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In-House Contracts: fieldwork completed by ARC archaeologists
Projects for South Dakota Department of Transportation
· 4 surveys completed 
· 8 survey reports completed
· 8 record search letters submitted 
· 26 archaeological sites and 112 structures recorded and/or revisited 
· 9 archaeological sites evaluated 
· The report for PCN 0851, Milltown site 39HT0150 mitigation and evaluation, was completed and submitted to SDDOT. The SDDOT provided comments and an updated report was submitted and accepted. 
· The report for PCN 06RY, an initial survey south of Brandon that involved multiple mounds and sensitive sites, was completed and submitted to SDDOT. Comments were received, addressed, and resubmitted. The purpose of this survey was to locate sensitive sites and anything additional to the project area to aid in the design of a road expansion along SD Highway 11.
· The contract for PCN 0781, Corson County, on the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe (SRST) Reservation was submitted and approved through the DOE. This project involves roadwork and a realignment of SD Highway 63. Geotechnical drilling monitoring took place in December and January and was completed. A Class III survey is planned in the Spring. 
· A proposed project scope and cost estimate was submitted to the SDDOT for PCN 06YP, which includes mitigation stipulations as part of an MOA between SDDOT and SHPO to nominate the Sioux Falls Quarry, site 39MH0351, to the NRHP. This project would involve 1-2 weeks of field work, archival research, and drafting the NRHP nomination form. 
Projects for Private Contractors, and South Dakota Game, Fish & Parks
· 3 surveys completed – 1 report in progress
· 8 survey report completed
· 7 record search letters submitted
· 2 archaeological sites and 2 structures recorded and/or revisited 
· 1 archaeological site evaluated 

GIS 
· [bookmark: _Hlk48633527]ARC staff entered or updated a total of ~455 survey boundary features, ~898 site boundary features, ~21 investigation boundary features, ~208 subsurface testing features, and ~0 NRHP boundary features in the ARCH geodatabase.
· Existing features and records in the ARCH geodatabase continue to be checked for accuracy and are undergoing edits where necessary. Data is being addressed starting with county associated reports in an alphabetic sequence with this effort being completed for 8 out of 66 counties and currently focused on Butte County.
· The ARMS Online website is currently being rebuilt to operate through an Esri Experience Builder application. Scripts are being drafted to maintain duplicate ARMS database tables hosted on ArcGIS Online in order to allow for ARMS data querying on the new website.
· ~99 external and ~33 internal record search requests were fulfilled
· ~21 internal projects were prepared for archaeological survey


Burial/NAGPRA Reports
[bookmark: _Hlk150943079]8 New Burial Reports (three in 2025, five in 2026)
· No Provenience – Notification forwarded to the ARC from Algin Young that the Sherf Family had ancestral human remains they wished to repatriate.
· Lake County – Proposed boundary modification for 39LK72
· Roberts County – Inquiry from KLJ archaeologist about Miscellaneous layer resources from Over survey/notes.
· Potter County – Report of human remains from Pima County (Arizona) forensic anthropologist.
· Yankton County – Report from Matt Busch (ARC) concerning human remains discovered and then lost in 1965 near Boy Scout camp near Yankton, SD.
· Lincoln County – Consult with SHPO regarding State Burial Law and potential new development near 39LN0002, Blood Run.
· Multiple Counties – Request from University of Kansas for site records to be used in NAGPRA consultation with MHA.
· Hughes County – Request from Megan Earnst (USACE) regarding disposition of HRs discovered during DM&E surveys at 39HU0097.
· Zero forensic and osteological reports were produced during this time. Work continues on four outstanding NAGPRA repatriation projects including the ancestors at Augustana (BR 2025-12), the ancestor anonymously dropped off at the CHC (BR2025-21), the inadvertent discovery from 39HU0006 (BR 2025-26), and the donation from the Sherf Family (BR 2025-34). Completed Inventories have been sent to tribes for all but BR 2025-34 as the ARC did not accept this donation until mid-late December and the inventory is currently in process. The ARC has not heard any updates nor received any claims on the ancestor from BR 2025-21. Inventories and draft Notices of Inventory Completion (NIC) were delivered to MHA from BR 2025-12 and BR 2025-26 on December 12, 2025 and February 6, 2026 respectively. 

Miscellaneous - Burials
· The active NAGPRA project spreadsheet and NAGPRA database updates are approximately 95% complete. Twenty-two entries remain to be entered onto the spreadsheet. These updates will be prioritized in the coming weeks/months so that the spreadsheet can be used to provide information for NAGPRA consultation. Planning efforts continue for NAGPRA consultation
· The office completed a large transfer of NAGPRA human remains and funerary objects to the USACE on February 10 and 12, 2026 that will be repatriated to MHA, YST, and LBST. 83 ancestors, 149 AFOs, and 5 UFOs will be repatriated to MHA associated with Deaccessions 147-148, 165-170, 172-196, 198-203, and 205-211. Five AFOs will be repatriated to LBST associated with Deaccession 197. Four ancestors, 30 AFOs, and 11 UFOs will be repatriated to YST associated with Deacession 171. Additionally, the ARC transferred Caucasian human remains to the USACE on February 10, 2026, for reburial in the Fort Randall Cemetery associated with Deaccession 204. This completes our NAGPRA commitments to the USACE as outlined in the 2024 Task Order.

Outreach
· The ARC fielded 11 public outreach requests during this timeframe pertaining to information requests, artifact identifications, reported site locations, and the facilitation of private artifact collection donations to the ARC. Additional public education programming included seven remote/online responses to non-local FIRST® LEGO® League team requests from across the country via emails and online surveys.  
· On November 20, 2025, Anthony Deluca conducted a review of the Kenneth Hargens maps to compare the marked locations of Pre-Contact and Post- Contact archaeological and historic sites located within Custer State Park against the ARC/SHPO databases. The results indicated many of the supplied site locations have not been previously documented.
· On December 4th and 11th, Cassie Vogt participated in Rapid City Area School District (RCAS) Freshman Seminar Mock Interviews for student educational development.
· On December 5th, Alec Anton provided a public presentation at the Journey Museum Turtle Soup program titled “Driving a Herd of Bison to their Death” discussing digital elevation modeling associated with the Fawcett bison kill site (39HD115).
· On December 8th, Matthew Busch participated in a Teams meeting with a FIRST® LEGO® League team from Lower Brule to discuss their Micro:bit device designed for artifact/repository preservation as part of this year’s league challenge and field general questions about archaeology. 
· On January 8th, Katherine Lamie hosted a tour of the ARC and answered general questions about archaeology for a local Black Hills FIRST® LEGO® League team.
· On January 13th, Katherine Lamie provided a presentation on archaeology and device feedback for the local Rapid City FIRST® LEGO® League “Dino Code” team. 
· On January 14th, ARC staff conducted site recordation and geologic mapping fieldwork at the pre-contact quarry site 39CU551/39CU1 (French Creek Quarry) and visited rock art site 39CU91 (Scored Rocks) located on private property in Custer County. Several staff members participated in this in-house educational opportunity and longstanding invitation by the landowner (2018) to document the quarry site and view rock art sites for the purpose of professional development. Staff included Matthew Busch, Cassie Vogt, Alec Anton, Kayleigh Johnson, Michelle Prichard, Danny Fabricius, McKenzie Merchant, and Katie Anderson.
· On February 4th, Matthew Busch, Dustin Lloyd, Daniel Fabricius, and Michelle Prichard documented a previously unrecorded ca. 1898/early 1900s homestead site located on the Pete Sotherland property near Cascade/Hot Springs. 
· On February 17th, Matthew Busch provided a public presentation titled “Why Archaeology in SD” and artifact ID session at the Timber Lake & Area Museum. The visit also included artifact identification assistance for Museum archaeological collections, and the acceptance of archaeological reference material and Pre-Contact artifact collection donations to the ARC from the Museum.  
· On February 18th, Cassie Vogt provided a public presentation titled “Precontact Archaeology of South Dakota and the Black Hills” to the Rapid City Public Library (RCPL) Coffee & Conversation program.
· The ARC registered/committed to the upcoming public education events: South Dakota Archaeological Society (SDAS) - Sioux Falls Chapter presentation titled “Taking One for the Road: An 1878 Bottle Dump between Grasshopper Jim’s Scooptown and Camp Sturgis” on March 5 – Katherine Lamie; Hand County Library evening presentation and participation in children’s summer reading program themed “Unearth a Story” on May 27-28 – Kayleigh Johnson; and the annual  2026 Archaeology Camp to be held in Pierre June 9-11. 

Repository and Records Archives
· 37 NEW sites entered into the site database
· 48 UPDATED sites entered into the site database
· 78 NEW reports entered into the report database
· 0 CLOSED archive number fixing duplicates in database 
· One new artifact collection was accessioned, as were five photo accessions. Four small donations of artifacts were received from private individuals, one of which was recovered during a cultural resource management project that was conducted on private land.
· The first week of March, ARC repository staff will be assessing the archaeological contract collections that remain at the former lab at the University of South Dakota and will determine which state-owned collections will need to be transferred for permanent curation.
· Re-housing and curation upgrades continue for the Lead Open Cut Expansion collection from site 39LA3001.
· Fort Pierre Chouteau (site 39ST0237) collections are also being sorted and inventoried following a loan return that was coordinated for report production.
· A Bureau of Reclamation managed collection recovered during the mitigation of site 39BE0122 by archaeological contractors was fully digitally cataloged using incoming collection processing fees.

Mining Reviews and State Land Permits
· [bookmark: _Hlk150943532]22 Sand/gravel licenses (Eight Intent to Mine, 12 Intent to Continue Operations, and Two Intent to Mine Corrections), 0 SECUL, and 2 EXNI applications reviewed.
· 1 State permits received/reviewed

Other
· Nothing to report
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