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MEMORANDUM 

To: S.D. State Railroad Board

From: Karla L. Engle

Date: December 7, 2021

RE: Trail Construction and Maintenance in and around Lake Andes

To enhance pedestrian safety along Highway 18 , in 1997 the South Dakota 
Department of Transportation (DOT) constructed a pedestrian walkway that 
extended from 3rd Avenue in Lake Andes to 383rd Avenue east of Lake 
Andes.  The walkway was less than a mile in length and was built on railroad 
right of way owned by DOT.  (An aerial photo of the walkway is enclosed).  
At about the same time the walkway was constructed, DOT entered into an 
agreement with the City of Lake Andes and the Yankton Sioux Tribe.  Under 
the agreement, the City and the Tribe each agreed to maintain part of the 
walkway.  (A copy of the agreement is included with this memo).  DOT’s 
records do not show any Board action authorizing the construction of the 
walkway or the maintenance agreement.   

In 2008, the South Dakota Railroad Authority became the trail sponsor for 
the railbanked railroad right of way from Ravinia to Platte, including the right 
of way with the pedestrian walkway. 

In 2019, the walkway and the surrounding area was flooded.  (An aerial 
photo of the flooding is enclosed).  The flood destroyed part of the walkway, 
including a pedestrian bridge.  DOT proposes to reconstruct the destroyed 
walkway with federal and state highway funds.  DOT also proposes to 
delegate maintenance responsibilities for the walkway to one or more third 
parties.   
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DOT asks the Board to: 

1. Ratify the original construction of the pedestrian walkway and
DOT’s agreement providing for maintenance of the walkway by the
City of Lake Andes and the Yankton Sioux Tribe;

2. Authorize the Secretary to execute an agreement between DOT
and the South Dakota Railroad Authority that allows DOT to
reconstruct and continue to maintain the walkway; and

3. Authorize the Secretary to execute new agreements delegating
DOT’s maintenance responsibilities for the walkway to one or more
third parties whom DOT deems capable of meeting these
responsibilities.
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Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS,
AeroGRID, IGN, and the GIS User Community
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