
Present: Lorenzo Bettelyoun, President Brian Brown, Member
Amy Boutchee, Member
Valentina Merdanian, Member (Virtual) Brian Wagner, Member

Department of Education staff in attendance: Melissa Bothun and Anna King
Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance, and Roll Call:

The Hagen-Harvey Memorial Scholarship Board was called to order by Brown at approximately 1:13pm.

Adoption of Agenda:

Boutchee made a motion to amend the agenda. Motion seconded by Wagner. The motion prevailed by voice vote: agenda adopted as amended.
Approval of Minutes:

Brown moved to approve minutes as amended. Motion second by Boutchee. The motion prevailed by voice vote. Minutes approved.

Public Comment:
No individuals were registered nor present to make public comment.

Available Funding:

Funding report was given by Melissa Bothun with the Department of Education. Pursuant to SDCL , the total amount of awards in any year may not invade the principal investment referenced in § 13-55-37. The fund report, generated on March 20th 2026, was shared with the Board. Available interest for scholarship disbursement for the 26/27 school year was $79,869.79. Of this amount, $39,140.67 was accrued in the current year. The interest balance carried forward was $40,729.12.
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Discussion with the Board about how many applicants to award for 2026 based on funding available was held.

Continuation Scholarships
There are currently 16 continuation scholarships for the 26-27 school year. 5 in year four, 6 in year three, and 5 in year two.


Determination of Scholarships to be Awarded 25-26
Board put in a request for more information from legal about homeschool applicant requirements.

Board member Merdanian joined the meeting via zoom at 1:45pm

The Board determined to award 4 scholarships with 1 alternate for the 26-27 school year. 
Continuation Scholarship letters will be sent out in the coming week to all continuing scholarship recipients. An Eligibility Letter and Eligibility Form will be sent. The Eligibility Letter informs continuing scholarship recipients of the deadlines for the Eligibility Form and official post-secondary transcript.

Selection of Scholarship Recipients
Wagner motioned to award the selected applicants, second by Merdanian. 

Application Process
Bothun gave an overview of the application process. 

Motion by Brown for a scholarship application due date of February 26th, 2027. Second by Wagner. 

Review of Board Terms
Motion by Wagner for Merdanian to be considered for reappointment for another term, second by Boutchee.

Motion by Brown for Executive Session to proceed Available Funding on the 2027 board meeting agenda. 

Future Meeting Schedule
To be determined at a later date. 

Executive Session:
The Board members moved into executive session to discuss applicant details for the 2026 award year at 1:57 p.m. The Board moved out of executive session at 2:42 p.m.


Scholarships were awarded to the following applicants:

Rory Kiyukan
Hayden Thompson
Marley Wells
Kylan West




One Alternative Selected:
Carter Merrill

Adjournment:
Brown made a motion to have the meeting adjourned and seconded by Boutchee. Meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:57 p.m. CDT.
