
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices
Sections pertinent to Memorial Highways & Auto Tour Routes 

Section 2M.10 Memorial or Dedication Signing 
Support: 
01 Legislative bodies will occasionally adopt an act or resolution memorializing or dedicating a highway, bridge, or 
other component of the highway. 

Guidance: 
02 Such memorial or dedication names should not appear on or along a highway, or be placed on bridges or other 
highway components. If a route, bridge, or highway component is officially designated as a memorial or 
dedication, and if notification of the memorial or dedication is to be made on the highway right-of-way, such 
notification should consist of installing a memorial or dedication marker in a rest area, scenic overlook, 
recreational area, or other appropriate location where parking is provided with the signing inconspicuously 
located relative to vehicle operations along the highway. 

Option: 
03 If the installation of a memorial or dedication marker off the main roadway is not practical, memorial or 
dedication signs may be installed on the mainline. 

Guidance: 
04 Memorial or dedication signs should have a white legend and border on a brown background. 

Standard: 
05 Where such memorial or dedication signs are installed on the mainline, (1) memorial or dedication names 
shall not appear on directional guide signs, (2) memorial or dedication signs shall not interfere with the 
placement of any other necessary signing, and (3) memorial or dedication signs shall not compromise the 
safety or efficiency of traffic flow. The memorial or dedication signing shall be limited to one sign at an 
appropriate location in each route direction, each as an independent sign installation. 
06 Memorial or dedication signs shall be rectangular in shape. The legend displayed on memorial or 
dedication signs shall be limited to the name of the person or entity being recognized and a simple message 
preceding or following the name, such as “Dedicated to” or “Memorial Parkway.” Additional legend, such as 
biographical information, shall not be displayed on memorial or dedication signs. Decorative or graphical 
elements, pictographs, logos, or symbols shall not be displayed on memorial or dedication signs. All letters 
and numerals displayed on memorial or dedication signs shall be as provided in the “Standard Highway 
Signs and Markings” book (see Section 1A.11). The route number or officially mapped name of the highway 
shall not be displayed on the memorial or dedication sign. 
07 Memorial or dedication names shall not appear on supplemental signs or on any other information sign on 
or along the highway or its intersecting routes. 

Option: 
08 The lettering for the name of the person or entity being recognized may be composed of a combination of lower-
case letters with initial upper-case letters. 

Guidance: 
09 Freeways and expressways should not be signed as memorial or dedicated highways. 

Support: 
10 Named highways are officially designated and shown on official maps and serve the purpose of providing route 
guidance, primarily on unnumbered highways. A highway designated as a memorial or dedication is not considered 
to be a named highway. Section 2D.53 contains provisions for the signing of named highways. 

Section 1A.11 Relation to Other Publications 
Standard: 
01 To the extent that they are incorporated by specific reference, the latest editions of the following 
publications, or those editions specifically noted, shall be a part of this Manual: “Standard Highway Signs 
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and Markings” book (FHWA); and “Color Specifications for Retroreflective Sign and Pavement Marking 
Materials” (appendix to subpart F of Part 655 of Title 23 of the Code of Federal Regulations). 

Support: 
02 The “Standard Highway Signs and Markings” book includes standard alphabets and symbols and arrows for signs 
and pavement markings. 
 
Section 2H.07 Auto Tour Route Signs 
Support: 
01 Auto Tour Route signs are informational signs, plaques, or shields designed to provide road users with route 
guidance in following an auto tour route of particular cultural, historical, or educational significance. 
02 Signed auto tour routes are used in some cases to generally follow the historical route of a trail, such as the 
National Historic Trails administered by the National Park Service. Examples include auto tour routes that parallel 
the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail, the Oregon National Historic Trail, and the Santa Fe National Historic 
Trail. 

Guidance: 
03 If shields or other similar signs are used to provide route guidance in following an auto tour route, they should 
be designed in accordance with the sizes and other design principles for route signs, such as those described in 
Sections 2D.10 through 2D.12. 

Option: 
04 Auto Tour Route signs may be installed on a highway if they have been approved by the appropriate 
transportation agency. 

Standard: 
05 Auto Tour Route signs shall not be installed on freeways or expressways, except as necessary to provide 
continuity between discontinuous segments of conventional roadways that are designated as auto tour routes, 
for which the freeway or expressway provides the only connection between the segments. If installed on 
freeways or expressways, Auto Tour Route signs shall be installed as independent trailblazer assemblies (see 
Sections 2D.35 and 2E.27) and shall not be installed with other Route signs or confirmation assemblies or on 
guide signs. If installed on freeways or expressways, Auto Tour Route trailblazer assemblies shall be 
installed at less frequent intervals than route confirmation assemblies. 
 
Section 2D.53 Signing of Named Highways 
Option: 
01 Guide signs may contain street or highway names if the purpose is to enhance driver communication and 
guidance; however, they are to be considered as supplemental information to route numbers. 

Standard: 
02 Highway names shall not replace official numeral designations. 
03 Memorial names (see Section 2M.10) shall not appear on supplemental signs or on any other information 
sign on or along the highway or its intersecting routes. 
04 The use of route signs shall be restricted to signs officially used for guidance of traffic in accordance with 
this Manual and the “Purpose and Policy” statement of the American Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials that applies to Interstate and U.S. numbered routes (see Page i for AASHTO’s 
address). 

Option: 
05 Unnumbered routes having major importance to proper guidance of traffic may be signed if carried out in 
accordance with the aforementioned policies. For unnumbered highways, a name to enhance route guidance may be 
used where the name is applied consistently throughout its length. 

Guidance: 
06 Only one name should be used to identify any highway, whether numbered or unnumbered. 


