


[bookmark: _Hlk166740588][bookmark: _Hlk219967463]SOUTH DAKOTA RAILROAD AUTHORITY MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday, January 21, 2026 at 11:00 a.m. CST 
Becker-Hansen Building/Commission Room – 700 East Broadway Avenue, Pierre, SD 


MEMBERS PRESENT:		Jeff Burket, Chairman
Scott Lockwood

MEMBER PRESENT
VIA COFERENCE CALL:	Ralph Schmidt
Steve Scharnweber

DOT STAFF PRESENT: 	Joel Jundt, Karla Engle, Kellie Beck, Jack Dokken, Misty Siedschlaw, Perry Griffith, Rocky Matson and Kari Kroll

DOT STAFF PRESENT
VIA CONFERENCE CALL: 	Paul Coppock

OTHERS PRESENT:	Danny Dalton – Rapid City, Pierre & Eastern Railroad, Inc. (RCPE); Ryan Englebright – RCPE; Ross Lane – Genessee & Wyoming, Inc. (G&W); Mark Blyth - G&W; Ryan Hunsard – Ellis & Eastern Railroad; Will Woodward – Missouri Valley & Eastern Railroad; Jeff Tschetter – East Central Regional Railroad Authority (ECRRA); Stewart Friedrichsen– ECRRA; Suzan Caylen – Sunflour Railroad, Inc.; Kenneth Bean – Iron Prairie Rail, LLC; David Fachman – Iron Prairie Rail, LLC; Noah McCann – Dieselmotive Company, Inc.; Reid Dawe – Rock Island Rail and Timothy Bell – Rock Island Rail; 

OTHERS PRESENT
VIA CONFERENCE CALL:	Laverne Schieffer – Mayor of Tabor; John LeSuer – Slover & Loftus; Shellee Currier – WATCO; Chadd Thimesch - Ringneck & Western Railroad, LLC (RWRR); Dan Bilka – All Aboard; Dick Huff; Jerome Bentz; and Bob Foley 


Chairman Jeff Burket called the meeting of the South Dakota Railroad Authority (the “Authority”) to order at 11:00 a.m. CT. A roll call was taken, and a quorum was determined. 

*****

Burket opened the floor to the Board members to disclose potential conflicts of interest and to present requests for waiver pursuant to the South Dakota Codified Law (SDCL) chapter 3 – 23.

[bookmark: _Hlk166741092]No conflicts of interest were disclosed, and no waivers were requested. 


*****

Burket asked for a motion to approve the September 17, 2025 meeting minutes of the Authority.

A MOTION WAS MADE by Lockwood and seconded by Scharnweber to approve the September 17, 2025 meeting minutes of the Authority.  All present voted aye by roll call vote. The motion carried.

*****

Burket opened the floor to public input.

No members of the public addressed the Board or offered input.

*****

Karla Engle, Office of Legal Counsel, presented for Board consideration a request to transfer the Wolsey Interchange Facility from the Authority to the Department of Transportation (the “Department.”)  

A MOTION WAS MADE by Lockwood and seconded by Schmidt to authorize the Secretary to execute all documents necessary to convey the Wolsey Interchange Facility from the Authority to the South Dakota Department of Transportation.  All present voted aye by roll call vote. The motion carried. 

RESOLUTION #2026-A01 was adopted.

*****

With no further business to come before the Authority, Burket declared the meeting adjourned at 
11:06 CT.



