attending. 

For many of our SD Freedom recipients, the scholarship means they don’t have to take on as much debt, but for students like Addison who don’t have anyone to cosign a loan for them, the Freedom Scholarship is what allows them to attend college.


STUDENT STORIES
THEO

= Non-traditional first-generation student
= Substitute teaching-loves classroom

= Was going to stop-out due to funding, but
Freedom allowed him to continue

= Will graduate with education degree this fall.

“The Freedom Scholarship has had a huge impact on our ability to help South

Dakota students find ways to cover educational costs and succeed in college”
--Shyan Smith—SDSU Financial aid Office
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I also wanted to share Theo’s story
Theo is a non-traditional student who did not have the opportunity to attend college after high school.
So he got a job, he got married and started a family. 
A few years later, the pandemic hit and his employer was no longer able to offer him full-time employment. 
He started substitute teaching as a second job to help provide for his family.
It turned out that he loved teaching and was really effective in the classroom.
And the administration recognized his potential to be a great teacher and encouraged him to enroll at SDSU.
He started at SDSU, but after a few years, he decided he was going to have to drop out because of the financial strain of attending college as well as supporting a family. 
He came to the Financial Aid Office, and we were able to award him the SD Freedom Scholarship which was allowed him to continue as a full-time student who is on track to graduate in December.�
Shyan Smith who worked with Theo, talks about how grateful and how joyful Theo was when he realized he would be able to continue at SDSU.
She said he called his wife on the spot to let her know
And said being able to provide Theo with a Freedom Scholarship was one of those moments that really reminded her of why she works in Financial Aid and makes her feel like she is making a difference.
I think both Theo and Addison’s stories are remarkable, but they are not unusual. We have hundreds of students who are achieving their college and career dreams because of the South Dakota Freedom Scholarship.
And we are very grateful for SD Freedom funds and for the help and the support that they are providing to our students. 
�


THANK YOU!
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