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Department of Transportation 
Mitchell Region Office 
P.O. Box 1206 
Mitchell, South Dakota 57301-7206 
PHONE: 605/995-8129 
 

 
DATE:  07/30/2024 
 
TO:   Jon Suomala 
   Operations Traffic Engineer 
 
FROM:  Corey Pinkley 
   Mitchell Region Traffic Engineer 
 
SUBJECT: Proposed Speed Limit Administrative Rule Change 
   US 281 
 
Attached for the Transportation Commission’s consideration is a speed limit administrative rule 
change on US 281 at the north end of Corsica, SD.  
 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT: 
  

70:01:02:25.  Douglas County. The following are the maximum speeds on certain highways in 
Douglas County: 

          (1)  U.S. Highway 281 beginning 0.46 mile south of Main Street in Corsica, then north for 
0.25 mile, 45 miles per hour; then north for 0.36 0.53 mile, 35 miles per hour; then north for 
0.45 0.28 mile, 45 miles per hour; 

 
COST 
 
The estimated cost to make the necessary signing changes, if this proposal is approved, is as 
follows: 
 
Relocate sign:  2 @ $80.00 per sign =  $   160.00 

• To relocate the existing SPEED LIMIT 45 sign 
 
 
TOTAL: $ 160.00 
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EXPLANATION OF THE PROPOSAL: 
 
The existing speed limits are being extended to encompass the remaining portion of what feels 
like town. Currently the 35 mph zone ends approximately 740’ south of 273rd St. This section of 
roadway is similar geometrics wise and when driving it feels very similar to the heart of town to 
the south of the community park. Also 273rd St. Functions as a main roadway as part of the town. 
From a functionality standpoint the current location of the 35 mph to 45 mph transition doesn’t 
make sense. 35 mph is within 5 mph of the 50th percentile which make sense to use based on the 
roadway geometrics and roadway context.  
 
The proposed speed rule will extend the existing 35 to 45 mph transition on the north end of 
town from its existing location adjacent to the community park to the proposed location just 
north of 273rd St. 
 
Sheriff Lau with the Douglas County Sheriffs Office and the City of Corsica have requested this 
speed rule change. Mitchell Region Traffic Office supports the amendment to the speed rule. 
 
 
SPEED STUDY: 
 
A speed study was conducted on June 12, 2024 Between 273rd St. and the city park in Corsica SD.  
 
Speed Study Results: 
 
Number of Vehicles Checked:                                                                     227 
Average Speed (mph):                                                                                  39 
Percent Exceeding Speed Limit:                                                                  8% 
Percent Exceeding Speed Limit By More Than 5 mph:                           0% 
Percent Exceeding Speed Limit By More Than 10 mph:                         0% 
85th Percentile Speed (mph):                                                                       44  
Ten Mile Pace (mph):                                                                                    33-42 
Percent Within the Pace:                                                                              68.7%                        
50th percentile/Median Speed (mph):                                                        39 
Fastest Speed Recorded (mph):                                                                   50 
Slowest Speed Recorded (mph):                                                                  25 
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Department of Transportation 
Pierre Region Office 
104 S. Garfield Ave. 
Pierre, South Dakota 57501 
PHONE: 605/773-5291 
FAX: 605/773-6215 

 
 
DATE:  August 7, 2024 
 
TO:   Jon Suomala 
   Operations Traffic Engineer 
 
FROM:  Hannah Covey 
   Pierre Region Traffic Engineer 
 
SUBJECT: Proposed Speed Limit Administrative Rule Amendment 
   SD Highway 47 west of Hoven 
 
Attached for the Transportation Commission’s consideration is a speed limit administrative rule 
amendment on SD47 west of Hoven. 
 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT: 
   

70:01:02:63.  Walworth County. The following are the maximum speeds on certain highways in 
Walworth County: 

 
(9)  State Trunk Highway 47 beginning 0.7 mile east of its at the west junction with State Trunk 
Highway 20, then north east to its 0.4 mile junction with U.S. Highway 12, 55 miles per hour; 
 
COST 
 
The estimated cost to make the necessary signing changes, if this proposal is approved, is as 
follows: 
 
Remove sign:  2 @ $30.00 per sign =  $   60.00 

• To remove 2 existing SPEED LIMIT 55 signs on SD47 north of SD20 
Install new sign: 4 @ $125.00 per sign =  $ 500.00 

• To install 2 new SPEED LIMIT 65 signs on SD47 between the junctions with SD20 and US12 

• To install 2 new SPEED LIMIT 55 signs on SD47 between the west junction with SD20 and 
the 30 MPH speed zone at Hoven (existing) 

TOTAL: $ 560.00 
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EXPLANATION OF THE PROPOSAL: 
 
SD47 between the west junction with SD20 and US12 was recently reconstructed. This 
reconstruction has upgraded this South Dakota Highway to the standards necessary for a 65 miles 
per hour roadway. Upon completion of the reconstruction project, the Pierre Region Traffic Office 
did a speed study, which supported the change to match the new design speed.  
 

Pierre Region Traffic is in support of the proposed change. Captain Randi Erickson, South Dakota 
Highway Patrol, is in support of the proposed speed rule. 
 
SPEED STUDIES: 
 
A speed study was conducted on July 30th, 2024 along SD47 just North of Hoven (currently a 55 
mph zone).  The study ran for 3 hours (minimum 2 hours or 100 vehicles).  
Speed Study Results: 

Number of vehicles checked:     36 
Average speed (mph):       57 
Percent exceeding speed limit:    56 
85th percentile speed:       63 
Ten mile pace:         65 
Percent within the pace:      75.3 
Median speed (mph):       57 
Fastest speed recorded (mph):    66 
Slowest speed recorded (mph):    46 

 
A speed study was conducted on August 1st, 2024 along SD20 just West of Hoven.  
Speed Study Results: 
 

 
 

The 85th percentile speed of daily travelers is 59 miles per hour. Therefore, it is assumed that 
travelers may believe the speed limit is already 55 miles per hour and are comfortable driving 
the roadway at that speed. Below please see a map of the area currently under no specific 
administrative rule that is being proposed for the 55 miles per hour rule.  
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