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National Community 
of Practice for

Supporting Families
Project Goal

To build capacity through a 
community of practice across 

and within States to create 
policies, practices and 

systems to better assist and 
support families that include 
a member with I/DD across 

the lifespan.



Project Outcome
• State and national consensus on a national 

framework and agenda for improving support for 
families with members with I/DD.

• Enhanced national and state policies, practices, 
and sustainable systems that result in improved 
supports to families.

• Enhanced capacity of states to replicate and 
sustain exemplary practices to support families 
and systems.



Core Belief: 
All people and their 

families have the right to 
live, love, work, play 
and pursue their life 
aspirations in their 

community. 



Current Reality of Services and Supports

Expectations, 
Values, Culture 

Federal Budget

Demand for 
Services



Everyone exists 
within the context 

of family 
and community

Traditional
Disability Services

Integrated Services 
and Supports within 
context of person, 

family and 
community 



Medical 
System

Flu Shot

Hand Washing
Anti-Bacterial 
Soap



 



Problem Solving



Scenarios

Problem 
or Issue





What is YOUR Vision 
for a Good LIFE?

Vision of What I Want for a 
Quality of Life 



Trajectory towards Good Life

Friends, family, 
enough money, 
job I like, home, 
faith, vacations, 
health, choice, 

freedom

Vision of What I Don’t Want



Contact Information:
Carrie.Geppert@state.sd.us

Charting the LifeCourse:
www.lifecoursetools.com
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