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As David shares, we welcomed approximately 500 people to the opening of the State Museum on July 1st. Since then, as of this writing we have had 1379 visitors to the museum and a total of 2321 visitors to the building for research in the Archives, participate in events or meetings, and other issues. We are working to spread the word about our meeting spaces with the goal of making the building more and more part of the local community life. We also plan to be front and center for the coming legislative session. We look forward to opening the museum later in the Spring of next year.  Catherine has more details about the Foundation’s fundraising efforts. If you know someone who can make a gift, please point them to us.

The week of August 17 saw the research visits of this year’s two Whitlock Research Fellows. One of them is working on South Dakota’s contribution to the 1893 World’s Fair and the other researcher is researching rural women’s contributions to the life and culture of WWII-era South Dakota. This research fellowship program is now in its third year and we hope to glean the fruits of these efforts with articles and books in the future. The funding is provided by the Agnes Whitlock land sale that occurred in 2017. Interest from those proceeds are used to support this research with a travel stipend to bring people to Pierre. We then expect them to submit an article to South Dakota History for consideration. If you know of graduate students or scholars who need travel funds to Pierre for their research, please share this annual opportunity with them. We send out notices and applications in the Dec / Jan time frame for work the following summer.

The Harvey Dunn Society in De Smet recently donated Dunn’s iconic Stetson to the museum. We were very pleased to receive it as the museum had nothing of his personal property in the collection.  Unfortunately, this is common for notable people in our state’s history. The Museum has nothing from Theodore Shultz or Earnest Lawrence (the state’s two Nobel Prize recipients) we have nothing from the Astors, the Hearsts, or Denny Sanford. The museum has nothing from Black Elk, Mamie or Gladys Pyle, Valentine McGillycuddy, Richard Pettigrew, Bob Barker, Tom Brokaw, Adam Vinateiri or Billy Mills. Odds are, if they weren’t a Governor, having a personal item of a notable South Dakotan is rare.  If you have the opportunity to approach an heir or living notable South Dakotan, please check with us first and then feel free to inquire. We are actively working to retain something from the people above as well as people not so famous, but still had an impact on our state’s history. But for now, we’re thankful for the Dunn Society’s gracious donation.

We have a couple more events regarding America 250 this year. The first is helping to organize the national America 250 oral histories this month in South Dakota. We are working to pull together the state’s time capsule for an event on November 2. The common reading of the Declaration of Independence on July 8th went very well. We were one of 1100 such readings around the country. SDPB broadcast it live and it’s available now online. That and other events we’ve supported has made 2026 a meaningful year for South Dakota and a productive year for the Society in getting to know new friends around the state.

Lastly, I want to say a big thank you to Braeden for his excellent work over the past two years. He moves on to a new position in the museum, but he’s ably served you all well and it will be tough to replace him. 
 
