


MEETING MINUTES
SOUTH DAKOTA CORRECTIONS COMMISSION
Remotely via Microsoft Teams
May 19, 2026
11:00AM – 12:30PM CT

The meeting was called to order by Chair Wittman at 11:01 AM.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Rep. Kadyn Wittman – Chair 
Mark Anderson
Rep. John Hughes
Judge Christina Klinger 
David McGirr 
Judge Jon Sogn
Sen. Duhamel

MEMBERS NOT PRESENT:
Sen. Red Dawn Foster

DOC STAFF PRESENT:
Nick Lamb, Secretary of Corrections
Brent Fluke, Deputy Secretary of Corrections
Brittni Skipper, Director of Finance and Administration
Michael Winder, Public Information Officer
Nicole Norwick, Constituent Services Coordinator
Carrie DeLange, Executive Assistant 
Brad Lewandowski, Director of Parole 
Kayla Stucky, Associate Director of Field Operations 
Bridget Coppersmith, Associate Director of Planning and Analysis 
Renè Stolsmark, Associate Director of Prison Industries 
Alex Reyes, Warden, Mike Durfee State Prison

WELCOME: 
· Chair Wittman welcomed all to the meeting and attendance roll call was conducted. The quorum was met and the meeting started. 

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
· Sogn made a motion to approve minutes from December 3, 2025 meeting. Hughes seconded.

ANNUAL OPEN MEETING REVIEW:
· Wittman asked committee members to review the updated open meeting laws on their own time and report back with any questions or concerns.

PAROLE SUPERVISION UPDATES:
· Lewandowski and Stucky provided an overview of the parole system, including key definitions, the parole release process, statutory requirements, and population statistics.
· Stucky highlighted recent parole reforms, including the Enhanced Compliance Unit (ECU), which uses experienced agents to supervise the most high-risk offenders.
· Stucky also noted plans to pursue additional legislative requests for staffing and budget support.

SMARTER SUPERVISION INITIATIVE GRANT:
· Coppersmith introduced the Smarter Supervision initiative, outlining focus areas of reporting and data capacity, community partnerships, and parole agent training.
· The first step was submission of a federal grant application to the Bureau of Justice Assistance back in March, supported by letters from Governor Rhoden and Lt. Governor Venhuizen.
· The Council of State Governments Justice Center would likely serve as the technical assistance and subrecipient partner for the grant award.
· Official response to the application is expected in the coming months.

PHEASANTLAND OPPORTUNITY PLAN:
· Stolsmark presented the Pheasantland Opportunity Plan (POP), a workforce pipeline using certifications, leadership development, and community partnerships to support reentry and reduce recidivism.
· POP provides individualized work readiness planning within four years of release, aligned with employer and labor market needs.
· Training includes certifications and skills in logistics, safety, leadership, communication, and job readiness.

SD STATE PENITENTIARY SEMINARY PROGRAM:
· Lamb highlighted both documented research and his personal experience regarding the benefits of prison seminary programs. 
· There continues to be strong legislative support for establishing a seminary program in South Dakota.
· The college selection and program development process is ongoing. 

MIKE DURFEE STATE PRISON FORGE PROGRAM: 
· Reyes discussed the FORGE (Future Opportunity Respect Gratitude Empowerment) program initiative which is an evidence-based program based around author Stephen Covey’s The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People. 
· Anticipated results are reduced recidivism, fewer disciplinary reports, decreased staff turnover, and improved safety and well-being for offenders and staff.
· The program currently has 11 mentors and 31 mentees.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
· There were no public comments.

SCHEDULING OF NEXT MEETING:
· The next meeting was not scheduled. At the request of Wittman, a scheduling poll will be sent out to members to determine the location, date, and time of the next meeting. 

ADJOURN:
· Wittman requested a motion to adjourn. A motion for adjournment was made by Duhamel and seconded by Sogn. The meeting adjourned at 11:55AM CT.
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