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In-House Contracts: fieldwork completed by ARC archaeologists
Projects for South Dakota Department of Transportation
· 12 surveys completed
· 16 survey reports completed
· 7 record search letters submitted
· 10 archaeological sites and 38 structures recorded and/or revisited
· 7 archaeological sites evaluated
· Cataloging for 39HT0150 was completed. Report is in progress.
· Contract JPA for PCN 06RY was processed and field work completed. Report is in progress. 
· Working on additional contract for PCN 0781, Corson County, on the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe (SRST) Reservation. This project involves roadwork and a realignment of SD Highway 63. Monitoring of geotechnical drilling was requested by SRST (planned for first week of December). Contract will be for monitoring and Class III survey of the project area. 
Projects for Private Contractors, and South Dakota Game, Fish & Parks
· 2 surveys completed – 1 report in progress
· 1 construction monitoring project completed
· 1 survey report completed
· 1 monitoring report completed
· 11 record search letters submitted
· 1 site evaluation report completed – awaiting review by US Army Corps of Engineers

GIS 
· [bookmark: _Hlk48633527]ARC staff entered or updated a total of ~466 survey boundary features, ~592 site boundary features, ~32 investigation boundary features, ~1566 subsurface testing features, and ~0 NRHP boundary features in the ARCH geodatabase. (Site boundary feature totals include Megan Ostrenga Fabricius’s contribution)
· Existing features and records in the ARCH geodatabase continue to be checked for accuracy and are undergoing edits where necessary.
· The ARMS Online new web map’s ARCH geodatabase feature classes to ArcGIS Online feature layers updating script is fully functional and is currently being tested before the new web map is put into operation. (The new web map is an estimated 3 to 4 hours of revisions away from being ready to put into production.)
· A multi-directional ~1-meter-resolution statewide LiDAR hillshade has been included as a basemap for use with the new ARMS Online web map.
· ARMS Online users have been notified about forthcoming web map changes.
· ~120 external and ~53 internal record search requests were fulfilled
· ~14 internal projects were prepared for archaeological survey


Burial/NAGPRA Reports
[bookmark: _Hlk150943079]6 New Burial Reports
· Minnehaha County – Call/consult with Gina, ALAC, about cultural affiliation determinations on 39MH11 inventory. Advised to contact National NAGPRA.
· No Prov – Transfers from USD.
· Stanley County – Records request from Megan Ernst concerning 1986 and 1991 reburials at 39ST15 and real estate lease with USACE.
· Spink County – Call from Bob Swanhorst regarding likely faunal bones collected from 39SP11 during Merjent monitoring at site.
· Davison – Consult/survey for Lakeview Golf Course short course addition
· Harding County – Notification that human remains from Slim Buttes area of Harding County are at the Minnesota Indian Affairs Council – still seeking additional information from them to determine best path forward.
· Zero forensic and osteological reports were produced during this time.
· Work continues on the Deadwood Inadvertent Discovery. The remains were transferred to Mike Runge to drop off with Dr. Diane France of the Human Identification Laboratory of Colorado. She will be beginning her work soon according to an email received on 11/13/2025. 
· One completed and signed Repatriation statement for Deaccession #212 was sent to National NAGPRA on 10/15/2025; however, I received an automated notice that they were out of the office due to the federal government shutdown. It is unclear how long this will take to process once they return to the office. Draft Inventory for BR 2025-26 (39HU6 Inadvertent Discovery) was completed on 10/21/2025 and sent to the burial committee for review. Draft Notice of Inventory Completion is forthcoming, and both documents will be sent to the tribes for review when they are complete. Additionally, plan to circle back with tribes soon concerning BR 2025-21 (Anonymous drop off at CHC) to figure out best plan forward with the limited information we have on this 
· Plans and coordination for the reburial in Harding County (BR 2022-15) continue. Last contact from them was 02/20/2025, but did not receive a reply. Burial committee discussed next steps at October meeting. 
· Scanning of all active burial files was completed. The active NAGPRA project spreadsheet and NAGPRA database updates are approximately 95% complete. Twenty-two entries remain to be entered onto the spreadsheet.
· Planning efforts have continued with the NAGPRA summit. The Office of Tribal Relations has completed its outreach efforts to South Dakota tribes. The tribes appear interested; however, SRST and YST have not responded yet. The current plan is to hold the summit in Rapid City in April/May of 2027; however, the location and exact dates have not been established and there is still a lot of organizational and records-based work that needs to be completed prior to the summit.

Outreach
· The ARC fielded five public outreach requests during this timeframe pertaining to artifact identifications, reported site locations, and the facilitation of private artifact collection donations to the ARC. Outreach site visits prioritized for the summer/fall field season in Custer County and Mellette County remain ongoing or tabled until Spring 2026 relative to staff availability and/or landowner consent. 
· On September 22-23, Katherine Lamie visited the Charles Murtha House/site 39UN8 to assist the SHPO staff and Union County Historical Society in assessing the structural/site integrity of a converted kiln patio feature. 
· On September 24, Katherine Lamie provided Dr. Adrien Hannus and associates with curation assistance of Mitchell Village artifact collections. 
· From September 26-28, Alexander Anton, Fidel Martinez-Greer, and Katie Anderson attended and presented papers at the annual meeting of the SD Archaeological Society in Vermillion. 
· On September 30, Anthony DeLuca and Katie Anderson hosted a local STEM event for a FIRST LEGO League robotics team to provide baseline archaeological knowledge for this year’s challenge and international competition focused on archaeology. The ARC has facilitated a total of six FIRST LEGO League requests from across the country that included two online surveys by completed by Jozef Lamfers of the SHPO and Matthew Busch.  
· On October 5, Matthew Busch participated in an interview providing archaeological perspective for the forthcoming Historical Society Museum “Ways of Knowing” exhibit. 
· On October 15, Megan Ostrenga Fabricius provided archaeology educational programming to 3rd and 4th grade elementary students at the Hermosa Public School.
· On October 15, Dustin Lloyd conducted a student interview on the topic of NAGPRA for a 7th grade Rapid City Christian School student. 
· On October 17, Katherine Lamie represented the ARC at the memorial service for Bob Wicha, history enthusiast and landowner of the 1878 Camp Sturgis Bottle Dump site.  
· From October 29-November 1, Alexander Anton, Kayleigh Johnson, Camilla Crosby, and Katie Anderson traveled to Iowa City, IA to attend and present papers and posters at the joint Plains Anthropological Society and Midwest Archaeological Conference annual meeting. 
· On November 3, Lynn Griffin represented the ARC as guest lecturer for University of South Dakota (USD) archaeology students at the invitation of Dr. Tony Krus. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk213921634]On November 8, Lynn Griffin and Megan Ostrenga Fabricius represented the ARC at the Girl Scouts-Dakota Horizons BIG Event focused on STEM education.
· On November 12-13, Lynn Griffin and Megan Ostrenga Fabricius represented the ARC at the Rapid City Area School District (RCAS) 8th Grade College and Career Fair. 
· The ARC registered/committed to the upcoming public education events: Journey Museum Turtle Soup presentations on December 5 – Alec Anton; and Rapid City Area Schools (RCAS) Mock Interviews associated with high school student professional development on December 4 and 11 – Cassie Vogt. 

Repository and Records Archives
· 25 new archaeological sites entered into the site database
· 26 updated archaeological sites entered into the site database
· 86 new archaeological reports entered into the report database
· 4 closed archive numbers fixing duplicates in database
· Two new artifact collections were accessioned. In September, Linea Sundstrom spent a few days identifying the site numbers photographed in uncataloged rock art photographic media from Harding, Meade, Lawrence, Pennington, Custer, and Fall River Counties. Many of these photographs date prior to 1977 and are associated with early donations to the ARC.
· Lynn Griffin finished digitally cataloging the collection recovered from site 39HT0150 during last year’s mitigation project at historic Milltown. The final project report will be submitted to SDDOT in December.
· The ARC is in the process of assessing which archaeological contract collections remain at the former lab at the University of South Dakota and working on a timetable for the transfer of high-priority state-owned collections. 
· Collections recovered during the Swan Creek Site Evaluations project completed under contract with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers were submitted to the repository following the formal acceptance of the final project report and digital deliverables.
· A preliminary training was provided to staff on the re-housing of the large Lead Open Cut Expansion collection from site 39LA3001.

Mining Reviews and State Land Permits
· 10 Sand/gravel licenses (7 Intent to Mine, 0 Small Scale Extension, and 3 Intent to Continue Operations), 0 SECUL, and 1 EXNI applications reviewed.
· 1 State Land permits reviewed. 

Other
· Nothing to report
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