
State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 07/01/2024 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: ‐$                   ‐$                               

Commission Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

April 2024

Aurora Conservation Education & Awareness

12/31/2026

3,000.00$                         

1,500.00$                         

1,500.00$                         

Aurora County is requesting cost share to assist in help in the promotion of natural resources in Aurora County. Some of the 
activities include, but not limited but not limited to, Arbor Day, State Fair, conservation Speech Contest, local newspapers, website, 
facebook promotions, booth materials, and education actitivies in the schools, and public. Putting an article in the papers will be 
costly for the district. 

● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.                                                  
● Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified 
maximum.





{p

BUDGET SHEET 

The total for each of these three sections should equal the “Total Project Cost” on page 1. 

A. Operating Budget
1. Salary/Benefits   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .
2. Travel   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .
3. Contractual Services   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 
4. Supplies   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 
5. Equipment (list major equipment)   .   .   .   .
6. Consultation Services   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .

Total Project Costs   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .     __________________ 
__________________ 
__________________ 
__________________ 

______________ 
__________________ 
__________________ 

This total must equal _____________

B. Activity Budget

1.
2. 
3.
4. 
5. 
6.
7.
8.  

Activity Grant Funds Local Funds Local In-Kind Other Funds Total

Totals 
This total must equal

C. Project Partners

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Partners Amount Cash Amount In-Kind Total

This total must equal

Totals

Please  application and attachments to the South Dakota Department of Agriculture .
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State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 07/01/2024 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: ‐$               ‐$                               

Commission Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DENR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:
Renovation and Tree Planting 2023-25 07/01/2023 06/30/2024 $36,000.00 $32,760.00

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

waiting for updated budget

‐$                                     

Invasive plants have become a problem for most of the landowners along the Missour River in Brule, Buffalo, and Lyman Counties. BBCD would 
eradicate the invasive plant species (cedars being of primary concern) and restore grasslands. Upon returning to many of these sites to check for 
grass establishment, we found that there is excellent grass re-growth. Landowners in the named counties will be able to increase their livestock 
numbers and acquire more acres in their grazing systems. This grant will assist landowners to remove invasive species so they can control any 
smaller invasives that might establish in the future. 

 ● The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2024 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other restrictions as listed there.
● All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting. 
● Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
● District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.
● The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
● Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the grant.

18,250.00$                         

April 2024

Brule-Buffalo Multi-County Brush Management

12/31/2025

36,500.00$                         



SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY DIVISION 
523 East Capitol Avenue 

Pierre, SD 57501 
Phone: 605.773.3623   Fax: 605.773.3481 

sdda.sd.gov 
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Signature of Reviewer __________________________________ Title ____________________________ Date __________________ 

Signature of Approval __________________________________ Title ____________________________ Date __________________ 
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GRANT APPLICATION FORM 
Applicant Information 

Organization: _________________________________ Mailing Address: ________________________________ 

Telephone: ___________________________________ City: ______________ State: ____ Zip: ______________ 
Tax Status: ___________________________________ 

Project Contact 

Project Officer: _______________________________   Telephone: ____________________________________ 
Fax: ________________________________________   Email: ________________________________________ 

Project Information 

Project Name: __________________________________ 

Start Date: ______________ End Date: ______________ 
Legal description:   County _________________________ 
Township: __________________ Range: _____________ 

Section: ___________________  Qtr: ______________ 

Financia l Information 

Grant funds  requested: _____________ Partner contributions (total): _____________ Total project cost: _____________ 
Please provide a brief, descriptive summary of the project:

Type of Grant 

Mountain Pine Beetle 

Invasive Species 

Community Forestry Conservation Grant 

Insect/Disease 

Forest Stewardship 

Other (specify): _________________________ 

I hereby certify that to the best of my knowledge and belief, this application is true and correct. I further agree to 
comply with the provisions of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and regulations issued thereunder relating to 
nondiscrimination in federally assisted programs. 

Applicant Signature ______________________________________________ Title ________________________  Date ______________ 
 A copy of the state required W-9 form must be attached to this application. 

 

 

 

 

https://bfm.sd.gov/vendor/Substitute_W-9_SD.pdf
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BUDGET SHEET 

The total for each of these three sections should equal the “Total Project Cost” on page 1. 

A. Operating Budget
 

1. Salary/Benefits   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 
2. Travel   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 
3. Contractual Services   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 
4. Supplies   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  
5. Equipment (list major equipment)   .   .   .   . 
6. Consultation Services   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 

 

Total Project Costs   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .     __________________ 
__________________ 
__________________ 
__________________ 
 ______________ 

__________________ 
__________________ 

 This total must equal _____________ 

B. Activity Budget

  1. 
  2. 
  3. 
  4. 
  5. 
  6. 
  7. 
  8.  

Activity Grant Funds Local Funds Local In-Kind Other Funds Total 

Totals 
 This total must equal 

 
C. Project Partners

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Partners
 

Amount Cash Amount In-Kind Total 

This total must equal 
 

Totals
 

Please send application and attachments to the South Dakota Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources. 

AGPR17570
Cross-Out



 

 

Brule Buffalo ConservaƟon District January board meeƟng 

February 21, 2024 Charly’s 7:00 PM 

Members present: Ryan Urban, Abbey Randall, James Lindley, Larry Wagner, Amber Bunker (NRCS),Zach 

Zimprich (BBCD employee) 

Larry called meeƟng to order at 7:01 pm. 

Ryan made moƟon to approve agenda, Abbey seconded the moƟon 

Ryan made moƟon to approve December minutes, Abby seconded the moƟon 

Abbey moƟoned and Ryan seconded the moƟon to approve the treasure’s report 

Ryan made moƟon to approve the accounts payable at $22,717.33, Larry seconded the moƟon 

Larry moƟoned and Ryan seconded the moƟon to approve the applicaƟon for the brush management 

grant under the ConservaƟon Commission for the amount of $36,500. 

Amber Bunker with the NRCS brought 4 CSP contracts and 6 EQUIP contracts for the board to sign off on.   

She reported that the EQUIP contracts were smaller projects (less then $25,000).  Amber reported that 

the CRP signup has been opened up and the batching deadline is March 15.  They will release the 

accepted applicaƟons on April 1st.  The Chamberlian office has 11 new conƟnuous CRPs that are 

interested.  Amber updated the board that Jennifer Boeding has been hired by the NRCS as a PSA, and 

covers River Hills and Lower James Ruck Units. 

Larry Wagner reported that the Grassland Alliance Summit is March 18th‐19th.  He encouraged 

aƩendance if able and they are expecƟng a good turnout. 

Zach Zimprich reported that he has been doing maintenance work in the shop.  All tractors, trailers, and 

tree planƟng material is ready for the season.  He has started spraying Princep/Goal, and it looks like he 

will be able to finish up the rest of that in the next week.  Zach also stated that he will be adverƟsing for 

seasonal help around the middle of March. 

Abbey moƟoned to approve the presented CSP and EQUIP contracts and Ryan seconded the moƟon. 

MeeƟng was adjourned at 7:51 by Larry 

Recorded by Zach Zimprich 



D. Project Description and Need 

 

The primary beneficiaries will be the landowners on which property the brush management will take 

place.  However, the project goals are to restore and improve grasslands that have been invaded by 

unwanted plant species (cedars being the primary species), improve soil health by increasing water 

infiltration into the soil profile and reducing soil erosion, and improve habitat for wildlife.  The goals of 

the project will take place within the Brule‐Buffalo, and American Creek Conservation Districts. Joint 

Powers agreement in place for this practice with stated Conservation Districts. 

 

The Brule‐Buffalo Conservation District and Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) will jointly 

implement the project. NRCS will develop Wildlife Habitat Appraisal Guide (WHAG), Prescribe Grazing 

Plan, and assist in what is the most beneficial area for removal of invasive species for each grazing unit.  

The prescribed grazing plan will state the rotation and deferred (rest) if needed for the grasslands.  

 

Individual project locations will be located throughout the Brule‐Buffalo and American Creek 

Conservation Districts. 

 

With traditional livestock production remaining a primary landuse throughout the project area, our 

grassland restoration brush management project has been beneficial for Brule‐Buffalo and American 

Creek landowners. We have removed invasive plant species from cedars to suckering shrubs.  With the 

increase in invasive species removal, Brule‐Buffalo CD has purchased a saw which makes more bang for 

your buck.  

 

With the landowners that we have completed work for, we feel that we could double the amount of 

restored grasslands with some financial assistance.  Landowner would be limited to 30 hours in which 15 

hours are cost‐sharable.   

 

The area in which we would be covering has large amounts of native grasslands. These grasslands are 

not only for livestock but wildlife habitat. By controlling the invasive plant species, we will open more 

grasslands for grazing and wildlife food and cover.  

 

E. Final Products 

 

The project funding will allow a minimum of 15 landowners to develop more area for grazing and 

wildlife habitat.  

 

F. Justification 

  

Invasive plants have become a problem for most of the landowners in the project area. Brule‐Buffalo 

would eradicate the invasive plant species (cedars being primary species) and restore grasslands. Upon 

returning to many of the sites to check for grass establishment in the litter area from the grinding 

process and found that there is excellent grass re‐growth in these areas. 



 

G. Identify how you will measure the success of the project 

 

The success will be measured by the restoration of grassland acres in the project area for landowner’s 

livestock herds and wildlife habitat.  

 

 





State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 07/01/2024 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: ‐$               ‐$                               

Commission Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DENR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:
Multi-County Brush Management 2023-10 01/01/2023 12/31/2024 40,000.00$     4,000.00$   
Microirrigation 2024-07 01/01/2024 12/31/2024 4,000.00$       4,000.00$   
DCD Tree Planting 2024-08 01/01/2024 12/31/2024 7,500.00$       7,500.00$   

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

40,000.00$                         

‐$                                     

The multi-county brush management project will be completed in Davison, Hanson, Miner, and Sanborn Conservation Districts. Results from this 
conservation pratice can be seen instantly while the forestry cutter is working. The invasive plant species are not a new problem but a problem that 
is expensive, ongoing, and finallly getting addressed. Our goal is to restore these invaded areas back to grasslands making them productive again 
for livestock and/or wildlife

 ● The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2024 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other restrictions as listed there.
● All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting. 
● Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
● District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.
● The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
● Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the grant.

40,000.00$                         

April 2024

Davison Multi-County Brush Management

12/31/2025

80,000.00$                         



























State Conservation Commission April 2024

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 07/01/2024 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: ‐$                 

Commission Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Other current grants: Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Multi-County Brush Management 2023-10 01/01/2023 12/31/2024 40,000.00$   4,000.00$    
Microirrigation 2024-07 01/01/2024 12/31/2024 4,000.00$     4,000.00$    
DCD Tree Planting 2024-08 01/01/2024 12/31/2024 7,500.00$     7,500.00$    

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

Davison Awareness & Outreach Activities Grant

06/30/2025

3,000.00$                             

1,500.00$                             

1,500.00$                             

The Davison Conservation District is applying for this grant to create a link between the farmers, consumers, and communities by helping them 
understand how food is produced and how the envirnoment can also be protected while doing this. This will also help  people understand the 
importance of the local conservation districts and why they are important to the natural resources and agriculture. This grant will help cover costs 
incurred from our newsletter and facebook advertisements. 

● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.                                                                  ● Project 
reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.













State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 07/01/2024 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: 284,690.00$   ‐$                               

Commisson Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR: 235,915.00$  

Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER: 48,775.00$     

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

1,200.00$                         

128,050.00$                    

284,690.00$                    

The goal of the Prairie Coteau Watershed Improvement and Protection Project is to improve and protect the water quality of Northeast SD lakes, 
streams, and rivers by providing technical and financial assistance to agricultural producers who want to implement conservation practices that 
benefits water quality. Main funding for this project comes from an EPA 319 Clean Water grant and South dakota state revolving funds. This is a 
multi-county effort between the Codington, Day, Deuel, Grant, Hamlin, Kingsbury, Marshall, and Roberts Conservation Districts. 

● The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2024 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other restrictions as listed there.
● All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
● Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
● District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.
● The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
● Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the grant.              ● Grazing plans 
be required as part of the agreement with the landowners.
● District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.

10,000.00$                       

April 2024

Day Prairie Coteau Watershed Project

06/30/2025

423,940.00$                    





























State Conservation Commission April 2024

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 07/01/2024 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: ‐$                 

Commisson Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

1,000.00$                         

16,000.00$                       

This Tree and Fabric Project will reduce soil loss by wind and water.  This project will also provide financial and technical 
assistance to landowners in developing a wildlife resource and reduce soil erosion. DCCD and NRCS will do the technical 
conservation planning. The finanical assistance will provide shelterbelt cover and livestock protection. 

● The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2024 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other 
restrictions as listed there.
● All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by a SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
● Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
● District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with 
reimbursement request.
● Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified 
maximum.
● The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
● Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the 
grant.

 

Douglas Tree & Fabric Project

06/30/2025

34,000.00$                       

17,000.00$                       







 

P.O. Box 28 
Armour SD. 57313 
Phone: 605-724-2847 
 
 
March, 15, 2024 
 
South Dakota Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Division of Resource Conservation & Forestry 
Attention:  
523 E. Capitol Avenue 
Pierre, SD 57501 
 
Dear South Dakota Conservation Commission: 
 
 
The Douglas Conservation District is proud to submit a grant application for the 2024 Spring Grant 
Round.  The application is for Tree Planting Project that will start July 1st, 2024 and an end date of 
June 30th, 2025. We would like to request funds be available for this Spring 2024 plant season for 
those producers who are eligible, if the grant we submitted is approved. 

 

Thank you for your assistance, feel free to reach out to Angela Mendel at Douglas Conservation 
District with any questions. 605-724-2847. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Douglas Conservation District 

 
 
 

 











 

P.O. Box 28 
Armour SD. 57313 
Phone: 605-724-2847 
 
 
March, 15, 2024 
 
South Dakota Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Division of Resource Conservation & Forestry 
Attention:  
523 E. Capitol Avenue 
Pierre, SD 57501 
 
Dear South Dakota Conservation Commission: 
 
 
The Douglas Conservation District is proud to submit a grant application for the 2024 Spring Grant 
Round.  The application is for Tree Planting Project that will start July 1st, 2024 and an end date of 
June 30th, 2025.  

We have submitted a copy of the minutes from our board meeting that approves the grant being 
submitted. We appreciate your time in reviewing our application. 

 

Thank you for your assistance, feel free to reach out to Angela Mendel at Douglas Conservation 
District with any questions. 605-724-2847. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Aaron Lau/ Chairman 

 
 
 

 



Project Narrative: 

 

Description of Need 

 The proposed area will benefit farmers and ranchers in Douglas County.  Cost-shared 
shelter belts will have a focus on Livestock protection. The benefit to these shelter belts 
will improve not only livestock protection, but also support proper grassland 
management, wildlife habitat, along with erosion control on cropland. 

 

Project Need: 

Local Farmers and Ranchers in this area do not always qualify for financial assistance 
for shelterbelt plantings from federal and state cost-share programs due to not being 
eligible for CCRP, or are located in cropland that does not have a history for the correct 
period needed.  

 

Project Goal 

To allow those farmers and ranchers the financial assistance in a cost share assistance 
program through grant funding. This in turn will improve the counties natural resources. 

 

Project Objectives 

To improve and protect grasslands, soil productivity, and improve aesthetics, along with 
the need for wildlife habitat. 

 

Project Support 

To work with Landowners for trees, planting, and weed control for 3 years after planting 
is complete to insure success. Weed control will be required for these first 3 years along 
with yearly visit to ensure landowners properly manage and follow the Districts 
requirements and agreement forms during this time. The DCCD will be following up with 
guidance and support as needed.  Landowners will be required to replace any trees that 
fail to establish during this time period.  Project records will be keep and filed at the 
District. NRCS will be involved with the tree planting project as needed. 



Final Products 

This grant would assist the landowners who would not plant these shelterbelts without 
the proposed assistance. This proposal would also add more trees to our area 
benefiting our natural resources of our county. 

 

Partner Justification 

The Douglas County Conservation District will be responsible for all the phases of this 
proposed project. At this time we have 3-4 land producers who qualify for this program 
that do not meet the requirements of state and federal programs therefore essential  to 
have this proposed cost-share to help improve livestock protection and wildlife habitat. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 





State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 07/01/2024 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: ‐$                  ‐$                              

Commission Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:
2023 Tree Projects 2023-11 01/01/2023 12/31/2024 11,168.00$          11,168.00$     

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

8,975.00$                          

100.00$                             

12,480.00$                        

‐$                                    

This application is for funding to landownes, who want to plant trees, fabric, and renovate shelterbelts. Plantings could 
include livestock shelterbelts, field windbreaks, riparian buffers, wildlife habitat, and partial or full shelterbelts renovations; 
which include adding to an existing windbreak.All plantings will provide benefirs by reducing wind, soil erosion, livestock 
protection, and improved water quality. Fabric is also part of this grant. Cost share is 60% producer, and 40% commisson 
grant.

● The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2024 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other 
restrictions as listed there.
● All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting. 
● Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
● District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with 
reimbursement request.
● Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the 
specified maximum.
● The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
● Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the 
grant.

April 2024

Hamlin 2025 Tree Plantings

12/31/2025

21,555.00$                        













State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 07/01/2024 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: ‐$                  ‐$         

Commission Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:
Hyde/Faulk Enhancement Project 2 2022-33 07/01/2022 06/30/2024 35,000.00$          35,000.00$     

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

750.00$                             

29,450.00$                        

‐$                                    

This proposed Hyde/Faulk Conservation District project if funded will be utilitzed to benefit the natural resources 
management of approximately 10 or more farmers and ranchers in Hyde and Faulk Counties. The natural resource benefits 
shall include: improvement of surface water quality, eroison, control on cropland, livestock protection to support proper 
grassland management, wildlife habitat creation and energy savings. 

● The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2024 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other 
restrictions as listed there.
● All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the DANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
● Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
● District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with 
reimbursement request.
● Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the 
specified maximum.
● The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
● Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the 
grant.

28,273.50$                        

April 2024

Hyde Hyde/Faulk Enhancement Project Phase 3

06/30/2026

58,473.50$                        



















State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 07/01/2024 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: 5,000.00$        ‐$                

Commission Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:
Conservation Practice 2023-17 01/01/2023 06/30/2024 65,000.00$          31,966.14$     

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

5,000.00$                          

April 2024

Kingsbury Conservation Practices

06/30/2025

10,000.00$                        

5,000.00$                          

Seeding: tame, native, grasses, native/forbes mix, mulching.  Grazing Management: water pipeline, water tanks, pasture pumps, rural water 
hookups, dugout construction, dugout repairs.  Fencing:electric, barbed wire, protective fence.  Tree Planting: site prep, conservation size 
shurb & tree plantings, bare-root handplants.  Weed& Pest Control: fabric weed barrier & install, fabric square and staple instalation, tree 
protectors & stakes.  Soil health: cover crops, seed bed prep, soil erosion.  Sheltbelt reno. Earthwork & Erosion control. Grade/Shoreline 
stabilization.  Urban Conservation: trees, pollinators/ native plots, compost bins, rain barrels. Education: outreach to producers, schools and 
communites 

● The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2024 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other restrictions as listed there.
● All pollinator, tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the SDDANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
● Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
● District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.
● The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
● Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the grant.                                                            
● Grazing plans be required as part of the agreement with the landowners.
● All pollinator plantings must contain a variety of plant species capable of blooming at different periods of the growing season.        







Kingsbury Conservation District 
De Smet, SD 

 
In addition to a completed application, please provide a project narrative. The narrative should not exceed 
three pages of single-spaced text. Please attach any maps, figures, and photographs that you feel are 
valuable in explaining the project. The project narrative must include:  
 
Project Narrative 
 

We are requesting $5000 to assist our rural landowners and urban homeowners. $2000 used for 
wind break tree planting establishment and renovations including windbreaks for wildlife habitat, 
field erosion control, farm stead and livestock protection. $2000 used for seeding 
rangeland/pastureland and pollinator seedings in urban and rural areas. $500 used for 
rangeland/pastureland improvement projects including seeding, cross fencing, and rotational 
grazing in rural areas. $300 used for tree replacements in urban and rural areas pollinator/native 
gardens. $100 for compost ben and rain barrels. $6,500.00 used for conservation and education 
events and supplies. $1,500.00 used for compost bins and rain barrels.    

 
Project Partners 
• Please list any project partners and quantify their contribution to the project. 

 
The Kingsbury Conservation District has many working partners including, but not limited to:  

 SD Dept. of Ag. provides technical assistance for wind break tree plantings. 
 SD GF&P provides technical assistance for habitat tree plantings. 
 Millborn Seed Co provides technical assistance for conservation plantings.   
 Agassiz Seed & Supply provides technical assistance for conservation plantings.   
 NRCS provides technical assistance for conservation planning.  
 SDACDE provides educational resources for conservation planning.   
 Kingsbury County Commissioners provides educational resources. 
 Kingsbury County Weed & Pest provides technical assistance with noxious weed. 
 De Smet Chamber provides marketing and networking resources.   
 Dr. John Ball, SDSU Extension Forestry Specialist provides technical assistance. 

 
• Any practice funded by the Coordinated Natural Resources Conservation Grant funds must meet one or 
more goals of the Coordinated Plan for the Natural Resources Conservation. 
Project Descriptions and Need 
  

In effort to conserve and preserve conservation our mission is to assist our rural and urban county 
residents with their unique conservation needs by providing a variety of cost-share services.  
 
The $2000 requested for 50/50 cost-share applied to wind break tree planting establishment and 
renovations include windbreaks plantings for wildlife habitat, field erosion control, farm stead and 
livestock protection. Our shelterbelt are linear plantings of multiple rows of trees or shrubs 
established for environmental purposes such as protecting farmsteads and livestock areas, saving 
energy, and to enhance wildlife habitat. Funding is also requested for underground and above 
ground water lines to assist with tree survival rates.  
 



Kingsbury Conservation District 
De Smet, SD 

The $2000 requested for cost-share seeding on rangeland/pasturelands and pollinator plantings in 
urban and rural areas support to support local pollinators by supplying food in the form of pollen 
and nectar to ensure these important animals stay in the area to keep pollinating our crops for 
continued fruit and vegetable production.  
 
The $500 requested for cost-share for rangeland/pastureland improvement projects include cross 
fencing, rotational grazing, and livestock watering projects in both rural and urban areas. Cost-
share dollars offset expenses for fencing supplies, water pipelines and rural water hookup. 
Rotational grazing can help improve long-term pasture quality and fertility by favoring desirable 
pasture species and allowing for even manure distribution. “Rotational grazing also can increase 
the amount of forage harvested per acre over continuous grazing by as much as 2 tons dry matter 
per acre,” according to the NRCS website.  
 
The $300 requested for 50/50 cost-share with tree replacements in urban and rural areas 
encourage local communities to begin removing dead, disease prone and hazardous trees. By 
removing the trees, we improve our environment forest restoration efforts and provide new 
resources. Cost-share dollars offset expenses for contractual services, tree supplies and tools 
used to remove, plant, and maintain trees.   
 
The $100 requested for 50/50 cost-share on conservation and education events offset expenses 
accrued while advocating for conservation at events in urban and rural settings. Our district 
advocates for conservation within our county providing resources at local events as well as 
neighboring events. 
 
The $100.00 requested for 50/50 cost-share for compost bins and rain barrels project will divert 
food waste into compost and rain run-off into harvest efforts. Cost-share dollars offset expenses 
accrued for purchasing items to help contribute to naturally harvesting food waste and harvesting 
rain run-off. By collecting rainwater, rainwater capture systems can help prevent flooding by limiting 
the amount of run-off during storms and help to reduce erosion in downspouts and gardens. 
 

• Explain who will be the primary beneficiaries of this project. 
 
Kingsbury County has a total of 12 Cities, Towns, or Unincorporated Communities and they are: 
Arlington (City), Badger (City), Bancroft (Town), DeSmet (City and County Seat), Erwin (Town), 
Esmond (Unincorporated community, Hetland (Town), Iroquois (City), Lake Preston (City), 
Manchester (Ghost town), Oldham (Town), Osceola (Unincorporated community) 
 
According to the 2020 census, roughly 1,418 families live in a rural area. A total of 5,148 people 
live in the county. Indicating that 72% of the county is in an urban setting and only 24% is rural 
living. In effort to provide equal conservation opportunities to our county we are eager to request 
funding for our urban and rural participants.  
 
The city of De Smet is widely known as the “Little Town on the Prairie.” Many tourists and 
historians travel to the area to walk the open prairie and relive life on the open plains. A vast 
majority of our community practices conservation to replicate the life of Laura Ingalls Wilder giving 
tourist a glimpse into the living conditions during the late 1800’s.  

 



Kingsbury Conservation District 
De Smet, SD 

• Define who will be responsible for the implementation, maintenance, and follow-up stages of the project. 
  

Ultimately the districts supervisors are responsible for the practices and programs that conserve 
the soil, water, land, and related natural resources within the district. The district manager is 
responsible for the creation and execution of the cost-share projects. Conservation employees 
implement the service offered by the district. Conservationist receiving the service maintain the 
conservation project. The district manager completes the conservation project follow-up to 
measure conservation progress.     
 

• Indicate where this project will be located (district, watershed, community, etc.). Attach maps as relevant. 
  

The Kingsbury Conservation District office and tree shed resides in De Smet, South Dakota. This 
area is a central location to help provide technical assistance and conservation services in the 
county. Conservation equipment and tools are readily available for conservationist to rent or hire 
our services.  
  
De Smet being the largest city of the county collects a large portion of precipitation which runs into 
16,236-acre lake, known as Lake Thompson. The maximum depth of the lake is 26 feet deep with 
approximate 44.6-mile shoreline.  
 

•Describe the specific environmental, natural resource, ecological, educational, and/or socio-economic 
need(s) that the project will address. 
  

Our conservation efforts and services provide the care and protection of earth’s natural resources 
including air, minerals, plants, soil, water, and wildlife so that they can persist for future 
generations.  

  
• Briefly describe the specific on-the-ground restoration activities to be undertaken on-site to achieve the 
project objectives and why it is needed. 
  

Our preservation efforts are to protect nature and provide natural habitat while replanting perennial 
plants, shrubs, different trees species and native grasses back into their natural environment.    

 
• Explain if this project is part of a larger regional and/or local watershed effort. 
  
 This project request is not applicable. 
 
• Describe provisions to ensure long-term management and protection of the project (e.g., conservation 
easements on private land, long-term monitoring program). 
  

While an action plan is encouraged during the planning process of each conservation plan, we 
strive to provide excellent customer service to produce lasting long-term relationships.      

 
• Please indicate if any federal, state, or local permits are required to complete the project and the status of 
efforts to secure necessary authorization. 
Final Products 
  



Kingsbury Conservation District 
De Smet, SD 

Our district has various working professional relationships when planning and preparing for 
conservation plans. Protocols and procedures are followed to secure necessary authorization.     

 
• Describe the anticipated benefits of the project from an ecological, educational, and/or socio-economic 
perspective (e.g., number of acres of wetlands or stream miles restored, target audience and how they 
will benefit). 
 

From an ecological standpoint the benefits from conservation practices are endless. The following 
benefits are crucial for conservation: 

 Perennial crops protect soil from erosion and improve soil structure.   
 Trees clean our air, filter our water, and even slow storm surge and flooding in our 

cities.  
 Native grasses provide excellent nesting and protective habitat for many species 

of birds, as well as a source of seeds and insects.  
 Cover crops provide natural nutrients in the ground while providing feed for 

livestock.   
 Compost piles help reduce soil erosion.  
 Rain barrels reduce pollution by capturing and containing rainwater. 
 Rotational grazing provides plants within pastures rest from repeated defoliation 

by grazers by separating the entire pasture unit into several paddocks. 
 
• Identify how you will measure the success of the project. 
Partner Justification  
 

Project success is determined by scheduling, quality, budget, and customer satisfaction.  
Project scheduling reflects survival rate for shrubs, trees, and grass plantings. The quality of the 
job also reflects survival rate. A budget is designed to help stay within the financial means of the 
producer. Our most important factor is customer service to gain their repeat business.  

 
• Describe the strengths, qualifications, and nature of the contribution of your organization and other 
collaborating organization 

 
The Kingsbury Conservation District supervisors have a combined 50+ years of hands-on 
experience working with the conservation district. The district supervisors are comprised of 
generational row crop farmers, livestock owners and operators, professional business, and are 
community orientated. The conservation district manager has been employed for over 5 years thus 
creating long lasting working relationships with partnering conservation minded agencies.   
  



Board of Supervisors 
Erland Weerts – Chairman 
Rob Lee –Vice Chairman  

Cody Abrahamson- Supervisor 
Dallas Jensen – Secretary  

Amy Halverson– Supervisor 
Alan Vedvei – Advisor not present 

Richard Abrahamson - advisor 
 

Kingsbury Conservation District Meeting Min 
Feb 7 @ 12pm 

Kingsbury Conservation 
Kingsbury Conservation District 
                                             

1. CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER Erland Weerts called 
the meeting to order at 12:07 
 

2. MINUTES:  Approval of minutes Robert motion to 
approve the min with correction Dallas second motion 
carried.  

 
3. NRCS REPORT: From Jim Finnigan – NRCS  

 
4. TREASURER’S REPORT: 

 
 
 

 
 
 

BILLS SUBMITTED FOR APPROVAL:   
 
Jan Payroll: $2752.00 
Health care: $300.00  
Employee payroll taxes: $210.56 
Retirement:  

K.C.D: $165.12 
Employee: $165.12 

Otter tail – $265.99 
City of DeSmet- $56.51 
Mediacom – $ has not come in  
SDPAA – building and machinery coverage for 2024 - $2,650.25 
CR Corner - $ 64.86 gas for pickup 
Trustworthy hardware - $69.96 
Tree Pro – Protector tubes $ 1425.00 
Pallet of staples for 2024 – quote came back at $3,300  
Robert made the motion to pay the bills and except the treasures report, Clay seconded motion carried. 
 

 
5. OLD BUSINESS  

       Drills –John Parker called and talked to the board about new drills pro/cons the board will 
be looking to get a new Great Plains drill. Tanya will get quotes  
 District Deliverables - Tabled 

 
6. NEW BUSINESS: 

2024 spring Grant round – Tanya would like to apply for a $5000 grant from The Dept. of Ag for 
conservation Efforts in Kingsbury CountyClay motion to approve for Tanya to apply for a $5000 
match grant from the SD commission, Dallas second motion carried  
.  
 

 
7. MEETINGS, TOURS AND TRAINING:  
 

Balance on hand as of: 1/31/24 $22,204.89 
 
Speech Contest  
Education fund 

 
$909.99 
$2000 

 



 
8. EXECUTIVE SESSION:   Board went into executive session at 1:45pm and came out at 1:58pm 

 
9. PLAN FOR NEXT MEETING:  March 14 @ 12pm   
 

 
This is a tentative agenda. The agenda may be amended up to 24 hours prior to actual meeting. Items added 

after 24 hours may be discussed by the Board, but not acted upon. Please notify the office manager, if you 
have items to add to the agenda. 





State Conservation Commission

Conservation District Project Name:

Start Date 07/01/2024 End Date

Other funds: Cash In-kind
Total Project Amount:   Total: ‐$                  ‐$              

Forest Resiliency Funds:   RC&F:
District Funds:   DANR:
Landowner Cash:   GF&P:
Local In-kind:   USFWS:
Other Funds:   NRCS:

  OTHER:

Description of Grant Application:

If selected for funding, RC&F suggests that:

DANR:

GF&P:

Project Start date End Date Original Award Balance Extensions
Other current grants:

Thinning for Forest Health 2023-33 07/01/2023 06/30/2024 33,000.00$          26,012.50$     

Approved: Denied:

Reason for denial: 

46,000.00$                        

Grant is applying for Forest Resiliency funds 

46,000.00$                        

‐$                                    

This forest thinning project will provide cost-share funds to private landowners for pre-commericial thinning on their forested property. 
Thinning will improve forest health by reducing the potential for catastrophic fire and insecr and disease outbreak. The target area will be the 
ponderosa pine, spruce, and hardwood forests in the Black Hills area of Pennington, and Meade counties. Grant funding will pay 50% of the 
cost completed work, not to exceed the maximum of $900 per acre for thinning of overly dense stands and removal of conifers from 
hardwood stands and meadows. Landowners must follow state slash regulations. 

● The Conservation Commission will not reimburse any costs that exceed the 2024 Conservation Commission Cost-share Docket. Please note other restrictions as listed 
there.
● All tree and shrub planting plans be reviewed and approved by one of the DANR RCF foresters prior to planting.
● Stand alone farmstead/homestead windbreaks do not qualify for cost-share from the Commission.
● District must secure a landowner application to determine eligibility for cost-share funds, copy to be provided with reimbursement request.
● District must provide the landowner with notification letter indicating whether or not they have been approved for cost-share, copy to be provided with reimbursement 
request.
● Project reimbursement will be based on actual bill/receipts submitted for completed work. Cost-share will be based on legitimate costs up to the specified maximum.
● The district provide a copy of the Joint Powers Agreement with all the conservation districts involved.
● The district provide timesheets or other documentation to demonstrate the actual time spent on salary/administration of the grant.
● Final report must be submitted before final reimbursement will be processed. This report must be submitted no more than 30 days after the end of the grant.

April 2024

Pennington Thinning for Forest Health

06/30/2025

92,000.00$                        
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	Type of Grant: Off
	Organization: Brule-Buffalo Conservation Districh
	Mailing Address: 200 Paul Gust Rd Suite 111
	Telephone: 605-234-6763
	City: Chamberlain
	State: SD
	Zip: 57325
	Tax Status: Government
	Project Officer: Zach Zimprich
	Telephone_2: 605-254-6099
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	Email: brulebuffalo@midstatesd.net
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	Text1: Invasive plants have become a problem for most of the landowners along the Missiouri River in Brule, Buffalo, and Lyman Coounties.  Brule-Buffalo Conservation District would eradicate the invasive plant species (cedars being of primary concern) and restore grasslands.  Upon returning to many of these sites to check fro grass establishment, we found that there is excellent grass re-growth.  Landowners in the named counties will be able to increase their livestock numbers and acquire more acres in their grazing systems.

This grant will assist landowners to remove invasive species so the can control any smaller invasives that might establish in the future.
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