



AMERICA’S 250TH SOUTH DAKOTA COMMISSION MINUTES
Jay Vogt Education Room, Cultural Heritage Center
Pierre, South Dakota
January 21, 2025
Call to Order: 
A meeting of the South Dakota America’s 250th Commission was called to order at 3:33 p.m. by Commission Chairman Benjamin Jones. A quorum was present.
Commissioners present in the Jay Vogt Education Room: 
Benjamin Jones, Caleb Finck, David Grabitske, and Nick Harrington representing Kevin Robling
Commissioners present via TEAMS Conference Call: 
Peggy Besch, David Flute, Catherine Forsch, Kurt Hackemer, Shane Penfield and Tyler Tordsen
Commissioners absent: 
Julie Breu, James Hagen, Doug Knust, Marshall Michels, Tim Reed, George Seamon, Aaron Pollard
Others Present in the Jay Vogt Education Room:
Braeden Kluver (SDSHS)
Others Present via TEAMS Conference Call: 
SDPB, Kevin Larsen (SDSHS)
Adoption of the Agenda: 
A motion was made by Fink to adopt the agenda, Flute seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Approval of Board Minutes: 
Fink made a motion to approve the October 30, 2024 minutes, Harrington seconded motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Public Comment: (SDCL 1-25-1): 
None. 
Tourism Update:
· Jones gave an update from commissioner Hagen on the department of tourisms efforts to promote America’s 250th including: activities at the 2025 Governor’s Conference on Tourism, the recruitment of several tourism entities as A250 SD partners, America’s 250th logo being added to the 2026 South Dakota vacation guide, brainstorming 250 great events, content added to TravelSouthDakota.com, and continued development of the 250th passport. Commissioners were asked to spread awareness of America’s 250th to local city councils and organizations. 
New Business: 
· Liberty Bell
· Chairman Jones discussed incorporating the replica Liberty Bell into the 250th celebration. Commissioners were asked to think of a nomination process/ contest to select people to ring the Bell. 
· State Fair
· Commissioner Besch gave an update on the State Fair planning. The commissioners agreed the State Fair would be ideal as a kick-off event. Commissioner Flute brought up the possibility of kicking-off 250th festivities at the Sisseton Wahpeton Powwow. Commissioners Jones and Tordsen were asked to take the lead in reaching out and coordinating with the Sisseton Wahpeton tribe and tribal veteran organizations. 
· Two Lights for Tomorrow
· Chairman Jones explained the Two Lights for Tomorrow initiative to commemorate Paul Revere’s ride in 1775. For the week of April 18th, the commission wants to put two lights in the capitol rotunda. It was noted that April 18th is Good Friday and that may complicate efforts. Churches, schools, and other government buildings are encouraged to participate.
Other Business: 
· Read 250
· Updates to come next meeting
· Walk 250
· Harrington and GFP are excited to get underway this summer after successful testing this past summer.
· National time Capsule Criteria
· Commissioner Grabitske has not been given an update on the criteria but anticipates learning more details in the coming weeks.
· USD 250 Event Outcome
· Commissioner Hackemer updated the commission on the speaking event that USD hosted on November 13th, 2024. Hackemer felt results were mixed- due to low student turnout and limited speaker time. However, a recording was made by SDPB that can be used for future projects.
Next Meeting: 
· The next meeting will be held April 2nd at 3:00 pm Central Time in the Jay Vogt Education Room.

Adjournment: 
Fink made the motion for Adjournment. Forsch seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 4:17 p.m. 




I, Benjamin F. Jones, Director of the South Dakota State Historical Society, declare that these minutes are true, and an accurate reflection of the business conducted at the January 21, 2025, meeting of the America’s 250th South Dakota Commission. 
_______________________________                                                            _______________________________ 
Benjamin F. Jones, Ph.D.                                                                               Braeden Kluver
State Historian and Director                                                                        Assistant to the State Historian
South Dakota State Historical Society                                                   South Dakota State Historical Society 



