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RECORD OF DEACCESSION
Deaccession No.: 216
Accession No.:  90-0096
Site No.:  39HU0010
Catalog Nos.:  See attached inventory (Partial Collection)
Description: Fragmentary ancestral remains representing 62 individuals, plus a total of 252 funerary objects, as originally recovered during 1989-1990 construction projects at the Pierre Indian Learning Center and as later identified in the collection during a 2017-2019 BIA curation contract. The majority of the newly identified human remains and associated funerary objects were discovered in the soil, fraction, and residue associated with bulk soil samples that were specifically documented to have been recovered from discrete burial features. A limited number of human bone fragments were also identified within bulk faunal assemblages from cache pits and from previously disturbed contexts. Based on an assessment of the human remains and funerary objects, all available project record sets and archaeological site reports, the results of previous tribal consultation, and precedent repatriations as conducted in May 2009, the burials are definitively associated with the Extended (A.D. 1500 - A.D. 1675) and/or Post-Contact (A.D. 1675 - A.D. 1750) periods of the Coalescent Tradition. In particular, the limited number of European trade items (lead musket ball, metal ornament tinklers, and trade bead) placed with the burials, and the noticeable lack of any gun parts and finished metal knives at the site, suggest that the village was likely abandoned prior to A.D. 1750. These cultural periods have been linked historically, archaeologically, and physically to the Arikara. The Arikara are part of the Mandan, Hidatsa, and Arikara Nation that comprises the Three Affiliated Tribes of the Fort Berthold Reservation, North Dakota.
Reason: Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA). Public Law 101-601- November 16, 1990. Section 7, Repatriation. The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), Division of Environmental Services and Cultural Resources Management Museum Program, is ultimately responsible for tribal consultation and for submitting the applicable Federal Register publication(s) prior to repatriation to the culturally affiliated tribe(s). The ARC will generate Outgoing Transfer form(s) to document the BIA’s repatriation process following the 30-day comment period provided in the Federal Register publications; however, BIA representatives will be responsible for coordinating the transfer of the deaccessioned ancestral remains and/or funerary objects directly to the applicable tribal representatives.

Disposition: 
Name:  Rechanda Lee, Staff Curator
Institution/Agency: Bureau of Indian Affairs, Division of Environmental Services and Cultural Resources Management Museum Program
Address:  1001 Indian School Road NW, Mailbox 44 
City/State/Zip: Albuquerque, New Mexico 87104
Email: rechanda.lee@bia.gov
Ph.: (505) 917-4041
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