


Minutes of the
South Dakota Emergency Response Commission Meeting
Holiday Inn in Spearfish
September 15, 2026
5:15pm Mountain Time

Audio recording for this meeting is available on the South Dakota Boards and Commissions Portal at https://boardsandcommissions.sd.gov/Meetings.aspx?BoardID=36



Tina Titze called the meeting to order. Attendees introduced themselves and the roll call was taken. A quorum was present.


State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) Members Present: David Ackerman, Doug Hinkle, Jason Humphrey, Sean Kruger, Whitney Lutkemeier, Jackie McGuire, Tina Titze, Dustin Willett

SERC Members Absent: Andrew Canham, Janae Tostenson

Others Present: Rhett Howard (Office of Emergency Management), Kristi Turman (South Dakota Department of Public Safety), Kelsey Newling (South Dakota Department of Agricultural and Natural Resources (DANR), Sara Title III Coordinator), 
Michael Murphy (South Dakota Task Force One, South Dakota Department of Homeland Security), Mackenzie King (EPA Region 8), Eddie Murphy (US DOT PHMSA)

Approval of June 30, 2026, SERC Meeting Minutes:

Chairperson Tina Titze asked for a motion to approve the June 30, 2026, SERC meeting minutes. Motioned by Dustin Willett, seconded by Whitney Lutkemeier. Motion carried 8-0.

Federal Updates:

Mackenzie provided an update on EPA activities, noting that Erin is currently on maternity leave with no confirmed return date yet, but an update will be shared when available. Erin serves as an Emergency Planner for Region 8, and she and Mackenzie split responsibilities for the EPA Region 8 states. Mackenzie covers Colorado, Utah, and Wyoming, and Erin covers North Dakota, South Dakota, and Montana. Together, they support SERC functions across the region. EPA plans to update both the Regional Contingency Plan (RCP) and the Area Contingency Plan (ACP) in the upcoming fiscal year. The Regional Response Team will receive drafts of these plans and be asked to provide feedback, and anyone else interested in giving input can request a copy from Mackenzie. No additional updates were reported.

Eddie Murphy with US DOT PHMSA gave an update. Award HMEP grants money will be coming out at the end of the month.  

LEPC Grant Application Package – DANR:

Kelsey gave an update on the LEPC grant, noting that this year’s grant amount is $61,847.32. Board members received an email with the grant package, which has not changed since the last meeting. She explained that the affidavit provided by the legal team cannot be changed and was approved on Friday. It was not included in the packet, but it is available through her if anyone wishes to review it. The grant package includes an application guide and five forms: 
· Certification of Eligibility, 
· Grant Agreement, 
· Activity and Expenditure Summary, 
· Request for LEPC Grant Carryover, and the 
· LEPC Grant Application. 

An Activity and Expenditure sheet will also be added, tailored individually to each grant. The cover letter states that applications must be submitted by November 30, 2026, either hand‑delivered, emailed, or postmarked by that date, as late submissions cannot be accepted. Kelsey emphasized that she needs adequate time to review applications and prepare them for the SERC so any questions or issues can be addressed at the December meeting, where the grants will be awarded. Dustin Willett asked how this year’s $61,847.32 compares to last year’s amount, and Kelsey explained that last year’s grant was $81,000. The decrease is due to additional staffing support now being funded, and she noted that next year’s amount will likely be even lower because the Tier II database must be updated to meet EPA and OSHA requirements. She added that although fluctuations occur, having around $61,000 is typical for LEPC grants.

Chairperson Tina Titze asked for a motion to approve the LEPC Grant Package.  Motioned by Jackie McGuire, seconded by Doug Hinkle. Motion carried 8-0.

Regional Haz Mat Team Update – HLS:

Mike Murphy from South Dakota Homeland Security, South Dakota Task Force One reported that there are no new updates at this time. The team plans to meet again in two months to discuss and determine what the training calendar for the next year will look like.


Sturgis Rally Update – OEM:
Tina Titze from the Office of Emergency Management and Public Safety provided an update on the Sturgis Rally. Overall, it was a busy rally, but attendance numbers were down compared to the five‑year average. Weather played a significant role, with certain days seeing the lowest changes in attendance. The largest drop was on Wednesday, which was the rainiest day of the rally, with attendance down 23.6% compared to the five‑year average. The beginning of the rally saw slight increases, with Friday and Saturday up about 2.5%, but otherwise attendance ranged from 7.5% down to the 23.6% drop on Wednesday.

DUI arrests remained steady, with the district reporting a total of 114 this year compared to 119 last year. Misdemeanor drug arrests decreased from 266 last year to 221 this year. Total citations increased slightly to 1,709, up from 1,524 last year.

Environmental Events Update – DANR:

Jackie McGuire reported that environmental spill events have increased in 2026, largely due to a heavy freeze-thaw cycle that caused leaks in above‑ground storage tanks, including two at a pipeline terminal. Over the past year and a half, the department has also seen more concerns related to agricultural chemical runoff and groundwater complaints. When issues are reported, staff perform site visits, conduct sampling, and sometimes involve consultants for potential remediation, though many problems stem from poor management or housekeeping practices. Trucking‑related incidents have also increased in frequency, with semis overturning and drivers not fully understanding the hazards of their cargo, creating challenges for first responders and the department. So far, 143 environmental events have been logged in 2026, with 137 investigated, and overall case numbers remain typical, with seasonal surges during harvest and winter weather. Significant incidents this year include a February semi rollover releasing 1,600 gallons of insecticide in Union County, a semi fire near Wasta, and a semi tanker diesel fire at the Richmond Dam. Looking ahead, the department is planning a PFAS foam collection event in spring 2027. DANR is always looking for opportunities to visit LEPC’s and attend hazardous materials training events.   

HMEP Grants, Training, and Planning Report – OEM:

Rhett Howard from the Office of Emergency Management reported that the HMEP25 grant total granted contractually = $125,506.00, with $90,760.53 spent and $34,745.47 remaining. Fourteen of nineteen projects for the grant year are complete, including Sioux Falls Fire Rescue’s 40‑hour marine oil spill technician‑level training (TEEX) for two first responders’ certification, SFFR utilized just $7,141.19 of $10,340.00 granted to them, leaving $3,198.81un-spent granted funds. Bennett County purchased 2 Rescue Randy Dummy’s and 2 buckets of firefighting foam for training that are eligible for reimbursement; Codington County will receive reimbursement for its $4,800.00 Hazmat emergency response plan update upon paperwork completion; Rapid City Fire Rescue is still finalizing paperwork for a $6,234.00 conference reimbursement. Upcoming airport rescue firefighting (ARFF) training courses include Aberdeen Fire Rescue at $4,950.00 and Watertown Fire Rescue at $10,500.00, totaling $15,450.00. A PHMSA HMEP25 close‑out meeting is scheduled for October 1, and while HMEP 2026 grant information is still pending, the 2026 HMEP award amount will be $116,521.00.

Public Comment Period:

No comments

Other Business:

The next SERC meeting is set for Tuesday, December 29, 2026. 

Adjourn:

Chairperson Tina Titze asked for a motion to adjourn. Motioned by Dustin Willett, seconded by Whitney Lutkemeier. Motion carried 8-0.
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