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The Awards Luncheon on Friday will be quite an event. For this third year now, we’ve been able to attract a nationally known speaker. Some of you may have heard of Patricia Limerick, author of The Legacy of Conquest about the history of the American West. With introductions from Jon Lauck, I was able to communicate with her and she agreed to come be our banquet speaker this year. She has quite an interesting and personal affiliation with South Dakota that I was unaware of, and so she was thrilled to be asked. I hope you can all come to this year’s conference. We’re excited to partner with the folks in Deadwood and look forward to a great event.
A brief update on the CHC’s renovation. The high-density shelving is now complete, and as Chelle and David also discuss in their report, the archival material will be moved back into the new shelving and some into the older shelving in the coming weeks. The pace will determine when the archives will be back open to the public, but we are shooting for early June. With the passage of the Legislature’s approval of the $1.5 million in tourism funds, we can now proceed with the general construction in the museum. The general contractor McGough, and the Architect ISG are finalizing plans for this phase as I write this. The timeline calls for the general construction (certain walls, lighting & electrical, sprinklers, etc.) will start in July after the prep work and detailed construction drawings are finalized in the coming weeks. Meanwhile, the exhibits contractor, Split Rock Studios, will do their detailed construction drawings in the coming weeks and begin constructing exhibits in their facility in St Paul, MN later this year. The current plan intends for their exhibits to be transported to the museum next spring. We still plan on having the museum open for July 4, 2026. 
The “Giants in the Earth” opera is due to be performed in Sioux Falls on April 26th. Our collaboration with the SDSO has gone very well and resulted, as we’ve discussed before, in the publication of an edition of Rolvaag’s work annotated by Allen Carlson. As of the 16th we’ve sold 536 copies of the book, with 51% of them in the hardcover version.  David Gier’s hard work and the SDSO’s fundraising that brought about this performance is perhaps a model we can repeat. We plan on staying in contact with them on their future plans that may allow us to home in on South Dakota’s history.
America 250 received national attention on the 18th and 19th of April. The 250th anniversary of the “Lexington Alarm,” Paul Revere’s Ride, and the start of the American Revolutionary War at Lexington Common drew large crowds in the Boston area. As part of the commemoration of the event, South Dakota participated in, “Two Lights for Tomorrow” along with over 20,000 other public and private buildings around the country. The State Capitol represented South Dakota  and we know of American Legion posts around the state that also participated. The Two Lights of Tomorrow also received significant local, state, and national media and social media attention. Our colleagues in Virginia report over a billion social media views about all this. Clearly, there is a public appetite for the Semiquincentennial.  The model of ideas starting in states and other states and localities opting to join in proved to be a successful one. 
New Trustees Katie Molnar (Architectural Historian), Michele Christian (Archivist), Aaron Mayer (Archeologist) will join us at our meeting in July. Lura was re-elected to her seat. As of this writing, we await word on the appointments for Tom’s and John’s seat.  




 
