
 
SOUTH DAKOTA CONSERVATION COMMISSION  

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING TO DISCUSS THE MERGER OF THE BROWN 
MARSHALL AND SOUTH BROWN CONSERVATION DISTRICTS INTO A NEW 

CONSERVATION DISTRICT  
 

A public hearing will be held at Library Room #117 located on 1200 South Jay Street of 
the Northern State University Campus, Aberdeen, SD on January 25, 2022 at 1:00 p.m. 
CST to discuss the merger of the Brown-Marshall and South Brown conservation 
districts pursuant to SDCL 38-8-23.  
 
Brown-Marshall and South Brown conservation districts passed resolutions in January 
of 2022 to merge into one conservation district pursuant to SDCL 38-8-22.1.  
 
Persons interested in presenting data, opinions, and arguments for or against the above 
two districts merging may do so by appearing in person at the hearing or virtually via 
https://tinyurl.com/sa7n33r6 or by telephone at 605-679-7263 with a conference code of 
348447194# (if prompted). 
 
Notice is further given to individuals with disabilities that this hearing is being held in a 
physically accessible place. Please notify the Department of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources at least 48 hours before the public hearing if you have special needs for 
which special arrangements must be made. The telephone number for making special 
arrangements is 605.773.3623 or by emailing Kim Paxton at kim.paxton@state.sd.us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 BROWN-MARSHALL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
PO Box 84 

Hecla   SD    57446 
Phone 605-994-7016 

 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

January 3, 2022 
1:00 p.m. 

  
Dana X Mahlon X Rory X Lynn X Teri X  Jaime A 

 
CALL TO ORDER – Chairman Dennert called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 
      

MINUTES – December minutes were read and approved as printed. 
  

FINANCIAL REPORTS – Motion by Ruenz, seconded by Spurr that the 
December Financial Report and all bills presented be approved for 
payment.  The motion carried unanimously. 
       
NRCS REPORT Jaime Rindels  No Report given 
 
ONGOING Business 
 

 Merger – Following discussion:  Whereas; the Brown-Marshall 
Board purposes a merger with South Brown Conservation 
District to offer the following benefits:  better serve the whole 
county of Brown by combining services and efforts of staffing for 
both Districts by creating one new Conservation District.  This 
one District would help alleviate staffing issues within both the 
current Districts, utilize Federal Staff on location, and be more 
producer efficient. 
Motion by Ruenz, seconded  by Traxinger that the Brown-
Marshall Conservation District unanimously supports the 
merger of the Brown-Marshall Conservation District and 
South Brown Conservation District into one District for all 
of Brown County.  The motion carried unanimously. 
The Resulotion: 
2022-01:  Resolved the Brown-Marshall Conservation District 
supports submission of the following question to the voters on 
the 2022 general election ballot:  For combination of Brown-
Marshall Conservation District and South Brown Conservation 
District, both lying in Brown County, effective January 1, 2023. 
 

o Public Hearing Tuesday, January 25th @ 1:00, Aberdeen 
 Place to be determined 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
  

 Tree Orders/Plans 2022 – No new plans at this time 



 Coteau Area Booth at SD Soil Health Convention, Aberdeen, 
January 18 & 19 – BMCD helping sponsor and work  

 Joint Powers with SBCD – sent request to keep as was in  2021 to 
SBCD. 

 Drill Acres from SBCD – check received for $2075.40 (approx. 692 
acres) 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

 Bill pay authorization - Motion by Traxinger, seconded by 
Ruenz  to authorize the District Manager, Judy Skoglund, to 
pay financial obligations prior to a board meeting, and also 
signature authority on the Districts behalf when necessary 
for the year 2022.  The motion carried unanimously. 

• 2022 Meeting schedule – Motion by Spurr, seconded by 
Mikkonen that the meeting schedule be left as is:  the 2nd 
Tuesday of the month at 1:00 on an as needed basis.  The 
motion carried unanimously.  

 2022 Contests - Motion by Ruenz, seconded by Mikkonen that 
prize money for contest winners be set at; Local Speech 
Contest $50, all others $25, $15 & $10.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 

• JRWDD – Request for funding.  Letter requesting funding in 2022 
was signed by Chairman and will be sent to JRWDD. 

• SDACD Membership Dues, SDACDE and Tree Research 
Contributions – Motion by Traxinger, seconded by Spurr that 
the SDACD membership dues and tree research 
contributions totaling $1003 be paid. The motion carried 
unanimously.  

• SDPAA – Revised Intergovernmental Contract was signed and 
returned. 

• Yearly Financial Reports – The yearly financial reports as 
presented were reviewed by the board. Motion by Ruenz, 
seconded by Spurr to approve the yearly financial reports. 
The motion carried unanimously. 
 

 
OTHER BUSINESS - None 

 
PERSONELL:   Tree Crew - Manager will check with 2021 crew the end of 
January, and proceed from there. 
 
Motion by Traxinger, seconded by Ruenz that Manager be paid $1000 in 
lieu of retirement contribution for 2021.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE  
 
ADJOURNMENT – Meeting adjourned at 1:50 p.m. 
Next Meeting – January 25th, Aberdeen 
 
Draft Minutes submitted by:  Judy  Skoglund 
 








































